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North Texas in Denton, where he
played quarterback for the football
team and earned his degree in 1973.
From there, he attended Dallas Semi-
nary.

Tom has been pastoring at Denton
Bible Church for 23 years. With over
4,000 members, Denton Bible Church is
the largest church in Denton. Beside
the four services he leads each Sunday,
Tom disciples over 30 young men and
teaches two men’s bible studies.

In addition, Tom has served as a na-
tional speaker for the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, Campus Crusade for
Christ, and Navigators. He is the au-
thor of two books and three video se-
ries. His taped messages have been
heard throughout the world. Tom and
his wife Teresa have two sons, Ben-
jamin and John Clark.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, it is my
privilege to welcome Tom Nelson to
the Congress of the United States. I
would like to thank him for his leader-
ship in the community of Denton and
express my appreciation for his leading
the House today in prayer.

f

SUPPORT FLETCHER-PETERSON
BALANCED PATIENTS’ BILL OF
RIGHTS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to express my strong support for a
meaningful and responsible Patients’
Bill of Rights recently introduced by
my colleagues and friends, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. FLETCHER)
and the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. PETERSON).

We have been debating this issue for
years, and it is time to give Americans
what they need and what they deserve.
This bill ensures that Americans will
have access to medical care, including
pediatric services, OB–GYN, specialists
and emergency care. It further provides
accountability by assuring those who
make medical decisions which result in
an injury are held responsible for their
actions.

And this bill assures Americans can
count on affordable health care. After
all, what good is a Patients’ Bill of
Rights if millions of more Americans
are unable to afford health care?

I call upon everyone in this Chamber
to support the Fletcher-Peterson bill.
It is a balanced Patients’ Bill of
Rights, which ensures that medical de-
cisions are made by doctors and pa-
tients, and not by HMO gatekeepers or
lawyers.

f

APPROVE FEDERAL FUNDING OF
STEM CELL RESEARCH

(Ms. ESHOO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I was re-
cently visited in my office here in

Washington by two of my young con-
stituents, Mary Lucas, 9 years old, and
Kelsey Kagle, 15. They both have juve-
nile diabetes.

Mary Lucas, the 9-year-old, said
something to me that has remained
with me and I think always will. She
told me that if we found a vaccine or a
cure for diabetes, and if there was not
enough for everyone, she would give up
her share to someone who needed it
more than her. Her unselfish words, I
think, are instructive to us.

How will we cure juvenile diabetes?
One promising method is by investing
in stem cell research, which has the po-
tential to cure diseases that afflict
tens of millions of Americans today,
diseases like cancer, Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson’s.

According to a recent article in the
New York Times, a study by the NIH
sites the dazzling array of treatments
that may result from research on both
embryonic and adult stem cells. The
report makes clear that embryonic
stem cells are clearly superior to adult
stem cells for stem cell research.

Most Americans understand that
stem cell research is not about destroy-
ing lives, but prolonging and bringing
quality to and curing American lives
today. So let us get this out of political
science and keep it in the hands of the
real scientists that understand this,
and let us take a giant step, Mr. Presi-
dent, and allow Federal funding for
stem cell research.

f

WALK FAR FOR NATIONAL
ALLIANCE FOR AUTISM RESEARCH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
these posters portray two beautiful,
happy children, Bonnie and Willis
Flick. What these pictures do not por-
tray is that Bonnie and Willis cannot
effectively communicate with their
parents or their playmates because
they live with autism.

In recent years autism has risen dra-
matically across our Nation, and al-
though it typically affects 1 in every
500 children, in my hometown of
Miami-Dade County, the rate of autism
in young children has jumped to about
1 in every 250.

On Saturday, November 3, I will par-
ticipate in Walk Far for NAAR, the Na-
tional Alliance for Autism Research.
This will raise funds for research
projects and fellowships to fight this
devastating disorder.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the chair of this year’s
walkathon, Patricia Cambo, and the
co-chairs, Rene Vega and Dr. Michael
Alessandri, as well as last year’s co-
chairs, Michelle Cruz and Marie Ilene
Whitehurst.

