
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4751July 27, 2001
Chairman, the evidence is clear, Arsenic is in
our water and poses a serious health risk—the
American people can not wait any longer for
action. I urge all members of Congress to sup-
port the Bonior Amendment.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in support of the amendment of-
fered by Representatives BONIOR, WAXMAN,
and BROWN. This amendment will prevent any
further delay or weakening the arsenic stand-
ard for drinking water.

One of the very first acts of the new Admin-
istration was to delay EPA’s new drinking
water standard of 10 parts per billion for ar-
senic. The new proposed regulation would
have replaced a nearly 60-year old standard
adopted in 1942 before arsenic was even
known to cause cancer. In 1999, the National
Academy of Sciences found that the old ar-
senic standard of 50 parts per billion for drink-
ing water did not achieve EPA’s goal for public
health protection and therefore, required a
downward revision as promptly as possible.

As statutory deadlines for revision were
missed in 1974, 1986, and 1996, we cannot
afford to miss another one. The National
Academy of Sciences easily estimated that the
old standard could result in a total cancer rate
of one in 100—a cancer risk 10,000 times
higher than EPA allows for food. Questions
have been raised as to causes associated
with arsenic. As a known carcinogenic sub-
stance, arsenic causes bladder, lung, and skin
cancer, and is toxic to the heart, blood ves-
sels, and the central nervous system. Who in
America is most vulnerable? America’s chil-
dren and pregnant women are more suscep-
tible to this form of poisoning.

Mr. Chairman, we cannot afford any further
delay in the implementation of EPA’s arsenic
standard. The EPA invested time and re-
sources and the new standard is the result of
25 years of public comment and debate. Con-
gress cannot miss this opportunity to improve
America’s water quality. We owe it to our na-
tion’s children.

I urge my colleagues to support the Amend-
ment offered by Representatives BONIOR,
WAXMAN, and BROWN.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Chairman, after catering to
a host of special interests on the issues of tax
policy and energy, it’s amazing the reasons
that the majority have come up with to stop
legislation that is clearly in the public interest.

In this case, the majority wants to block ef-
forts to protect citizens from arsenic in drinking
water.

Anyone who’s read an Agatha Christie mys-
tery knows that arsenic is a poison.

We’ve spent 17 years extensively reviewing
and studying the lethality of this element.
We’ve learned that even low levels of arsenic
exposure pose a public health risk.

Earlier this year, the EPA approved an ar-
senic standard of 10 parts per billion instead
of the current standard 50 parts per billion.

The Bush administration rescinded this reg-
ulation pending further review by the National
Academy of Sciences.

Do we really need more review? The stand-
ard has been on the table for decades. In fact,
the U.S. Public Health Service first advanced
it in 1962.

Is this debate really about sound science?
Or is it really setting the public interest aside?

No matter where one lives in this country,
we should be assured of safe drinking water.
We cannot delay making this a reality. We
must adopt the Bonior amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. All time having ex-
pired, the question is on the amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. BONIOR).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote and, pending
that, I make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BONIOR)
will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.
Accordingly, the Committee rose;

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. BE-
REUTER) having assumed the chair, Mr.
SHIMKUS, Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole House on the State of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 2620) making appropriations for
the Departments of Veterans Affairs
and Housing and Urban Development,
and for sundry independent agencies,
boards, commissions, corporations, and
offices for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2002, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.

f

LIMITATION ON AMENDMENTS
DURING FURTHER CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 2620, DEPART-
MENTS OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
AND HOUSING AND URBAN DE-
VELOPMENT, AND INDEPENDENT
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2002
Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I believe

an agreement has been worked out to
the satisfaction of both parties. I ask
unanimous consent that during further
consideration of H.R. 2620 in the Com-
mittee of the Whole pursuant to House
Resolution 210——

One, no amendment to the bill may
be offered except:

Pro forma amendments offered by
the chairman or ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their designees for the pur-
pose of debate.

The amendment printed in House Re-
port 107–164.

The amendments printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD numbered 5, 6, 7,
12, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 30, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40,
41, 42 and 46.

