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pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Standards of Performance for New Sta-
tionary Sources and Emission Guidelines for 
Existing Sources: Commercial and Industrial 
Solid Waste Incineration Units’’ (FRL6939–9) 
received on March 21, 2001; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–1154. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Ac-
quisition and Technology, Department of De-
fense, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relating to the inventory of non-inher-
ently governmental functions for Fiscal Year 
2000; to the Committee on Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1155. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Mississippi River Commission, 
Corps of Engineers, Department of the Army, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Commis-
sion’s report under the Government in the 
Sunshine Act for calendar year 2000; to the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1156. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the United States Office of Per-
sonnel Management, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report on actions needed to correct 
the Consumer Price Index error in the Civil 
Service Retirement System and the Federal 
Employees Retirement System; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1157. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director of the Committee For Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind Or Severely Dis-
abled, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of additions to the procurement list re-
ceived on March 19, 2001; to the Committee 
on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1158. A communication from the Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer of the Farm 
Credit Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Administration’s report 
under the Government in the Sunshine Act 
for calendar year 2000; to the Committee on 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1159. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director of the Committee For Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind Or Severely Dis-
abled, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of additions to the procurement list re-
ceived on March 19, 2001; to the Committee 
on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1160. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Ac-
quisition and Technology, Department of De-
fense, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
delay of the annual report concerning com-
mercial activities for Fiscal Year 2000; to the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1161. A communication from the Comp-
troller General of the United States, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of the 
list of General Accounting Office reports for 
January 2001; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–1162. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board of Directors, Tennessee 
Valley Authority, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Board’s report under the Govern-
ment in the Sunshine Act for calendar year 
2000; to the Committee on Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1163. A communication from the Chair-
man of the United States Merit Systems 
Protection Board, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Board’s report under the Govern-
ment in the Sunshine Act for calendar year 
2000; to the Committee on Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1164. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director of the National Science Board, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Board’s 
report under the Government in the Sun-
shine Act for calendar year 2000; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petitions and memo-

rials were laid before the Senate and 

were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–3. A petition from a citizen from the 
State of Vermont entitled ‘‘Reaffirm Amer-
ica’’; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. NICKLES: 
S. 593. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to clarify that natural gas 
gathering lines are 7-year property for pur-
poses of depreciation; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. NICKLES: 
S. 594. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to simplify the excise tax 
on heavy truck tires; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. WELLSTONE (for himself, Mr. 
DASCHLE, and Mr. INOUYE): 

S. 595. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act, Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974, and the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for nondiscrim-
inatory coverage for substance abuse treat-
ment services under private group and indi-
vidual health coverage; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr. 
DASCHLE, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. BAUCUS, 
Mr. BREAUX, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. DOR-
GAN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. REID, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr. TORRICELLI): 

S. 596. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax incentives to 
encourage the production and use of efficient 
energy sources, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr. 
DASCHLE, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. BAUCUS, 
Mr. BREAUX, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. DOR-
GAN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. REID, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. KENNEDY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER, and Mr. TORRICELLI): 

S. 597. A bill to provide for a comprehen-
sive and balanced national energy policy; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. BREAUX (for himself, Mr. 
SPECTER, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. STEVENS, 
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, Mr. CLELAND, Mr. MILLER, 
and Mr. JOHNSON): 

S. 598. A bill to provide for the reissuance 
of a rule relating to ergonomics; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Mr. 
GRAMM, and Mr. HAGEL): 

S. 599. A bill to amend the Omnibus Trade 
and Competitiveness Act of 1988 to establish 
permanent trade negotiating and trade 
agreement implementing authority; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. THOMPSON (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LEAHY, 
and Mr. JEFFORDS): 

S. 600. A bill to amend the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971 to enhance criminal 
penalties for election law violations, to clar-
ify current provisions of law regarding dona-
tions from foreign nationals, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration. 

