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It's vital that our nation be united as never
before as we emerge from these terrible
events. The symbol of our unity is our flag. |
urge every business and home to raise their
flags high in support of the victims and their
families of this atrocity. By doing so, each of
us will send a signal to the world that as a na-
tion we will not be deterred by the vicious at-
tack, and we will move through this together
strengthening each other.

| thank the sponsors of this resolution.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of this resolution encouraging our citi-
zens and communities to show their support
for the victims of our most recent and most vi-
cious national tragedy by displaying our Na-
tion’s most recognizable symbol of freedom,
the American flag.

The terrorist attack earlier this week has
brought us together as a nation. From the
smallest communities in our country to our na-
tion’s largest cities, Americans have shown
their love and respect for one another in many
different ways. By giving blood and sending
donations, our nation's people have once
again proven why we are the greatest nation
on the face of this Earth.

| am extremely proud to join the members of
this legislative body in asking each of our con-
stituents to display the American flag over the
course of the next month. Our unity in flying
our nation’s flag at our homes, in our busi-
nesses, in our communities, and where we
worship will be yet one more way to show the
entire world that we are one nation, stronger
than we have ever been.

The lives of all United States citizens will be
greatly altered because of this national trag-
edy. We stand here today encouraging Amer-
ican flags be flown in remembrance of those
whose lives were lost to show both unity and
strength in our nation. Terrorists may be able
to destroy airplanes and buildings, but they
will never be able to destroy the spirit of the
American people. God Bless America.

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share my grief and sorrow with the victims and
the families of Tuesday's tragedies in New
York, Washington and Western Pennsylvania.

As a nation, we must stand strong together
to denounce these cowardly acts of War
against our people, our nation, and our civili-
zation. As a united people, we must show our
colors to those with sinister hearts and minds
throughout the world that we will not be de-
terred.

As Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, | am proud to join Minority
Leader (DICK) GEPHARDT, Mrs. (JO ANN)
EMERSON, and Mr. (IKE) SKELTON on this reso-
lution urging our fellow Americans to fly the
American flag for the next thirty days outside
their homes, their businesses, public buildings,
and places of worship. By doing so, we pro-
vide a physical tribute from coast-to-coast and
around the globe in memory of those we lost
and to show publicly our solidarity, resolve
and strength as a Nation that these terrorist
actions will not stand.

| know that ever since Tuesday morning our
lives and our nation have been changed for-
ever. And from that time forward, many Ameri-
cans have asked how they can help. No mat-
ter where you live, by flying Old Glory on the
Main Streets of Geneva, lllinois and Rolla,
Missouri to big cities like Seattle, Washington
and Miami, Florida, you will be sending a
strong signal to millions of people here at
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home and abroad that the red, white and blue
represents freedom and democracy and those
ideals will live on.

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). All time for debate has
expired.

Pursuant to the order of the House
today, the concurrent resolution is
considered as having been read for
amendment and the previous question
is ordered.

The question is on the concurrent
resolution.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Con. Res. 225.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 50
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LATOURETTE) at 11
o’clock and 24 minutes a.m.

———

PROVIDING FOR EXPEDITED PAY-
MENT OF CERTAIN BENEFITS
FOR PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS
KILLED OR INJURED IN CONNEC-
TION WITH TERRORIST ATTACKS
OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that it be
in order at any time, without interven-
tion of any point of order, to consider
in the House the bill (H.R. 2882) to pro-
vide for the expedited payment of cer-
tain benefits for a public safety officer
who was Kkilled or suffered a cata-
strophic injury as a direct and proxi-
mate result of a personal injury sus-
tained in the line of duty in connection
with the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001; that the bill be consid-
ered as read for amendment; that the
previous question be considered as or-
dered on the bill to final passage with-
out intervening motion except; 1, one
hour of debate, equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and rank-
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ing minority member of the Committee
on the Judiciary or their designees;
and, 2, one motion to recommit; and
that the chair may, notwithstanding
the order of the previous question,
postpone further consideration of the
bill to a time designated by the Speak-
er.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, pursuant to the order of the House
just agreed to, I call up the bill (H.R.
2882) to provide for the expedited pay-
ment of certain benefits for a public
safety officer who was killed or suf-
fered a catastrophic injury as a direct
and proximate result of a personal in-
jury sustained in the line of duty in
connection with the terrorist attacks
of September 11, 2001, and ask for its
immediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of H.R. 2882 is as follows:

H.R. 2882

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXPEDITED PAYMENT FOR HEROIC
PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS.

Notwithstanding the limitations of sub-
section (b) of section 1201 or the provisions of
subsections (c¢), (d), and (e) of such section or
section 1202 of title I of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 3796, 3796a), upon certification by a
public agency that a public safety officer
employed by such agency was killed or suf-
fered a catastrophic injury as a direct and
proximate result of a personal injury sus-
tained in the line of duty as described in sec-
tion 1201(a) of such Act in connection with
the rescue or recovery efforts related to the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the
Director of the Bureau of Justice Assistance
shall authorize payment to qualified bene-
ficiaries, said payment to be made not later
than 30 days after receipt of such certifi-
cation, benefits described under subpart 1 of
part L of such Act (42 U.S.C. 3796 et seq.).
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act, the terms ‘‘cata-
strophic injury”’, ‘‘public agency’’, and ‘‘pub-
lic safety officer’” have the same meanings
given such terms in section 1204 of title I of
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796b).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today,
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
SENSENBRENNER) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. WEINER) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on H.R. 2882, the bill currently
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.
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Mr. Speaker, this legislation provides
for payments to be made within 30 days
to officers and their families under the
Public Safety Officers Benefits of cer-
tification of a public agency that a
public safety officer was killed or suf-
fered a catastrophic injury as a result
of a personal injury in the line of duty
of rescue or recovery efforts related to
the terrorist attacks on September 11,
2001.

The Public Safety Officer’s Benefit
Act provides benefits to public safety
officers and their families for injury or
death on duty. The program was estab-
lished in the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amend-
ed. The program provides a lump sum
benefit to survivors of Federal, State,
and local public safety officers whose
death and disability was the direct and
proximate result of traumatic injuries
sustained in the line of duty. The cur-
rent lump sum payment is approxi-
mately $175,000 in the case of death.
The program offers aid and allows for
such sums as may be necessary.

The purpose of this resolution is sim-
ple and clearly warranted: that is, to
provide swift aid and comfort to the
survivors of the public safety officers
who perished in the wake of the ter-
rorist attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter in New York City. Their loss and
the loss incurred by the New York City
fire and police departments is
unfathomable.

