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our full attention in trying to get the
peace process back on track.

America should have asserted its
leadership by fully engaging in the
world conference against racism, not
by detaching from it.

It is an outrageous insult to millions
of Americans that our first African
American Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, was not allowed to join in this
important discussion. Many Americans
are equally and rightfully outraged by
the Bush administration’s decision.

We know, I know, this House knows,
that this country has a long history
embedded in racism. Full participation
in the conference would have sent a
message that the United States was
joining the world in efforts to discuss
strategies to eliminate racism, xeno-
phobia, sexism, hate crimes, religious
intolerance, and other forms of intoler-
ance. No other country has this tragic
history as we do. Who else should be
leading the world community in ad-
dressing this? We should.

However, the manner in which the
United States has addressed the World
Conference Against Racism is really a
disgrace. It is a slap in the face to mil-
lions of Americans who have been af-
fected by past United States policies
rooted in racist ideology and are deal-
ing with the consequences each and
every day in their daily lives.

The United States is sending a mes-
sage that it is indifferent to the issues
of circumstances facing Native Ameri-
cans, Latino and Hispanic Americans,
Asian Pacific Americans, as well as Af-
rican Americans. I firmly believe that
this is a grave mistake and a missed
opportunity of the greatest magnitude.

The World Conference Against Rac-
ism provided an important and credible
platform to address racism in all its
forms. This platform is also critical to
the discussion of the 10 priority action
points of consensus presented by the
Africans and African descendents at
the conference, and should have been
embraced by the conference and by the
United States Government.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD this statement on the Ten Pri-
ority Action Points.

The document referred to is as fol-
lows:
TEN PRIORITY ACTION POINTS OF CONSENSUS

AFRICAN AND AFRICAN DESCENDANTS CAUCUS

1. The Slave Trade, Slavery and colo-
nialism are crimes against humanity.

2. Reparations for Africans and African De-
scendants.

3. Recognition of the economic basis of rac-
ism.

4. Adoption of corrective national (domes-
tic) public policies with emphasis on envi-
ronmental racism and health care.

5. Adoption of culture-specific development
policies.

6. The adoption of mechanisms to combat
the interconnection of race and poverty, and
the role that globalization (caused by gov-
ernments and the private sector) has in this
interconnection.

7. Adoption of mechanisms to combat rac-
ism in the criminal punishment (penal) sys-
tem.

8. Reform of the legal system including na-
tional constitutional reforms and develop-

ment of international and regional mecha-
nisms for dismantling racism.

9. Adoption of policies specific to African
and African Descendant Women that recog-
nize and address the intersection of race and
gender.

10. Support for the adoption of policies
that recognize and address the intersection
of race and sexual orientation.

Mr. Speaker, the United States Gov-
ernment sanctioned slavery for hun-
dreds of years, completely devastating
the lives of generations and genera-
tions of Africans in America. It is long
past time that this government for-
mally deal with its participation in the
institution of slavery and to begin the
healing process for millions of Ameri-
cans who are descendents of slaves.

The United States should be leading
the charge to address the lasting im-
pact of the transatlantic slave trade,
what to do about it, and specifically to
discuss reparations. We cannot forget
that America’s racism is rooted in the
institution of slavery. That must be
dealt with in order to move forward as
a healed and healthy country.

As an African American woman and a
Member of Congress, it is embarrassing
that this miscalculated and callous de-
cision to abandon the conference will
once again leave the United States out
of serious international dialogue.

Racism is a fundamental question of
human rights, and in the House Com-
mittee on International Relations and
here on the floor we regularly question
human rights practices in other coun-
tries. It is equally important that we
apply the same scrutiny to our own so-
ciety and examine the easily recogniz-
able vestiges of slavery manifested in
the current racial and economic di-
vides that we experience today.

The World Conference Against Rac-
ism provided our government with a
credible platform to do this. Yet once
again, as with the previous two con-
ferences, we are absent.

I want to urge my colleagues to sup-
port legislation offered by the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS),
H.R. 40, which would commission a
study to examine the effects of slavery
and to begin a substantive discussion
which I believe will move us forward
toward healing our Nation. This legis-
lation must move forward.

Again, let me reiterate my deep dis-
appointment at the decision of the ad-
ministration to pull out of this con-
ference. The next time this oppor-
tunity presents itself, the United
States not only needs to attend this
conference, but to host it.

f

U.N. CONFERENCE AGAINST
RACISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I attended the conference in
Durbin on racism with the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE). The
Congressional Black Caucus had seven

members there, and I think we were
the ones that gave credibility to the
United States, because I really feel
that we missed an opportunity.

