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Senator Mitchell said he is often
asked whether there are common les-
sons that can be drawn from his experi-
ence in this Senate and at the peace
table in Belfast.

Yes, he said. And among the most
important is this:

“There is no such thing as a conflict
that can’t be ended. Conflicts are cre-
ated and sustained by human beings.
They can be ended by human beings.”’

That is a lesson worth remembering
as this new Congress begins.

The sixth speaker in the leader’s lec-
ture series is also a friend to many of
us—a man to whom I owe a personal
debt of gratitude and for whom I have
the greatest respect: Robert J. Dole.

For 18 months, he and I served as
leaders of our parties.

That was 6 years ago. My party had
just done the unthinkable. We had lost
the majority in both the House and the
Senate. Not only was Senator Dole now
the majority leader—a position I had
hoped to hold—but it was also widely
assumed that he would run against a
Democratic President the next year.

We could have had a terrible rela-
tionship. The fact that we did not was
due to Senator Dole’s love of this body
and this Nation, and to his funda-
mental sense of fairness and decency.

He served as Republican leader for 11
years—longer than any Republican in
history. In all, he spent 10,000 days in
this Senate. Of those 10,000 days, he
said, a few stood out especially vividly.

One day that stood out, he said, was
when he invited former Senator George
McGovern to join the congressional
delegation attending the funeral of
former First Lady Pat Nixon:

(A) reporter asked George why he should
honor the wife of a man with whom he had
waged a bitter battle for the White House.
Senator McGovern replied: ‘“You can’t keep
on campaigning forever.” And George was
right.

It seems to me that is another lesson
worth remembering as this Congress
begins.

The seventh speaker, former Vice
President Dan Quayle, recalled as one
of his proudest achievements in the
Senate was working with TED KENNEDY
to strengthen America’s job-training
programs in the early 1980s.

He also said that people often ask
him how being Vice President com-
pares with being a Senator.

He tells them: “When you are Vice
President, it is always impressed on
you that you are No. 2. . .”

But ‘“when you are a Senator, you
are your own person. You have real au-
tonomy. You make independent deci-
sions . . . You are, in a way, an inde-
pendent conscience in this institution.

The best word to describe a Senator
is: free. He or she is free to stand up
and debate, free to speak his or her
mind, free to act according to his or
her best judgment.

““I believe you would concur that the
Senate’s best debates,” he added, ‘“‘are
bipartisan debates.”

These are seven remarkable leaders
who achieved the highest positions in
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their parties—who know what it means
to be in Teddy Roosevelt’s ‘‘arena.”

To them, bipartisanship is not emas-
culating. It is ennobling. It is not be-
traying the people who sent us here. It
is the only hope we have of serving
them.

What is bipartisanship in the 107th
Congress? We will need to find the
right answer to that question if we are
to serve our country well. We will not
be able to quantify bipartisanship. Bi-
partisanship is not a mathematical for-
mula. It is a spirit. It is a way of work-
ing together that tolerates open de-
bate. It recognizes principled com-
promise. It means respecting the right
of each Senator to speak his or her
mind, and vote his or her conscience.
And it means recognizing that we must
do business differently after an elec-
tion that gave us a 50-50 Senate and an
almost evenly divided House. Above
all, it means putting the national in-
terest ahead of personal or party inter-
ests.

This year, as I said, is a historic year
for the Senate. This past year was also
historic. it was the 200th anniversary
of Congress’ first meeting in this build-
ing.

As part of the anniversary celebra-
tion, artists are restoring what are
known as the Brumidi Corridors on the
first floor of the Capitol’s Senate wing.

The Corridors were painted more
than 150 years ago by an Italian immi-
grant named Constantino Brumidi, the
same man who painted the ceiling in
the Rotunda.

He has been called ‘“‘America’s Mi-
chelangelo’’—and with good reason.

He spent 25 years of his life painting
scenes on the walls and ceilings of this
Capitol. It was a labor of love for the
country he chose as his home.

I think I must have walked through
those corridors 1,000 times over the
years. Every time, I marvel at
Brumidi’s talents and their beauty.

Over the years, Brumidi’s original
work was covered with layers of paint
and varnish and dirt. Now, restorers
are scraping those layers off. And what
they are revealing beneath is an even
more beautiful depiction of Brumidi’s
imagination over 100 years ago.

I believe the same can be true of this
Senate. Many times over the last sev-
eral years, a layer of bitter partisan-
ship has settled over this body. Even
with that disadvantage, it has re-
mained the greatest legislative body in
the history of the world, and one in
which I am proud to serve. But think
how much more effective it could be if
we could wash away the partisanship.