By Mr. SHELBY: 
S. 601. A bill to authorize the payment of 

interest on certain accounts at depository 
institutions, to increase flexibility in setting 
reserve requirements, and for other purposes; 

to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. DOMENICI: 
S. 602. A bill to reform Federal election 

law; to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. SARBANES , Ms. SNOWE, 
Mr. DODD, Mr. KERRY, Mr. FEINGOLD, 
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. BIDEN, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. DAY-
TON, Ms. MIKULSKI, and Mrs. BOXER): 

S.J. Res. 10. A joint resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States relative to equal rights for 
women and men; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
LUGAR, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. KYL, Mr. 
HELMS, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. FEINGOLD, 
Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. 
TORRICELLI, Mr. SMITH of New Hamp-
shire, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. DEWINE, and 
Mr. SANTORUM): 

S. Res. 62. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the human 
rights situation in Cuba; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. THURMOND, 
Mr. NICKLES, Mr. GREGG, Mr. HUTCH-
INSON, Mr. MILLER, Mrs. HUTCHISON, 
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. GRAMM, Mr. HELMS, 
Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. 
BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, Mr. FRIST, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. DORGAN, 
Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. BYRD, Mr. REID, 
Mr. BAYH, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. DEWINE, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. DAYTON, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. LEVIN, and Mr. 
VOINOVICH): 

S. Res. 63. A resolution commemorating 
and acknowledging the dedication and sac-
rifice made by the men and women who have 
lost their lives while serving as law enforce-
ment officers; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 29 

At the request of Mr. BOND, the 
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
DEWINE) and the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 29, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow 
a deduction for 100 percent of the 
health insurance costs of self-employed 
individuals. 

S. 117 

At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. KOHL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 117, a bill to prohibit products that 
contain dry ultra-filtered milk prod-
ucts or casein from being labeled as do-
mestic natural cheese, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 126 

At the request of Mr. CLELAND, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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126, a bill to authorize the President to 
present a gold medal on behalf of Con-
gress to former President Jimmy Car-
ter and his wife Rosalynn Carter in rec-
ognition of their service to the Nation. 

S. 152 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 152, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to eliminate the 
60-month limit and increase the income 
limitation on the student loan interest 
deduction. 

S. 170 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from Maryland (Mr. 
SARBANES) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 170, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to permit retired mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who have a 
service-connected disability to receive 
both military retired pay by reason of 
their years of military service and dis-
ability compensation from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for their dis-
ability. 

S. 177 
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. CHAFEE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 177, a bill to amend the provisions 
of title 19, United States Code, relating 
to the manner in which pay policies 
and schedules and fringe benefit pro-
grams for postmasters are established. 

S. 206 
At the request of Mr. SHELBY, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
GRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
206, a bill to repeal the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act of 1935, to enact 
the Public Utility Holding Company 
Act of 2001, and for other purposes. 

S. 237 
At the request of Mr. HUTCHINSON, 

the name of the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 237, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the 1993 
income tax increase on Social Security 
benefits. 

S. 321 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) and the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mrs. CARHAHAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 321, a bill to amend 
title XIX of the Social Security Act to 
provide families of disabled children 
with the opportunity to purchase cov-
erage under the medicaid program for 
such children, and for other purposes. 

S. 322 
At the request of Mr. THOMAS, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 322, a bill to limit the acquisition by 
the United States of land located in a 
State in which 25 percent or more of 
the land in that State is owned by the 
United States. 

S. 352 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-

sor of S. 352, a bill to increase the au-
thorization of appropriations for low- 
income energy assistance, weatheriza-
tion, and state energy conservation 
grant programs, to expand the use of 
energy savings performance contracts, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 394 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 394, a bill to make an ur-
gent supplemental appropriation for 
fiscal year 2001 for the Department of 
Defense for the Defense Health Pro-
gram. 

S. 409 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
409, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify the standards 
for compensation for Persian Gulf vet-
erans suffering from certain 
undiagnosed illnesses, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 433 
At the request of Mr. SMITH of New 

Hampshire, the name of the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. MILLER) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 433, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
move the limitation that certain sur-
vivor benefits can only be excluded 
with respect to individuals dying after 
December 31, 1996. 

S. 472 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
472, a bill to ensure that nuclear energy 
continues to contribute to the supply 
of electricity in the United States. 

S. 515 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
515, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a perma-
nent tax incentive for research and de-
velopment, and for other purposes. 

S. 543 
At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
543, a bill to provide for equal coverage 
of mental health benefits with respect 
to health insurance coverage unless 
comparable limitations are imposed on 
medical and surgical benefits. 

S. 549 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
549, a bill to ensure the availability of 
spectrum to amateur radio operators. 

S. 567 
At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the 

names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. HELMS) and the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. LUGAR) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 567, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide capital gain treatment under sec-
tion 631(b) of such Code for outright 
sales of timber by landowners. 

