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General Accounting Office and any other
such expert opinion as may be necessary in
conducting its review of information pro-
vided by nominees.

D. Report on the Nominee. After a review
of all information pertinent to the nomina-
tion, a confidential report on the nominee
shall be made by the designated investiga-
tors to the chairman and the ranking minor-
ity member and, upon request, to any other
member of the Committee. The report shall
summarize the steps taken by the Com-
mittee during its investigation of the nomi-
nee and identify any unresolved or question-
able matters that have been raised during
the course of the inquiry.

E. Hearings. The Committee shall conduct
a public hearing during which the nominee
shall be called to testify under oath on all
matters relating to his or her suitability for
office, including the policies and programs
which he or she will pursue while in that po-
sition. No hearing shall be held until at least
72 hours after the following events have oc-
curred: The nominee has responded to pre-
hearing questions submitted by the Com-
mittee; and the report required by sub-
section (D) has been made to the chairman
and ranking minority member, and is avail-
able to other members of the Committee,
upon request.

F. Action on confirmation. A mark-up on a
nomination shall not occur on the same day
that the hearing on the nominee is held. In
order to assist the Committee in reaching a
recommendation on confirmation, the staff
may make an oral presentation to the Com-
mittee at the mark-up, factually summa-
rizing the nominee’s background and the
steps taken during the pre-hearing inquiry.

G. Application. The procedures contained
in subsections (C), (D), (E), and (F) of this
rule shall apply to persons nominated by the
President to positions requiring their full-
time service. At the discretion of the chair-
man and ranking minority member, those
procedures may apply to persons nominated
by the President to serve on a part-time
basis.

RULE 9. PERSONNEL ACTIONS AFFECTING
COMMITTEE STAFF

In accordance with Rule XLII of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate and the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 (P.L. 104-1),
all personnel actions affecting the staff of
the Committee shall be made free from any
discrimination based on race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, state of physical
handicap, or disability.

———

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
I'd like to commemorate International
Women’s Day. This day is an occasion
to honor the many and diverse achieve-
ments and contributions of women
worldwide, and the progress that they
have made toward equal rights. It is
also an important time to reflect upon
the hardships and injustices that mil-
lions of women still face, and to reaf-
firm our commitment to take actions
to overcome them and to further wom-
en’s progress.

For nearly a century, women in com-
munities across the globe have been
uniting on March 8th to celebrate their
achievements and to bring attention to
their fight for equality, justice and
peace. In that time women have made
great strides toward equal participa-
tion in all spheres of life, and at all lev-
els of decision-making.
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Here in the TUnited States, more
women are earning college degrees, en-
tering the workforce and starting their
own businesses than ever before. Eco-
nomic opportunities for women are ex-
panding and home ownership is up.
Women are playing a greater role in
shaping local, state and federal policies
that affect their families and them, as
they are more active in the political
process at all levels. The recent 2000
elections resulted once again in a
record number of women serving in the
U.S. Senate, House of Representatives
and as Governors of States. We con-
tinue to see more women in top posi-
tions of federal agencies and in Presi-
dent’s Cabinets. For the first time in
American History, we have a woman,
Condoleezza Rice, serving as our Na-
tional Security Advisor to the Presi-
dent.

Despite these impressive strides,
much work still needs to be done.
Women are still vastly under-rep-
resented at all levels of government.
Although the gender wage-gap has nar-
rowed since 1963, when Congress man-
dated equal pay for equal work, unfair
wage disparities continue to be a prob-
lem. Wage discrimination is costing
families thousands of dollars each year.
These financial losses, coupled with a
lack of affordable quality child care,
forces many women to still have to
make difficult choices about their chil-
dren and their career.

Just this week, women lost an impor-
tant battle when the U.S. Senate voted
to overturn the Occupational Health
and Safety Administration’s final
ergonomics standard. This standard
would have helped protect the 1.8 mil-
lion Americans workers who suffer
workplace injuries caused by repetitive
motions. These injuries are particu-
larly prevalent among women because
many of the jobs held predominately
by women require repetitive motions
or repetitive heavy lifting. So we must
recognize that there is still much work
to be done in the area of equal rights
for women.