At the first Leaders’ Lecture, Sen-
ator LOTT compared the Old Senate
Chamber to this Chamber. He said that
the Old Chamber was more intimate,
and more beautiful. And he was right.
But this Chamber has one profound dis-
tinction that makes all the difference.
The Old Chamber celebrates our past.
In this Chamber, it is our privilege—
and our responsibility—to chart our
Nation’s future.
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I look forward to working with Sen-
ators on both sides of the aisle, and
with our new President, to find honor-
able ways to do the work we have all
been sent here to do.

I yield the floor.

————————

CONGRATULATING THE MAJORITY
LEADER

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before the
majority leader leaves the floor, I want
to tell him how much I appreciate not
only the content of what he has stated
but the expression that was given. We
have a lot of work to do.

As our leader, we Democrats have
watched you over these past 6 years,
and have marveled at the work you
have been able to do. I do agree with
you; the Senate has changed remark-
ably in its composition. It has im-
proved so much with the addition of
women. Now 20 percent of our con-
ference is made up of women. We are a
better Senate for that having occurred.
We are going to continue to get better.

I say to the majority leader that we
support you. We acknowledge there are
some things we need to work out. I
hope in this tone of compromise that
the first thing the Republicans will do,
during the time they are in the minor-
ity status, would be to acknowledge
that the Senate is 50-50, and as a result
of that, because most of the work is
done in committees, we have an ar-
rangement where the committees are
evenly divided. I know our leader has
worked hard to accomplish that. I hope
that can be done between you and Sen-
ator LOTT. I hope we will not have to
have filibusters by the Republicans on
a resolution to establish what is a fair,
equally divided committee structure in
the Senate.

I also acknowledge the leader for his
statement about what we need to do.
We have so many things to do: With
education, health care, making sure
that workers are protected, dealing
with the difficult problems we have
with Medicare, and paying down this
huge debt that we owe. I hope we can
keep our eye on the prize and not get
burdened with partisan squabbling.

So as one of your loyal lieutenants, I
look forward to this next Congress and
accomplishing things for the people of
the State of Nevada, the people of
South Dakota, the people of Louisiana,
and the whole country, so that we can
walk out of here as proud, when this
Congress ends, as we are at the begin-
ning of this Congress.

Again, I congratulate and applaud
the majority leader for his remarks.

——————

THANKING THE ASSISTANT
MAJORITY LEADER

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, let me
thank the distinguished assistant
Democratic leader, the now assistant
majority leader, for his kind remarks
and for all he has done for the Senate
and for our caucus.
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As we closed out the 106th Congress,
many called attention to the remark-
able work done by the assistant major-
ity leader—then assistant Democratic
leader—in the last Congress. He has be-
come an invaluable asset. His leader-
ship, and the strength of his day-to-day
involvement on the Senate floor, in
concert with our Republican col-
leagues, is so deeply appreciated.

I share his optimism and his deter-
mination to make this a productive
Congress. I look forward, in the most
heartfelt way, to working with him as
we face the challenges of the new Con-
gress.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
REED). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———
RECESS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on be-
half of the majority leader, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate stand in
recess until 3:15 p.m. today.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 2:01 p.m., recessed until 3:16 p.m.;
whereupon, the Senate reassembled
when called to order by the Presiding
Officer [Mr. AKAKA].

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, in his capacity as a Senator
from Hawaii, suggests the absence of a
quorum.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

SCOOP JACKSON’S DESK

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, today
we saw new Members of the Senate
sworn in. It was a pleasure to see a
dear personal friend, MARIA CANTWELL
from the great State of Washington,
sworn in as that State’s junior Sen-
ator.

When I was visiting with her in the
fall, during the maximum climactic
days of her campaign, we were talking
about the Senate and great Senators
from the State of Washington, and the
name of Henry ‘‘Scoop’ Jackson came
up. He has been one of my heroes. As a
matter of fact, last year I was given
the Scoop Jackson Award, and it was a
great honor for me to receive it.

Scoop Jackson was, of course, known
for his stance for a strong military, a
strong defense, and also a strong com-
mitment to positive and progressive so-
cial policies. This made him a great
statesman from the State of Wash-
ington.
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When Maria and I discussed this, I
said: It is interesting; when I came to
the Senate 4 years ago, I wound up
with Scoop Jackson’s desk. As a mat-
ter of fact, as my colleagues know, it is
a tradition, after one has served here a
while, that they carve their name in
the desk when they leave.

