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THE ROLE OF CONGRESS IN

ESTABLISHING WARTIME POLICY
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

OSE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from California
(Mr. SHERMAN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to join with my colleague in echoing
what several have said, and that is that
we must respect all Americans of all
ethnicities and all religions. No reli-
gion preaches mass murder, and those
of the Islamic faith are as loyal as any
other group of Americans and as deter-
mined that we make ourselves safe
from this kind of terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, we are going to be deal-
ing with a resolution which, in some
ways, still seems a bit broad, especially
when one reads the Supreme Court
opinions that indicate that it is Con-
gress, rather than the President, that
was really given the obligation to form
American foreign policy under the Con-
stitution. Obviously, since World War
II, that is not as it has been. But we in
Congress need to do more than just
provide $40 billion and a blank check
and leave town. I know that when we
come back, we will want to do an awful
lot more, perhaps providing some di-
rection to how the President uses the
powers that we will confer upon him
today or tomorrow.

One thing, though, is that the resolu-
tion in one respect is not broad enough,
because it gives the President the
power to deal with the terrorist acts of
September 11. I think the President
should have equal power to deal with
the horrendous bombings of our embas-
sies in Daressalam and Nairobi and to
deal with the murderous attack on our
sailors on the USS Cole. One advantage
of giving the President the power to
deal with those incidents is we already
know who is responsible: Osama bin
Laden; whereas it may take weeks or
months to establish who is culpable for
this week’s terrible crimes.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am not a senior
member of this House; I am a man of
limited responsibility and far more
limited wisdom. But I do have a few
ideas as to how we should respond to
what has happened to us.

I sit on the Committee on Financial
Services, and I know it has been sug-
gested by the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means that we
somehow help our stock market by
providing a lower capital gains tax.
That would the panic-selling facilita-
tion act. It would mean that those who
want to sell in panic, get out of the
stock market and weaken America, in
doing so would pay less tax. Instead,
what we need, Mr. Speaker, is to en-
courage Americans to bet on America.
We will prevail, we will be strong, and
those who bet on America on Monday
will be rewarded.

If it should be necessary to change
our policy, and I do not think it is, in
order to help the stock market, then
we should allow more money to be in-
vested in IRAs and 401(k)s on the as-

sumption, or on the requirement that
the additional funds be invested in the
stock market. I do not think that will
be necessary. The international stock
markets have responded relatively
well, and the smart money will be bet
on America.

Mr. Speaker, also on the Committee
on Financial Services, I am concerned
that the bank secrecy laws of our allies
may interfere with our investigation of
Osama bin Laden and other groups. Bin
Laden has at least $100 million, maybe
$200 million in assets, and these are not
held in gold bars in Qandahar, Afghani-
stan. Financial institutions do business
with Osama bin Laden and we need to
hear right now from the Ambassador
from Switzerland and the Ambassador
of every country that has bank secrecy
laws, that those laws will be waived to
assist America in its hour of need. No
country dare withhold information
that we need and claim to be America’s
friend. We cannot do business as usual
with those who do business with terror-
ists and then will not share the finan-
cial records with us.

Mr. Speaker, we should also look at
the Attorney General guidelines for in-
vestigating domestic organizations. I
am told that the FBI, before they in-
vestigate an organization, must have
evidence that that organization is ac-
tually plotting crimes. We should also,
and this is a tough one, but we should
at least consider a congressional man-
date that the FBI also investigate
those organizations that strongly advo-
cate killing as many Americans as pos-
sible while disclaiming that they are
actually involved in carrying out plots
to do so; because if an organization is
able to advocate killing as many Amer-
icans as possible and do so on Amer-
ican soil, they will be able to recruit
individuals who will be able to plot to
actually carry out those beliefs.

Mr. Speaker, we should look at the
proposals that have been made to have
a locked cabin, in which the pilot sits,
with bulletproofing. I know that there
are some details to be worked out in
that, particularly as to pilot safety,
but a law that does not allow hijackers
into the pilot cabin.

f

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
today we approved an emergency ap-
propriations and will soon consider a
bill regarding the use of force to re-
spond to the deplorable terrorist acts
committed against the people of our
Nation, and against the principles that
our country represents: freedom, lib-
erty, democracy and respect for the
law.

