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have a system of freedom and opportu-
nities that motivate many in the world
to risk their lives trying to get here.

The question remains, though, can
we afford to be lax in the defense of lib-
erty at this juncture in our history? I
do not think so.

The problems are not complex, and
even the big ones can be easily handled
if we pursue the right course. Pros-
perity and peace can be continued, but
not with the current system that per-
meates Washington. To blindly hope
our freedom will remain intact without
any renewed effort in its defense or to
expect that the good times will auto-
matically continue places our political
system in great danger.

Basic morality, free markets, sound
money, and living within the rule of
law, while clinging to the fundamental
precepts that made the American Re-
public great, are what we need. And it
is worth the effort.

f

OUR POLITICAL TRADITION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SCHROCK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2001, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, our only
manual of House Rules, Jefferson’s
Manual, traces its heritage back to the
mother of parliaments at the Palace of
Westminster in London. Our manual
still refers to the upper and lower
Chambers of this House as the Com-
mons and the Lords. The tradition of
our rules is part of my own tradition
here as a new Member of Congress.

Early in the 1980s, I served for a
member of the House of Commons
under Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher. And in Parliament, great
weight is put on a member’s maiden
speech. That speech reflects on a new
member and what they stand for. And
as I enter service for the people of
Northern Illinois, I ask myself, what
would my maiden speech in this House
concern.

I chose to focus on our own political
tradition with a special emphasis on
the men and women who represented us
in this House in the past. A look at
their accomplishments and service
mirrors who we are and the gifts we
provide to the Nation.

On review, and helped by the patient
research of Patrick Magnuson of my
staff, I found that our community has
a 180-year tradition of sending leaders
to this Congress who were very inde-
pendent and ahead of their times. Ours
is a rich tradition that I can only hope
to reflect well upon in the coming
years. Our tradition traces its roots to
1818 when a new State of Illinois stood
on the frontier of a growing Nation. My
predecessors were committed to the
people of Illinois and to especially the
good of this Union. At the same time,
they understood the important role of
the United States in the world as a
beacon of freedom; and while they
fought for civil rights here at home,

they also fought for human rights
abroad and condemned those who
would spread intolerance and hate
wherever it occurred.

Within its current boundaries, our
congressional district encompasses a
diverse community. Including northern
Cook and eastern Lake Counties, it
stretches from Wilmette north along
Lake Michigan’s shore to the Wis-
consin border. To tour our district is to
see firsthand both the promise of the
American dream and those who have
not yet realized it.

We are home to the best educated
ZIP code in the Nation, and yet we are
also home to some of the most eco-
nomically challenged schools in Illi-
nois. We have pristine wetlands and
forests, as well as the worst PCB con-
tamination in the Great Lakes, and
more than 1,000 tons of highly radio-
active spent nuclear fuel is stored 120
yards from Lake Michigan. We are also
home to the only training center for
new recruits in the United States
Navy.

But we are mainly communities of
commuters where each day 20 percent
of my constituents commute to Chi-
cago, clawing their way each morning
into the city and repeating the process
each evening.

In serving the people of the 10th dis-
trict, I follow a long list of role models
who represented us in Washington. Un-
derstanding that I have some very
large shoes to fill, I begin my service
with a look back at those Members
who preceded me.

Our first representative, John
McLean, was one of the State’s pioneer
political leaders. He took his seat in
the old House Chamber on December 3,
1818 serving just 1 year. He was later
elected to the United States Senate to
fill a vacancy caused by the death of
Senator Ninian Edwards in 1824 and
served through March of the following
year. While our pathfinder’s service
was very brief in both Chambers of this
Congress, he was honored by the State,
which named McLean County after
him. It was about this time that the
first European family settled on the
North Shore in what is now known as
Evanston, residing in a place that was
described as ‘‘a rude habitation of
posts, poles and blankets.’’ More nota-
ble, though, was the construction of
the first permanent structure on the
North Shore, a roadside grocery serv-
ing cold beer and liquor to travelers.
This grocery was described as ‘‘the
headquarters of counterfeiters, fugi-
tives from justice and generally speak-
ing a vile resort.’’ Ironically, 100 years
later Evanston would become the inter-
national headquarters of the Women’s
Christian Temperance Union; and it is
from these Spartan but colorful begin-
nings that we trace our suburban his-
tory.