This honored desk has Scoop Jack-
son’s name carved in it. It is my pleas-
ure today to yield to the freshman Sen-
ator from the great State of Wash-
ington and, in the great tradition of
Scoop Jackson, to yield to her this
desk which will be transferred to her
shortly. I wish her the very best and a
long, lively term in the Senate, par-
ticularly in the tradition of Scoop
Jackson.

I welcome Senator CANTWELL and
yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from the State of Washington is

recognized.
Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
thank my good friend, Senator

CLELAND of Georgia, for the honor and
this gift of a very humble beginning for
me in the Senate, to have the oppor-
tunity not only to work with him and
my new colleagues but to be the recipi-
ent of such a warm welcome.

Senator Jackson was obviously a
landmark in our Capitol, as well as his
years of dedication in our State. Sen-
ator Jackson arrived here in January
of 1941—he was 28 years old—and start-
ed to represent the State of Wash-
ington, the Second Congressional Dis-
trict, and then later, for 31 years,
served in the U.S. Senate.

He was a great leader on foreign pol-
icy, on human rights, on arms control,
and on the importance of our environ-
ment, with the Jackson-Vanik amend-
ment, with the National Environ-
mental Protection Act, and a variety
of other landmark environmental poli-
cies that were so important to the
State of Washington but also to this
country.

It is an honor to accept this gift from
Senator CLELAND of the desk of Sen-
ator Scoop Jackson, a Senator who was
known as one who worked across the
aisle in a bipartisan fashion. In fact,
one observer of public policy, George
Will, called him one of the ‘‘finest pub-
lic servants I have known, who mas-
tered the delicate balance of democ-
racy.”

Again, I thank the Senator from
Georgia for this very kind gift and out-
reach on my very first day in the Sen-
ate in the hope that I will carry on the
Northwest tradition that has been so
important to our State.

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BAYH. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. LIN-
COLN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. ROBERT BOYER

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I
rise to recognize the service and career
of Mr. Robert Boyer, a member of the
senior executive service, upon his re-
tirement after 33 years of honorable
and distinguished service. Throughout
his career, he has epitomized the Navy
core values of honor, courage, and com-
mitment and has displayed an excep-
tional ability to advance the Navy’s fa-
cilities requirements within the De-
partment of Defense and the Congress.
I commend him for a superb career of
service to the Navy, our great Nation,
and my home state of South Carolina.

Mr. Boyer received the 2000 Presi-
dential Rank of Meritorious Executive
for sustained superior performance,
leadership and management. He has a
distinguished reputation as one of the
government’s leaders in strategic ac-
quisition, business innovations, and
contract initiatives. As the lead senior
civilian with the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command, Mr. Boyer is a vi-
sionary, directly responsible for the
implementation of new acquisition
strategies and innovative operations
and organization changes that serve
Navy operating forces, senior leaders of
industry, and other customers world-
wide. As the Executive Director of Ac-
quisition during the past three years,
Mr. Boyer established a creative and
ground-breaking an acquisition pro-
gram copied both within and outside
the federal government. The global
scope of his responsibilities and the
depth, breadth and sheer quantity of
contractual actions under Mr. Boyer’s
purview are staggering. While Mr.
Boyer continues to champion innova-
tion and initiative within the entire
Command, he continually exceeds the
execution and performance goals of his
Acquisition program. His loyalty and
integrity are unequaled, as is the re-
spect that he has earned from his
workforce. His combination of superior
talent, leadership acumen and genuine
love of his work make him a gifted ex-
ecutive.

Mr. Boyer’s acquisition innovations
have changed construction and service
contracting ashore and set new stand-
ards within the Department of Defense
for programs such as the Public-Pri-
vate-Venture for the Family Housing
and Utility product lines. He has made
dramatic operational improvements,
realigning scarce resources to acquire
the best possible value for the Navy.
We widely acclaim his innovative ap-
proaches within the Navy and most re-
cently, focused senior leaders on his ac-
quisition innovations.

From December 1991 to May 1996, Mr.
Boyer was the Senior Procurement Ex-
ecutive for the Federal Management
Agency. In this capacity he directed a
nationwide contract, grant, and co-
operative agreement program in sup-
port of the Agency’s all hazard mis-
sion. His duties included direct support
to the multibillion dollar state and
local municipality efforts to improve
their disaster mitigation programs, re-
sponse, and recovery efforts. From 1971
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