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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, who desires us to receive
Your word, be with us today, here in
Congress and across this great Nation.
Fill us with Your Holy Spirit, that
with diversity and creative willingness
we may find ways to express deep
human concerns and yet uncover true
wisdom. Thereby, You will guide us in
important decisions and impact our fu-
ture.

May our native differences and his-
torical experiences provide us with in-
sight and an inner freedom so that we
discover new avenues to reach con-
sensus and realize Your power at work
in each of us.

Grant freedom of speech to peoples
everywhere that the cacophony of
voices may give You glory and bring
all to a deeper understanding that in
You we are already one, You the one
who was, who is, and who will be the
same now and forever. Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, T demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. TANCREDO led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

A MAJOR VICTORY FOR THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased here this morning to announce
that the Republicans in Congress have
passed legislation which President
Bush has signed into law to provide all
taxpayers some money, an immediate
tax rebate check.

Because Republicans believe that
surplus tax dollars are better spent by
the American people than the Wash-
ington bureaucrats up here, you will
all be receiving a rebate check in the
next few weeks: $600 for married cou-
ples, $500 for head of households, and
$300 for single taxpayers.

Now, this is real money. It is money
taken out of Washington put into the
hands of families who need it and de-
serve it. After all, it is their money.

The Treasury Department will start
sending letters out to every taxpayer
in America explaining when you will
receive your tax rebate check and how
much you will receive. You can go on
the Internet and find out. If you want
to, you can call my office and we will
give you the Internet site.

Rebate checks will be mailed over a
10-week period at a rate of 10 million

checks per week starting in July. Tax-
payers will receive their check accord-
ing to their Social Security number.
Mr. Speaker, it is their money. The
taxpayers should be the ones spending
it on car payments, mortgage, saving
for college, school supplies and cloth-
ing for their children, a new washer, a
dryer, on energy bills and gasoline.

————

CHINA SHIPPING WEAPONS TO
CUBA

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
State Department now admits that
China and Cuba have signed a military
agreement, and China is shipping weap-
ons into Cuba. But the State Depart-
ment said, and I quote, ‘‘we are not
sure if those weapons are lethal’’. Un-
believable. Every American Kknows
those are not 4th of July fireworks that
China is shipping to Cuba, Mr. Speaker.

Think about it. China is now selling
weapons to Cuba. Castro hates Amer-
ica. Cuba is 90 miles away from Amer-
ica. Beam me up. What is next? A Chi-
nese missile 90 miles away from the
United States of America. I yield back
the next bay of dragons in America’s
history.

——
RECOGNIZING POQUOSON HIGH
SCHOOL
(Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of
a group of students from Virginia’s
First District who recently set inter-
national standards in demonstration of
their creative problem-solving skills.

Earlier this month, representatives
from Poquoson High School joined with
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fellow students from around the globe
to compete for international prestige
in a contest of ingenuity.

In exercising their talents, these Vir-
ginia students not only captured a first
place world ranking, but also set a
world record through their success at
the Odyssey of the Mind’s World Com-

petition.
In their rise to confront challenge,
Mr. Speaker, these students dem-

onstrated their ability to think criti-
cally, to work cooperatively, and to
overcome obstacles. Their vigor and
success distinguishes our education
system in its ability to cultivate the
talents of our youth.

In this, it is my desire that these ac-
complishments of these students be
recognized and thus be a testament to
the positive role of education in pre-
paring students as emerging leaders.

——

INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT
ACCOUNTS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today,
along with 34 cosponsors, I am reintro-
ducing the bill to establish Individual
Development Accounts on a national
level. They already exist in several
States, including Pennsylvania.

IDAs allow working poor families to
save and invest and receive matching
contributions from their financial in-
stitutions. They can be withdrawn and
used only to buy a home, start a small
business, or get higher education. Fi-
nally, after decades of government-
funded poverty, we are encouraging
poor and working poor Americans to
provide for themselves and plan for
their futures.

Just like welfare reform, this pro-
gram will help those who need help,
but IDAs will help people help them-
selves. Imagine the pride of a new in-
vestor who has saved enough to go into
business for himself or the joy of put-
ting a down payment on a house one
thought one would never be able to af-
ford or opportunities made possible by
a college diploma.

IDAs are a good idea for this country.
They are part of the President’s com-
munity renewal plan. I encourage my
colleagues to join me in making them
a reality.