Due to the success of Walk Far, the
National Alliance for Autism Research
more than doubled its level of funding
for this year, and we hold promise that

a cure for autism is just around the
bend for Bonnie and Willis Flick and
many other children with autism.

f

SUPPORT USE OF FEDERAL
FUNDS FOR STEM CELL RE-
SEARCH

(Ms. DEGETTE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, why
should we use Federal money for em-
bryonic stem cell research? While it is
a difficult medical-ethical decision to
make sure we put controls in place,
embryonic stem cell research promises
new breakthroughs in science that will
help literally tens of millions of Ameri-
cans.

There are three reasons why we need
to make sure this research is federally
funded and federally supervised.

First, medical breakthroughs of un-
derestimated value are available
through funding of this research. A
large body of successful work with
mouse embryonic stem cells shows
these cells are superior to adult stem
cells in the development of what may
be cures for diabetes, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, Alzheimer’s and other chronic
diseases.

Second, Federal funding provide nec-
essary oversight of stem cell research.
This is the new frontier, and we need to
make sure we keep control of it.

Finally, America has the greatest
health, medical and science commu-
nity in the world. Federal funding will
help U.S. scientists keep pace with
international researchers. We need to
find the cure for diabetes, we need to
find the cure for Parkinson’s, for Alz-
heimer’s and so many other diseases.
Let us keep this research going.

f

FUND ADULT STEM CELL
RESEARCH GENEROUSLY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, we must
have stem cell research. Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s and diabetes, these are all
very serious diseases that have no
cures. But our research must be eth-
ical. Adult stem cell research holds the
most promise for finding cures.

We should fund adult stem cell re-
search, and fund it generously, but not
embryonic stem cell research. Creating
human embryos for research, experi-
mentation, harvesting and destruction
is not ethical. Killing one human life,
even though very tiny, on the off
chance of maybe one day saving an-
other, is not ethical, moral, and, I
should add, even legal to do with tax-
payer money.

Since 1996, our laws ban government
funding of research that involves kill-
ing human embryos. We should keep
that ban. Now we have a study that
shows that embryonic stem cells may

VerDate 12-JUL-2001 01:35 Jul 12, 2001 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11JY7.003 pfrm02 PsN: H11PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3869July 11, 2001
be too unstable to be of much use any-
way, unless they are produced in huge
numbers. But there is no such evidence
that adult stem cells are unstable.

Adult stem cell research holds great
promise. Adult stem cell research
promises to help us find cures to dis-
eases that have plagued mankind for
centuries. Let us fund adult stem cell
research, and fund it generously.

f

CHINA DOES NOT DESERVE TO
HOST 2008 OLYMPIC GAMES

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, China
has executed 1,781 citizens in the last 90
days. That is more executions than the
entire world performed over the last 3
years. China is now even executing
citizens for pimping and prostitution.
It is getting so bad that Chinese citi-
zens, Chinese lovers, in fact, are afraid
to kiss in public. Meanwhile, China
says it is necessary to ensure ‘‘social
stability.’’

Now, if that is not enough to power
surge your electric chair, China is in
line to host the 2008 Olympic games.

Beam me up. The Olympic games are
designed to be a celebration of life, not
death. China does not deserve to host
these games.

I yield back the human rights abuses,
the death and dying at the hand of
Communist Chinese dictators.

f

b 1015

GOVERNMENT SPENDING CAUSES
DEFICIT SPENDING

(Mr. BRADY of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Washington is out of touch with the
real world again. Tax relief does not
cause deficit spending, as we hear;
spending causes deficit spending.

Washington spends every dime we
send up here. That is the reason why
this Congress stopped deficit spending
in America. That is why this Congress
stopped 40 years of dipping into the So-
cial Security and Medicare Trust
Funds, and that is why this Congress
has started to pay down a good amount
of the national public debt. Mr. Speak-
er, make no mistake. The very reason
we sent money back home to the peo-
ple is because we will spend every dime
of it.

