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I am appointing Mr. John Mica of Florida

to be my designee as provided for in Public
Law 100–696 Section 801 (40 USC para 188a
(c)).

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
VERNON J. EHLERS,

Chairman, Joint Committee on the Library.

f

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
UNITED STATES CAPITOL PRES-
ERVATION COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection and pursuant to Section
801(b) of Public Law 100–696, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Members of the House
to the United States Capitol Preserva-
tion Commission:

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina;
Mr. LATOURETTE of Ohio.
There was no objection.

f

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG
BENEFIT NEEDED

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, Congress
needs to adopt a Medicare prescription
drug benefit, rather than making false
promises to American seniors.

The Republican plan will not guar-
antee affordable prescription drug cov-
erage for our seniors. The Republican
plan takes its first step toward
privatizing Medicare, forcing seniors to
deal with private insurance companies.

Those of us can remember what hap-
pened in California when they said that
we would have plenty of energy. We de-
regulated, and yet we do not have the
energy, yet the prices continued to go
up.

We do not want prices to go up for a
lot of our seniors. More than one-third
of the 35 million Medicare beneficiaries
currently have no prescription drug in-
surance coverage.

I did a study in my district that
shows that seniors are being impover-
ished by drug prices. San Bernardino
seniors pay an average of 90 percent
more than seniors in Canada and Mex-
ico.

Individuals should not be sacrificing
their fixed income for the sake of pro-
tecting themselves instead of spending
it on leisure or other items. What they
have to do now is budget themselves. It
becomes very difficult, and yet they do
not want to continue to suffer.

I plan to have a press conference on
prescription drugs on June 18 at the
Rancho Cucamonga Senior Citizens
Center from 8 a.m. to 12 noon to ad-
dress these needs.

I ask that we adopt affordable, vol-
untary, reliable Medicare prescription
drug coverage for all seniors. It is our
responsibility to protect them. It is
America’s responsibility to see that
they can all afford medical coverage.

WILLIAM HOLMES BROWN,
FORMER PARLIAMENTARIAN OF
HOUSE PASSES
(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I am
saddened today to announce to our col-
leagues the passing on May 27 of Wil-
liam Holmes Brown, who served as par-
liamentarian of the House from 1974 to
1994. He was 71 years of age. Not only
did I have the pleasure of working with
Bill Brown in the House, but I was also
privileged to be his Congressman. He
lived at Oakland Green Farm in Lin-
coln in Loudoun County, Virginia,
property which had been in the family
for more than eight generations.

Bill began his service in the Parlia-
mentarian’s Office in 1958 when he was
appointed Assistant Parliamentarian
by Speaker Sam Rayburn. In 1974, he
was named to the position of Parlia-
mentarian by Speaker Carl Albert. He
succeeded the legendary Lewis Desch-
ler, with whom he had collaborated in
volumes of ‘‘Precedents of the House of
Representatives,’’ referred to in the
House as the Deschler-Brown Prece-
dents. During his years in the House,
he served under six Speakers. Besides
Speaker Sam Rayburn and Carl Albert,
he served under John McCormack, Tip
O’Neill, Jim Wright, and Tom Foley.
He retired from the House in 1994.

During his service in the House, he
worked to develop parliamentary
projects in newly emerging democratic
republics in Eastern Europe, partici-
pating in seminars and training pro-
grams for representatives of other na-
tional legislative bodies. After he re-
tired as Parliamentarian in 1994, he
worked for the Agency of International
Development on a parliamentary devel-
opment project in the Ukraine.

Members today can thank Bill Brown
and thank his staff, many here today,
for organizing the Office of the Parlia-
mentarian, moving it into the Com-
puter Age and making the House prece-
dents available online for all to access.

Bill was the ultimate professional
and dedicated public servant. He was
held in the highest regard by Members
on both sides of the aisle because his
work reflected his dedication to the
proposition that the rules of the House
should be applied and enforced without
political considerations.