———————

ENCOURAGING LTV STEEL AND
THE UNION TO GO BACK TO THE
TABLE

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday in the City of Youngstown,
LTV Steel filed in the bankruptcy
court a request to be relieved from its
union contract in order to continue its
process of reorganization.

Over the past 6 months in conjunc-
tion with Federal officials, including

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

yourself, 1local officials, counties,
State, we have been trying to work
with LTV to help them through this
bankruptcy. I would encourage LTV
corporate officials and the unions to go
back to the table.

We know that we are in a difficult
time right now, but it is very impor-
tant that we do not lose 5,000 jobs in
the City of Cleveland that would im-
pact 40,000 jobs throughout our area.

LTV, back to the table. The union is
ready to work. Let us resolve this issue
for the people of the City of Cleveland.

————
LA LIGA CONTRA EL CANCER
PROUDLY SERVES FLORIDA
COMMUNITIES

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
the League Against Cancer or La Liga
Contra el Cancer, as it is more com-
monly known in my congressional dis-
trict, recently raised over $3 million
for cancer patients during its 25th an-
nual telethon.

Florida ranks second in the incidence
of cancer, as one in every two men and
one of every two women are diagnosed
over a life-span.

La Liga never turns away cancer pa-
tients, and I wish to commend its
president, Dr. George Suarez and its
VP, Brenda Moreira, and the hundreds
of volunteers and sponsors who give
hope to thousands of Florida’s victims
of cancer.

Low-income and uninsured cancer pa-
tients come to the League for life-sav-
ing treatment. Over 300 Miami-Dade
board-certified doctors and hundreds of
community members volunteer their
time and skills and work tirelessly to
help cancer victims.

Last year, with the budget deficit, La
Liga provided life-saving services to al-
most 4,000 patients, all of whom were
legal residents of Florida. We thank La
Liga Contra el Cancer for its proud
record of service to our community.

————————

STOP GOUGING PEOPLE IN
CALIFORNIA

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, it is not bad enough that
the energy wholesalers selling energy
into California have been able to con-
tinue to gouge the California con-
sumer, California families and small
businesses, but now we see that the en-
ergy companies have joined with the
White House, joined with the Repub-
licans in Congress to launch a cam-
paign that, according to CNN, may
spend upwards to $560 million by the en-
ergy companies to convince Califor-
nians that price caps on wholesale en-
ergy costs would be bad for them.

The suggestion is that somehow the
price gouging that is going on now in
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California and in the western United
States is good for consumers. Yet, we
see that, in California, more and more
households are unable to pay their en-
ergy bills. More and more small busi-
nesses are at risk or have already gone
out of business because of energy costs.
We are starting to see individuals
make decisions about locating busi-
nesses in California.

The White House and its buddies in
the energy business ought to stay out
of this. What they ought to do is stop
gouging the people in California.

———

THE CHECK IS IN THE MAIL

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, there is
a couple of old sayings around. One is
that the check is in the mail and, two,
I am from the Federal Government and
help is on the way.

Well, Mr. Speaker, I am happy to an-
nounce to my fellow hard-working Ne-
vadans that their check, their rebate
check is truly in the mail. Nevadans
can expect to see over $292 million in
tax relief arriving in their mailboxes
this summer. Now, that is real help.
This equates to an average tax rebate
check of over $420 for every hard-work-
ing taxpayer in the silver State.

It is about time. The people of Ne-
vada and our great country have been
paying far too much in taxes for far too
long. Thanks to this bipartisan tax re-
lief bill passed by this Congress and
signed into law by President Bush, sin-
gle taxpayers can expect tax rebates of
up to $300 and married tax filers can
expect up to $600 in tax relief.

This money can go toward paying the
mortgage, a car loan, or a new washing
machine or even gasoline for one’s car.
These tax rebate checks are just the
beginning. Americans can expect addi-
tional tax relief over the next 10 years.
Mr. Speaker, this time Nevadans can
be assured that their check their over-
payment in taxes is in the mail.

—
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THANKS TO PRESIDENT BUSH FOR
TAX REBATES

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I am glad he talked about tax
relief, because that is what I want to
emphasize, too.

Thanks to President George W. Bush,
for those who paid taxes for the year
2000, the check is in the mail. Tax-
payers are likely to receive a $300
check in the mail if they are single, a
$500 check if they are a single parent,
and a $600 check if they are married.
No one has to even fill out forms, or
file anything. They just have to check
their mailbox this summer.
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