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Police; U.S. Conference of Mayors; Pres-
byterian Church; Episcopal Church; and the
Parent’'s Network on Disabilities.

Poll after poll continues to show that the
American public supports hate crimes legisla-
tion, including legislation inclusive of sexual
orientation. A new Kaiser Family Foundation
poll released last month shows that 73 percent
of Americans support hate crime legislation
that includes sexual orientation.

Passage of a comprehensive law banning
hate violence is long overdue. It is a federal
crime to hijack an automobile or to possess
cocaine, and it ought to be a federal crime to
drag a man to death because of his race or
to hang a man because of his sexual orienta-
tion. These are crimes that shock and shame
our national conscience and they should be
subject to federal law enforcement assistance
and prosecution.

———

THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
HATE CRIMES PREVENTION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge the House to pass H.R.
1343, the Local Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Prevention Act. Passage of hate
crimes legislation is long overdue.

As the House of Representatives fails
to act, the list of victims of hate
crimes grows every day. One such vic-
tim was murdered in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, last month on November 11.
Juana Vega was shot repeatedly by her
girlfriend’s brother outside her
girlfriend’s family home. According to
friends of the victim, the suspect made
repeated threats, explicitly stating
that he would kill the victim because
of her sexual orientation.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, this
tragic situation repeats itself far too
often in our country. We must act to
address it now. It is unfortunate that
hate crimes occur, but they do. It is ir-
responsible to deny that there are indi-
viduals who seek to commit violence
against an individual because they may
be gay, lesbian, a woman, or disabled,
the people that we seek to protect with
the passage of this legislation.

It has been argued that we cannot see
into a criminal’s heart or mind, that
we cannot determine their motive and
intent, and therefore, cannot dole out
appropriate justice. Yet, the most an-
cient concepts of justice still with us
today consider the intent of those per-
petrating a crime. Should we not con-
sider the intent of a man or woman
who kills or maims because of their ha-
tred of an entire group, class, or race of
people?

A Member of the other body, the
former chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, said last year,
“A crime committed not just to harm
an individual but out of the motive of
sending a message of hatred to an en-
tire community is appropriately pun-
ished more harshly or in a different
manner than other crimes.”

Hate crimes are different than other
violent crimes because they seek to in-
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still fear in an entire community, be it
burning a cross in someone’s yard, the
burning of a synagogue, or a rash of
beatings of people in proximity to gay-
identified establishments. This sort of
domestic terrorism demands a strong
Federal response because this country
was founded on the premise that per-
sons should be free to be who they are
without the fear of violence.

Mr. Speaker, this House needs to pass
the Local Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Prevention Act as expeditiously
as possible. We need to do everything
that we can to prevent hate crimes like
the murder of Juana Vega.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR PAS-
SAGE OF MEANINGFUL HATE
CRIMES PREVENTION LEGISLA-
TION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join with the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WOOLSEY), the
gentlewoman from Maryland (Mrs.
MORELLA), the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. Louis), the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN), and others
here today to express my strong sup-
port for the passage of meaningful hate
crimes prevention legislation, and in
particular, the Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act of 2001, which I am
proud to be a cosponsor of.

During these difficult times, it is
critical that we stand together as one
people united against a common
enemy. In the past months we have
witnessed the worst of humanity. On
September 11, over 3,500 of our fellow
human beings were murdered by ex-
tremists whose sole motivation was a
pure hatred of America and the free-
dom and diversity that define our Na-
tion. We must combat this horrible act
by holding those responsible to ac-
count, and we must combat this hor-
rible act by sending a powerful and
clear message to the world that we are
a Nation that values tolerance, accept-
ance, understanding; and we are a Na-
tion that celebrates our diversity.

At no time in the great history of
this Nation has it been more important
for us to take a stand against hatred,
scapegoating, and prejudice that can
affect and destroy a society. Never has
it been more important for us to reach
out to our friends and neighbors of Ar-
abic descent or of the Islamic faith,
demonstrating how much we value
them as members of our community.

Nothing would aggravate and under-
mine the forces that committed the
horrible atrocities of September 11
more than redoubling our efforts to
protect and respect and uphold the
rights of all.

Mr. Speaker, since September 11,
hate crimes against Muslim and Arab
Americans and immigrants have in-
creased all over the country. From
small towns to large cities, we have
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seen incidents of physical and verbal
abuse. More than 1,200 cases of hate-
motivated attacks or assault against
members of the Muslim and Arab com-
munities have been documented in just
3 months.