Today we must also consider the
achievements and challenges of women
abroad. As Ranking Member of the Af-
rican Affairs Subcommittee of the Sen-
ate Committee on Foreign Relations, I
have had the opportunity to learn more
about the status of women on that con-
tinent. Last month, as I traveled to the
West African countries of Nigeria, Si-
erra Leone, and Senegal, I was re-
minded of the tremendously important
role that women play in the political,
economic, and social fabric of that re-
gion and so many others. I met Nige-
rian women who have been prodding of-
ficials to face the HIV/AIDS crisis
head-on; women working to build peace
in Sierra Leone, and women devoted to
improving girls’ education in Senegal.
I am pleased to celebrate their achieve-
ments and contributions today.

However, millions of women in Africa
and throughout the world face a great
uphill battle before they will achieve
full equality. Women are still more
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likely than men to be poor, malnour-
ished and illiterate, and have less ac-
cess to health care, financial credit,
property ownership, job training and
employment. In some places women
are still denied the very basic right to
vote, to let their voices be heard.

Many girls and women around the
world face tragic human rights abuses
daily, as victims of domestic violence,
and exploitive practices such as illegal
trafficking for slavery or prostitution.
In some countries, deplorable ‘‘honor
killings” are still prevalent, where
women are murdered by their male rel-
atives for actions—perceived or real—
that are thought to bring dishonor on
their families. In regions of conflict,
rape and assaults on women are used as
weapons of war, and perpetrators are
rarely prosecuted.

For years, mass rape and sexual
crimes have been considered normal
occurrences of war, and only recently
have these heinous crimes started to
get the international attention that
they deserve. An important victory for
girls and women occurred last month
when the United Nations International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugo-
slavia in the Hague, convicted three
men for rape, torture and enslavement
during the war in Bosnia. The inter-
national court set an important prece-
dent by defining rape as a crime
against humanity.

There are many important ways that
we can further protect women’s human
rights and improve the status of
women and their families both domes-
tically and internationally. One of the
ways that the United States Senate
can work towards that end is by acting
upon the United Nations Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Dis-
crimination Against Women, CEDAW.
Two decades have passed since the U.S.
signed this important treaty, and yet
it remains pending before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. I once
again call upon the committee to hold
hearings on CEDAW so that the Senate
can offer its advice and consent on this
treaty.

The U.S. can also support efforts to
ensure that it is devoting significant
resources to battling HIV/AIDS which
is killing millions of women and their
families, in Africa and other regions of
the world. Congress can pass legisla-
tion such as the Paycheck Fairness Act
to provide more effective remedies to
victims of salary discrimination on the
basis of gender. These are only a few of
many initiatives that will impact wom-
en’s lives.

So, in closing as we mark Inter-
national Women’s Day, today and in
the future, it is important for us to re-
member both the accomplishments of
women and the many injustices that
remain, and for the United States and
the international community to reaf-
firm their commitment to promoting
gender equity and human rights across
the globe.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
today is an important day for women
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and girls around the world. Today, we
stand firmly on the side of basic human
rights. Today, we rededicate ourselves
to a better tomorrow. Today, we state
loud and clear to those who seek to do
women harm, ‘‘No more.” Today is
March 8, 2001, International Women’s
Day.

Having spent many years trying to
raise awareness about the need for
equality for women and girls in the
United States and around the world, I
am encouraged by the advancements
we have made since the United Nations
first designated March 8th as Inter-
national Women’s Day in 1975. Never-
theless, we still have a long ways to go
and I would like to take this time to
discuss several critical issues that I be-
lieve are vital to the lives of women
and girls and require U.S. leadership:
international family planning, the Con-
vention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against
Women, CEDAW, sex trafficking, rape
as an instrument of war, and the plight
of women in Afghanistan.

Every Senator, I believe, is well
aware of the issue of United States as-
sistance to international family plan-
ning organizations. There have been
few issues in recent years that have
been more debated, with people of good
intentions on both sides of the issue.
Consequently, I was dismayed when
President Bush opted to start his ad-
ministration by reinstating the ‘‘global
gag rule’’ restricting United States as-
sistance to international family plan-
ning organizations.

Do we not understand the importance
of family planning assistance? There
are now more than 6 billion people on
this Earth. The United Nations esti-
mates this figure could be 12 billion by
the year 2050. Almost all of this growth
will occur in the places least able to
bear up under the pressures of massive
population increases. The brunt will be
in developing countries lacking the re-
sources needed to provide basic health
or education services.

