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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield

back the balance of my time.
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I

urge passage of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 558.

The question was taken.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

JAMES C. CORMAN FEDERAL
BUILDING

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 621) to designate the Federal
building located at 6230 Van Nuys Bou-
levard in Van Nuys, California, as the
‘‘James C. Corman Federal Building.’’

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 621

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The Federal building located at 6230 Van
Nuys Boulevard in Van Nuys, California,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘James
C. Corman Federal Building’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the Federal building re-
ferred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be
a reference to the ‘‘James C. Corman Federal
Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. COSTELLO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 621 designates the
Federal building in Van Nuys, Cali-
fornia, as the James C. Corman Federal
building. Congressman Corman was
born in Galena, Kansas, and was a
graduate of Belmont High School. He
earned his undergraduate degree from
UCLA, his juris doctor from USC, and
his LLD from the University of San
Fernando Valley School of Law. He was
appointed to the California bar in 1949.

Congressman Corman first served his
country in the United States Marine
Corps during the Second World War
and later as a colonel in the Marine
Corps Reserves. In 1957, Congressman
Corman was elected to the Los Angeles
City Council. He served on the council

until being elected to the 87th Congress
in 1960 and was reelected to the House
of Representatives for 10 succeeding
terms.

He served on the Committee on the
Judiciary, where he was instrumental
in fighting for the passage of the 1964
Civil Rights Act, and on the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, where he
was a leading advocate for the poor and
the disadvantaged working on tax and
welfare reform.

Congressman Corman was also proud
to serve on President Johnson’s Na-
tional Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders to investigate the causes of
multi-city rioting in 1967. As many of
us are aware, former Congressman
Corman passed away at the age of 80
last January.

I support this bill, and I encourage
my colleagues to support it as well.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 621, a bill to designate the Fed-
eral building located at 6230 Van Nuys
Boulevard in Van Nuys, California, as
the James C. Corman Federal building.

Congressman Jim Corman rep-
resented the 21st Congressional Dis-
trict in California for 20 years, from
1961 until 1981, the years which saw the
Vietnam War, urban riots, Watergate,
and the first manned flight to the
Moon.

Jim Corman was born on October 20,
1920, in Galena, Kansas. In 1933, after
his father died, he and his mother
moved to the Los Angeles area.

During World War II, Congressman
Corman served in the Marines. After
the war, he worked his way through
UCLA and USC Law School. He began
his public career in 1957 when he was
elected to serve on the Los Angeles
City Council.

In 1961, he was elected to Congress
and was named to the Committee on
the Judiciary. In addition, he served on
the House Committee on Ways and
Means.

Congressman Corman was named by
President Johnson as one of the 10 peo-
ple named to the National Advisory
Commission on Civil Disorders, for-
merly known as the Kerner Commis-
sion. During his tenure on the commis-
sion, he was optimistic about finding
the causes and developing solutions for
racism in America.

In 1968, he became President John-
son’s point man on welfare reform.
Having been close to poverty as he was
growing up, Corman displayed a par-
ticular energy and devotion to solving
welfare problems.
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During his 20 years of service, his
concern for senior citizens and the
poorest members of our society became
his trademark and part of his legacy.
Jim Corman saw the fruition of his ef-
forts in the enactment of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, which he considered

the greatest accomplishment of his po-
litical career. Jim was well liked, a
hard worker, a first-rate legislator. It
is fitting and proper to honor Congress-
man James Corman with this designa-
tion.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBER-
STAR), the ranking member of the full
committee.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I
thank our ranking member for yielding
me this time and compliment the gen-
tleman from Illinois on managing his
first two bills as our new ranking mem-
ber of the Subcommittee on Economic
Development, Public Buildings and
Emergency Management and our new
chairman, the gentleman from Ohio, on
his new and fitting chairmanship which
I know he will discharge with great dis-
tinction as he has always done in all of
his service in the Congress.

It is really with a full heart that I
come to the floor with this legislation
to name the Federal building for Jim
Corman.

Congressman Corman was my friend
and in a way a mentor on decency and
civility and dignity from the time I
began my service in the House as a
member of the staff of my predecessor,
John Blatnik, with whom Jim Corman
was very close. And through work on
the Democratic Study Group, through
work on civil rights, especially the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which largely
was shaped in the office of John
Blatnik, who with the then Kennedy
administration staffers and Justice De-
partment, Jim Corman was a solid,
unyielding, unbending voice for the
strongest possible language and the
most comprehensive framing of that
legislation to address the wrongs of our
society.