Bill was born in Huntington, West
Virginia. He was a 1951 graduate of
Swarthmore College and received his
law degree from the University of Chi-
cago. He served on active duty in the
Navy from 1954 to 1957 and then served
in the Naval Reserve from 1954 to 1974,
retiring as a lieutenant commander.

He was director of the Conversations
at Oatlands organization and the
Loudoun Museum and a member of the
Catoctin Farmers Club and Goose
Creek Friends Meeting.

On behalf of the House, and on behalf
of Members on both sides of the aisle,

and on behalf of Members who served
here many, many years ago, Madam
Speaker, we send our deepest sym-
pathies to Bill’s wife of 30 years, Jean
Smith Brown, and their daughter, Sara
Holmes Brown.
RESIGNATION OF THE PARLIAMENTARIAN, THE

HONORABLE WM. HOLMES BROWN, AND AP-
POINTMENT OF THE HONORABLE CHARLES W.
JOHNSON AS PARLIAMENTARIAN

(HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—SEPTEMBER 20,
1994)

The SPEAKER laid before the House the
following communication from the Parlia-
mentarian of the House of Representatives,
which was read:

Hon. THOMAS S. FOLEY,
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington,

DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: In March of this year,

I completed my thirty-sixth year with the
House of Representatives. In July, I com-
pleted my twentieth year as Parliamen-
tarian.

In the past few months, circumstances,
both personal and professional, have focused
my attention on retirement. It has been a
difficult decision to reach, but I have con-
cluded that it’s time for a change.

The office which I have been privileged to
hold continues to be both challenging and re-
warding. It is fascinating to encounter—al-
most daily—fresh interpretations of rules
and bill language which require constant
evaluation of yesterday’s assumptions and
conclusions. The House changes from year to
year, with new Members and staff and cir-
cumstances always reshaping this institu-
tion; what does not change is the reservoir of
intellect and inventiveness which character-
izes those who work in the legislative branch
of our government. Daily interaction with
such talented people makes the congress a
uniquely fascinating place to work.

I could not have done this job without a lot
of help, without the love and support of my
family, who have learned to live with long
hours and erratic schedules; without the
teamwork at the rostrum and in all the sup-
port offices of the House; without the res-
ervoir of personal commitment and profes-
sional strength from my colleagues in the
Office. Among the deputy and the assistant
parliamentarians there is a wealth of experi-
ence and talent. Their accumulated service
totals over 80 years. Each is dedicated to the
proposition that the rules of this great insti-
tution should be applied and enforced with-
out political considerations. All are open to
Members and staff with respect to the rules
and precedents which govern and guide the
deliberations of the House and its commit-
tees. They are all exemplary public servants;
they can and will continue to carry out the
responsibilities of the Office in a manner
which reflects the best traditions of the
House. We share a lasting bond and I will
miss these friends whom I admire and care
for so deeply.

I owe a great debt of gratitude to all the
Speakers whom I have been fortunate to
know: Sam Rayburn, who first appointed me
as an assistant parliamentarian on the rec-
ommendation of my legendary predecessor
as Parliamentarian, Lewis Deschler; John
McCormack, who shared his anecdotes and
love of the House during long evening con-
versations in the Speaker’s Rooms; Carl Al-
bert, who had faith enough in my abilities to
appoint me as Parliamentarian during a very
tumultuous time in the history of the House
and has continued to be a valued mentor
since his retirement; Thomas P. ‘Tip’
O’Neill, whose good humor and warmth to-
ward me survived some parliamentary deci-
sions which he must have found vexing; Jim
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Wright, whose eloquence and courage are un-
flagging. Finally, Mr. Speaker, I must say
how much I have valued your friendship and
support. You have always been sensitive and
faithful to the distinctions between political
and parliamentary decisions and your gavel
has been both firm and impartial. The oppor-
tunities you have given me to interact with
other parliamentary institutions, particu-
larly with the newly emerging democratic
republics in eastern Europe, have revealed
new horizons which I hope to explore more
fully in the future. Programs to encourage
and foster parliamentary democracy in that
area of our world are of critical importance.
The House can be proud of the contribution
it is making to this effort and if I can be of
assistance in these endeavors I will be avail-
able to do so.