Only if women have access to such
educational and medical resources
needed to control their reproductive
destinies and their health will they be
able to better their own lives and the
lives of their families

No one should doubt that inter-
national family planning programs re-
duce poverty, improve health, and raise
living standards around the world; they
enhance the ability of couples and indi-
viduals to determine the number and
spacing of their children.

Nevertheless, in recent years these
programs have come under increasing
partisan attack by the anti-choice
wing of the Republican party, despite
the fact that no U.S. international
family planning funds are spent on
international abortion.

All American women, as they con-
sider their own reproductive rights,
should consider the aim and intent of a
policy in which the reproductive rights
of American women are approached one
way, and those of women in the devel-
oping world another.
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Since President Bush is unlikely to
change his mind, I urge my colleagues
to support the Global Democracy Act
of 2001, introduced by my friend and
colleague from California, Senator
Boxer. This important piece of legisla-
tion will allow foreign Non-Govern-
mental Organizations that receive U.S.
family planning assistance to use non-
U.S. funds to provide legal abortion
services, including counseling and re-
ferrals, and will 1lift the restrictions on
lobbying and advocacy.

The United States must reclaim its
leadership role on international family
planning and reproductive issues. The
United States must renew its commit-
ment to help those around the world
who need and want our help and assist-
ance. On International Women’s Day, I
urge my colleagues to support the
Global Democracy Act of 2001.

Last year, I was proud to join a bi-
partisan group of women Senators in
co-sponsoring Senate Resolution 237, a
resolution expressing the sense of the
Senate that the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee should hold hearings
on the Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Discrimination Against
Women and the full Senate should act
on the Convention by March 9, 2000.

That day came and went and here we
are a year later, still waiting for the
Senate to act.

In fact, women have been waiting for
over 20 years for the Senate to ratify
the convention on discrimination
against women. The United States ac-
tively participated in drafting the con-
vention and President Carter signed it
on July 17th, 1980.

In 1994, the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee recommended by bipartisan
vote that the convention be approved
with qualifications, but acted too late
in the session for the Convention to be
considered by the full Senate.

Given the length of the delay and the
level of scrutiny, one might expect the
convention on discrimination against
women to be a technically demanding
international agreement. Nothing
could be further from the truth.

In fact, the convention is simple. It
requires states to take all appropriate

steps to eliminate discrimination
against women in political and public
life, law, education, employment,

health care, commercial transactions,
and domestic relations.

One hundred and sixty-one countries
have ratified the convention. Of the
world’s democracies, only the United
States has yet to ratify this funda-
mental document. Indeed, even coun-
tries we regularly censure for human
rights abuses China—the People’s Re-
public of Liaos, Irag—have either signed
or agreed in principle.

In our failure to ratify the conven-
tion on discrimination against women,
we now Keep company with a select
few: Iran, North Korea, Sudan, and Af-
ghanistan among them. Remember, as
the old saying goes, we are judged by
the company we keep. Is this how we
want to be known when it comes to de-
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fending the human rights of those un-
able to defend themselves?

In failing to ratify this convention on
discrimination against women, we risk
losing our moral right to lead in the
human rights revolution. By ratifying
the convention, we will demonstrate
our commitment to promoting equality
and to protecting women’s rights
throughout the world. By ratifying the
convention, we will send a strong mes-
sage to the international community
that the U.S. understands the problems
posed by discrimination against
women, and we will not abide by it. By
ratifying the convention, we reestab-
lish our credentials as a leader on
human rights and women’s rights.

Today, as we commemorate Inter-
national Women’s Day, I call on my
colleagues in the Senate to move for-
ward and ratify Convention on dis-
crimination against women.

The coerced trafficking of women
and girls for sexual exploitation is an
ugly, disturbing, and, unfortunately,
growing practice that demands our at-
tention.

Over 1 million people are trafficked
each year around the world, with 50,000
going to the United States. Trafficking
generates billions of dollars a year and
now constitutes the third largest
source of profits for organized crime,
behind only drugs and guns.