The bravery exhibited by these men
and women was of the greatest mag-
nitude, and was the embodiment of
noble service to our Nation and to the
citizens of this country.

One wonders where these firefighters
and police officers mustered the
strength and courage to withstand doz-
ens of stories to battle the raging fire
above, all along the way directing and

calming thousands of people des-
perately trying to flee the deadly dan-
ger above.

In the towers and on the ground, New
York City public safety officers were
unflinching in carrying out their mis-
sion of saving and protecting thou-
sands of people who now owe their lives
to these devoted officers. Because of
their dedication to duty, many officers
made the ultimate sacrifice for their
fellow citizens. May God bless their
souls and their families. They will
never be forgotten, and their heroism
will always be cherished by a grateful
Nation, State, and city.

Having said this, let me express my
concern that paperwork might result
in the delay in the payment of these
benefits to families who desperately
need the incomes now that a bread-
winner is no longer with them.

State law usually governs how a per-
son who is missing is declared dead.
This is not done by Federal law. The
legislation before us today, as well as
the law that has been on the books for
over 30 years, requires an appropriate
certification of death.
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Let me urge the Governor and legis-
lature of the State of New York that if
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there does need to be an amendment to
the law to allow for appropriate certifi-
cation, including but not limited to the
issuance of an official death certifi-
cate, to take prompt action so that
these certifications can be made and
the payments issued to the families of
the police officers and firefighters who
perished in the line of duty.

This concern, however, for me, is not
limited just to this bill, because there
are literally thousands of people who
are missing in the fire and collapse of
the World Trade Center whose families
will be waiting for insurance proceeds
even though they are not police offi-
cers and firefighters; and there the
same type of certification is needed so
that the payments can be made to the
beneficiaries under those policies. I
would certainly hope that the law
would be able to respond to this trag-
edy so that these payments can be
made promptly rather than having
months or perhaps even years of litiga-
tion before a certificate issues and the
payment is to be made.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

First, I offer the thanks of our city
to the many Members of the House,
particularly the chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, who has spo-
ken so eloquently. Many of us just re-
turned this morning and more than a
few of my constituents commented how
heartening and reassuring it was to see
Members come to the well yesterday
for hours talking about their expres-
sions of sympathy and support.

My colleague, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. CROWLEY), and I late
last night visited ground zero and we
saw a sight that was at once horrific
and frankly heartening. We saw
mounds of rubble, maybe the size of
this building, that were tombs for some
of the bravest New Yorkers and bravest
Americans. These were men who per-
ished, many of them my constituents.
Over 100 families in just one small part
of my district were where firefighters
and police officers had lived.

At the same time people were furi-
ously running downstairs to escape
what was described in the newspapers
as 1,000 to 2,000 degree heat, heat suffi-
cient to melt the columns of the World
Trade Center, to melt through the in-
sulation on the beams. These fire-
fighters were running up those stairs,
as the chairman mentioned. Some of
them were seen on the 80th floor. And
to give my colleagues an idea of what
a firefighter carries on his back and on
his person when he goes into battle, it
is weight akin to me. It is like carrying
a human being all the way up those
stairs. And they did so not because
they were naive about the dangers that
they faced; it is because they recog-
nized the dangers that their fellow New
Yorkers faced, and they were going to
do everything possible to see them pro-
tected.

We say it at times like this, that
these are true heroes because they go
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to the most dangerous jobs without
flinching. But to be honest, everywhere
in this country, every night as we lay
down our heads to sleep and we tuck
our children in and we say our evening
prayers and we think about what we
are going to do the following day, at
those very same hours there are men
and women all over this country who
stay up all night waiting to hear a bell
go off, or a siren go off; and then they
run to help us. They do not know us.

To see these men now at this site
that are digging through this rubble,
they are looking for their best friends,
looking for their brothers, looking for
their fathers in some cases. We lost one
of the highest-ranking fire officials in
the city. We lost a priest who serviced
the men in the fire department when a
body fell on him from stories above.
These are people who every day do
these things on our behalf. Their fami-
lies send them off to work hoping that
they will see them when they come
back, and they do incredible work.

Well, now, in New York City, we have
over 300 families, by last count, who
are not going to see their husbands,
their fathers, their children again; and
this is a measure that I think is needed
in some small way to help expedite the
benefits to these families. But make no
mistake, my colleagues, the worst is
yet to come for those families. We have
an ability now, as we must, to try to do
what we can to ease the suffering, and
then we will go on. Our lives will be
put back together again. We will re-
member those horrific images.

I can say assure my colleagues of one
thing, as Mayor Guiliani told us late
last night, and we agree with 100 per-
cent, and I speak for all of my New
York colleagues, we are going to re-
build the city. We will be a better and
stronger city, and we will be a better
and stronger country. But those fami-
lies have lost someone that they are
not going to be able to replace. There
is not a day that will go by that they
will not remember that. And I also
hope there is not a day that goes by
that all of those survivors that got out
of there, and who saw those men run-
ning up the stairs as they were running
down, I hope they remember as well
the great heroism.

Tonight and nights after, as we retire
for the evening and as we say a little
prayer for the safety and health of our
families, let us also say a prayer for
those men and women that look over
our shoulders every day in commu-
nities large and small all throughout
this community.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. KING).

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding me this time,
and I want to totally identify myself
with the remarks of my colleague, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
WEINER).

The fact is that the firefighters, the
police officers in the City of New York
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have performed heroic service above
and beyond any call of duty. And while
Tuesday is a day which will live in in-
famy in this country, the fact is at the
same time it showed the great spirit of
New York, the great spirit of America,
and the particularly great spirit of the
men and women of the New York City
Police Department and Fire Depart-
ment. They responded in a way which
is unprecedented, unparalleled, and
demonstrated their true commitment
to what they believe in, and that is the
safety and welfare of all New Yorkers,
all Americans, and all people.

I would say that their courage stands
in stark contrast to the behavior of
those who attacked our city in such a
cowardly fashion. So I think this legis-
lation is absolutely essential. There
are many people, and all of us from
New York, who know people Kkilled.
Certainly Father Judge, the chaplain,
was a friend of mine, and another
young man, Michael Boyle was a very
good friend of mine, and I would say at
this time we must commit ourselves to
those men who gave their lives.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New York (Mr. CROW-
LEY).

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank my colleague from New York,
all my colleagues from New York, and
my colleagues from around the coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, first let me commend
my colleague, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. NADLER); the Speaker of the
House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HASTERT); the Democratic leader,
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. GEP-
HARDT), for the leadership displayed
here in this House over the past few
days and for moving this legislation so
expeditiously to the floor.