I must acknowledge the courtesies and co-
operation shown me by the distinguished Mi-
nority leader, Bob Michel. He has always
shown an appreciation of the role of our of-
fice and he and his staff have been of ines-
timable support. To have known so many of
his predecessors, such distinguished men as
Joe Martin, Charley Halleck, John Rhodes
and Gerald Ford, has been a rare privilege.
All of these Leaders have made the House a
better place and have left an indelible mark
on its history.

I will miss the many friendships with
Members that have formed over the years.
May I extend to them, through you, my ap-
preciation for their kindnesses.

With your concurrence, my termination as
Parliamentarian will be effective on Sep-
tember 15, 1994.

Very respectfully yours,
WM. HOLMES BROWN.

The SPEAKER. It is with great regret that
the Chair accepts the resignation of the dis-
tinguished Parliamentarian of the House
Wm. Holmes Brown.

Pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 297a,
the Chair announces that on September 16,
1994, he appointed Charles W. Johnson as
Parliamentarian of the House of Representa-
tives to succeed Wm. Holmes Brown, re-
signed.

A WARM FAREWELL TO WILLIAM H. BROWN,
PARLIAMENTARIAN

(HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—SEPTEMBER 20,
1994)

(Mr. MICHEL asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MICHEL. Mr. Speaker, I think the
news that was just announced here, that the
Parliamentarian of the House is going to re-
tire, comes as a sad note for many of us who
have known Bill through all of these years,
although I am happy that he is leaving in a
commensurate year with my own retire-
ment. He could not be leaving at a better
time, from that standpoint.

However, things have changed since I first
started in this House. At that time the Par-
liamentarian was Lou Deschler, referred to
by those who dared to call him ‘the Judge.’
He was a tough old bird. He would not talk
to staff, and he would hardly talk to Mem-
bers.

I remember one time I took him five dif-
ferent versions of an amendment prohibiting
food stamps for strikers and said, ‘Okay,
Judge, one of these has got to be in order.’
And you see, he had the only copy of all the
precedents of the House from 1936 on in his
office, and he had all the power.

Bill Brown has changed all that. He and his
staff have done a magnificent job in com-
piling and publishing those the Judge had
kept hidden. He has done an excellent job or-
ganizing the Office of the Parliamentarian
and helping the membership. Many of the

precedents are now ‘on-line’, available
through the House Information System.

Bill was born in West Virginia, receiving a
bachelor of science degree from Swarthmore
College in Pennsylvania in 1951. He received
his law degree from the University of Chi-
cago, out our way in Illinois, and served in
the Naval Reserve with active duty in the
Persian Gulf , returning as a lieutenant com-
mander in 1974.

Bill was first appointed Assistant Parlia-
mentarian by Speaker Sam Rayburn, and
then became Parliamentarian in 1974 under
Speaker Albert, and has served under six
Speakers of the House.

Bill has been a great Parliamentarian, but
most do not realize that he is also a farmer.
He lives in a 200-year-old home on the Oak-
land Green Farm, has expanded the log cabin
with a stone addition, and later a brick addi-
tion. Bill, I am not sure about the aluminum
siding you and your lovely wife Jean have
now added.

The Browns do have one daughter, Sarah,
who is currently studying in Kenya.

Being a farmer and a Parliamentarian in-
volves a lot of work. He is often late coming
in, as he has been birthing calves, or on
snowy days he has had to drive his tractor to
a main road to get a ride. You cannot miss
his car in the Rayburn garage, as it looks
like he keeps it in the chicken coop all
night.