As Members of Congress, we must act
now to reassure our American Muslim
and Arabic communities that they and
their families are safe and welcome and
we value their presence in our country.

America has always been a Nation of
tremendous diversity. As our men and
women in uniform risk their lives to
protect our way of life, nothing could
send them a stronger message of sup-
port than an America that finds
strength in the differences in heritage
and beliefs that make us uniquely
American. Bias, bigotry, scapegoating,
prejudice, discrimination, and hateful
persecution have no place in American
society. It is time we solidified such a
position with the full force of the law.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., once
said, and I quote, ‘‘Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere.” Mr.
Speaker, as we fight to bring those who
have attacked us to justice, we must
not overlook the injustices that are
still present in our own society. Hate
crimes are serious and well-docu-
mented problems, yet they remain in-
adequately recognized. The current
Federal hate crimes statute is limited
to crimes motivated by discrimination
on the basis of race, religion, color, or
national origin. Unfortunately, hate
crimes committed in this country are
broader than that. Current law ex-
cludes other communities of individ-
uals who are victimized just as often
for other reasons.

The importance of congressional ac-
tion on this crucial issue cannot be
overemphasized. Unlike other crimes,
hate-motivated crimes not only affect
individuals or families, they perma-
nently scar entire communities. Only
by recognizing and combatting these
crimes can we all begin to eradicate
the bias and bigotry that remains all
too prevalent in today’s society.

We must work to rid our schools and
our neighborhoods and our commu-
nities of hatred. We owe it to ourselves,
we owe it to each other, and we owe it
to our children who look to us for guid-
ance.

The time has come to break down the
walls of ignorance once and for all and
replace them with communities built
on tolerance, justice, and compassion.
The perpetrators of hate crimes are not
the only guilty parties. Silence, com-
placency, and indifference in the face
of such brutal attacks are allies, as
well.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to join in the fight for a Nation united
against the evils of bigotry and hate di-
rected against anyone in our society.
Let us bring this legislation to the
floor that has been championed by the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CON-
YERS) so valiantly over the years. Let
us pass it through this House, and let
us send a message to the rest of the
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world that the United States of Amer-
ica will not tolerate hate crimes. It is
a message that needs to be sent now.

———

A TRIBUTE TO DR. KAMLESH
GOSAI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. MAS-
CARA) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Dr. Kamlesh B.
Gosai, this year’s winner of the Coun-
try Doctor of the Year Award.

Let me begin by saying that Dr.
Gosai best exemplifies and illustrates
the Hippocratic oath he took upon en-
tering the practice of medicine. He is a
shining example of what that oath is
all about. He is a great human being.

This award was created to recognize
outstanding rural physicians through-
out the United States, and Dr. Gosai
definitely is deserving of this recogni-
tion.
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This is a tribute to his dedication,
skill and caring for his patients, a rare
commodity in a time when health care
is undergoing questionable change.

Dr. Gosai always has time for his pa-
tients. He practices out of the South-
west Medical Center in Bentleyville,
Pennsylvania, a small community of
about 2,300 people where I met my wife
Dolores. While many physicians choose
to practice medicine in larger, more
populated areas, Dr. Gosai has chosen
to make his home in the Mon Valley
region of southwestern Pennsylvania.

Dr. Gosai is the perfect example of
how a good country doctor can change
a community in a positive way. He
brought a state-of-the-art medical cen-
ter to Bentleyville and recruited many
specialists to enter his practice. He
also opened a medical center in 1993 in
nearby Charleroi, Pennsylvania, iron-
ically where I live, which now employs
nearly 100 and offers a wide range of
specialty practices.

In addition to being on call 24 hours
a day, it is not uncommon for Dr. Gosai
to see 75 patients a day in his office or
make himself available for last-minute
exams or emergencies; and, yes, he still
makes some house calls.

As key health care providers for
more than 60 million people, country
doctors are an integral part of Amer-
ica’s health care system, and the peo-
ple of the 20th District of Pennsylvania
are very fortunate to have a dedicated
physician like Dr. Gosai living in their
own backyard.

Mr. Speaker, I know the entire House
of Representatives joins me in con-
gratulating Dr. Gosai on this well-de-
served honor. He is a credit to his pro-
fession.

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
PATRICIA A. JONES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PENCE). Under a previous order of the
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House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAVIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to pay tribute to an outstanding
woman, Mrs. Patricia A. Jones, who in
her own right provided immeasurable
services, especially to children and so-
cial service agencies in Chicago, Illi-
nois, and its surrounding suburbs.