I rise today to speak with a very
heavy heart and a tightened throat.
Our Nation has suffered a terrible blow.
Yesterday, I, along with my colleague,
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
WEINER), as mentioned before, visited
the epicenter, or ground zero as it has
been called, of this monstrous crime.
As I stood in a crater of what was once
a grand and majestic building, I was
looking into the heart of a criminal, of
a cold thing and of an awful thing. But
I also saw a picture of the American
heart and of the American nature, that
of the New York Police Department,
Fire Department, and emergency res-
cue technicians.

These men, who did not and have not
faltered for even one second, were and
continue to fight tirelessly to find any
person who may have been lost and is
yet still alive. My cousin, John Moran,
who I spoke of not too long ago on this
floor, is one of those men.

John is an amazing man. He is a bat-
talion chief, a lawyer, and a second
generation fireman. His father, my
uncle, was also a fireman. His brother
Michael is a fireman. John is a wonder-
ful husband and the father of two small
children, beautiful boys. He under-
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stands the risks, and he understands
what he might be losing, yet he con-
tinues to put his life in harm’s way to
save others day in and day out.

This past Tuesday, while trying to
rescue others at ground zero, my cous-
in became one of the missing. He was
one of more than 300 firemen and police
officers and technicians to die or go
missing that day. We have also lost
Reverend Michael Judge, a personal
friend of mine, who was the chaplain of
the fire department; Chief of the New
York Fire Department’s Special Oper-
ations Command, who was my cousin’s
immediate superior, Ray Downey; Bill
Feehan, first deputy commissioner of
the fire department, a wonderful man;
and Peter Ganci, chief of the New York
City Fire Department.

In Woodside, the area I represent, we
lost two firefighters on Father’s Day
from Rescue Company 4, and we add to
that people who are missing, seven in-
dividuals, some of whom are my
friends: Captain Brian Hickey, Lieuten-
ant Kevin Dowdell, Lieutenant
Terrance Farrell, Firefighter Peter
Nelson, Firefighter Peter Brennan,
Firefighter William Mahoney, Fire-
fighter Durell Persall. Rescues 1, 2, 3,
and 5 also sustained casualties. I also
have friends who are missing: Fire-
fighter Michael Dee. My understanding
is that Firefighter Mike Weinberg from
my neighborhood has been found. An-
other friend, from the Rockaways, Wal-
ter Heingz, is also missing.

The Bible says, ‘‘Be brave, my child;
the Lord of heaven and earth grant you
joy in place of this sorrow of yours.”
And so this is our solace. But I ask all
Americans to honor those whose brav-
ery, so great, cost them all their earth-
ly pleasures by caring for those they
leave behind.

This bill provides an expedited pay-
ment of $151,000 to the families of the
brave men and women who lost their
lives in the line of duty. It is one small
way that we can help families cope
with this tragic loss, by providing fam-
ilies with the financial assistance to
pay for colleges, to continue paying
their mortgages and to continue on-
ward.

Let us create a legacy for those brave
men and women. We have suffered tre-
mendously in New York City. We have
not only the loss of firefighters and po-
lice officers and technicians, but the
loss of life itself of so many of our con-
stituents and citizens. This is the least
we can do for those who served. While
men and women were screaming to get
out of the building, these men and
women were rushing into the building
to try to save lives.

Yesterday, the Governor of New York
asked a fireman why he would risk his
life, and the firefighter told him,
“What else do you expect? I'm a New
Yorker.” God bless America, the land
of the free, and the home of the bravest
and the finest.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. LOWEY).
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Mrs. LOWEY. My colleagues, we have
experienced this week some of the
darkest moments in our Nation’s his-
tory, and yet in the midst of this hor-
rible and unspeakable loss that our Na-
tion suffered, thousands of brave men
and women stepped forward risking,
and indeed sacrificing, their own lives
to rescue and save their fellow Ameri-
cans.

The stories we have heard from our
colleagues today are only the begin-
ning. Thousands and thousands of fam-
ilies are suffering, not knowing. This is
just the beginning.
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So today, colleagues, we have the op-
portunity to offer one small gesture of
thanks, to let the families of the fire-
fighters, police officers, and rescue
workers who gave their lives know that
the American people and the United
States Congress are profoundly grate-
ful for their sacrifice.

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER), who is on his way to the Cap-
itol, had this horror occur in his dis-
trict in New York City. He has intro-
duced this legislation to provide for the
expedited payments of benefits for pub-
lic safety officers who were Kkilled or
suffered catastrophic injuries in the
line of duty while responding to the
terrorist attacks of September 11. It is
simply unconscionable that the fami-
lies of men and women who gave so
much at such a difficult and horrific
time should now have to struggle to re-
ceive government benefits that are so
obviously due.

Even as we mourn and grieve today,
we must appreciate that Americans did
not hide, nor did they cower in the face
of adversity and brutal assault. Rather,
we banded together and worked fever-
ishly to save every life that could be
saved. While thousands of Americans
donated blood and food and shelter to
the victims of these attacks, no Ameri-
cans gave more than the public safety
officers who this legislation would ben-
efit.

In the face of the unthinkable, there
is only so much that we can do to
thank these noble citizens. This legis-
lation is only a start and cannot com-
pare to the loss of life for their fami-
lies, but it is an important one. I urge
my colleagues to join me in passing
this legislation honoring our Nation’s
bravest heroes.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ISRAEL).

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise with
a profound sense of humility, first and
foremost, to offer my condolences and
prayers to our colleague and above all
our friend, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. CROWLEY) and to offer our
love to the gentleman and his family.

Mr. Speaker, in my district we have
lost, too, many firefighters. I have spo-
ken with the families, and the last
thing in the world they have need to
worry about right now is their fi-
nances. This legislation is vital to
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them at this dark hour of their lives.
They should not be worried about red
tape or bureaucracy or paperwork.

I believe it brings great honor on this
House that Republicans and Demo-
crats, from New York to California,
would rise together to do the right
thing by these families who have suf-
fered so deeply, and to express our
commitment to them by passing this
bill and by continuing to pray for all of
them.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. HINCHEY).

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER),
for expediting this legislation and
bringing it to the floor so quickly.

As we all know, on Tuesday morning
we witnessed the greatest assault on
the Nation in our history. But since
then, we have also seen examples of
some of the greatest bravery and some
of the most compassionate people that
we have seen also in the history of our
great country.