Jim Corman was born in poverty,
raised without a father, whom he lost
while Jim was still very young, his fa-
ther also young, and resolved to over-
come poverty and distress. He like so
many of his generation served volun-
tarily in World War II as a member of
the United States Marine Corps. He
came out battle hardened, tough, but
still filled with compassion for the
greatest needs in society. He con-
stantly referred to those memories
while speaking on legislation consid-
ered in this Chamber known as the
Great Society programs for which he
was a passionate advocate. His service
on what was popularly known as the
Kerner Commission, the National Advi-
sory Commission on Civil Disorders,
was along with his advocacy of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 surely one of
the highlights of his career. He em-
bodied civility, decency, dignity of
bearing, respect for the institution, ap-
preciation for the traditions of the
House and for the civility that is nec-
essary in floor debate. He was the very
model of decorum.

But it is also fitting that at this time
we take up the naming of a public
building and Federal building in his
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memory that we do so at a time when
election reform is at the forefront of
everyone’s agenda. Jim Corman, I
think, had only one regret about public
service, and that was that the election
was called too early. Television reports
from exit polls on the East Coast were
flashed across the country to Cali-
fornia. President Carter’s own early
concession caused people standing in
line, waiting to vote, to turn around
and leave. And Jim Corman always felt
and I think studies later confirmed
that those were largely votes that
would have returned him to office.

As we designate this Federal build-
ing, let us also redouble our efforts at
election reform to cure the ills of the
past as Jim Corman worked so hard to
cure the ills of racial divide and divi-
siveness in America, to restore dignity
to the election process as he worked so
hard to restore dignity to African
Americans and to others who were ne-
glected and left aside in the prosperity
of our great country. I urge the adop-
tion of this legislation.

To his devoted wife, Nancy, their two sons,
Adam and Brian, I offer my profound sym-
pathy as well as my congratulations on the
designation of the James C. Corman Federal
Building.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California (Mr. BER-
MAN), the sponsor of this legislation.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time, and I thank the committee for so
quickly allowing this legislation to be
discharged and brought to the floor. I
introduced this legislation to honor the
memory of James C. Corman, our
former colleague, who passed away last
January. Jim dedicated a quarter of his
life to this institution and he made his
mark here in many ways, on issues
great and small.

He was first elected to Congress in
1960, where he served on the committee
on which I now serve, the Committee
on the Judiciary, through 1968. I think
for any young person just getting in-
terested in government, public affairs
and politics at that time, probably the
hallmark piece of legislation that
passed in those early 1960s was the fa-
mous Civil Rights Act of 1964. Jim as a
second-term Member of this body by
virtue of his deep and abiding commit-
ment to equal justice and to civil
rights and by virtue of his skill and
talent as a legislator became one of the
chief architects and the floor manager
for title VII of that act, that portion of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which pro-
hibited discrimination based on race,
creed, religion or gender in the employ-
ment practices of this country, private
sector as well as public.

In fact, Jim’s commitment to the
work of the Committee on the Judici-
ary caused him to call me soon after I
won election to a district which by vir-
tue of the vagaries of reapportionment
now has my district representing es-
sentially every part of what Jim rep-
resented during those 20 years. He

called me and urged me to seek mem-
bership on that committee because of
the great constitutional and civil
rights issues that were before the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

From 1968 to 1980, Jim moved from
the Committee on the Judiciary to the
Committee on Ways and Means, where
he worked diligently on many impor-
tant issues, taxes, trade, Social Secu-
rity and welfare reform. It was particu-
larly in the hard, nitty-gritty work,
work with very little reward, in the
area of welfare law and Social Security
law that Jim developed a new second
reputation for expertise and skill.
Jim’s abiding interest was to secure
justice and a better life for the less for-
tunate in our society. He was certainly
one of the most effective advocates
this body has ever had for senior citi-
zens and the poor.

He was always a courtly man, kind
and considerate, and he left a legacy of
integrity and honor and service to oth-
ers rarely matched in public life today,
or then. Politics was different in those
days. Now you have the slick TV com-
mercials and the specialized direct
mail and so much of it is a tactician’s
and strategist’s effort. Jim’s politics
was a very personal politics. He was
not interested in the latest and fan-
ciest political techniques. Perhaps that
helped to create the conditions by
which he finally lost that bitter elec-
tion of 1980. But everywhere I have
gone, and this is now 20 years since his
service to the San Fernando Valley
ended in this Congress, people always
ask me, ‘‘How is Jim doing?’’ ‘‘Boy, I
loved Jim Corman.’’ ‘‘Jim Corman’s of-
fice did this for me.’’ ‘‘Jim Corman was
always there when we needed him.’’ ‘‘I
remember Jim Corman cleaning, wash-
ing, hosing off the street in front of his
district office every weekend.’’