Bill, we are sorely going to miss you, and
can imagine your reciting precedents to your
cows as the Congress continues writing new
ones. I believe we will still use your exper-
tise in attempting to finalize the publishing
of the Deschler-Brown precedents, which I
will always consider the ‘Brown volumes.’

Taking Bill’s place in the top spot is some-
one who I also have known and argued with
many a time, Charlie Johnson.

We have had a good laugh telling the story
of when Charlie first was working for the
Judge, and Lou assigned Charlie the respon-
sibility of compiling old contested election
cases. Charlie worked for weeks, researching
and writing, only to find out later that they
were all neatly compiled in Cannon’s prece-
dents.

Charlie still works harder than he needs
to. He is a good guy and a dedicated worker.
He is the perfect choice. Charlie, I hope you
will last longer than Lehr Fess, who some of
you may not know lasted just a year.

Best to you, Bill, and we know, Charlie,
John, Tom, and Muftiah will carry on the
strong tradition of professionalism and co-
operation that you started.

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE WILLIAM HOLMES
BROWN, PARLIAMENTARIAN, ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT

(HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—SEPTEMBER 20,
1994)

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.).

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, nothing gives me
greater satisfaction than to hear on this day
of retirement of Bill Brown these wonder-
fully warm words from the Republican lead-
er, because I think the lifeblood of any par-
liamentary body is the sense that our de-
bates and discussions, the votes and actions
taken here, are taken in a context of rules
and observance, conventions and procedures,
that are fair to each Member of the body. In-
deed, I think the history of our House of Rep-
resentatives, certainly in this recent period,
has been one of scrupulous adherence to the
rules.

As Speaker I have tried to follow that
guide of fairness and objectivity in every rul-
ing I have made, and if I had any tendency to
veer from that, I would find resistance, very

strong resistance, from the Parliamentarians
of the House, who are committed in an al-
most religious sense to ensuring that the
rules are absolutely impartially observed
here, I think there is a record, perhaps, of
the fact that this body has hardly ever over-
ruled the Chair, and that in those cases
where there sometimes has been a question
of moving to override the Chair, Republican
leadership has often joined with our Mem-
bers and Republican Members have joined
with Democratic Members in supporting the
Chair.

Certainly no small part of the credit for
this belongs to Bill Brown. He has been an
absolutely sterling Parliamentarian in every
way. He has served six Speakers. He has been
in this body for almost a longer period than
virtually anyone. There are few Members
and very few professional staff who have
served as long.

He begins his retirement with the best
wishes and warm affection of an over-
whelming number of Members and those who
serve with him in aiding this body to achieve
its objectives. He has compiled, as Bob
Michel says, the precedents of the House.
They are now available for all. He has in re-
cent months been a special resource of as-
sistance to emerging parliamentary democ-
racies in Eastern Europe. I think he has
found great satisfaction and opportunity for
additional service in that work.

Charlie Johnson, his very long-time Assist-
ant Parliamentarian, has our full confidence
on both sides of the aisle, and I have made
his appointment with great satisfaction; and
if it is time, in Bill Brown’s judgment, to
leave, that a successor as worthy and able
and committed and dedicated as Charlie
Johnson stands ready to assume the respon-
sibilities.

Mr. Speaker, I want to extend again, not
only on my own behalf but on the behalf of
all Members of this House, my thanks and
my appreciation and my warmest best wish-
es to Bill Brown, and every success and hap-
piness for him and Jean in the years that lie
ahead.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, I want
to join you and the minority leader in recog-
nizing the more than 36 years of service par-
liamentarian Bill Brown has given to this
House.

Bill is retiring this week after serving in
the Parliamentarian’s office since 1958. He
was Assistant Parliamentarian from 1958–
1974 and then was appointed to the position
of Parliamentarian by House Speaker Carl
Albert in 1974. During those years, Bill
served under six House Speakers, including
Sam Rayburn, John McCormack, Carl Al-
bert, Tip O’Neill, Jim Wright and Tom
Foley.