With this legislation, we begin the
process that we will be involved in as a
Congress in participating in the heal-
ing that must take place both for the
city of New York and for the people
who live there. With this legislation,
we recognize the great bravery and her-
oism that was displayed by the munic-
ipal officers of that city, police offi-
cers, fire officers, port authority po-
licemen and others.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate, obvi-
ously, that we do so; and in this small
way, with a small gesture, we provide
some of the financial support that
their families who were left behind
justly deserve.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker,
much time remains on our side?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). The gentelman has sev-
enteen and one-half minutes.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WATSON).

Ms. WATSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I commend the gentleman
from New York (Mr. NADLER) for bring-
ing this bill to the floor and join my
colleagues from New York and other
places in the extensions of sympathy.

Over the past few days, many of us
have spoken up to commend public
safety personnel across the country for
their bravery, to thank them for their
tireless efforts, and to offer our condo-
lences for the loss of their colleagues.
Their courage in the face of danger and
ongoing struggle under the burden of
great fatigue has given our Nation
hope in otherwise bleak circumstances.

It indeed was a 911 emergency call.
But words cannot match the sacrifices
of the police, fire and rescue personnel
who have paid the dearest price for
their valor. We owe it to them and to
their families that we provide the in-
jury and survivor benefits promised to
them, in the quickest and most effi-
cient manner possible.

how
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By passing this bill, we will in Con-
gress match our words of thanks with
real actions to support the men and
women on the front lines of their
struggle.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass this bill without delay.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. STU-
PAK), the head of the Law Enforcement
Caucus here in Congress.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this legislation to expedite
the benefits for the public safety offi-
cers who were killed or injured as a re-
sult of the horrific events of September
11. I commend the members of the
Committee on the Judiciary, the chair-
man and the ranking member on this
side for bringing this legislation for-
ward.

As the founder and the co-chair of
the Law Enforcement Caucus, we are
constantly reminded, and having been
a police officer, I have witnessed the
hard work and dedication and sacrifice
of our Nation’s public safety officers
that they take in day in and day out to
make this world safer.

Mr. Speaker, every time we have a
bill on the floor, we hear the old cliche
about how they put their lives on the
line every day for us. Unfortunately,
that is true.

Mr. Speaker, on September 11, and
every day since then, we have wit-
nessed, whether through watching the
buildings collapse or just seeing the
news coverage, we witness the dedica-
tion and courage of the public safety
officers and emergency medical re-
sponders who responded to the emer-
gencies in New York and northern Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania, wherever it
may be.

We in the Law Enforcement Caucus,
since I have been here, have been fight-
ing to make sure that there are sur-
vivors’ benefits, education benefits. We
regret that today we have to stand here
and try to expedite benefits for hun-
dreds of those public safety officers
who gave their lives to try to assist all
those people who were in need of
maybe just a helping hand or a friendly
face as they struggled to get out of the
danger they were in.

By expediting these benefits we in
Congress, we in the Law Enforcement
Caucus, remind the people throughout
this great Nation of the work and dedi-
cation and courage of public safety of-
ficers, but also during their time of
need as they are each and every day for
us in our time of need, that we stand
ready to assist them.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the chairman,
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
SENSENBRENNER) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. WEINER) for bring-
ing this bill to the floor, and I hope ev-
eryone in this Caucus and Congress
supports this legislation.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. MORAN).

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in very strong support
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of this legislation which will seek to
ease a small part of the intolerable
burden which has been placed on fami-
lies of public safety officers who have
been lost or injured in their heroic ef-
forts to rescue the victims of Tuesday’s
attacks.

Currently the Department of Justice
provides a one-time payment benefit of
$100,000 to these families. However, the
paperwork involved in processing them
can be complicated and unnecessarily
time-consuming involving months of
delays. As unbelievable as it may
sound, in order to be approved, the vic-
tims’ families are required to provide
autopsy reports and proof that he or
she did not suffer from a preexisting in-
jury that may have contributed to
their death.

When this legislation is passed, the
families of these victims will not have
to endure this heart-wrenching process.
Instead, once the Federal Government
has certified that the public safety offi-
cer has gone down in the line of duty,
the victim’s family will automatically
receive their benefit. There will be no
bureaucratic or unnecessary delays in
this process.

In Arlington County, I am proud to
say that countless numbers of people
have assisted in the Herculean effort to
rescue the victims of the Pentagon dis-
aster. When I called to ask for a spe-
cific number of officers injured in the
line of duty, I was told those figures
were not available because of the out-
pouring of assistance. Officers from all
over the area have been rushing to help
without bothering to sign in or be ac-
counted for.

By passing this legislation today, we
will help ensure that victims’ families
will not have to mneedlessly suffer
should the very worst happen.

Mr. Speaker, more public safety offi-
cers were lost in the attack on the
United States Tuesday than any other
single event in modern history. Expe-
diting assistance is one small way we
can help families cope with this loss
and take advantage of this benefit
without undue burden or delays. With-
out question, more needs to be done in
response to Tuesday’s cataclysmic
events, but this is a good first step in
helping some of the victims’ families;
and I urge my colleagues to unani-
mously support this legislation.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am not a New Yorker,
but what happened at the World Trade
Center in New York could have hap-
pened anyplace in the country, because
terrorism knows no boundaries. It
could have happened in Milwaukee or
San Francisco or Atlanta or anyplace
else.

Americans throughout our land, as
well as people around the world, wit-
nessed in horror what unfolded on
Tuesday morning. First one building
was hit, then a second building was hit,
then both of the buildings collapsed,
and there were hundreds or thousands
of people who were in them.
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But over and above everything, the
public safety officers in New York, the
firefighters and the police officers,
were unflinching in doing their duty,
which was to try to save lives and to
protect property. Over 200 of them are
now reported as missing and presumed
dead. We could be talking about the
Milwaukee police and fire department
or San Francisco police and fire de-
partment or the police and fire depart-
ment of any community in the coun-
try, but New York was the city that
was hit.

It is our responsibility to make sure
that the families of the fallen receive
the benefits that the Federal Govern-
ment has extended to them for over 30
years as quickly and as promptly as
possible. They will suffer enough pain
with the loss of their loved ones. They
should not be financially strapped be-
cause paperwork does not get done
quickly.

This bill is the right thing to do. It is
the right thing to do for New York
today, and it would be the right thing
to do for public safety officers who per-
ish in large numbers as a result of a
tragedy anyplace else in the country at
any time in the future.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WEINER. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I reiterate my thanks
to the chairman, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER), and
all of the Members of this body who
have demonstrated their support, and
to all of their constituents throughout
this country who have been deluging
New Yorkers with their demonstra-
tions of support. The stand we take
here on behalf of firefighters is done so
on behalf of all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to yield the balance of my time to
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER), the sponsor of the bill, for the
purpose of allocating time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER)
and the gentleman from New York (Mr.
WEINER). I have just returned from
spending time with my fellow New
Yorkers to introduce this legislation.

