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of H.R. 2238, the Fern Lake Conserva-
tion and Recreation Act of 2001. This
has been a long road, but with the help
and services of the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. RADANOVICH), as
well as the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. RAHALL) and the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN) on the floor this morn-
ing, we have come together and crafted
an excellent bill that is worthy of the
Chamber’s support. I appreciate their
efforts in getting this legislation to the
floor in such a timely manner and
making the necessary corrections to it
that enables it to become, I think, a
successful bill.

Mr. Speaker, the bill before the
House today is an essential piece of
legislation which will forever protect
one of the most pristine areas in the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, indeed
the Nation, for future generations. The
bill aims to incorporate, as has been
said, Fern Lake, an unspoiled body of
water mnestled in the Appalachian
Mountains, into the Cumberland Gap
National Historical Park.

The photographs that stand before us
this morning are simple testimony to
the absolute beauty of this pristine
area. For those who are not familiar
with this part of the world, the Cum-
berland Gap National Park is 20,000
acres of virtually untouched frontier,
mountains and countryside, estab-
lished by Congress in 1940. It is, as
some have said, the first frontier,
where Daniel Boone blazed the Cum-
berland Gap Trail in the late 18th cen-
tury leading the way for thousands and
tens of thousands of other settlers hop-
ing to find a fresh start in this new
world, moving from the BEastern Sea-
board, 13 colonies, into the hinterlands
of this great Nation. This is where they
first came through.

Congress rightly recognized the im-
portance of permanently protecting
this frontier, and today we will hope-
fully vote to continue these endeavors
by approving this Fern Lake addition.
In short, this bill will protect the lake
as a clean and safe source of rural
water for the city of Middlesboro, Ken-
tucky, its only source, enhance the sce-
nic, recreational, wildlife, cultural
value of the park, and increase tourism
opportunities in the tristate areas of
Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia.

As one can see from the pictures on
display, the lake and the surrounding
watershed are of unparalleled beauty,
and these pictures capture the essence
of what thousands of park visitors see
each year. This spectacular landscape
is visible from Pinnacle Overlook, the
highest point, the most popular attrac-
tion in the national park, and it is typ-
ical of what many of our ancestors ex-
perienced as they trudged forward
through this uncharted territory over
200 years ago.

Just from the photos alone, it is not
hard to wunderstand why Congress
should act today to ensure the preser-
vation of this pristine area. Because of
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the conditions set forth in the original
Cumberland Gap legislation, no appro-
priate funds can be used to purchase
additional acreage unless specifically
authorized by Congress. H.R. 2238 pro-
vides that authorization and paves the
way for an additional 4,500 acres to be
included in the park if willing sellers
appear and appropriations become
available.

One of the principal goals of the leg-
islation that we have before us is to en-
sure the continued use of the lake as a
clean and safe water supply for the city
of Middlesboro, Kentucky, a small city
which borders the Cumberland Gap
Park.

The dam was constructed in 1893,
forming the lake, and that 150-acre
lake has been privately owned for most
of its existence, but it has been for sale
on the open market since last year.
Given the fact that the lake serves as
the sole water source for the city,
there is considerable concern that a
new owner may not share the same in-
terest as the community.

As our local resident witness testi-
fied before the hearings here, many
businesses in the area rely on the un-
common purity of the water for their
livelihood. With that in mind, the bill
we crafted provides a valuable resource
for the park, while at the same time
ensuring that the city’s water demands
are sufficiently met.
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We expect the Park Service to act in
good faith with this community, so
that the citizens of Middlesboro will be
secure with the knowledge that their
water supply source will always be
there. I am confident the Park Service
will prove to be a valuable and respon-
sible partner in this regard.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, it cannot be
overstated how important this legisla-
tion is to the economic well-being of
the citizens of rural Appalachian Ken-
tucky. This proposed Federal invest-
ment in our rich cultural heritage
would certainly bring added tourism
revenue and jobs to this impoverished
area. Tourism is an essential part of
our region’s economic development,
and we must seize every opportunity to
further strengthen this sector.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I want to
extend my special gratitude and
thanks to everyone who has made this
day possible. The committee and the
subcommittee have been very forth-
coming, the staff has been extraor-
dinarily helpful in this respect, and we
appreciate it on both sides of the aisle.