So I would like to read to this body
my statement that was delivered while
we were there in Durbin, South Africa,
at the United Nations Conference on
Racism, Xenophobia, and Other Intol-
erance, because I think it states the
point.

‘‘It is a distinct honor to participate
with representatives from around the
world who are joined in one common
concern, and that is the elimination of
the scourge of racism. No nobler intent
can there be to express our support for
eradicating this menace that has per-
meated our halls of justice, our halls
and places of power, our board rooms,
our schoolrooms, and our main streets.

I use as a frame of reference my own
place of birth, the United States of
America, which has failed to send a
high-level delegation. So I have to say,
shame, shame on America. You have
demonstrated your reluctance to sit at
the table of nations to discuss past
policies that have contaminated our re-
lations between the majority and the
minority in our own country. So deep
are the wounds that healing appears to
be unattainable and the political will
evasive.

The legacy of slavery not only has
broken the spirit of many African
Americans in the Diaspora, but also
left generations to come without the
hope to look ahead with clarity. We
seek a future without the pain of suf-
fering from the indignities and intoler-
ances spawned by the involuntary sei-
zure of a people from the very con-
tinent on which we stand today.

The Congressional Black Caucus
stands with the participating nations
asking for a healing that will repair
the broken and make them whole. But
first our country must recognize its
past mistakes and own up to them.

It is disingenuous for critics to harp
on the theme that the past is the past,
which they had nothing to do with, and
now we must fast-forward to the fu-
ture. It loses sight of the psychological
and sociological damage remaining
from the harsh and unjust treatment of
the past. This refrain, ‘‘the past is the
past,’’ cannot be washed away with
only an apology, but could with a se-
ries of meaningful discussions held in
the United States that acknowledge
the past and develop plans for the fu-
ture to eradicate racism.

I therefore call on the United States
to host its own conference on racism in
the near future and to support the leg-
islation of the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. CONYERS), H.R. 40, which will
ask for a discussion, a study on racism.

Reparations can consist of a variety
of approaches that indeed further the
advancement of those oppressed and
provide benefits for their offspring. We
need to look at better educational op-
portunities for our young people from
kindergarten to college; health insur-
ance coverage, maybe; the unjust jus-
tice system; racial profiling; affordable

VerDate 31-AUG-2001 00:16 Sep 07, 2001 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K06SE7.081 pfrm01 PsN: H06PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5448 September 6, 2001
housing; environmental racism; job op-
portunities; creation of entrepreneur-
ships. There are many, many ways in
which 40 acres and a mule can trans-
late into productive activities without
the need for budget-busting expendi-
tures.

Let us start the debate here, and
then go to our respective homes and
continue these dialogues until the cul-
ture of racism and intolerance is elimi-
nated from the face of the Earth, and
especially, from the soil that we tilled
and sowed.

f

PROGRESS ON CURING
PARKINSON’S DISEASE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. UDALL) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, I come to the floor today to com-
memorate the anniversary of the Mor-
ris K. Udall Parkinson’s Disease Re-
search Act. This act, which was passed
4 years ago this month, has strength-
ened our national research effort to de-
velop more effective treatments and
hopefully a cure for Parkinson’s dis-
ease.

Before I say what I have to say, I
want to salute the millions of people
who are in the daily battle against this
disease.

b 1700
I also want to thank Joan Samuelson

and the Parkinson’s Action Network
for their hard work on behalf of all of
us.

Additionally, I want to take this op-
portunity to thank all of my colleagues
on the Congressional Parkinson’s
Working Group. To name a few, the
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MALONEY), the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. UPTON), the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. EVANS), and the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. SKEEN);
they have been on the front lines in
fighting for research dollars and hold-
ing various projects accountable for
the wise use of these funds.

Parkinson’s is a devastating disease
that affects more than 1 million Ameri-
cans and their families. Fifty thousand
people are newly diagnosed with Par-
kinson’s each year, and of those with
Parkinson’s today, roughly 40 percent
are under the age of 60. Most of us
know someone with Parkinson’s, or we
know someone whose life has been
touched by Parkinson’s. For some of
us, this issue hits close to home.

Many people knew my dad, Mo Udall,
and his story. He enjoyed great health
until 1976, when he broke both his arms
in a fall off a ladder, caught viral pneu-
monia, his appendix burst, he got peri-
tonitis, and he contracted Parkinson’s
Disease, all within 8 months. He had a
long battle with Parkinson’s before he
passed away in December of 1998.

One way my father chose to deal with
Parkinson’s was to make light of it.