I must say, when I was going up to
New York from Washington, going up
by train, usually the first thing I see 20
miles away is the World Trade Center,
the twin towers, and it gives me a good
feeling, like a welcome home. This
week, going up on the train from 20
miles away, no twin towers, no World
Trade Center, only a huge plume of
smoke stretching down the Jersey
shore, and my guts felt like they were
being torn out.
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I take no pride in introducing this
legislation, and if ever there were a bill
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I drafted I wish were not needed, this
would be it.

Like so many Americans, I wait to
hear from friends and colleagues who
were in lower Manhattan when tragedy
struck early Tuesday morning. With
each passing hour, hope wanes; and we
cannot help but feel more empty in-
side.

But through all of this death and de-
struction, there are some glimmers of
hope. All across this country, men,
women and children are coming to-
gether, to volunteer their services, to
donate supplies, and to donate their
blood, and even in many countries
abroad. Even more moving are the nu-
merous accounts witnesses have re-
layed of the heroic and fearless actions
of the region’s firefighters and police
officers as they rushed up to the in-
ferno that the World Trade Center had
become as thousands of civilians
rushed out. Putting the safety and
well-being of others well above their
own, public safety officers performed
the most courageous acts; but, sadly,
probably about 300 New York City fire-
fighters and EMS workers and EMT
volunteers and people paid with their
lives as well as 60 or 70 New York City
and Port Authority police officers.

According to the International Asso-
ciation of Firefighters, more public
safety officers were lost in this attack
on the United States than any other
single event in modern history. In New
York City, we normally lose four to
five firefighters in a year. On one day,
on Tuesday, we lost about 300.

When a public safety officer dies in
the line of duty, his or her family re-
ceives a one-time benefit payment. The
paperwork involved, unfortunately, is
often long, arduous and time con-
suming. Just as our public safety offi-
cers stand up for us, we must now
stand up for them in this time of trag-
edy. This legislation directs the De-
partment of Justice to expedite the
payment process for the families of
those affected by Tuesday’s events. Ex-
pediting assistance is one small way we
can help families cope with this tragic
loss and take advantage of this impor-
tant benefit without undue burdens or
delays. Of course, much more needs to
be done in response to Tuesday’s
events. I stand ready to work with all
of my colleagues to address this crisis
in a timely and comprehensive manner.

I urge all my colleagues to vote for
this legislation as the first step. We
will take other steps. This country will
make the criminals who committed
this act of war against the United
States and against civilization rue the
day they were born. But this is our
first step. I thank my colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. OWENS).

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to urge all of my colleagues to join
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us in taking this step that Members of
Congress can take. There are a lot of
things we cannot do. I am proud of the
fact that so many Americans have re-
sponded in doing the things that they
can do. They can give blood, and they
are giving blood from all over the coun-
try. You can do that.

There are some things that we can do
in Congress without having additional
information, without a great deal of
planning. We can make it easier for
those who have paid the supreme price,
for the families of those who have paid
the supreme price, to at least know
certain things are taken care of while
they contend with their own grieving.

The stories are numerous of eye-
witness accounts. One that stands out
in my mind most is the one, and I have
been riveted to the television and
heard many of them, the account of the
young man on the 85th floor who came
down the steps. He said that the big-
gest difficulty they encountered was at
the 34th floor when they encountered
firemen who were coming up and who
were so exhausted because of the gear
they were carrying until one of them
almost passed out. They stopped to
help the firemen. They were going out.
And I think that those who gave those
accounts got out safely, but I am cer-
tain that the firemen they encountered
are among those firemen who perished
there.

That kind of heroism, we should all
salute and support by taking the steps
that we can take here in Congress to
make life as easy as possible for their
families.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL).

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, in
what may very well be remembered as
our Nation’s most deplorable tragedy,
our American family has stood firm.
Amid the carnage and the destruction,
amongst the pain and the anguish, our
public safety officers performed their
duties the way no fictional hero in Hol-
lywood could dare imagine. Our police
officers and firefighters, EMTSs, along
with countless other Americans in sup-
port roles are always there for us. Let
us make sure that we, as their family,
are there for them. Fire officials have
said that over 300 firefighters are cur-
rently missing or dead. Dozens of po-
lice officers and other emergency
workers are still unaccounted for. The
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey has said it has lost so many em-
ployees.

To my buddies in the New York fire
department and to my friends in the
New York police department, we share
in your grief. God only knows what
else we will hear in the days ahead.
God only knows how many children
will arrive home only to discover that
their brave mother or father has per-
ished while serving their country. Let
us make sure that these families are
served by us, not only with our undy-
ing admiration and appreciation but
also with our tangible support.
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I implore my colleagues to support
the gentleman from New York’s bill.
Payment to the families of public safe-
ty officers lost in the line of duty, our
first defenders, should be mandatory.
Now is not the time for long and time-
consuming paperwork. Now is not the
time for these families in their time of
crisis and need to worry about their fi-
nances. Let us do right by our Amer-
ican family. Let us ensure that the
Public Safety Officer Program operates
effectively and efficiently.

On behalf of all of my colleagues, Mr.
Speaker, I want to say thank you to all
of those who have served on this most
solemn of tragedies. We are with you.
We are with America, our family.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, let me begin by again
thanking the gentleman from Wis-
consin for helping to expedite this bill
so that it is before us today and hope-
fully will pass this body and the other
body also today. Secondly, Mr. Speak-
er, I want to make clear, I want to em-
phasize that this legislation, one of the
good points about it is that it makes
the funds that are necessary available
immediately as an entitlement not
subject to appropriations, so we do not
have to worry about the appropriation
process.

Thirdly, Mr. Speaker, I want to ex-
press my confidence that the Depart-
ment of Justice and the Department of
the Treasury will join the Congress in
treating the families of these heroic
public servants, these heroic police of-
ficers, fire officers and emergency med-
ical technicians and so forth, in treat-
ing their families with the respect they
are due from a grateful Nation and will
speed the help that they need and de-
serve as quickly and as painlessly as
possible.

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, let me
again simply say that I regret that I
was not on the floor yesterday to speak
or vote on the resolution. I was up in
New York in my district which in-
cludes the World Trade Center dealing
with some of the problems, some of the
people, and touring the site. It is a gut-
wrenching site. But let me express my
confidence that New York and the
United States will recover from this.
We are a resilient people. We will re-
cover from this. We will build anew.
The terrorists who did this, the nations
behind them, will pay a heavy price,
and this act of war will not go
unpunished. And we will wage war
until this scourge of terrorism is eradi-
cated from the face of our planet.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of
this bill. I thank the body.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend the gentleman from New York
(Mr. NADLER) for recognizing this pa-
perwork problem and drafting legisla-
tion to cut the red tape and to make
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sure that these payments are made to
the appropriate beneficiaries in the
earliest possible manner.