Look what we spend. Let us talk
about the outhouse, the $1 million,
two-seater outhouse that our National
Parks and Wildlife built a year ago.
Let us talk about the salmon. We spend
$5 billion a year helping salmon swim
upstream to their spawning grounds.
We could put each fish in a first-class
ticket seat and fly them to the top of
the river each year and still save
money. We have enough dollars for the

priorities of America. What we do not
have is enough for the priorities of sil-
liness. Tax relief does not cause deficit
spending, spending causes deficit
spending.

f

STEM CELL RESEARCH IS PRO–
LIFE

(Ms. HARMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge strong support in Con-
gress and the administration for a vital
field of medical research. Federal fund-
ing for embryonic stem cell research
should not be caught up in the abortion
debate. As many antichoice proponents
have courageously noted, stem cell re-
search is pro-life. It will save lives, not
take them.

Let me review what we know about
stem cell research.

First, research using embryonic stem
cells is helping us understand and treat
not just Parkinson’s disease, spinal
cord injuries, and Alzheimer’s, but pos-
sibly heart disease, arthritis and can-
cer.

Second, stem cell research is going
on today and should be subject to Fed-
eral guidelines. Research of the type
described in the lead story in today’s
Washington Post is not permitted
under NIH’s ethical standards.

Third, adult stem cells are not able
to develop into as many kinds of tissue
as embryonic cells.

Fourth, the embryos used in stem
cell research would otherwise be de-
stroyed by fertility clinics.

Mr. Speaker, if the embryos used in
this research are simply discarded, we
discard with them the hope of patients
across the country and the promise of
a new generation of medical cures.

f

HYDROPOWER FOR CLEAN AND
SAFE ENERGY

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, we in
the House will be marking up an en-
ergy policy this week, and part of this
policy will include hydropower. Hydro-
power provides a clean and safe source
of energy. Hydropower is the fourth
largest source of total generation,
making it an important part of Amer-
ica’s energy supply mix. In addition to
providing sustainable power at a low
cost, hydropower production has sig-
nificant environmental benefits. Hy-
dropower production has no emissions.
Every kilowatt of power that is pro-
duced from hydropower reduces the
need to burn oil and coal to produce
the same amount of energy.

I am pleased that the Republican en-
ergy package will include elements to
assure that we maximize the potential
of our existing hydropower facilities.
While we work to implement policies

and strategies to conserve energy, we
must also work to increase energy sup-
ply to keep pace with growing demand.
Mr. Speaker, I believe that maximizing
the benefits of our hydropower re-
sources is an important part of meet-
ing that challenge.

f

CHOOSING TO BE RELEVANT TO
SCIENCE

(Mr. WU asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, stem cell re-
search offers the prospect for cures for
diseases such as diabetes, Alzheimer’s,
and Parkinson’s disease. It is a devel-
opment of such great historic signifi-
cance that I want to hearken back to
another era when science was under
threat from a theocracy.

About 400 years ago, Galileo Galilee
was forced to recant the evidence of his
eyes that the moons and the planets re-
volved around each other rather than
all of them revolving around the Earth,
as the church then insisted that we all
believe. But even as the theocracy
forced Galileo to recant his views, he
was heard to mutter, ‘‘But the planets
do move.’’

Mr. Speaker, just as the planets
move, stem cell research will go for-
ward. The only question is whether it
goes forward in this country or in for-
eign countries; with government sup-
port or without government support;
subject to NIH guidelines or subject to
no ethical guidelines whatsoever.

Our choice here is not about stem
cell research or not. Just as no theoc-
racy can prevent the planets from mov-
ing, no theocracy can prevent stem cell
research from going on. The only
choice is whether we choose to be rel-
evant to science.

f

AMERICA IS A NATION OF THE
PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, AND
FOR THE PEOPLE

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, do my colleagues know what?
Our taxes were lowered on July 1. That
means we will take home more of our
own money. We can thank President
Bush for that.

When I was home in Texas over July
4, I met Kris and Melissa Kelly who are
constituents of mine, and I asked
them, what are you going to do with
that tax refund? They said they are
going to put a down payment on a
brand-new minivan for their family. Is
that not what America is all about?

Instead of allowing the Federal Gov-
ernment to keep our hard-earned
money, creating new and expensive
government programs, we gave the peo-
ple their own money back so they can
buy the things they need.

So I salute President Bush for all he
has done for the hard-working people of
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