These criminal groups prey upon
women from poor countries who suffer
from poverty, war, and hopelessness
and desperately want a chance at a bet-
ter life. They are enticed by promises
of good paying jobs in richer countries
as models, au pairs, dancers, and do-
mestic workers.

Once the women fall victim to the
these gangs they are forced into labor,
have their passports seized, and are
subjected to beatings, rapes, starva-
tion, forced drug use, and confinement.

These victims have little or no legal
protection. They travel on falsified
documents or enter by means of inap-
propriate visas provided by traffickers.
When and if discovered by the police,
these women are usually treated as il-
legal aliens and deported. Even worse,
laws against traffickers who engage in
forced prostitution, rape, Kkidnaping,
and assault and battery are rarely en-
forced. The women will not testify
against traffickers out of fear of ret-
ribution, the threat of deportation, and
humiliation for their actions.

I am shocked and appalled that this
horrible and degrading practice con-
tinues. The United States must act as
a leader to rally the international com-
munity to put a stop to the trafficking
of women and girls. I am proud that
the 106th Congress passed, and Presi-
dent Clinton signed into law, the Vic-
tims of Trafficking and Violence Pro-
tection Act of 2000. Among other
things, the bill: directs the Secretary
of State to provide an annual report to
Congress listing countries that do and
do not comply with minimum stand-
ards for the elimination of trafficking;
establishes an Interagency Task Force
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to Monitor and Combat Trafficking;
provides assistance to foreign countries
for programs and activities to meet the
minimum international standards for
the elimination of trafficking; with-
holds U.S. non-humanitarian assist-
ance to countries that do not meet
minimum standards against trafficking
and are not making efforts to meet
minimum standards, unless continued
assistance is deemed to be in the U.S.
national interest; and increases pen-
alties for those engaged in sex traf-
ficking.

In addition, the fiscal year 2001 For-
eign Operations Appropriations Act
earmarked at least $1.35 million for the
Protection Project to study inter-
national trafficking, prostitution, slav-
ery, debt bondage, and other abuses of
women and children.

These are significant steps, but much
work needs to be done. We must en-
force the laws we have passed and we
must consider new laws to protect vic-
tims and bring traffickers to justice.
On International Women’s Day, I urge
my colleagues to continue the fight
against the sexual trafficking of
women and girls.

Rape as an instrument of war is an
issue which, in recent years, has been
of increasing concern to me.

Rape is no longer an isolated by-
product of war; it is increasingly a tool
to advance war aims. In recent years in
Bosnia, Rwanda, and East Timor sol-
diers and militiamen used rape on a or-
ganized, systematic, and sustained
basis to further their goal of ethnic
cleansing. In some cases, women were
kidnaped, interned in camps and
houses, forced to do labor, and sub-
jected frequent rape and sexual assault.

I was pleased that the United Na-
tions, in setting up the war crime tri-
bunals for the Balkans and Rwanda,
recognized rape as a war crime and a
crime against humanity.

Nevertheless, I was very disappointed
by the repeated failure of the inter-
national community, especially in the
former Yugoslavia, to see that those
who were indicted for perpetrating
these crimes were brought to justice. It
appeared that the major step forward
taken by the creation of the tribunals
would be nullified by inaction.

Finally, on February 22, 2001, the
international tribunal in The Hague
sentenced three Bosnian Serbs to pris-
on for rape during the Bosnian war. I
was very pleased the court took this
step. Clearly, there is still much work
to be done. Estimates are that up to
20,000 women in Yugoslavia were sys-
tematically raped as part of a policy of
ethnic cleansing and genocide. Many
perpetrators still remain at large.

Nevertheless, the court has stated
loud and clear that those who use rape
as an instrument of war will no longer
be able to escape justice. They will be
arrested, tried, and convicted. As
Judge Florence Mumba of Zambia stat-
ed, ‘“‘Lawless opportunists should ex-
pect no mercy, no matter how low
their position in the chain of command
may be.”
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I commend the victims who coura-
geously came forward to confront their
attackers and offer testimony that
helped lead to the convictions. The
international community, and women
in particular, owe them a debt of grati-
tude.

On International Women’s Day, I
urge the Administration and the inter-
national community to join me in con-
tinuing the fight to end the practice of
rape as an instrument of war, and to
pursue justice for its victims.