As our government works to develop
a comprehensive and decisive response
to this challenge, I am reminded of the
Reagan doctrine of peace through
strength and the principles of deter-

rence. It took one kind of military
force to deter an attack when the
United States possessed overwhelm-
ingly and unparalleled military power.
However, it takes another kind, now
that our enemy is cowardly and elu-
sive, refusing to show its face, hiding
in the shadows of the misery and terror
it has created.

This is a different world. Our de-
fenses must be based on recognition
and awareness of the methods, weap-
ons, tactics and behavior of this new
enemy. Our security depends on being
prepared to meet these new threats
head-on, threats that have turned the
Continental United States into a new
theater of conflict.

As former President Ronald Reagan
once said, ‘‘We have a rendezvous with
destiny. We will preserve for our chil-
dren this, the last best hope of man on
Earth. If we fail, at least let our chil-
dren and our children’s children say of
us, we justified our brief moment here.
We did all that could be done.’’

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. BARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to swap my place with
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
EHLERS) at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
f

LEGISLATION TO UPDATE THE
STATE DEPARTMENT REWARDS
PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, a few hours
ago I received a phone call from Cap-
tain Clay Fearnow, my former com-
manding officer in the Navy during the
Kosovo conflict. Clay told me of a ter-
rible loss we had suffered in the Navy
family as part of the Pentagon dis-
aster. Most of the Navy Command Cen-
ter was hit, including the Chief of
Naval Operations Intelligence plot of-
fices. It is a point of intense personal
loss for me and my family because of
that information. My wife and I
worked in that office. We know many
people there. We want to offer our sym-
pathy and support to the families of
the victims in the Naval Intelligence
Community that suffered this loss on
Tuesday.

Mr. Speaker, we can do something
about this, and I want to offer one sug-
gestion in the form of legislation that
we will be offering later on today.
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In a previous life as a congressional

staffer, I worked on legislation con-
cerning the State Department Rewards
Program offered for information lead-
ing to the arrest of individuals who
lead terrorist attacks against Ameri-
cans and American targets. This has
been a very successful program, one
until recently, where up to $1 million
was offered for the apprehension of
these international criminals. Mr.
Kansi that led the attack against peo-
ple outside the CIA was one of the
criminals caught by this program.

We had to update this program 2
years ago because the awards offered
had become outdated and, in legisla-
tion lead by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) of the Committee
on International Relations, we raised
that amount to $5 million. The pro-
gram has grown and it has led to things
like this.

After the Africa embassy bombings,
the State Department was able to
produce posters like this, and I want to
publicize today that under current U.S.
law and authorities available, there is
a $5 million reward offered for the ar-
rest of Osama bin Laden for a previous
terrorist attack against U.S. embassies
in Africa. These rewards are offered up
to $5 million for attackers against
American embassies, bases, and Amer-
ican individuals, and for the arrest of
United Nations war criminals. I will
say in the former Yugoslav Republic of
Bosnia, over two dozen war criminals
have been apprehended, including now
the most famous, the former Serbian
President, Slobodan Milosevic.

At the end of this day today, we will
be offering legislation to increase the
reward amount for terrorists that lead
attacks against Americans to $25 mil-
lion, and we will authorize up to $50
million in the rewards account. We
need to offer additional funds because
of the changing enemy we face. Prob-
ably for the first time in our history,
we now know that many of the enemies
we face are very wealthy individuals. It
is also likely that they have the back-
ing of governments, and higher awards
are needed to spark the imagination of
the public and press in other countries.

I want to commend the leaders of
this effort that have already agreed to
join us, such as the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HYDE) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), a real
leader in catching war criminals and
for the arrest of people who lead ter-
rorist attacks against individuals. I
also want to thank Chairman Smith
who oversees the State Department ac-
counts and the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT) and many others who
have agreed to sign on to this legisla-
tion. For other Members interested in
signing on, we will be leaving the
books open for original cosponsors
until the close of business today.