I want to extend a special thanks to
Middlesboro Mayor Ben Hickman and
County Executive Jennifer Jones, who
first brought this idea to my attention,
and also Mrs. Karla Bowling, the presi-
dent of the Bell County Chamber of
Commerce, who traveled not just once
but twice to this city to provide her ex-
pert testimony in support of this bill.
We are grateful especially for their
service.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge passage
of this important legislation. I thank
Members for their support.
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Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume to just thank the distinguished
gentleman from Kentucky. He has
brought the wonderful pictures and
really laid out all of the reasons why
this bill should be supported.

We would also like to add our con-
gratulations on his having passed the
transportation appropriations bill with
such a broad consensus and such a
strong vote.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILLMOR). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2238, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

RECLAMATION WASTEWATER AND
GROUNDWATER STUDY AND FA-
CILITIES ACT AMENDMENT

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2115) to amend the Reclama-
tion Wastewater and Groundwater
Study and Facilities Act to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to partici-
pate in the design, planning, and con-
struction of a project to reclaim and
reuse wastewater within and outside of
the service area of the Lakehaven Util-
ity District, Washington.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2115

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LAKEHAVEN, WASHINGTON, WASTE-
WATER RECLAMATION AND REUSE
PROJECT.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Fa-
cilities Act (Public Law 102-575, title XVTI; 43
U.S.C. 390h et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 1635. LAKEHAVEN, WASHINGTON, WATER
RECLAMATION AND REUSE
PROJECT.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Lakehaven Utility Dis-
trict, Washington, is authorized to partici-
pate in the design, planning, and construc-
tion of, and land acquisition for, a project to
reclaim and reuse wastewater, including de-
graded groundwaters, within and outside of
the service area of the Lakehaven Utility
District.

““(b) CoST SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of the project authorized by this section
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost
of the project.

‘(¢) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation and mainte-
nance of the project authorized by this sec-
tion.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections in section 2 of such Act is amended
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 1634 the following:
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“Sec. 1635. Lakehaven, Washington, Water
Reclamation and Reuse
Project.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) and the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
SMITH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. RADANOVICH).

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the bill H.R. 2115, as
sponsored by the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. SMITH), would author-
ize the Bureau of Reclamation to add
the Lakehaven Utility District rec-
lamation projects to its current list of
256 specifically authorized projects
under title XVI of the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study
and Facilities Act.

Lakehaven Utility District is pro-
posing a water reclamation program
that would result in the reduction or
elimination of local secondary waste-
water to the Puget Sound, conjunctive
use of reclaimed water, groundwater
and surface water, and enhancement of
existing wetlands and fish habitat.

Lakehaven has two secondary waste-
water treatment plants currently dis-
charging over 6 million gallons of
water a day to the Puget Sound. They
would use reclaimed water to manage
groundwater levels, thereby enhancing
the reliability of existing water sup-
plies. The project would result in the
construction of additional treatment
systems at the district’s two waste-
water treatment plants and would fur-
ther purify all or portions of the
plant’s secondary effluent.

Lakehaven is also planning the con-
struction of transmission and distribu-
tion pipeline systems to transport
water to reuse areas where facilities
will be developed to direct the water to
the aquifer. This would be done
through injection wells, sub-surface in-
filtration galleries and land applica-
tions in areas that are currently wet-
land restoration project areas.

The cost for these facilities is esti-
mated to be $38 million. Under title
XVI, the Federal portion of the cost of
constructing facilities cannot exceed 25
percent, with a maximum of $20 mil-
lion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

(Mr. SMITH of Washington asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, first of all I want to thank
the chairmen of the subcommittee and
the full committee for bringing this
issue through the committee and to
the floor. It is an issue that is very,
very important to my district.