S. 581 

At the request of Mr. FITZGERALD, 
the name of the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 581, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to authorize 
Army arsenals to undertake to fulfill 
orders or contracts for articles or serv-
ices in advance of the receipt of pay-
ment under certain circumstances. 

S. CON. RES. 11 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from Ha-
waii (Mr. AKAKA), and the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mr. BYRD) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 11, 
a concurrent resolution expressing the 
sense of Congress to fully use the pow-
ers of the Federal Government to en-
hance the science base required to 
more fully develop the field of health 
promotion and disease prevention, and 
to explore how strategies can be devel-
oped to integrate lifestyle improve-
ment programs into national policy, 
our health care system, schools, work-
places, families and communities. 

S. CON. RES. 14 

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 14, a concurrent res-
olution recognizing the social problem 
of child abuse and neglect, and sup-
porting efforts to enhance public 
awareness of it. 

S. CON. RES. 17 

At the request of Mr. SARBANES, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 17, a concurrent 
resolution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that there should continue to be 
parity between the adjustments in the 
compensation of members of the uni-
formed services and the adjustments in 
the compensation of civilian employees 
of the United States. 

S. RES. 16 

At the request of Mr. THURMOND, the 
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
STEVENS), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mr. SMITH), the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. MILLER), the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. HAGEL), the 
Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
BYRD), the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SANTORUM), the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), and 
the Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID) 
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 16, 
a resolution designating August 16, 
2001, as ‘‘National Airborne Day.’’ 

S. RES. 55 

At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 55, a resolution designating the 
third week of April as ‘‘National Shak-
en Baby Syndrome Awareness Week’’ 
for the year 2001 and all future years. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. NICKLES: 
S. 593. A bill to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify that 
natural gas gathering lines are 7-year 
property for purposes of depreciation; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

S. 593 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. NATURAL GAS GATHERING LINES 

TREATED AS 7-YEAR PROPERTY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-

tion 168(e)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to classification of certain 
property) is amended by redesignating clause 
(ii) as clause (iii) and by inserting after 
clause (i) the following new clause: 

‘‘(ii) any natural gas gathering line, and’’. 
(b) NATURAL GAS GATHERING LINE.—Sub-

section (i) of section 168 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(15) NATURAL GAS GATHERING LINE.—The 
term ‘natural gas gathering line’ means— 

‘‘(A) the pipe, equipment, and appur-
tenances determined to be a gathering line 
by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, or 

‘‘(B) the pipe, equipment, and appur-
tenances used to deliver natural gas from the 
wellhead to the point at which such gas first 
reaches— 

‘‘(i) a gas processing plant, 
‘‘(ii) an interconnection with a trans-

mission pipeline certified by the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission as an inter-
state transmission pipeline, 

‘‘(iii) an interconnection with an intra-
state transmission pipeline, or 

‘‘(iv) a direct interconnection with a local 
distribution company, a gas storage facility, 
or an industrial consumer.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service before, on, or after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

By Mr. NICKLES: 
S. 594. A bill to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 to simplify the 
excise tax on heavy truck tires; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

S. 594 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SIMPLIFICATION OF EXCISE TAX ON 

HEAVY TRUCK TIRES. 
(a) TAX BASED ON TIRE LOAD CAPACITY NOT 

ON WEIGHT.—Subsection (a) of section 4071 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 
to imposition of tax on tires) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(a) IMPOSITION AND RATE OF TAX.—There 
is hereby imposed on tires of the type used 
on highway vehicles, if wholly or in part 
made of rubber, sold by the manufacturer, 
producer, or importer a tax equal to 8 cents 

for each 10 pounds of the tire load capacity 
in excess of 3500 pounds.’’. 

(b) TIRE LOAD CAPACITY.—Subsection (c) of 
section 4071 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) TIRE LOAD CAPACITY.—For purposes of 
this section, tire load capacity is the max-
imum load rating labeled on the tire pursu-
ant to section 571.109 or 571.119 of title 49, 
Code of Federal Regulations. In the case of 
any tire that is marked for both single and 
dual loads, the higher of the 2 shall be used 
for purposes of this section.’’. 