Let me tell the Justice and Treasury
Departments that if I hear of any delay
in expediting these payments, I am
going to be all over their back just as
the gentleman from New York and
other Members of this House will be on
their back as well. This has to be a pri-
ority, and this Congress is stating that
this has to be a priority through the
passage of this bill today.

I am very pleased to support the ef-
forts of the gentleman from New York
(Mr. NADLER). And I am supporting it
because I am an American and because
this is the right thing to do.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in the utmost support of H.R. 2882. This
legislation is designed to assure expedited
payments of benefits to public safety officers
who were killed or suffered injuries in the line
of duty while responding to the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001.

It is centrally important that this nation pro-
ceed hand in hand with the rule of law while
confronting this catastrophe. We must assure,
above all else, that our actions are not those
of a vengeful nation. Instead, we must act with
the conviction and certainty that the laws cre-
ated under our Constitution allow.

In order to accomplish this goal, we must
make sure that we pay adequate attention to
the human issues involved in this tragedy. By
assuring that the officers whom we have
praised for their selflessness and contributions
to stability receive the benefits they deserve in
the most expeditious manner possible, we
demonstrate our deep gratitude for their ef-
forts.

The legislature respects the rule of law by
facilitating the civility of the Federal govern-
ment toward those citizens we rely on in times
of crisis. H.R. 2882 also pays homage to the
legacies of those fallen public safety officers
by making it easier for their spouses and fam-
ily members to collect the benefits they are
entitled to.

Many of the brave men and women who
were first to respond to the events at the
World Trade Center are no longer here to wit-
ness the cheers of citizens urging service per-
sonnel on to find their friends and loved ones.
They are not among us to hear the pro-
nouncements and salutations world leaders
have provided recognizing their supreme sac-
rifice. This legislation ensures that these state-
ments are not empty gestures. It places the
priority of thee fallen citizens—to provide safe-
ty and security for their families and friends—
at the forefront of our remembrance.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to support this leg-
islation, and | am proud that this Congress
has chosen to move so quickly to assure
these families receive the support they de-
serve.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 2882, the Public Safety Officer
Benefit Bill.

Several hundred fire, police and rescue per-
sonnel lost their lives on Tuesday, September
11th simply doing their jobs: protecting the
lives of New Yorkers. This legislation, today,
will enable us to provide the families of these
heroes with some small compensation for the
lose of their loved one. While we can never
give them back the sister, or husband or
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brother or son that they lost, at least we can
spare them the indignity of having to produce
mountains of paperwork in order to obtain this
benefit.

Today’s bill is an excellent improvement to
current law and | would urge my colleagues to
wholeheartedly support it.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker | rise today in full
support of H.R. 2882 expediting payments to
the families of the brave public safety officers
killed or injured in the line of duty during the
heinous acts of terrorism against the United
States which occurred on September 11,
2001. Our nation owes these heroic men and
women our deepest gratitude and we extend
to their families our sincerest and heartfelt sor-
row for their loss. As our Nation stoically
comes to grips with the shocking enormity of
these attacks, our brave public safety officers
remain on the front line of the massive search
and rescue efforts underway. They are leading
the tireless search for our fellow citizens and
for their fallen comrades. At this time of na-
tional tragedy, let us acknowledge the ongoing
sacrifices that our Nation’s brave public safety
officers continue to selflessly endure in the
name of freedom and humanity. And may the
ultimate sacrifice of their comrades never be
forgotten. We pray for the safety of our public
safety officers and the safe return of their fel-
low officers who remain missing. | urge my
colleagues to fully support this bill.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of this important legislation that will
provide much needed assistance to the brave
men and women who have been leading our
search and rescue efforts.

The tragic violence of two days ago has
been a test of our resolve and our determina-
tion as a nation. We have more than met this
test—we have passed it with flying colors,
showing our enemies that we will not succumb
to their messages of hatred, of violence, and
of fear. All across American, we have wit-
nessed proud displays of patriotism, courage,
and compassion at prayer vigils and blood
drives, through words of encouragement and
individual acts of heroism.

No one has displayed this incredible bravery
and selflessness like the fire, rescue, and po-
lice personnel that have put their lives on the
line in the hopes of saving those who were the
victims of these heinous attacks. From all cor-
ners of our great nation, volunteers are pour-
ing into Western Pennsylvania, New York City,
and Arlington, Virginia to aid their fellow public
safety workers and to keep the rescue efforts
going around the clock. Regrettably, many of
these same men and women are among the
lists of those that we have lost or that are
missing. Our hearts go out to their families,
who have made a tremendous sacrifice so
that others might live.

Mr. Speaker, we can and should do all that
we can to provide aid and comfort to these
heroes and to the families that have suffered
loss in the line of duty. H.R. 2882 is the very
least we can do for them. It will expedite pay-
ments for those that are killed or suffered a
catastrophic illness as a result of their actions
here. It cannot replace the father, son, or hus-
band that is killed; it cannot mend the extraor-
dinary physical and mental harm they endure;
but it can ease at least one aspect of this hor-
rible experience.

Our first responders are our front line de-
fense to violence on our shores. These brave
men and women have made us all proud and
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lifted our hearts during this trying time. Their
heroic acts remind us that the soul of America
is vibrant and strong. | am proud to do my part
to support them today. | urge my colleagues to
make passage of this legislation unanimous.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in strong support of this resolution of-
fered by the gentleman of New York, Mr. NAD-
LER.

As this week’s horrific events unfolded, |
watched brave firefighters, law enforcement
and rescue personnel risking their lives to
save others.

| watched hospitals prepare for the wounded
and our armed forces go on high alert.

| watched a stricken nation respond by rush-
ing to donate blood and volunteer their time to
help the injured. These are acts of honor and
bravery that no barbaric act of violence can
penetrate.

Unfortunately, many of our brave rescue
personnel perished in the line of duty.

My condolences and prayers go out to the
families for the loss of their loved ones.

To those people, let me say I've witnessed
firsthand how individuals come together in a
moment of crisis, and | can assure you the
country will be there for you in your time of
need.

That is why | urge members to support this
important resolution and help families cope
with their tragic loss, and take advantage of
the Federal Public Safety Officer Benefit pro-
gram without delay.