The Lakehaven Utility District is
one of the largest utility districts that
I represent and have some critical

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

wastewater needs, as was mentioned.
The projects that they have put for-
ward are very innovative and show a
great deal of promise in developing new
technology to help us deal with waste-
water, both in terms of recycling it and
properly disposing of it.

Some of the problems that we have in
this country that do not get as much
attention or are not as well noticed are
some of the critical infrastructure
problems. When most people think of
infrastructure, they think of transpor-
tation, they think of airports, maybe
they think of education; but waste-
water treatment is one of the more
critical infrastructure issues that our
country faces, and we are facing a crit-
ical backlog of projects that need help
and support.

This bill would give us the author-
izing language that we need in order to
move forward in this project. We are
fully aware of the fact we also have to
get in line with the other 25 projects to
try to get it appropriated, but this is
the first necessary step in that process.

I really want to compliment the
Lakehaven Utility District and their
commissioners, who have worked so
hard on this project. I think they have
been very forward-thinking, and the
project they have put forward looked
at new technologies and new ways to
deal with wastewater in ways that
hopefully will help become a model for
the country and move forward.

They are fully prepared to fund, obvi-
ously, a portion of this project and just
need a little Federal help to make it
happen.

Again, I want to thank the chairman,
I want to thank all the people on the
committee, for allowing this to come
forward, and, again, the folks in
Lakehaven for doing the work.

Lastly, I am going to take a personal
moment. It is my wife’s birthday
today; and, unfortunately, she is back
home in my district. So this is my only
opportunity to say happy birthday to
her in any sort of visual format. So,
happy birthday.

Again, I thank the chairman for
bringing this bill up, and urge passage.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RADANOVICH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2115.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-

bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
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three bills just considered, H.R. 3322,
H.R. 2238, and H.R. 2115.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

NATIVE AMERICAN SMALL
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ACT

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2538) to amend the Small
Business Act to expand and approve
the assistance provided by Small Busi-
ness Development Centers to Indian
tribe members, Native Alaskans, and
Native Hawaiians, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2538

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Native
American Small Business Development
Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds
lowing:

(1) Approximately 60 percent of Indian
tribe members and Alaska Natives live on or
adjacent to Indian lands, which suffer from
an average unemployment rate of 45 percent.

(2) Indian tribe members and Alaska Na-
tives own more than 197,000 businesses and
generate more than $34,000,000,000 in reve-
nues. The service industry accounted for 17
percent of these businesses (of which 40 per-
cent were engaged in business and personal
services) and 15.1 percent of their total re-
ceipts. The next largest was the construction
industry (13.9 percent and 15.7 percent, re-
spectively). The third largest was the retail
trade industry (7.5 percent and 13.4 percent,
respectively).

(3) The number of businesses owned by In-
dian tribe members and Alaska Natives grew
by 84 percent from 1992 to 1997, and their
gross receipts grew by 179 percent in that pe-
riod. This is compared to all businesses
which grew by 7 percent, and their total
gross receipts grew by 40 percent, in that pe-
riod.

(4) The Small Business Development Cen-
ter program is cost effective. Clients receiv-
ing long-term counseling under the program
in 1998 generated additional tax revenues of
$468,000,000, roughly 6 times the cost of the
program to the Federal Government.

(5) Using the existing infrastructure of the
Small Business Development Center pro-
gram, small businesses owned by Indian tribe
members, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawai-
ians receiving services under the program
will have a higher survival rate than the av-
erage small business not receiving such serv-
ices.

(6) Business counseling and technical as-
sistance is critical on Indian lands where
similar services are scarce and expensive.

(7) Increased assistance through counseling
under the Small Business Development Cen-
ter program has been shown to reduce the
default rate associated with lending pro-
grams of the Small Business Administration.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are as follows:

(1) To stimulate economies on Indian
lands.

(2) To foster economic development on In-
dian lands.

(3) To assist in the creation of new small
businesses owned by Indian tribe members,

the fol-



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-16T13:27:37-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




