
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1388 February 14, 2001
the military, politics and civil rights,
African-Americans have been key to
the progress and prosperity of our Na-
tion. Blacks have contributed to the
artistic and literary heritage of Amer-
ica from the early years to the present.
They have influenced the field of music
as composers, vocalists, and instru-
mentalists and played a seminal role in
the emergence of blues, jazz, gospel,
and rhythm and blues.

Although African-Americans owned
and published newspapers in the 19th
century, their achievements in the
communications industry have been
most noted in the 20th century, when
they produced and contributed to mag-
azines, newspapers, and television and
radio news and talk shows in unprece-
dented numbers. There are now hun-
dreds of Black-owned radio stations
throughout the country. While inte-
grated into professional sports rel-
atively recently, African-American
athletes have reached the highest lev-
els of accomplishment. They also com-
prise some of the finest athletes rep-
resenting the United States in the
Olympic Games.

As we move into the new Millenium,
we look forward to the continued
growth and prosperity of African-
American citizens. Our Nation’s his-
tory is replete with the contributions
of African-Americans. Black History
Month affords all Americans an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the great achieve-
ments of African-Americans, to cele-
brate how far this Nation has come,
and to remind us of how far we have to
go.
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DR. BENJAMIN ELIJAH MAYS
Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise

today to bring the country’s attention
to one of its most gifted educators,
civil rights leaders and theologians,
the late Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays, and
to again encourage the President to
award Dr. Mays a Presidential Medal of
Freedom. Dr. Mays lived an extraor-
dinary life that began in a very
unextraordinary setting. The son of
slaves, Dr. Mays grew up in the rural
community of Epworth, South Carolina
where poverty and racism were every-
day realities and the church was some-
times the only solace to be found. Yet,
as the title of Dr. Mays’ autobiog-
raphy, ‘‘Born to Rebel’’ reveals, he was
never satisfied with the status quo and
looked to education as the key to his
own success, and later the key to
sweeping social change.

After working his way through South
Carolina College, Bates College and a
doctoral program at the University of
Chicago, Dr. Mays worked as a teacher,
an urban league representative and
later dean of the School of Religion at
Howard University here in Washington.
Then, in 1940, he took the reins at
Morehouse College and—to borrow a
phrase—the rest was history. As Presi-
dent of Morehouse, Dr. Mays took an
ailing institution and transformed it
into one of America’s most vital aca-

demic centers and an epicenter for the
growing civil rights movement. He was
instrumental in the elimination of seg-
regated public facilities in Atlanta and
promoted the cause of nonviolence
through peaceful student protests in a
time often marred by racial violence.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other
influential 20th century leaders consid-
ered Dr. Mays a mentor and scores of
colleges and universities—from Har-
vard University to Lander University
in South Carolina—have acknowledged
his impressive achievements by award-
ing him an honorary degree.

After retiring from Morehouse after
27 years, Dr. Mays did not fade from
the spotlight—far from it. He served as
president of the Atlanta Board of Edu-
cation for 12 years, ensuring that new
generations of children received the
same quality education he had fought
so hard to obtain back in turn-of-the-
century South Carolina. Dr. Mays said
it best in his autobiography: ‘‘Fore-
most in my life has been my honest en-
deavors to find the truth and proclaim
it.’’ Now is the time for us to proclaim
Dr. Benjamin Mays one of our nation’s
most distinguished citizens by award-
ing him a posthumous Presidential
Medal of Freedom.
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ASYLUM AND DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, before
leaving office, Attorney General Reno
ordered the Board of Immigration Ap-
peals to reconsider its decision to re-
ject the asylum claim of a Guatemalan
domestic violence victim. I applaud the
former Attorney General for her ac-
tions in this case, entitled Matter of
R.A., and I encourage the Bush Admin-
istration to continue with her efforts
to provide a safe harbor for victims of
severe domestic abuse.

The facts of the R.A. case are
chilling. Ms. Rodi Alvarado Pena
sought asylum after suffering from un-
thinkable abuse at the hands of her
husband in her native Guatemala,
abuse that ended only when she es-
caped to the United States in 1995. She
said that her husband raped and pistol-
whipped her, and beat her unconscious
in front of her children. She said that
law enforcement authorities in Guate-
mala told her that they would not pro-
tect her from violent crimes com-
mitted against her by her husband.
And she believed that her husband
would kill her if she returned to Guate-
mala.

The INS did not dispute what Ms.
Pena said, and in 1996, an immigration
judge determined that she was entitled
to asylum. But in 1999, the Board of
Immigration Appeals (‘‘BIA’’) reversed
that decision on the grounds that even
if everything Ms. Pena said were true,
she did not qualify for asylum because
victims of domestic abuse do not con-
stitute a ‘‘social group’’ under existing
law. This decision seemed to me and a
number of other Senators and Rep-
resentatives to be inconsistent with

previous decisions extending asylum to
victims of sexual abuse. I wrote Doris
Meissner, then the Commissioner of
the INS, in August 1999 to express my
concerns about the case. I joined a
group of Senators writing Attorney
General Reno about this matter in No-
vember 1999, and raised those concerns
again in letters to the Attorney Gen-
eral in February and September 2000.
Finally, I reiterated my concerns to
Ms. Meissner in August 2000.