These families deserve no less in their time
of grief.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in strong support of the bill, H.R. 2882.

The Nation's first responders—the fire-
fighters, emergency medical personnel, and
police—are the first to arrive at the scene, and
the last to leave.

As the Nation mourns the deaths of hun-
dreds, and probably thousands, of our fellow
citizens, as we take stock of the destruction
caused by Tuesday's terrorist attacks, we
should also pause for a moment to reflect on
the brave men and women who put their lives
on the line every day, in every small town and
suburb and big city across the country.

In passing H.R. 2882, we help ease the bur-
den the families of these fallen heroes de-
serve. These brave men and women gave
their lives in the line of duty in one of the most
tragic events in our Nation’s history. It has
been reported that over 250 New York fire-
fighters, emergency medical personnel, and
police officers may have perished at the World
Trade Center.

We cannot bring these people back, but we
can ensure that those who survive them do
not have to endure excessive paperwork to re-
ceive the benefits they deserve through the
selflessness and sacrifice of their loved ones.

Many people would not be alive today if it
were not for the bravery and sacrifice of these
first responders. In one of the country’s dark-
est hours, they kept faith with their colleagues,
with those in need, with their country, and for
that they paid the ultimate price. We have an
obligation to ensure that their families get the
support they need, and quickly, so that they
can pick up the threads of their lives.

The Nation’s first responders represent the
very best of America, and we owe them and
their families a debt of profound gratitude.
Passing H.R. 2882 is the least we can do to
bring some comfort to the families of these

fallen heroes. | urge my colleagues to support
this bill.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Pursuant to the order of
the House of today, the bill is consid-
ered read for amendment, and the pre-
vious question is ordered.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 413, nays 0,
not voting 17, as follows:

[Roll No. 339]

YEAS—413
Abercrombie Clay Gallegly
Ackerman Clayton Ganske
Aderholt Clement Gekas
Akin Clyburn Gephardt
Allen Coble Gibbons
Andrews Collins Gilchrest
Armey Combest Gillmor
Baca Condit Gilman
Bachus Cooksey Gonzalez
Baird Costello Goode
Baker Cox Goodlatte
Baldacci Coyne Gordon
Baldwin Cramer Goss
Ballenger Crane Graham
Barcia Crenshaw Granger
Barr Crowley Graves
Barrett Cubin Green (TX)
Bartlett Culberson Green (WI)
Barton Cummings Greenwood
Bass Cunningham Gruccei
Becerra Davis (CA) Gutierrez
Bentsen Dayvis (FL) Gutknecht
Bereuter Dayvis, Jo Ann Hall (OH)
Berkley Davis, Tom Hall (TX)
Berman Deal Hansen
Berry DeFazio Harman
Biggert DeGette Hart
Bilirakis Delahunt Hastings (FL)
Bishop DeLauro Hastings (WA)
Blagojevich DeLay Hayes
Blumenauer DeMint Hayworth
Blunt Deutsch Hefley
Boehlert Diaz-Balart Herger
Boehner Dicks Hill
Bonilla Dingell Hilleary
Bonior Doggett Hilliard
Bono Dooley Hinchey
Borski Doolittle Hinojosa
Boswell Doyle Hobson
Boucher Dreier Hoeffel
Boyd Duncan Hoekstra
Brady (PA) Dunn Holden
Brady (TX) Edwards Holt
Brown (FL) Ehlers Honda
Brown (OH) Ehrlich Hooley
Brown (SC) Emerson Horn
Bryant Engel Hostettler
Burr English Houghton
Burton Eshoo Hoyer
Buyer Etheridge Hulshof
Callahan Evans Hunter
Calvert Everett Hyde
Camp Farr Inslee
Cannon Fattah Isakson
Cantor Ferguson Israel
Capito Filner Issa
Capps Flake Istook
Capuano Fletcher Jackson (IL)
Cardin Foley Jackson-Lee
Carson (IN) Forbes (TX)
Carson (OK) Ford Jefferson
Castle Frank Jenkins
Chabot Frelinghuysen John
Chambliss Frost Johnson (CT)
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Johnson (IL) Myrick Shays
Johnson, E. B. Nadler Sherman
Johnson, Sam Napolitano Sherwood
Jones (NC) Neal Shimkus
Jones (OH) Nethercutt Shows
Kanjorski Ney Shuster
Kaptur Northup Simmons
Keller Norwood Simpson
Kennedy (MN) Nussle Skeen
Kennedy (RI) Oberstar Skelton
Kerns Obey Slaughter
Kildee Olver Smith (MI)
Kind (WI) Osborne Smith (NJ)
King (NY) Ose Smith (TX)
Kingston Otter Smith (WA)
Kirk Owens Snyder
Kleczka Oxley Solis
Knollenberg Pallone Souder
Kolbe Pascrell Spratt
Kucinich Pastor Stark
LaFalce Paul Stearns
LaHood Payne Stenholm
Lampson Pelosi Strickland
Langevin Pence Stump
Lantos Peterson (MN) Stupak
Larsen (WA) Peterson (PA) Sununu
Larson (CT) Petri Sweeney
Latham Phelps Tancredo
LaTourette Pickering Tanner
Leach Pitts Tauscher
Lee Platts Tauzin
Levin Pombo Taylor (MS)
Lewis (CA) Pomeroy Terry
Lewis (GA) Portman Thomas
Lewis (KY) Price (NC) Thompson (CA)
Linder Pryce (OH) Thompson (MS)
LoBiondo Putnam Thornberry
Lofgren Quinn Thune
Lowey Radanovich Thurman
Lucas (KY) Rahall Tiahrt
Lucas (OK) Ramstad Tiberi
Luther Regula Tierney
Maloney (CT) Rehberg Toomey
Manzullo Reyes Towns
Markey Reynolds Traficant
Mascara Riley Turner
Matheson Rivers Udall (CO)
Matsui Rodriguez Udall (NM)
McCarthy (MO) Roemer Upton
McCarthy (NY) Rogers (KY) Velazquez
McCollum Rogers (MI) Visclosky
McCrery Rohrabacher Vitter
McDermott Ros-Lehtinen Walden
McGovern Ross Walsh
McHugh Rothman Wamp
MeclInnis Roukema Waters
MclIntyre Roybal-Allard Watkins (OK)
McKinney Rush Watson (CA)
McNulty Ryan (WI) Watts (OK)
Meehan Ryun (KS) Waxman
Meek (FL) Sabo Weiner
Menendez Sanchez Weldon (FL)
Mica Sanders Weldon (PA)
Millender- Sandlin Weller

McDonald Sawyer Wexler
Miller (FL) Schaffer Whitfield
Miller, Gary Schakowsky Wicker
Miller, George Schiff Wilson
Mink Schrock Wolf
Mollohan Scott Woolsey
Moore Sensenbrenner Wu
Moran (KS) Serrano Wynn
Moran (VA) Sessions Young (FL)
Morella Shadegg
Murtha Shaw

NOT VOTING—17
Conyers Lipinski Royce
Davis (IL) Maloney (NY) Saxton
Fossella McKeon Taylor (NC)
Kelly Meeks (NY) Watt (NC)
Kilpatrick Ortiz Young (AK)
Largent Rangel
0 1236

Mr. BECERRA and Mr. STARK

changed their vote from ‘‘nay” to

“yea.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Stated for:
Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | was not present for the vote on H.R.
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2882. Had | been able to return from the Pen-
tagon, | would have voted in strong support for
H.R. 2882, to expedite relief for the families of
law enforcement officers lost in this terrible
tragedy.