Jim had a special commitment on a
human level and on a person-to-person
level to the constituents that he rep-
resented. One of the very valuable
things for the San Fernando Valley
area of Los Angeles that Jim did was
to get the funds to build the Federal
building, the first Federal building in
the San Fernando Valley, and it is only
fitting that this building be named
after him. I have been blessed to have
the opportunity to know and to learn
from and to be inspired by Jim
Corman. My memories of him will al-
ways be a great joy to me. I thank this
body for bringing so quickly at the
early part of this session this legisla-
tion to honor him to the floor.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California (Mr. MAT-
SUI), who is a cosponsor of the legisla-
tion.

Mr. MATSUI. I thank the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. COSTELLO) for yield-
ing me this time.

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues before
me, the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. BERMAN), have
said, we have all been inspired by Jim

Corman. I was a freshman Member in
1979, when Jim actually was serving his
last term in office and he and his wife
Nancy opened their hearts up to the
freshman Members and hosted us at
their home and made sure that we were
comfortable and really understood this
town. I have to say that my relation-
ship with him, my wife Doris’ relation-
ship with Nancy, was one of the finest
that we have had in our years in Wash-
ington, D.C. Jim had two children from
his first marriage, Mary Anne and
Chuck Corman, had two sons with his
wife Nancy, Adam and Brian, who are
now, one is in college and the other one
is, I believe, in high school.

From a professional level, I just want
to tell one anecdote about Jim
Corman, and I guess it says a lot about
him as a person and as a human being.
In 1980, when he was up for reelection,
he knew he was going to have a very,
very difficult race because the anti-
busing leader in the San Fernando Val-
ley which he represented decided to run
against him for Congress in the Repub-
lican Party. Jim had always been an
advocate of allowing busing to occur.
There was a constitutional amendment
on the floor of the House, I believe it
was in the spring of 1980, some months
before the general election. Many of us
new Members, who perhaps were a lit-
tle more attuned to our congressional
districts, went to Jim and said, ‘‘Jim,
vote in favor of this constitutional
amendment. You can take this. This is
not a big deal. Why should you stick
your neck out?’’

Jim thought about it for a minute
while he was looking at the three or
four of us that were talking to him on
the floor of the House, and he said, ‘‘I
feel very strongly that everyone should
have equal opportunities in school.’’
You may agree or disagree with the
concept of busing that was going on in
the sixties, seventies and eighties. Jim
Corman happened to believe that bus-
ing was a tool to use in order to make
sure that we had diversity obviously in
our communities and in our Nation.

He said that he could not work
against his beliefs for political pur-
poses, and he took that hard vote and
a press conference was held against
him. He went out later and talked to
the press and defended his position in a
way that was very, very strong, very,
very sensitive. I would say that many
Members at that time perhaps would
have capitulated and basically have
said, yeah, why not just take a pass on
this one here.

Jim Corman lost that election, part-
ly because President Carter had an-
nounced the election was over and con-
ceded defeat very early, it was 5
o’clock in California, but also because
he was a principled individual. Many of
us over the years, the next 20 years of
his life, talked to him about that vote
and his legacy. He said, ‘‘You know,
that was the hardest vote but it was
the finest vote I ever had in this insti-
tution.’’ I have to say that if all of us
would act as Jim Corman acts, this
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country and this institution would be a
better place.
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Let me just conclude by making one
other observation, Mr. Speaker. From
a personal level, Corman was really one
of the finest gentlemen that I have
ever had the opportunity to meet.
When he passed away and his obituary
appeared in the Los Angeles Times, be-
fore I had a chance to call my son
Brian, my son called me when he saw
the obituary and he said, I saw that
Mr. Corman passed away. Brian was 6
or 7 years old when Jim was still a
Member of the House. And he said,
Dad, I cannot tell you how much Mr.
Corman means to me or meant to me.

Jim loved children. Jim would spend
hours and hours with children of the
Members of Congress, and I have to say
that Jim Corman’s legacy will be this
post office but his legacy also will be
the many, many Americans who will be
thinking about him as long as they
live.

I cannot think of a greater tribute
than to name a post office after Jim
Corman and to pay tribute to him on
the floor of this institution.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I wish today to
support H.R. 621, designating the James C.
Corman Federal Building.

Jim Corman was a true statesman who
served his constituents in California, and in-
deed, the people of the United States, with
great distinction. Jim cared passionately for
the poor and worked to see that their interests
were heard in Washington. He was one of the
great leaders in the Congress seeking health
insurance for all and he worked hard to enact
a decent, humane social policy for the dis-
advantaged.