I think this is one of the many as-
pects of the battle that we are yet to
face, but with an increased awards ac-
count, I think we can show everyone
the seriousness of our effort and help

energize the investigation which is now
ongoing.

f

NATIONAL DAY OF UNITY AND
PRAYER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, today we join the President of
the United States in a national day of
unity and prayer. I was moved by his
citing of the words of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt expressing the fact that
warm courage exhibits national unity.

b 1445

I want to offer in particular today a
moment of appreciation and thanks to
our fellow colleagues from New York
and the Washington and Virginia area,
and, of course, in Pennsylvania.

Our eyes have been riveted on the
good citizens of New York, the valor
that they have shown, the spirit of
comfort and unity that they have given
to each other. Might I add that the
Congress stands with them, behind
them, and alongside of them.

Might I also say to the fallen men
and women, the emergency workers,
police and fire, coming from Houston,
Texas, let me say to them on behalf of
all of our citizens and the State of
Texas, we mourn with them and we cel-
ebrate the lives of those who gave their
lives.

But I come today to discuss very
briefly another loss, another constitu-
ency of loss; that is, our children, the
children of those fallen, either in the
tragedy of their parent or a guardian
being on those terrible planes, civilian
airplanes being used as weapons, or
those fallen in the World Trade Build-
ing.

We realize, along with our military
personnel, that they are part of fami-
lies and they are loved. I believe it is
important as we debate today the reso-
lution to go forward and to assist the
President and consult with the Presi-
dent on how we will address these ter-
rorist acts, let us not forget our chil-
dren.

At the end of the day, I expect to
offer and file a resolution that will help
and encourage to expedite any benefits
that are due and owing to children who
have lost a guardian, a parent, or par-
ents.

I am reminded of a story told by one
of my staffers from New York. His sis-
ter attends a school just a few blocks
away from the World Trade Buildings.
I still believe that those buildings
stand in spirit. She acknowledged to
him that one of the youngsters that
was her classmate saw two parents go
off to work that morning, and has yet
to see them as of today.

There will be many stories like that.
Many of our children will need some-
one other than the parent or guardian
to love them and to nourish them. Let
us not have bureaucracy stand in the

way of providing these children with
their immediate needs, the monetary
needs, as we embrace them to provide
the nurturing needs, the medical as-
sistance, the foster care assistance, the
psychological needs. Let us wash away
the entanglement of red tape, work
with our State and local agencies, and
push forward the needs of our children.

This concurrent resolution will have
the Congress on record that we are
prioritizing our children and expediting
their needs. I would ask my colleagues
to join me. This is already a bipartisan
resolution, and I thank those who have
agreed to work with me, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN), the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs.
KELLY), the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON), and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS),
and many others I would hope will join
us in ensuring that we move forward on
behalf of our children.

I close by simply saying that we will
soon engage this Congress in a very im-
portant debate on how we proceed,
whether in war or conflict. We must do
it in a rational and a firm way with the
facts. We must lead this country in a
way that exhibits our valor and our
courage so that we adhere to better an-
gels and higher angels, and that in
fact, that we believe in our freedom in
a way that encourages peace and delib-
eration.

Yes, we will give retribution, but we
will be firm and factual and studied.
We will do it together, the President in
consultation with Congress.

f

TERRORIST BOMBING
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

OSE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. EHLERS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, many of
us have been quiet about what has hap-
pened this week, but many of us also
feel the need to speak. What I say is
not in the mold of reviewing it or con-
demning anything that has happened,
but I just want to express some per-
sonal feelings about it and also a few
opinions.

I will not revel in self-misery, al-
though it is tempting to do so, but at
least I want to share my experience
with my colleagues and the American
people.

Tuesday morning, as I was listening
to the morning news, I heard about the
airplane hitting the first tower. It was
described as a two-engine plane, and
since I am a former pilot, I assumed it
was some amateur who had gotten off
course, or some kook who was trying
to do some damage with a small twin-
engine plane.

I immediately turned on the tele-
vision just in time to see the second
plane approach, and immediately I
knew it was terrorism, because it was
obviously a large commercial airliner,
and no large commercial airliner would
be off course or score a direct hit in
clear weather such as that.

VerDate 31-AUG-2001 04:34 Sep 15, 2001 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14SE7.054 pfrm02 PsN: H14PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-20T12:10:09-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