Two amendments by the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) and
one amendment by the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT) that I have
placed at the desk.

One amendment en bloc by the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-
LEE) consisting of the amendments
numbered 31, 33, 34 and 35.

Two, such amendments shall be de-
batable as follows:

Except as specified, each amendment
shall be debatable for 10 minutes only.

The amendments numbered 6, 12, 24,
39 and 42 shall be debatable for 20 min-
utes each.

The amendments numbered 5 and 37
and one amendment by the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) shall
be debatable only for 30 minutes each.

The amendment numbered 46 shall be
debatable only for 40 minutes.

Such debate shall be equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an
opponent.
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Three, each such amendment shall be
offered only by the Member designated
in this request, the Member who caused
it to be printed, or a designee, shall be
considered as read, shall not be subject
to amendment, except that the chair-
man and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations, or a
designee, each may offer one pro forma
amendment for the purpose of further
debate on any pending amendment, and
shall not be subject to a demand for a
division of the question in the House or
in the whole.

Four, all points of order are waived
against amendment numbered 25.

Five, the amendment printed in
House Report 107–164 may amend por-
tions of the bill not yet read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. BE-
REUTER). The Clerk will report the
amendments.

The Clerk read as follows:
Amendment Offered by Mr. FRANK:
Page 93, after line 25, insert the following

new section:
SEC. 427. The amounts otherwise provided

by this Act are hereby revised by reducing
the aggregate amount made available for
‘‘PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING—PUBLIC HOUS-
ING OPERATING FUND’’, reducing the amount
specified under such ‘‘PUBLIC HOUSING OPER-
ATING FUND’’ item for the Inspector General
for Operation Safe Home, reducing the ag-
gregate amount provided for ‘‘MANAGEMENT
AND ADMINISTRATION—OFFICE OF INSPECTOR
GENERAL’’, and reducing the amount speci-
fied under such ‘‘OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL’’ item that is to be provided from the
amount earmarked for Operation Safe Home,
and none of the funds made available in this
Act may be used to fix, establish, charge, or
collect mortgage insurance premiums for
mortgage insurance made available pursuant
to the program under section 221(d)(4) of the
National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1715l(d)(4))
in an amount greater than the cost (as such
term is defined in section 502 of the Federal
Credit Reform Act of 1990) of such program,
by $5,000,000.

Page 93, after line 25, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 427. The amounts otherwise provided
by this Act are hereby revised by reducing
the aggregate amount made available for
‘‘PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING—PUBLIC HOUS-
ING OPERATING FUND’’, reducing the amount
specified under such ‘‘PUBLIC HOUSING OPER-
ATING FUND’’ item for the Inspector General
for Operation Safe Home, reducing the ag-
gregate amount provided for ‘‘MANAGEMENT
AND ADMINISTRATION—OFFICE OF INSPECTOR
GENERAL’’, and reducing the amount speci-
fied under such ‘‘OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL’’ item that is to be provided from the
amount earmarked for Operation Safe Home,
and none of the funds made available in this
Act may be used to fix, establish, charge, or
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collect mortgage insurance premiums for
mortgage insurance under title II of the Na-
tional Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.)
made available under any multifamily hous-
ing mortgage insurance program affected by
the interim rule issued by the Department of
Housing and Urban Development on July 2,
2001 (66 Federal Register 35070; Docket No.
FR 4679-I-01), in an amount greater than the
cost (as such term is defined in section 502 of
the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990) of
such program, by $5,000,000.

Mr. WALSH (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the amendments be considered as read
and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, I just do so in order
to allow the gentleman to make clear
to the membership what this will mean
for all of them for the rest of the day,
and what it will mean for the further
consideration of this bill.

It is my understanding that this will
mean that after we take up the Menen-
dez amendment, we will then vote on
the accumulated amendments, and
that there will be no further votes
today; that the committee will rise,
and that we will resume consideration
of this bill Monday after 7, and proceed
to completion of the bill Monday
evening.

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. OBEY. I yield to the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, that is
precisely our understanding of this
agreement.