Jim rejected the voices in Congress who
seek to help those already blessed with wealth
while neglecting those who cannot put food on
their tables. ‘‘I don’t think there is anything up-
lifting about hunger,’’ he once said. Jim was a
tireless advocate for the uninsured and he
passed on his sense of passion to his col-
leagues, including me. When I was first as-
signed to the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee, Jim taught me ‘‘how things were
done.’’ I am grateful to have served with Jim
Corman and I know his constituents were
grateful for his service.

Naming this Federal building after Jim
Corman is a proper tribute to a man who dedi-
cated his life to public service. Jim will be best
remembered, however, for his tireless work on
behalf of those who are less fortunate.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I urge
passage of this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 621.

The question was taken.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 558 and H.R. 621.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
f

HONORING NATIONAL INSTITUTE
OF STANDARDS AND TECH-
NOLOGY AND ITS EMPLOYEES
FOR 100 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
NATION

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 27)
honoring the National Institute of
Standards and Technology and its em-
ployees for 100 years of service to the
Nation.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 27

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology was founded on March
3, 1901, originally as the National Bureau of
Standards, and is our Nation’s oldest Federal
laboratory;

Whereas, prior to formal establishment in
1901, the National Institute of Standards and
Technology’s mission was first stated in the
Articles of Confederation and the Constitu-
tion of these United States, and is as old as
the Republic itself;

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology strengthens the United
States economy and improves the quality of
life by working with industry to develop and
apply technology, measurements, and stand-
ards;

Whereas in the past 100 years, the National
Institute of Standards and Technology has
helped to maintain United States technology
at the leading edge, while also making solid
contributions to our economy and inter-
national competitiveness;

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology has served as a behind-
the-scenes specialist, with its research,
measurement tools, and technical services
integrated deeply into many of the systems
and operations that, collectively, drive the
economy, including manufacturing cells, sat-
ellite systems, communication and transpor-
tation networks, laboratories, factories, hos-
pitals, businesses, and the extended enter-
prises of the new economy;

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology has also made solid
contributions to improving our lives by help-
ing develop image processing, DNA diag-
nostic ‘‘chips’’, smoke detectors, automated
error correcting software for machine tools,
atomic clocks, X-ray standards for mammog-
raphy, scanning tunneling microscopy, pollu-
tion control technology, and high-speed den-
tal drills;

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology plays a major role in

the National Conference on Weights and
Measures, the organization of State and
local officials who ensure fairness in sales of
more than $4,000,000,000,000 worth of goods
and services—from deli meats to gasoline to
railroad freight;

Whereas National Institute of Standards
and Technology research has additionally
provided a broad and varied stream of bene-
fits, such as decreases in train derailments
as a result of standards ensuring the quality
of steel, smoother riding, lower maintenance
automobiles as a result of technology that
improves the fit of assembled parts, and re-
ductions in sulfur dioxide emissions as a re-
sult of improved measurements in the oil in-
dustry;

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology has been a leader in
helping small manufacturing companies in
all 50 States to modernize and prepare for
the 21st Century;

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, through its Malcolm
Baldrige National Quality Program, has
helped define best practices in business, in
education, and in health care, and has helped
leading companies become even more com-
petitive;

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology employs about 3,300
people, and operates primarily in 2 locations,
Gaithersburg, Maryland, and Boulder, Colo-
rado, with some of our Nation’s finest and
most dedicated Federal scientists, including
Nobel Prize winners;

Whereas the lack of laboratory space led to
the establishment of a cryogenic engineering
laboratory and radio facilities on land do-
nated by citizens of Boulder, Colorado, in
1950, and the eventual partnership with the
University of Colorado of the Joint Institute
for Laboratory Astrophysics;

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology is poised to embark on
its second century with 2 new state-of-the-
art laboratories, the Advanced Chemical
Sciences Laboratory and the Advanced Meas-
urement Laboratory at its Gaithersburg,
Maryland, headquarters, to fulfill its mis-
sion; and

Whereas the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology is committed to build-
ing the advanced science and technology in-
frastructure needed to ensure future pros-
perity and the global competitiveness of
United States industry in the 21st century
and beyond: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) recognizes the historical significance of
the centennial of the founding of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology;

(2) acknowledges 100 years of achievement
and service by the National Bureau of Stand-
ards and the National Institute of Standards
and Technology to the United States; and

(3) reaffirms its commitment to support
during the next 100 years the research, tech-
nological advancements, and discoveries
made at the National Institute of Standards
and Technology, a crown jewel in the Fed-
eral Government.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA) and the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. UDALL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within

VerDate 23-FEB-2001 00:23 Mar 01, 2001 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28FE7.022 pfrm01 PsN: H28PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-20T19:47:20-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