In addition to that, Mrs. Jones is also
the beloved wife of the Senate Demo-
cratic Leader of Illinois, Emil Jones,
Jr. She passed away Sunday past at 11
p.m. at St. Francis Hospital, a young
woman, only 63 years old.

She was as much a partner in her
husband’s public life as she was in his
private life. Emil and Patricia Jones
were wed on December 4, 1974. She was
born in New Orleans, Liouisiana, on Au-
gust 9, 1938, the third of eleven chil-
dren. She went through the New Orle-
ans school system where she became a
teacher.

Of course, ultimately, she came to
Chicago and is survived by her hus-
band; two sons, John Sterling and Emil
Jones III; and a nephew, Emil Alvarez
Jones, whom she raised. She is also
survived by a number of other rel-
atives.

She attended Loyola University in
Chicago and graduated from Chicago
State University.

As a young adult, Mrs. Jones moved
with her family to Chicago. She was
employed by the City of Chicago, ad-
ministrating the Title 20 program for a
number of years, which included pre-
school, Head Start. She also taught in
the preschool program at the YMCA in
Chicago.

She served on the school board as
President of Holy Name of Mary Catho-
lic School in Morgan Park. She was ac-
tive in her church, Holy Name Mary
Catholic Church in Morgan Park,
where she was a former member of the
Ladies Guild. She was a member of
AKA Sorority and a board member of
the Beverly Arts Center.

We extend our condolences to the mi-
nority leader in the Illinois Senate,
Emil Jones, on the death of his wife,
but we value her contributions and
know that they will long remain not
only a part of Chicago but a part of the
Nation.

———
FOLLOW THE WILL OF CONGRESS:
REMOVE MEXICAN SEWAGE

FROM U.S. SOIL AND WATER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 56 minutes.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to tell my colleagues about an
incredible situation that is going on in
my district in San Diego, California. I
have running through my district 50
million gallons of raw sewage a day. I
doubt that any congressperson in
America could say that, 50 million gal-
lons of raw sewage coming through his
or her district.

This is because of the nature of the
geography in southern California and
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the unfortunate situation that our sis-
ter city across the Mexican border, Ti-
juana, does not have facilities to treat
all its sewage, so sewage which is un-
treated eventually finds its way into
the Tijuana River Valley, across my
district and then empties into the Pa-
cific Ocean. It is a terrible environ-
mental problem which both countries
are trying to solve.

I have worked on this problem for
over a decade as a member of the San
Diego City Council and as a member of
this Congress. We found a win-win-win
way to deal with this issue that had
been plaguing us for 50 years.

A joint U.S.-Mexico private firm
made a proposal to build a sewage
treatment plant using the most ad-
vanced environmental techniques to
build such a plant in Mexico where the
water could be treated to a level that
could be reclaimed for agriculture,
commercial or even drinking use,
which Mexico desperately needs, and
this treatment would be paid for by the
United States government.

It is the citizens of this country that
are being affected by the potential dis-
ease and the environmental problems.
So we thought, given the situation,
that a private firm working with both
countries could not only treat the sew-
age, but solve the U.S. environmental
problem, and help recycle water to
Mexico.

My former colleague and I, Mr.
Bilbray, convinced this Congress that
such a plan was workable, and, in fact,
this Congress a year ago passed a law,
Public Law 106-457, to do exactly what
I just outlined, to solve a 50-year-old
problem. Title VIII of that law author-
ized the International Boundary and
Water Commission to begin negotia-
tions with Mexico to provide for the
treatment of Mexican sewage that
flows into the United States. This Con-
gress decided that unanimously.

Recently, the new commissioner that
was appointed by President Bush for
the International Boundary and Water
Commission, Mr. Carlos Ramirez from
El1 Paso, decided on his own, without
talking to any of us here in Congress,
ignoring decades of litigation by envi-
ronmental groups, ignoring all the
work that had been done by the polit-
ical leaders, local, State and Federal,
in San Diego and in Mexico, repeatedly
said recently in public meetings and to
the press that that law had no force,
that he was not required to, in fact, un-
dertake those negotiations and build
the treatment plant mandated by Con-
gress. In fact, he said we are going to
do it with an expensive process that
this Congress and our whole border
community rejected a decade ago.

I do not know why the new commis-
sioner started off his work in this fash-
ion. I offered to meet with him. No
meeting could be arranged, but I took
this problem to the chairman of the
subcommittee that had worked out
this legislation a year ago, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN),
and he agreed to hold an oversight
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