Bill has been successful over the years in
making sure the Parliamentarian’s office re-
mained nonpartisan in its duties of advising
the Speaker, all Members of Congress, com-
mittees and staff on Constitutional ques-
tions and rules of order within this House.
He is held in high regard by Members on
both sides of the aisle.

In addition to those responsibilities, Bill
was involved in recent years in projects in-
volving parliamentary development in sev-
eral Eastern European republics. He and his
support personnel have participated in semi-
nars and training programs in Poland, Esto-
nia and Romania, as these countries and oth-
ers move toward democracy.

Bill is a graduate of Swarthmore College,
Pennsylvania and the University of Chicago
Law School. He served on active duty in the
U.S. Navy from 1954–57 and then served in
the naval Reserve from 1954–74, retiring as a
lieutenant commander.

It has been a great honor to get to know
Bill Brown on a personal level. I consider



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2864 June 5, 2001
him a close friend and certainly will miss the
wise counsel he has given me over the years.
He is one of the true unsung heroes who
make things work around the people’s
House. We will miss Bill, but he has earned
his retirement. I salute Bill Brown on a job
well done and wish Bill, Jean, and Sara the
best in the future.

WILLIAM HOLMES BROWN; HOUSE
PARLIAMENTARIAN

[From the Washington Post, Tuesday, May
29, 2001]

William Holmes Brown, 71, parliamen-
tarian of the U.S. House of Representatives
from 1974 until 1994 and author of ‘‘House
Practice: A Guide to the Rules, Precedents
and Procedures of the House,’’ died of a vas-
cular ailment May 27 at Loudoun Hospital
Center.

He lived at Oakland Green Farm, the Lin-
coln property his family has owned for more
than eight generations.

Mr. Brown served under six speakers of the
House as an adviser on procedure and prac-
tice. He began as assistant parliamentarian
in 1958 and collaborated with parliamen-
tarian Lewis Deschler in volumes of ‘‘Prece-
dents of the House of Representatives.’’ They
are referred to in the House as the Deschler-
Brown Precedents.

Mr. Brown also worked on behalf of the
House on parliamentary development
projects in Eastern Europe and Mozambique.
he participated in seminars in Poland, Esto-
nia, Slovakia, Albania and Romania and in
training programs in the United States for
representatives of other national legislative
bodies.

After he retired, he worked for the Agency
for International Development on a par-
liamentary development project in Ukraine.

Mr. Brown was a native of Huntington,
W.Va. He was a graduate of Swarthmore Col-
lege and the University of Chicago’s law
school. He served in the Navy in the Middle
East and the Mediterranean and remained in
the Navy Reserve until 1974.

He was a director of the Conversations a
Oaklands organization and the Loudoun Mu-
seum and a member of the Catoctin Farmers
Club and the Goose Creek Friends Meeting.

Survivors include his wife of 30 years, Jean
Smith Brown, and a daughter, Sara Holmes
Brown, both of Lincoln.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

THE NATURE AND IMPORTANCE
OF ENERGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I
would like to say a few words about the
energy issues that face this country. I
believe that energy is one of the most
misunderstood topics in this Nation,
and I believe that is largely because en-
ergy is so hard to describe and define.

Most of us do not know what it is. We
cannot see it, we cannot feel it, we can-
not touch it, we cannot weigh it. When
you were a little kid, your mother
never sent you to the store for a bottle

of energy. You cannot buy energy that
way. Yet, somehow we know what it is,
because we talk about it when we get
up in the morning, saying ‘‘Oh, we do
not have much energy;’’ or, ‘‘Oh, we
really have a lot of energy today;’’ we
are raring to go. And that is a pretty
good perception of what energy actu-
ally is.

I happen to be a physicist, and en-
ergy in physics is defined as the ability
to do work. So that fits our everyday
conception of energy, the ability to do
work.

