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House of Representatives
The House met at 9 a.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON).

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 16, 2001.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K.
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord of nations and Prince of peace,
we pray today for Afghanistan.

Merciful God, throughout the ages
You bring good news to the poor and
raise up the lowly who turn to You
with religious faith. We rejoice with
the liberation of the Afghan people who
have not been humiliated but lifted up
to new aspirations of peace and secu-
rity. Guide the many factions within
this country, that a strong coalition
may bring law and order to suffering
people. As You do here, so in Afghani-
stan raise up true leadership that looks
not to positioning or power, but to
uniting people in doing what is right
and what is timely for all.

We thank You for the safe release of
those who were held captive. We are
one with those who never forgot them
in prayer and ask Your just reward for
those who risked their lives in their es-
cape.

Lord, our refuge and defense, con-
tinue to protect and guide our military
forces as they seek to create a future
for people in the wake of bringing ter-
rorists to justice. You have opened our
eyes by compassion to this rugged ter-

rain and the strengthening independ-
ence of the Afghan people. Let us never
forget them in the winter of this war.
Match freedom with food and policing
with human understanding, for You
alone measure our success and our life
now and forever. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OSBORNE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. OSBORNE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 10 one-minutes per
side.

f

UNIFORM AVIATION SECURITY IS
IMPORTANT FOR RURAL AMERICA

(Mr. OSBORNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I have
been surprised and amazed that nearly
all the debate over airport security has
focused on one issue, and that is the
federalization of airport screening per-
sonnel.

In my mind, three critical issues
have been largely ignored. These issues

are probably more important than any
other.

Number one, the Senate bill applied
to only 142 of the largest airports in
the country. Hundreds of airports were
not regulated. In the State of Nebraska
only one airport would have been regu-
lated under that bill. The compromise
bill applies to all airports in the United
States regarding standards and per-
sonnel.

Secondly, the Senate bill did not ad-
dress the screening of checked baggage.
The compromise bill requires 100 per-
cent screening of all checked baggage.

Thirdly, the Senate bill did not regu-
late baggage handlers, caterers and me-
chanics. The compromise bill does.

Closing these loopholes has been crit-
ical. The American public will be much
safer due to these changes. I think it is
very important that we pass this bill.

f

FOOD SAFETY

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I suspect that a lot of us become a
little impatient in light of the terrorist
threat, and I rise this morning with a
little impatience to scold the United
States Department of Agriculture,
maybe request that they give consider-
ation to a resolution that 30 of us in-
troduced. That resolution, which is
H.Con.Res. 258, called for more co-
operation between the United States
Department of Agriculture and HHS in
the food inspection at our borders, the
food products coming into the United
States. There is a lot of overlap. We
need better cooperation.

If it is an open-face sandwich, one
agency inspects it. If it is two slices of
bread, another agency inspects it. If it
is a burrito with cheese, then it is in-
spected by HHS. If it is a burrito with
meat, then it is inspected by USDA. At
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this time we need better cooperation. I
would request that USDA evaluate this
and either act to make the difference
or come up with support for this reso-
lution.

f

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE SECU-
RITY AND RESEARCH DEVELOP-
MENT ACT

(Mr. FORBES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
an article ran in a Virginia paper re-
vealing serious security breaches at a
Richmond City drinking water plant. A
reporter was able to walk right
through the front gate and wander the
site for an hour each day for a week.
He and a photographer had access to
the water supply and the potentially
dangerous chemicals used to treat it.
No one questioned their presence.

The good news is that this plant ap-
pears to be something of an anomaly.
Similar surprise inspections at neigh-
boring county facilities had very dif-
ferent outcomes. But this only makes
it clearer that Congress must act now
to ensure that all our water supplies
are safe from terrorist threats.

Yesterday, the Committee on Science
approved unanimously the Water Infra-
structure Security and Research Devel-
opment Act which would help us ensure
the long-term safety of the water our
constituents drink and use every day.
It would provide $60 million in grants
over the next 5 years to identify
threats and respond to them. Similar
legislation is moving through the Sen-
ate. We should act quickly to give
every American peace of mind when
turning on the tap.

f

TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to dis-
cuss trade promotion authority. Amer-
ica’s taxes on foreign imports are al-
ready near zero, but foreign taxes on
the products of U.S. workers are often
prohibitive, killing American jobs and
opportunity. Cutting or eliminating
foreign taxes on American exports is
thus the key to expanding America’s
economic leadership.

