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only proper to share this wonderful re-
source with the entire nation by estab-
lishing the Paterson Great Falls as a
unit of the National Park Service,
NPS.

The Federal Government has already
acknowledged the significance of Great
Falls, by designating the area a na-
tional historic landmark. HEstablishing
it as a unit of the NPS would increase
the presence Great Falls, and the NPS
would provide staff and tours, and
allow for a better, more educational in-
terpretation of the site.

This designation is warranted. Our
Nation’s urban history is currently
under-represented by the NPS. Not
many sites tell the story of the growth
of our Nation and its economy from
that of agrarian to industrial. Other
than Lowell, Massachusetts, a one-
time industry powerhouse whose his-
toric district was designated a national
park, I am not aware of another NPS
site which represents our Nation’s rich
urban history.

My legislation would take the first
step towards this important designa-
tion by directing the NPS to study the
feasibility of establishing a national
park at the Paterson Great Falls area.
I ask that my colleagues join me in
support of this worthy effort, so that a
critical chapter in the story of our na-
tion may be told to future generations.

SENATE RESOLUTIONS

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 15—TO DESIGNATE A NA-
TIONAL DAY OF RECONCILI-
ATION

Mr. BROWNBACK submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

S. CoN. RES. 15

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That on a date to be
determined by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate, the Chaplain of the House
of Representatives and the Chaplain of the
Senate shall conduct a joint assembly, to be
conducted in the House Chamber, in which
Members of the House of Representatives
and the Senate will be able to express the
past struggles that we as a Nation have expe-
rienced, overcome, and still struggle with,
and thereby lead the Nation in beginning the
process of reconciliation.
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 16—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT THE
GEORGE WASHINGTON LETTER
TO TOURO SYNAGOGUE IN NEW-
PORT, RHODE ISLAND, WHICH IS
ON DISPLAY AT THE B’'NAI
B’'RITH KLUTZNICK NATIONAL

JEWISH MUSEUM IN WARSH-
INGTON, D.C., IS ONE OF THE
MOST SIGNIFICANT EARLY

STATEMENTS BUTTRESSING THE
NASCENT AMERICAN CONSTITU-
TIONAL GUARANTEE OF RELI-
GIOUS FREEDOM.

Mr. CHAFEE (for himself and Mr.
REED) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

S. CoN. RES. 16

Whereas George Washington responded to a
letter sent by Moses Seixas, warden of Touro
Synagogue in Newport, Rhode Island, in Au-
gust 1790;

Whereas, although Touro Synagogue, the
oldest Jewish house of worship in the United
States, and now a national historic site, was
dedicated in December 1763, Jewish families
had been in Newport for over 100 years before
that date;

Whereas these Jews, some of whom were
Marranos, came to the United States with
hopes of starting a new life in this country,
where they could practice their religious be-
liefs freely and without persecution;

Whereas they were drawn to the Colony of
Rhode Island and the Providence Plantations
because of Governor Roger Williams’ assur-
ances of religious liberty;

Whereas the letter from Touro Synagogue
is the most famous of many congratulatory
notes addressed to the new president by
American Jewish congregations;

Whereas Seixas articulated the following
principle, which Washington repeated in his
letter: “For happily the Government of the
United States, which gives to bigotry no
sanction, to persecution no assistance; re-
quires only that they who live under its pro-
tection, should demean themselves as good
citizens, in giving it on all occasions their ef-
fectual support’’;

Whereas this was the first statement of
such a principle enunciated by a leader of
the new United States Government;

Whereas this principle has become the cor-
nerstone of United States religious and eth-
nic toleration as it has developed during the
past two centuries;

Whereas the original letter is on display as
part of the permanent collection of the B’nai
B’rith Klutznick National Jewish Museum in
Washington, D.C.; and

Whereas Americans of all religious faiths
gather at Touro Synagogue each August on
the anniversary of the date of the letter’s de-
livery and at the Klutznick Museum on
George Washington’s birthday to hear read-
ings of the letter and to discuss how the let-
ter’s message can be applied to contem-
porary challenges: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that—

(1) the George Washington letter to Touro
Synagogue in Newport, Rhode Island, in Au-
gust 1790, which is on display as part of the
permanent collection of the B’nai B’rith
Klutznick National Jewish Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C., is one of the most significant
early statements buttressing the nascent
American constitutional guarantee of reli-
gious freedom; and

(2) the text of the George Washington let-
ter should be widely circulated, serving as an
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important tool for teaching tolerance to
children and adults alike.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise to
join my colleague from Rhode Island,
Senator CHAFEE, in introducing a reso-
lution commemorating the letter sent
by President George Washington to
Touro Synagogue in Newport Rhode Is-
land, the oldest Jewish house of wor-
ship in the United States.