Shortly after he was diagnosed, there
was a scandal involving a woman by
the name of Paula Parkinson, a blond
lobbyist who kissed and told about her
affairs with several Congressmen. He
used to tell a joke that there were two
kinds of Parkinson’s disease, the kind
discovered by an English doctor during
the 1800s and the kind you get when
you go to Florida with a blond lob-
byist. There were no similarities be-
tween the two afflictions, he said, ex-
cept they both cause you to lose sleep
and they both give you the shakes.

In all seriousness, though, I think Mo
would be humbled and honored by the
fact that this important act and the
centers of excellence it creates are
named after him. He dedicated his life
to making a difference in the lives of
people, and by having his name associ-
ated with this act, he continues to
have an impact on the world even after
his death.

The act authorizes $100 million at the
National Institutes of Health for Par-
kinson’s research. It also establishes 10
centers for research throughout the
Nation and creates a national Parkin-
son’s information clearinghouse for
support of research and education.

Mr. Speaker, the Udall Act has
helped us make tremendous progress in
the fight against Parkinson’s and in
understanding other neurodegenerative
diseases. That is why we need to act
soon and reauthorize the act. We need
to give researchers the necessary fund-
ing and support to combat this debili-
tating and ruthless disease.

We will be introducing legislation in
the next month to reauthorize the act,
and I fervently hope that my col-
leagues will work with us to make the
dream of finding a cure for Parkinson’s
come true.

Mr. Speaker, at this time I would
like to yield to my colleague and good
friend, the gentleman from the great
State of North Carolina (Mr. PRICE).

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding to me and want to commend
him for calling this Special Order
today and giving Members an oppor-
tunity to join in honoring the late
Morris Udall and in observing the
fourth anniversary of the Morris K.
Udall Parkinson’s Research Act.

Mr. Speaker, Parkinson’s disease and
related disorders afflict approximately
1 million Americans. Sixty thousand
more are diagnosed each year with Par-
kinson’s disease. Approximately 40 per-
cent of those afflicted are under the
age of 60. This is a devastating disease,
and its incidence probably actually is
underreported. Because it is not con-
tagious and it does not have to be re-
ported, we probably underestimate the
extent of this devastating disorder. It
is estimated that Parkinson’s disease
costs society $25 billion or more annu-
ally.

I appreciate very much our colleague,
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
UDALL), coming to the floor today and
sharing the story with his colleagues of

his father’s illness; and of course, we
all remember his father’s great accom-
plishments. Mo Udall was one of this
body’s greatest Members in the 20th
century, a man of great humor, great
concern for those in this society who
are less fortunate, and a man of great
achievement in this body. Mo Udall’s
last years were marred by Parkinson’s
disease, but he dealt with it coura-
geously.

We are all fortunate that his son, our
colleague from Colorado, and his neph-
ew, the gentleman from Arizona, are
carrying on his good work in this body.
We appreciate what the gentleman
from Colorado is doing today and ap-
preciate especially his sharing the
story of his father with us and remind-
ing us of the importance of carrying on
this work, which we do in his name.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. I thank the
gentleman for expressing those senti-
ments, and I know everyone in my fam-
ily appreciates the affection and re-
spect that the gentleman has acknowl-
edged that exists for my father.

I would add to the comments that
the gentleman made that I think Par-
kinson’s disease should truly be char-
acterized as the most common uncom-
mon disease. And by that I mean, the
researchers tell us only about a million
Americans have the disease. But I
guarantee that if we were to walk out
on the streets outside the Capitol here
and we were to talk to four or five peo-
ple, by the time we would get to the
fifth person, they will know somebody
in their immediate family or a friend
who has Parkinson’s disease and who is
battling it valiantly.

They would also, I think, be excited
to know that we are so close to not
only finding ways to combat the dis-
ease but to actually identify a cure,
and that is why it is so important to
reauthorize this act and continue the
momentum that has been generated
over the past 10 years.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. That is
absolutely true. The number of fami-
lies affected by this disease directly
and indirectly is, of course, in the mil-
lions, and that includes my own fam-
ily. My late father had a brother who
was afflicted with Parkinson’s. He had
an uncle who was afflicted with Par-
kinson’s.

My dad, incidentally, was a great fan
of the gentleman’s father. I remember
when I was the Democratic Party
chairman in North Carolina, we were
fortunate enough to line up Mo Udall
as the speaker at our annual party ban-
quet. It was over in the western part of
the State, so my dad, who resided in
east Tennessee, was able to come over
for this function. He could not stop
laughing. He said Mo Udall was the
funniest man he had ever heard or seen
anywhere, almost enough to make a
Democrat out of him!

Mo Udall was a wonderful man who
brought great good humor to politics,
great warmth, and a wonderful spirit.
He later autographed his book ‘‘Too
Funny to Be President,’’ and we gave it
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