The Justice Department released a
proposed rule in December that would
make it easier for women to base asy-
lum petitions on gender-based persecu-
tion. Then-Attorney General Reno’s
January 19 order stays the R.A. case
until a final version of that rule is ap-
proved, at which time the BIA will re-
consider the case in light of that rule.
I urge the Bush Administration to ap-
prove a final rule that provides strong
protections for victims of domestic vio-
lence and other forms of gender-based
oppression. And I urge the BIA to apply
that rule in a way that provides the
maximum protection for such women.

The United States should have—and I
believe does have—a bipartisan com-
mitment to refugees. I have been
joined by Republicans such as Senators
BROWNBACK and JEFFORDS in my at-
tempts to draw attention to this case.
And I am optimistic that the Bush Ad-
ministration will share our concerns.
No one wants to see a victim of domes-
tic violence returned to face further
abuse, especially where her govern-
ment does not have the will or ability
to protect her. Working together, and
building on the foundation laid by At-
torney General Reno, we can prevent
that from happening.
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TRIBUTE TO FORMER SENATOR
ALAN CRANSTON

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
join many of my colleagues in paying
tribute to former Senator Alan Cran-
ston, who died on New Year’s Eve, 2000.
Since I came to the Senate in 1985, I
have had the honor of serving on the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and
my first 8 years on the committee were
under the superb chairmanship of Sen-
ator Cranston. During our years, I
came to know and appreciate his
unbounded dedication to the veterans
of this country, and his extraordinary
record of leadership and commitment
to our Nation throughout his 24 years
of public service in the U.S. Senate.

Senator Cranston played an integral
role in veterans affairs from his first
days in the Senate, serving initially as
Chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs Sub-
committee of the then-Committee on
Labor and Public Welfare. When that
subcommittee became the full Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs in 1971, he
was a charter member of it. He became
Chairman of the full Committee in
1977, was ranking member from 1978–
1986, and then Chairman again in 1987,
until he left the Senate in 1993.
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Throughout his tenure, Senator

Cranston demonstrated a devoted com-
mitment to the men and women who
risk their lives for the safety and wel-
fare of our Nation. Although he op-
posed the war in Vietnam, he was a
strong champion for the rights and
benefits of those who served in it.

Senator Cranston’s vision—to ensure
that our country uphold its obligation
to meet the post-service needs of vet-
erans and their families—was the inspi-
ration for the many pieces of legisla-
tion passed during his tenure. He
showed his concern for disabled vet-
erans and their families in many ways,
including authoring support programs
that provided for grants, cost-of- living
increases in benefits, adaptive equip-
ment, rehabilitation, and other serv-
ices.

Senator Cranston’s record on issues
related to the employment and edu-
cation of veterans is unequaled. As
early as 1970, he authored the Veterans’
Education and Training Amendments
Act, which displayed his heartfelt con-
cern for Vietnam-era veterans, and
served as the foundation for other key
initiatives over the years.

As a strong advocate for health care
reform myself, I appreciated Senator
Cranston’s efforts over the years to im-
prove veterans’ health care through af-
firmative legislation. He brought na-
tional attention to the many needs of
VA health care facilities, which re-
sulted in the improvement of the qual-
ity of their staffs, facilities, and serv-
ices.

Senator Cranston’s patience in pur-
suit of his goals is legendary. For ex-
ample, he introduced legislation in 1971
to establish a VA readjustment coun-
seling program for Vietnam veterans.
When it failed that year, he reintro-
duced it in the next Congress, and the
next, and the next, never losing sight
of his vision. Four Congresses later, in
1979, it was finally accepted by the
House of Representatives. The VA’s
Vet Center Program was established
that year and, in the ensuing years,
this program helped many Vietnam
veterans deal with their adjustment
problems after service, including post-
traumatic stress disorder.

After the program was established,
Senator Cranston fought successfully
to make it permanent, thereby ena-
bling Vet Centers to survive proposed
cuts by the Reagan administration. He
also pushed for enactment of legisla-
tion which extended the eligibility pe-
riod for readjustment counseling. In
1991, Senator Cranston authored legis-
lation which allowed veterans of later
conflicts, including the Persian Gulf
War, Panama, Grenada, and Lebanon,
to receive assistance at Vet Centers as
well.

Another example of Senator Cran-
ston’s persistence was his effort to pro-
vide an opportunity for veterans to
seek outside review of VA decisions on
claims for benefits. He began working
on this issue in the mid-70’s and stayed
with it through final enactment in 1988

of legislation which established a court
to review veterans’ claims. That court,
now known as the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for Veterans Claims, stands as a
legacy to Senator Cranston’s commit-
ment to making sure that veterans are
treated fairly by the government that
they served.

The list of Senator Cranston’s
achievements is long—for veterans, his
home State of California, our country,
and the world. Senator Cranston’s lead-
ership had a broad sweep, way beyond
the concerns of veterans. From nuclear
disarmament to housing policy to edu-
cation to civil rights, Senator Cranston
fought to do the right thing, with en-
ergy and passion. For nearly a quarter
of a century, he was a true champion
for the less fortunate among our soci-
ety.