(c) TIRES TO WHICH TAX APPLIES.—Sub-
section (b) of section 4072 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (defining tires of the 
type used on highway vehicles) is amended 
by striking ‘‘tires of the type’’ the second 
place it appears and all that follows and in-
serting ‘‘tires— 

‘‘(1) of the type used on— 
‘‘(A) motor vehicles which are highway ve-

hicles, or 
‘‘(B) vehicles of the type used in connec-

tion with motor vehicles which are highway 
vehicles, and 

‘‘(2) marked for highway use pursuant to 
section 571.109 or 571.119 of title 49, Code of 
Federal Regulations.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on 
January 1 of the first calendar year which 
begins more than 30 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

By Mr. WELLSTONE (for him-
self, Mr. DASCHLE, and Mr. 
INOUYE): 

S. 595. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act, Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974, and 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide for nondiscriminatory coverage 
for substance abuse treatment services 
under private group and individual 
health coverage, to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I 
rise today to introduce legislation that 
will ensure that private health insur-
ance companies cover the costs for 
drug and alcohol addiction treatment 
services at the same level that they 
pay for treatment for other disease. 
The purpose of this bill is to end dis-
crimination in insurance coverage for 
drug and alcohol addition treatment. 
This bill, entitled Fairness in Treat-
ment: The Drug and Alcohol Addition 
Recovery Act of 2001, offers the nec-
essary provisions to provide this assur-
ance. 

For too long, the problem of drug and 
alcohol addiction has been viewed as a 
moral issue, rather than as a disease. 
Too often, a cloak of secrecy has sur-
rounded this problem, causing people 
who have this disease to feel ashamed 
and afraid to seek treatment for their 
symptoms for fear that they will be 
seen as admitting to a moral failure, or 
a weakness in character. We have all 
seen portrayals of alcoholics and ad-
dicts that are intended to be humorous 
or derogatory, and only reinforce the 
biases against people who have prob-
lems with drug and alcohol addiction. I 
cannot imagine this type of portrayal 
of someone who has another kind of 
chronic illness, a heart problem, or 
who happens to carry a gene that pre-
disposes them to diabetes. 

It has been shown that some forms of 
addiction have a genetic basis, and yet 
we still try to deny the serious medical 
nature of this disease. We think of 
those with this disease as somehow dif-
ferent from us. We forget that someone 
who has a problem with drugs or alco-
hol can look just like the person we see 
in the mirror, or the person who is sit-
ting next to us at work or on the sub-
way, or like someone in our own fam-
ily. In fact, it is likely that most of us 
know someone who has experienced 
drug and alcohol addiction, within our 
families or our circle of friends or co-
workers. 

Alcoholism and drug addiction are 
painful, private struggles with stag-
gering public costs. A study prepared 
by Brandeis University’s Schneider In-
stitute for Health Policy estimated 
that untreated addiction costs America 
$400 billion per year. This estimate in-
cludes costs for alcohol addiction 
treatment and prevention costs, as well 
as costs associated with related ill-
nesses, reduced job productivity or lost 
earnings, and other costs to society 
such as crime and social welfare pro-
grams. 

The medical effects of drug addiction 
are far-reaching. According to the Phy-
sician leadership on National Drug Pol-
icy, heavy drinking contributes to ill-
ness in each of the top three causes of 
death: heart disease, cancer, and 
stroke. A 1996 article in Scientific 
American estimated that excessive al-
cohol consumption causes more than 
100,000 deaths in the U.S. each year. Of 
these deaths, 24 percent are due to 
drunken driving, resulting in untold 
suffering and tragic loss of life. 

We know that addiction to alcohol 
and other drugs contribute to other 
problems as well. Addictive substances 
have the potential for destroying the 
person who is addicted, their family, 
and their other relationships. We 
know, for example, that fetal alcohol 
syndrome is the leading known cause 
of mental retardation. If the woman 
who was addicted to alcohol could re-
ceive proper treatment, fetal alcohol 
syndrome for her baby would be 100 
percent preventable, and more than 
12,000 infants born in the U.S. each 
year would not suffer from fetal alco-
hol syndrome, with its irreversible 
physical and mental damage. 

We know too of the devastation 
caused by addiction when violence be-
tween people is one of the con-
sequences. A 1998 SAMHSA report out-
lined the links between domestic vio-
lence and substance abuse. We know 
from clinical reports that 25–50 percent 
of men who commit acts of domestic 
violence also have substance abuse 
problems. The report recognized the 
link between the victim of abuse and 
use of alcohol and drugs, and rec-
ommended that after the woman’s safe-
ty has been addressed, the next step 
would be to help with providing treat-
ment for her addiction as a step toward 
independence and health, and toward 
the prevention of the consequences for 
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