When Roger Williams came to Rhode
Island in the 1630s, an individual’s
right to worship without government
interference was unknown in other
colonies or countries of the world. He
made religious tolerance the core prin-
ciple of his new settlement, and it be-
came a beacon of hope for those suf-
fering from persecution.

By the middle of the 17th century, 15
Jewish families, who knew the pain of
intolerance firsthand, arrived in New-
port to reclaim their faith and rebuild
their lives. This group included Jews
from Spain and Portugal who had been
forced to become Christian converts to
escape persecution. Rhode Island’s live-
ly experiment promised a new begin-
ning.

The 18th century say many steps to-
ward the realization of this promise, as
increasing trade and religious toler-
ance spurred the growth of Newport
and its Jewish community. By 1759,
with about 75 families totaling some
300 people, the Congregation turned to
the construction of a permanent house
of worship. Four years later, this Syna-
gogue was dedicated in a service led by
Reverend Isaac Touro, the spiritual
leader of the Congregation.

As this country’s first President,
George Washington was the leader of a
nation still crafting its ideals and iden-
tity. Although the new Constitution
had won ratification, many Americans
feared that its concentration of power
in a federal government threatened the
individual liberties for which they had
so recently gone to war. To alleviate
these fears, Washington began a na-
tionwide tour in support of a Bill of
Rights that would explicitly protect
basic freedoms of Americans against
government intrusion.

This tour brought Washington to
Newport in August 1790. During his
visit, Washington received an eloquent
letter from Moses Seixas, the warden of
Touro Synagogue. Seixas commended
the President for his work and leader-
ship in establishing a government that
respected the inalienable rights of all
citizens.

Washington’s response embraced
Seixas’ simple, elegant phrases to
renew his and the nation’s commit-
ment to Rhode Island’s founding prin-
ciple. Addressing a Congregation dedi-
cated to religious liberty in a state
based on this ideal, Washington re-
affirmed religious freedom as essential
to the new nation’s identity.

When Washington declared that ‘‘the
Government of the United States,
which gives to bigotry no sanction, to
persecution no assistance, requires
only that they who live under its pro-
tection should demean themselves as
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good citizens,”” he made Rhode Island’s
history of religious liberty a model for
the nation. ‘““To bigotry no sanction.”
It is for good reason that these words
continue to resonate today, as we con-
front the challenges of an ever more
closely linked, yet endlessly diverse
community of nations. We all know too
well the destruction that bigotry
causes, and this plague is still with us.
The fight for tolerance is as necessary
now as in the days of President Wash-
ington or Roger Williams.

This fight for tolerance is the reason
the original letter sent by George
Washington remains on permanent dis-
play at the B’nai B’rith Klutznick Na-
tional Jewish Museum in Washington,
D.C. This fight for tolerance is also the
reason Americans of all religious faiths
gather at the Klutznick Museum each
February and at Touro Synagogue each
August to hear readings of the letter.
It is my hope these commemorations
inspire us to follow the examples set by
Roger Williams and President Wash-
ington and continue to fight for reli-
gious and personal liberty for all.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 25—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
MARCH 18, 2001 AS ‘“NATIONAL
SAFE PLACE WEEK”

Mr. CRAIG (for himself and Mr.
CLELAND) submitting the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

S. REsS. 25

Whereas today’s youth are vital to the
preservation of our country and will be the
future bearers of the bright torch of democ-
racy;

Whereas youth need a safe haven from var-
ious negative influences such as child abuse,
substance abuse and crime, and they need to
have resources readily available to assist
them when faced with circumstances that
compromise their safety;

Whereas the United States needs increased
numbers of community volunteers acting as
positive influences on the Nation’s youth;

Whereas the Safe Place program is com-
mitted to protecting our Nation’s most valu-
able asset, our youth, by offering short term
‘“‘safe places” at neighborhood Ilocations
where trained volunteers are available to
counsel and advise youth seeking assistance
and guidance;

Whereas Safe Place combines the efforts of
the private sector and non-profit organiza-
tions uniting to reach youth in the early
stages of crisis;

Whereas Safe Place provides a direct
means to assist programs in meeting per-
formance standards relative to outreach/
community relations, as set forth in the Fed-
eral Runaway and Homeless Youth Act
guidelines;

Whereas the Safe Place placard displayed
at businesses within communities stands as
a beacon of safety and refuge to at-risk
youth;

Whereas over 500 communities in 32 states
and more than 9,000 locations have estab-
lished Safe Place programs;

Whereas over 47,000 young people have
gone to Safe Place locations to get help
when faced with crisis situations;

Whereas through the efforts of Safe Place
coordinators across the country each year
more than one-half million students learn
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that Safe Place is a resource if abusive or ne-
glectful situations exist;

Whereas increased awareness of the pro-
gram’s existence will encourage commu-
nities to establish Safe Places for the Na-
tion’s youth throughout the country: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) proclaims the week of March 18 through
March 24, 2001 as ‘‘National Safe Place
Week” and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States and interested groups to pro-
mote awareness of and volunteer involve-
ment in the Safe Place programs, and to ob-
serve the week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

SENATE RESOLUTION 26—STATING
THE SENSE OF THE SENATE RE-
GARDING FUNDING FOR THE
LOW-INCOME HOME ENERGY AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAM

Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, and Mrs. BOXER) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Appropria-
tions.