Perhaps nowhere in the world today
is there a clearer test of our commit-
ment of the cause of women’s rights
than Afghanistan.

To put it simply, I am shocked and
dismayed at the treatment of women in
Afghanistan by the Taliban. Afghan
women have been banned from work
and school and are largely confined in
their homes behind darkened windows.
They are required to wear full-length
veils, or burka, when in public and
must be accompanied by a male mem-
ber of the family. In addition, access to
medical services has been dramatically
reduced. Widows are not allowed to
work and must beg to subsist.

The women of Afghanistan, who have
seen their families destroyed by war,
are now having their economic life and
their fundamental human rights
stripped away, and the violations of Af-
ghan women'’s basic human rights have
pushed an already war-torn and war-
weary Afghanistan to the brink of dis-
aster.

The suffering of Afghan women and
girls must not be ignored by the United
States and the international commu-
nity. I am working on legislation with
Senator BOXER to address their plight
and put pressure on the Taliban to re-
spect basic human rights.

On International Women’s Day, the
United States, with our history of com-
mitment to women’s rights and equal-
ity, must redouble its efforts to place
respect for women’s rights at the top of
the international community’s agenda
regarding Afghanistan.

We must debate and ratify the Con-
vention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against
Women. We must rededicate ourselves
and our resources to international fam-
ily planning programs. We must en-
force tough anti-trafficking legisla-
tion. We must not ignore the gross vio-
lations of the human rights of Afghan
women.

We cannot afford to remain silent.
We cannot afford to place women’s
rights on a second tier of concern of
U.S. foreign policy. On International
Women’s Day, the United States and
the international community must
take a strong stand and issue a clear
warning to those who attempt to rob
women of basic rights that the world’s
governments will no Ilonger ignore
these abuses, or allow them to con-
tinue without repercussion.
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PRAYER AT THE HOUSE THE
SENATE BUILT PROGRAM

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President,
this morning, Members of the U.S. Sen-
ate came together to kick off the
House the Senate Built Program with
Habitat for Humanity International.
Today’s event partnered Members of
the Senate with HUD Secretary Mel
Martinez, Habitat founder Millard
Fuller, and a host of building partners
to begin work with the Spencer and
Williams families on their new homes
in Capitol Heights, MD.

Before the event began, Ms. Helena
Spencer, mother of one of the two fam-
ilies who will be moving into the
homes upon completion, shared with us
her frustrations of living in sub-
standard housing and her plea to God
to help her find a new home for her
family. Her message to us was that
Habitat for Humanity was an answer to
prayer. I want to share her prayer with
you today, because I feel it reflects
well on the work of Habitat for Human-
ity.

Ms. Spencer prayed:

Lord, my future looks so uncertain. It
seems as if everything dear to me has been
shaken or removed. He answered me, and
said in His word, I will remove what can be
shaken so that those things which ‘‘cannot
be shaken may remain” (Hebrews 12:27). My
life has to be built upon an unshakeable
foundation. He says I'm removing from you
all insecure foundation to force you to rest
on the foundation of me alone. A spiritual
house, in order to stand, must not be built on
a flimsy foundation. Your false resting place
is being shaken so that you will rely wholly
on me.

With these words, Helena Spencer
spoke volumes about how great a bless-
ing Habitat for Humanity is to so
many people in need. These words in-
spired us this morning as we worked
side by side building the houses that
the Spencer and Williams families will
call home. These words have motivated
us to see through the House the Senate
Built Project to its stated end; at least
one new Habitat home built by Mem-
bers of the U.S. Senate in each of our
home States.

I am thankful for the work of Habi-
tat for Humanity in this country and
am encouraged by the faith and hope
displayed today by Ms. Helena Spencer.

——
RECENT SCHOOL SHOOTINGS
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, earlier

this week, the community of Santee,
CA was struck by a horrible tragedy
when a student opened fire on his class-
mates at Santana High School. Two
people were Killed and 13 others were
wounded in the worst episode of school
violence since the mass shooting in
Littleton, CO almost 2 years ago. Al-
though students returned to school
yesterday, the grief over losing two of
their classmates and the memories of
what occurred will stay with them for-
ever. My thoughts and prayers are with
the victims, their families and the peo-
ple of Santee, CA as they attempt to
cope with this tragedy.
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