Now, in today’s society, we depend a
lot on energy to do our work. We use
energy constantly in transportation, in
the workplace, in so many different
ways, and it is extremely important.
So often we forget the importance of
energy, because we are so used to it.

But if you look at the major histor-
ical revolutions, the nonmilitary revo-
lutions, you will find that the first
major revolution, the agriculture revo-
lution, occurred when people, for the
first time began using labor other than
their own, namely the labor of animals.
The agriculture revolution did not suc-
ceed until people began using animals
for plowing, for milling, and for other
works of labor.

The second major revolution, the in-
dustrial revolution, took place when,
for the first time, we began using non-
human energy and non-animal energy,
but instead used mechanical energy
and heat energy, and that has led to
the world we enjoy today, with its
many different sources of energy, used
for many, many different purposes.

But we tend to take energy for grant-
ed and do not realize its importance
until there is a shortage, particularly
when prices go up, because when the
prices go up, it affects the economy.
Energy is so vital to our economy that
whenever we have a shortage of energy
and prices go up, the economy is af-
fected dramatically. It is no coinci-
dence that the last three major reces-
sions we have had in this country have
followed on the heels of energy short-
ages.

Now, what is energy? I said you can-
not feel it, touch it, handle it. As a
physicist, I understand what energy is,
but it is hard to explain it to a lay per-
son, and for that reason sometimes I
wish that energy were purple.

If it were purple, we could see it, we
could understand it. If we could drive
up to our homes and see purple energy
leaking out from around the windows
during the winter and we would see
purple oozing through the walls, we
would recognize we are wasting money,
because we have not insulated the
house well enough or sealed the win-
dows well enough.

Or suppose we are driving down the
highway: if we see a little car going by
with just a little bit of purple around
it, and then see an SUV going by with
just clouds of purple around it, we
would immediately recognize that one
uses far less energy than another. That
is the type of awareness we have to
build in the people of this country.

Let me relate that to one specific
State. We all know that California is
having tremendous energy problems.
There are many reasons for it and
many possible solutions, but I can tell
you that the fastest, cheapest solution
of all is energy conservation and en-
ergy efficiency. That can be imple-
mented quickly. It can be used to solve
the crisis, it can be used to reduce de-
mand and drive the prices down in Cali-
fornia, and certainly put the State on a
better keel. I hope that California pur-
sues it, and I hope that our Federal
government helps them pursue that al-
ternative.

Now, there is so much more I could
say about this, and I plan to do a 1
hour speech on this later on. But I
wanted to give this introductory
speech at this point, outlining some of
the characteristics of energy, how im-
portant it is to our Nation and our
economy, and how totally dependent
we are on it.

It is an issue that we must deal with.
We must deal with it intelligently,
using every possible means; not just
energy conservation and energy effi-
ciency, although I think they are ex-
tremely important, but also looking at
alternative sources of energy and more
wisely using the resources we have
now.

The answer is not simply drilling
holes in the ground, the answer is not
simply insulating houses, but looking
at every aspect of our use of energy
and saying how can we use it better,
how can we use it more efficiently, how
can we really accomplish something
worthwhile in our energy use, without
depleting our natural resources.

One last comment about energy.
There are two very important aspects
you must remember about energy.
First, energy is our most basic natural
resource, because without energy, we
cannot use any of our other basic re-
sources. We cannot use iron, steel, cop-
per and so forth, without digging it out
of the ground and forming it and fabri-
cating it. All of this requires energy.

The second important point about
energy is that it is the only non-renew-
able resource. Once you use it, it is
gone. We can renew all our other re-
sources; that one we cannot. So let us
be certain to use energy right and not
waste it.

f

b 1900

THE CONTINUING CRISIS OF HIV/
AIDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISSA). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAVIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
take this moment because of the fact
that the AIDS/HIV epidemic continues
to plague America and, in actuality,
continues to plague much of the world.
I take this opportunity to commend
the Congressional Black Caucus, the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus, and the
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