S. RES. 26

Whereas home energy assistance for work-
ing, low-income, and middle-income families
with children, the elderly on fixed incomes,
individuals with disabilities, and others who
need such assistance is a critical part of the
social safety net in cold weather areas dur-
ing the winter, and a source of necessary
cooling assistance during the summer;

Whereas the Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program (referred to in this resolu-
tion as “LIHEAP”) provides a highly tar-
geted, cost-effective way to help millions of
low-income residents of the United States
pay their home energy bills;

Whereas more than 25 of the households
that are eligible for assistance through
LIHEAP have annual incomes of less than
$8,000, and approximately %2 of those house-
holds have annual incomes of less than
$6,000;

Whereas regular and emergency funding
for LIHEAP for fiscal year 2001 has been ex-
hausted in some States and nearly exhausted
in several other States;

Whereas as a result, more than 30,000,000
households around the Nation may be left
without energy assistance in areas that may
face several more weeks of cold winter
weather; and

Whereas without additional funding, mem-
bers of those households may be forced to
make an unacceptable choice between heat-
ing their homes or purchasing food, medi-
cine, or other basic necessities: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the President and Congress should im-
mediately prepare and enact a supplemental
appropriations bill to provide $1,000,000,000 in
regular funding for LIHEAP, $152,000,000 for
weatherization assistance grants under part
A of title IV of the Energy Conservation and
Production Act (42 U.S.C. 6861 et seq.), and
$37,000,000 for State energy conservation plan
grants under part D of title IIT of the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6321
et seq.).
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SENATE RESOLUTION 27—TO EX-
PRESS THE SENSE OF THE SEN-
ATE REGARDING THE 1944 DE-
PORTATION OF THE CHECHEN
PEOPLE TO CENTRAL ASIA, AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. HELMS submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

S. REs. 27

Whereas for more than 200 years, the
Chechen people have resisted the efforts of
the Russian government to drive them from
their land and to deny them their own cul-
ture;

Whereas beginning on February 23, 1944,
nearly 500,000 Chechen civilians from the
northern Caucasus were arrested en masse
and forced onto trains for deportation to
central Asia;

Whereas tens of thousands of Chechens,
mainly women, children, and the elderly,
died en route to central Asia;

Whereas mass killings and the use of poi-
sons against the Chechen people accom-
panied the deportation;

Whereas the Chechen deportees were not
given food, housing, or medical attention
upon their arrival in central Asia;

Whereas the Soviet Union actively at-
tempted to suppress all expressions of
Chechen culture, including language, archi-
tecture, literature, music, and familial rela-
tions during the exile of the Chechen people;

Whereas it is generally accepted that more
than one-third of the Chechen population
died in transit during the deportation or
while living in exile in central Asia;

Whereas the deportation order was not re-
pealed until 1957;

Whereas the Chechens who returned to
Chechnya found their homes and land taken
over by new residents who violently opposed
the Chechen return; and

Whereas neither the Soviet Union, nor its
successor, the Russian Federation, has ever
accepted full responsibility for the brutal-
ities inflicted upon the Chechen people: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the United States should commemorate
the 57th anniversary of the brutal deporta-
tion of the Chechen people from their native
land;

(2) the current war in Chechnya should be
viewed within the historical context of re-
peated abuses suffered by the Chechen people
at the hands of the Russian state;

(3) the United States Government should
make every effort to alleviate the suffering
of the Chechen people; and

(4) it is in the interests of the United
States, the Russian Federation, Chechnya,
and the international community to find an
immediate, peaceful, and political solution
to the war in Chechnya.

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, next
week will mark the tragic anniversary
of Stalin’s mass deportation of
Chechen civilians from the northern
Caucasus to the barren steps of Central
Asia. In the early morning hours of
February 23, 1944, thousands of Chechen
families were ordered out of their
homes, arrested, and loaded on to rail
cars. Some five hundred thousand
Chechens were deported to Central
Asia. Tens of thousands, mainly
women, children, and the elderly, died
en route to Central Asia.

These deportations were part of Sta-
lin’s systematic effort to suppress the
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