Senator Cranston’s legacy is im-
mense, and I know that his leadership,
which continued after he left this
Chamber, will be missed. I consider
myself fortunate to have had the op-
portunity to work side-by-side with
him over the years. By continuing his
fight for the people we represent and
the ideals we were elected to uphold, I
seek to carry on his mission.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that an article about Senator
Cranston by Thomas Tighe, a former
staff member of the Senate Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, be printed in the
RECORD. His thoughts on Senator Cran-
ston, which appeared in the January 7,
2001, edition of the Santa Barbara
News-Press, are quite compelling.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

ALAN CRANSTON: HE SEPARATED THE WAR
FROM THE WARRIOR

(By Thomas Tighe, President and CEO of
Direct Relief International)

Alan Cranston stood for and accomplished
many important things during the course of
his life and Senate career, which, as might
be expected given his low-key approach, re-
ceived little comment upon his death. But
having worked for Alan—as he insisted all
his staff call him—during his last several
years in office, I was saddened by both his
passing and the absence of public recognition
for much of what his life’s work accom-
plished.

Elected in 1968 strongly opposing the war
in Vietnam, Senator Cranston was assigned
the chair of the subcommittee responsible
for overseeing the veterans health care sys-
tem. He was among the very first in our
country to separate the war from the war-
rior, as he sought to have the system do
right by the returning soldiers whose war-
time experiences, severity of injury, and re-
adjustment seemed somehow different from
those of earlier wars.

While retaining his aversion to war, Alan
Cranston devoted much of his career in the
Senate to ensuring that the country’s obliga-
tion to those who fought in war—however
unpopular—was recognized as fundamentally
important and honored accordingly. He
pushed hard to expand spinal-cord injury,
blindness, and traumatic brain injury care,
which were lacking and desperately needed.
He championed mental health services, au-
thoring legislation to create ‘‘Vet Centers’’
where veterans themselves counseled each
other and to fund research that ultimately

obtained formal recognition and treatment
for post-traumatic stress disorder as a ‘‘real’’
condition that affected soldiers. Drug and al-
cohol services, vocational rehabilitation, and
comprehensive assistance for homeless vet-
erans all resulted from his insight, his perse-
verance, and his commitment to those who
served our country.

The terms ‘‘paramedic’’ and ‘‘medevac’’ did
not exist in civilian society in the late
1960s—they do today because Alan saw how
effective the combination of medical per-
sonnel, telecommunications, and helicopters
had been in treating battlefield injuries in
Vietnam, and he authored the first pilot pro-
gram to apply this model to the civilian sec-
tor.

Senator Cranston also was the most vig-
orous, insightful, tough, and effective sup-
porter that the Peace Corps has ever had in
the Congress—stemming from his early in-
volvement with Sargent Shriver in the early
1960’s before he was elected. I know about
these issues, and his remarkable legacy, be-
cause I worked on them for Alan as a com-
mittee lawyer in the Senate and, after he
left office, as the Chief Operating Officer of
the Peace Corps.

But there were many, many other issues
that Senator Cranston not only cared about
but worked to effectuate in a painfully thor-
ough, respectful, and principled way. He was
an early and stalwart advocate for preserva-
tion and judicious stewardship of the envi-
ronment, an unyielding voice for a woman’s
right to make reproductive health choices,
and of course, a relentless pursuer of world
peace and the abolition of nuclear weapons—
upon which he continued to work passion-
ately until the day he died.

Those efforts have made a tremendous
positive difference in the lives of millions of
people in this country and around the world.

For me, Alan Cranston’s standard of adher-
ing to principle while achieving practical
success remains a constant source of inspira-
tion and motivation, as I am sure is true for
the hundreds of others who worked on his
staff over the course of 24 years. His was an
example that one’s strongly held ideological
and policy beliefs, whether labeled ‘‘liberal’’
or ‘‘conservative,’’ should not be confused
with or overwhelmed by partisanship if it
prevented meaningful progress. And he in-
sisted upon honest and vigorous oversight of
publicly funded programs he supported—to
avoid defending on principle something inde-
fensible in practice, thereby eroding support
for the principle itself.

Once, while trying to describe an obstacle
on a Peace Corps matter, I made a flip ref-
erence to the ‘‘America Right or Wrong’’
crowd. He asked if I knew where that expres-
sion came from, which I did not. He said it
was usually misunderstood and, as in my
case, misused, and told me that it was a won-
derfully patriotic statement. He stared at me
calmly, with a slight smile and with the
presence of nearly 80 years of unimaginably
rich experiences in life and politics, and said,
‘‘America, right or wrong. When it’s right,
keep it right. When it’s wrong, make it
right.’’

It was a privilege to work for Alan Cran-
ston, and to know that is what he tried to
do.
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VA LEADS THE NATION IN END-
OF-LIFE CARE

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
the Department of Veterans Affairs has
been quick to embrace the idea that
more needs to be done to deal with pa-
tients’ pain, and this has become an in-
tegral part of VA’s overall efforts to
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