Trade expansion through lower for-
eign taxes will help increase economic
growth. Already, the growth in foreign
markets is helping to create jobs for
Americans. One in three U.S. farm
acres is planted for export and 12 mil-
lion American jobs have been gen-
erated by exports.

In order to achieve reductions in for-
eign taxes on U.S. exports, the execu-
tive branch must have the specific au-
thority from Congress to negotiate
trade agreements with other countries.
This authority, known as trade pro-
motion authority, lets America speak

with one voice in international trade
negotiations. It is the key to opening
foreign markets to America’s farmers,
workers, investors and businesses.

f

ELECTION REFORM

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, since
September 11, we have been focused on
fighting terrorism across this Nation.
However, this Congress has not failed
to address its other priorities among
the American people. One of them is to
reform our election laws after last
year’s election chaos.

What I rise today to do is to con-
gratulate the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. NEY) and the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) of the Com-
mittee on House Administration for
their hard work in creating a bipar-
tisan piece of legislation which ad-
dresses campaign finance reform, and
it does it in three critical ways:

First, this piece of legislation tells
Congress that it must resist the urge to
federalize what is constitutionally pre-
ferred by States and localities. The pri-
macy of States and localities in the
area of elections must be respected.
Congress should seek to empower the
duly elected State and local officials,
not dictate to them.

Secondly, Congress must examine
ways to eliminate fraud. Inaccuracies
in voter rolls lead to all sorts of prob-
lems nationwide, including fraud. The
days of the ‘‘cemetery vote’’ and other
‘‘ghost’’ voting must come to a rapid
close everywhere.

Finally, Congress must address dis-
enfranchisement, whether intentional
or unintentional. One person, one vote
is a principle that crosses all party
lines.

f

AIRPORT SECURITY

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, today this
Chamber will take up the difficult
question of airport security. As a con-
servative, you can imagine I was loath
to support any wanton expansion of the
Federal Government. Accordingly, I
opposed the version of airport security
that emerged from the other Chamber,
believing it to be simply a large bu-
reaucratic explosion of government.

I am proud to have passed and sup-
ported the House version of the bill,
and I am proud today to rise in support
of the compromise on the Aviation Se-
curity Act. In the compromise bill, like
the House bill, Americans do not have
to wait a year for airport security.
There is immediate remedy, using pub-
lic and private blended and flexible
sources. Five airports will participate
in a pilot project studying public and
private solutions. And there is a third

year opt-out. We are giving the Presi-
dent the flexible program he has re-
quested.

Exempting these Federal employees
from Civil Service Act requirements
and creating a system that on the eve
of one of our most important and most
traveled family holidays will send a
strong message of confidence to the
American people. I urge my colleagues
to support the conference report for
the Aviation Security Act.

f

AN IMMIGRATION LOOPHOLE

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, we are
tightening security everywhere as we
should, but we are about to make a big
mistake by reinstituting a big loop-
hole. Some are seeking to revive the
part of our immigration law called sec-
tion 245(i). This law lets illegal aliens,
if they are married or related to a legal
resident or sponsored by an employer,
simply pay a $1,000 fee for instant le-
galization. These lawbreakers do not
have to leave the country and they do
not even have to undergo any back-
ground checks.

Section 245(i) violates usual legal re-
quirements. It is an amnesty. It led to
a rush of sham marriages last April
when the 245(i) deadline expired. Some
sham marriages have been connected
with accused terrorists. Without back-
ground checks, we do not know if the
illegals using 245(i) are terrorists or
criminals or sympathizers of our en-
emies.

Mr. Speaker, we should permanently
dump 245(i). Illegal aliens should have
to go back to their home country first.
We need to be a nation of laws. We can-
not afford this security risk.

f

ON THE PASSING OF OFFICER VAN
ETTEN

(Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, it is with great sadness that I
rise today in memory of Officer
LaValle Van Etten, one of my constitu-
ents from Stafford, Virginia, and a
Capitol Hill police officer, who died
suddenly on November 10.

A Marine Corps veteran and Capitol
Hill police officer, Officer Van Etten
spent his life protecting people and
putting the safety of others ahead of
his own.

Whenever someone like Officer Van
Etten puts his or her life on the line to
protect our Nation, they should be
commended. This man proved his love
for country as a Marine and as a mem-
ber of a select group entrusted to guard
America’s Capitol and those who work
to do the people’s business.

Our Nation’s center of government
lost a hero on November 10, a dedicated
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