Mr. McKEON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
339 | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

—————

YES VOTE ON HOUSE JOINT RESO-
LUTION 61, CONDEMNING THE
TERRORIST ATTACKS ON SEP-
TEMBER 11, 2001

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on Roll-
call 338, which occurred on September
12, 2001, unfortunately, due to cir-
cumstances beyond my control, I was
unable to be here to vote on this im-
portant resolution. I would like to take
this opportunity to state for the
RECORD that had I been here, I would
have voted ‘“‘yea’ on House Joint Reso-
lution 61, condemning the cowardly
terrorist attacks which took place on
September 11.

I spent part of yesterday visiting the
rescue operation team at the World
Trade Center in their attempt to find
more survivors within the rubble. I
still find it difficult to recount the hor-
rors that I witnessed, but I assure my
colleagues that what I saw is unprece-
dented in the history of our country. It
reaffirms my faith, though, in America
and in this Congress that has moved so
quickly, with such force and unity, to
condemn these attacks and has guaran-
teed the support of the people of the
United States for New York City, for
Washington, D.C., and for all the vic-
tims of this vicious, vicious attack.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Pursuant to clause 12 of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 40
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LATOURETTE) at 1 o’clock
and 33 minutes p.m.

——————

VICTIMS OF TERRORISM RELIEF
ACT OF 2001

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
at any time without intervention of
any point of order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 2884) to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide tax relief for victims of the ter-
rorist attacks against the TUnited
States on September 11, 2001; that the
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bill be considered as read for amend-
ment; and that the previous question
be considered as ordered on the bill to
final passage without intervening mo-
tion except 1 hour of debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member, or his
designee, and one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, and I certainly
shall not object, I rise just simply to
thank the chairman for providing this
procedure which will provide us with
some additional time on this particular
bill. I thank the chairman for that.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to the previous order of the House, I
call up the bill (H.R. 2884) to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide tax relief for victims of the ter-
rorist attacks against the United
States on September 11, 2001, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of H.R. 2884 is as follows:

H.R. 2884

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Victims of
Terrorism Relief Act of 2001,

SEC. 2. INCOME TAXES OF VICTIMS OF TER-
RORIST ATTACKS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 692 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to income
taxes of members of Armed Forces on death)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(d) CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS DYING AS A RE-
SULT OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, TERRORIST AT-
TACKS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any indi-
vidual who dies as a result of wounds or in-
jury incurred as a result of the terrorist at-
tacks against the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, any tax imposed by this sub-
title shall not apply—

‘“(A) with respect to the taxable year in
which falls the date of such individual’s
death, and

‘(B) with respect to any prior taxable year
in the period beginning with the last taxable
yvear ending before the taxable year in which
the wounds or injury were incurred.

‘“(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to an individual whom the Secretary
determines was a perpetrator of any such
terrorist attack.”.

(b) CONFORMING AND CLERICAL
MENTS.—

(1) The heading of section 692 of such Code
is amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 692. INCOME TAXES OF MEMBERS OF
ARMED FORCES ON DEATH AND VIC-
TIMS OF CERTAIN TERRORIST AT-
TACKS.”.

(2) The item relating to section 692 in the
table of sections for part II of subchapter J
of chapter 1 of such Code is amended to read
as follows:

AMEND-

“Sec. 692. Income taxes of members of Armed
Forces on death and victims of
certain terrorist attacks.”.
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(3) Section 5(b)(1) of such Code is amended
by inserting ‘‘and victims of certain terrorist
attacks’ after ‘‘on death’.

(4) Section 6013(f)(2)(B) of such Code is
amended by inserting ‘“‘and victims of cer-
tain terrorist attacks’ after ‘‘on death’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years ending on or after September 11, 2001.
SEC. 3. RELIEF FROM ADDITIONAL ESTATE TAX.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2201 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the first sentence by inserting ‘‘(a) IN
GENERAL.—” before ‘“‘The additional estate
tax’’, and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) VicTIMS OF CERTAIN TERRORIST AT-
TACKS.—The additional estate tax shall not
apply to the transfer of the taxable estate of
any individual who dies as a result of wounds
or injury incurred as a result of the terrorist
attacks against the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. The preceding sentence shall
not apply with respect to any individual
whom the Secretary determines was a perpe-
trator of any such terrorist attack.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) The heading of section 2201 of such Code
is amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 2201. COMBAT ZONE-RELATED DEATHS OF

MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
AND DEATHS OF VICTIMS OF CER-
TAIN TERRORIST ATTACKS.”.

(2) The item relating to section 2201 in the
table of sections for subchapter C of chapter
11 of such Code is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘“‘Sec. 2201. Combat zone-related deaths of
members of the Armed Forces
and deaths of victims of certain
terrorist attacks.”.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to estates of
decedents dying on or after September 11,
2001.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
THOMAS) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MCNULTY) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. THOMAS).

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. THOMAS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, as we
continue to mourn the victims and as
the rescue operation turns to recovery,
one of the things that I think the
American people perceived fairly early,
and that its elected leaders are begin-
ning to come to consensus on, is that
this was an act of war.

Although we have not formally de-
clared war, I believe the mental frame-
work of dealing in a wartime situation
is one that will serve this country well,
one, in terms of pursuing the perpetra-
tors as combatants in a war and using
military rules of engagement, but, sec-
ondly, on the home front, under-
standing that what occurred in New
York and what occurred in the Pen-
tagon and, to a lesser extent, in Penn-
sylvania were acts of war.

It would be ironic if we did not have
this bill in front of us today, because
what this bill basically does is take
those provisions of the Tax Code al-
ready on the books which apply to the
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