Mr. OBEY. I thank the gentleman.
Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the gen-

tleman from New York and the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. MOL-
LOHAN) for the agreement.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. BE-
REUTER). Would the gentleman from
New York specify the Traficant amend-
ment that he intends?

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, one Trafi-
cant amendment is printed and the
other is not printed yet. It is at the
desk. It is his Buy American amend-
ment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the amendment of-
fered by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
Traficant).

The Clerk read as follows:
Amendment offered by Mr. TRAFICANT:
At the end of the bill, insert after the last

section (preceding the short title) the fol-
lowing new section:

SEC. . None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this Act may be
made available to any person or entity con-
victed of violating the Buy American Act (41
U.S.C. 10a–10c).

Mr. WALSH (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the amendment be considered as read
and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the requests of the gen-
tleman from New York to dispense

with the readings of the three un-
printed amendments?

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there

objection to the original request of the
gentleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

DEPARTMENTS OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2002

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 210 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2620.

b 1233

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2620) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Veterans Affairs and
Housing and Urban Development and
for sundry independent agencies,
boards, commissions, corporations, and
offices for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2002, and for other purposes,
with Mr. SHIMKUS in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
a request for a recorded vote on amend-
ment No. 45 offered by the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. BONIOR) had been
postponed and the bill was open for
amendment from page 33, line 5,
through page 37, line 9.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
today, no amendment to the bill may
be offered except:

Pro forma amendments offered by
the chairman or ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their designees for the pur-
pose of debate.

The amendment printed in House Re-
port 107–164.

The amendments printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD and numbered 5, 6,
7, 12, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 30, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40,
41, 42, and 46.

Two amendments offered by the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
FRANK) and one amendment offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TRAFI-
CANT) that have been placed at the
desk.

One amendment en bloc offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) consisting of amend-
ments numbered 31, 33, 34, and 35.

Such amendments shall be debatable
as follows:

Except as specified, each amendment
shall be debatable only for 10 minutes
each.

The amendments numbered 6, 12, 24,
39, and 42 shall be debatable only for 20
minutes each;

The amendments numbered 5 and 37
and one amendment offered by the gen-

tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
FRANK) shall be debatable for only 30
minutes each.

The amendment numbered 46 shall be
debatable only for 40 minutes.

Such debate shall be equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an
opponent.

Each such amendment may be offered
only by the Member designated in the
request, the Member who caused it to
be printed, or a designee, shall be con-
sidered as read and shall not be subject
to amendment, except that the chair-
man and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations, or a
designee, each may offer one pro forma
amendment for the purpose of further
debate on any pending amendment, and
shall not be subject to a demand for a
division of the question.

The amendment printed in House Re-
port 107–164, may amend portions of the
bill not yet read.
AMENDMENT NO. 46 OFFERED BY MR. MENENDEZ

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Chairman, I
offer an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 46 offered by Mr. MENEN-
DEZ:

At the end of the bill, add the following
new section:

‘‘SEC. . Funding made available under
this Act for salaries and expenses, excluding
those made available for the Department of
Veterans Affairs and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, are reduced by $25,000,000
and funds made available for ‘‘Environ-
mental Programs and Management’’ at the
Environmental Protection Agency are in-
creased by $25,000,000 for activities author-
ized by law: Provided, none of the funds in
this Act shall be available by reason of the
next to last specific dollar earmark under
the heading ‘‘State and Tribal Assistance
Grants.’’

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
order of the House of today, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) and a Member opposed each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ).

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

At the outset, I want to thank the
ranking member of the full committee
and the gentleman from West Virginia
(Mr. MOLLOHAN), the subcommittee
ranking member, for all their hard
work and cooperation on this amend-
ment.

This amendment which I am spon-
soring with my colleagues, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY), the
gentleman from California (Mr. WAX-
MAN), the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. PALLONE), and the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. TIERNEY) would re-
store critically needed funding to the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Of-
fice of Compliance and Enforcement,
which is responsible for enforcing
America’s most important and effec-
tive environmental laws.
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