Representative McLean was suc-
ceeded in office by Daniel P. Cook, who
in 1824 faced a political situation all
too familiar today. He was given the
unenviable task of casting the sole

vote for the State of Illinois for Presi-
dent after no candidate garnered suffi-
cient electoral votes. He cast his vote
for the eventual winner, President
John Quincy Adams; and Cook County
bears his name and is one of the most
populous counties in the Nation.

Congressman Cook was followed in
office by a series of leaders who in-
cluded war heroes; Jacksonians; Whigs;
Democrats; Republicans; several Civil
War veterans; a German immigrant;
and, in Representative John T. Stuart,
a law partner of President Lincoln.

Numerous shifts in population
brought many changes in the boundary
lines of today’s 10th Congressional Dis-
trict and redistricting has changed the
landscape of the 10th no fewer than
nine times in the past 180 years. We
face another change soon as Illinois
prepares to lose a congressional seat
before the next election.

By 1902, Lake and northern Cook
Counties were part of the 10th district,
and the first outlines of the current
district were formed as a new phe-
nomenon in American living emerged,
the suburbs.

In 1913, the election of a Progressive
candidate, Charles M. Thompson, was
indicative of the new independent vot-
ing spirit of the 10th district and our
willingness to elect whoever will best
represent our interests, regardless of
incumbency or party affiliation.

Independent, thoughtful leadership
are common themes among the men
and women who represented our 10th
district. Names like John Stuart,
James Woodworth, Isaac Arnold,
Charles Farwell, Lorenzo Brentano,
George Foss and Abner Mikva. Rep-
resentatives like George Adams, a Civil
War veteran who fought in the First
Regiment of the Illinois Volunteer Ar-
tillery, and Robert McClory, who
served for nearly 20 years and was a
House manager for the Equal Rights
Amendment in 1972.

But there are five men and women
who represented the 10th district that
stand out among this impressive crowd
and deserve star treatment. These five
heroes fought against slavery, advo-
cated equal pay for women and civil
rights initiatives, the rule of law and
served a number of Presidents as they
battled for human rights abuses abroad
while funding biomedical research here
at home. These five exemplify a high
standard of leadership demanded by
our constituents and expected by our
nation.

Elected in the 33rd Congress as a
Whig, Representative Elihu B.
Washburne served his final seven terms
as a Republican. During his tenure in
Congress, he served as chairman of the
Committee on Commerce and, in the
40th Congress, as chairman of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. In 1862,
President Lincoln personally lobbied to
have him elected Speaker, ultimately
falling short.

Representative Washburne’s inde-
pendence is legendary. He was a strong
opponent of slavery and became known
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as one of the leaders of the Radical Re-
publicans along with Thaddeus Stevens
and Charles Sumner. This group was
outspoken in its opposition to slavery
and went well beyond calling for sim-
ple abolition.
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They called for complete equality
under law for freed slaves. The Radical
Republicans were critical of the Recon-
struction policies of both President
Lincoln and President Andrew John-
son. Representative Washburne argued
that southern plantations should be
subdivided and redistributed among
former slaves, and when President
Johnson attempted to veto the exten-
sion of the Freeman’s Bureau, the Civil
Rights Act and the Reconstruction
Act, Representative Washburne and his
colleagues took action and were suc-
cessful in their effort to pass the Re-
construction Act.

The Radical Republicans and
Washburne became leaders in the im-
peachment of President Johnson, and
when his close friend, General Ulysses
S. Grant, became President, Represent-
ative Washburne was appointed as our
country’s Secretary of State. He re-
signed just 11 days later, ending what
remains the shortest term of any U.S.
Secretary of State.

Congressman Washburne left that
high office because the President of-
fered him the opportunity to assume
the leadership of the American Diplo-
matic Mission in Paris. Congressman
Washburne served as our ambassador
to France through the Franco-Prussian
War, and there he demonstrated true
independence and initiative. Ambas-
sador Washburne offered refuge to dip-
lomats from various German states and
other foreigners who were abandoned
by their respective diplomatic mis-
sions.

In grave danger on the street, those
diplomats found safety under the
American flag with Ambassador
Washburne, and when the German
Army surrounded Paris in late 1870,
Washburne remained at his post and
was the only foreign diplomat still
resident in Paris during the days of the
Commune. Those were tough times for
besieged Parisians who were reduced to
eating rats.

Washburne honored our Revolu-
tionary War debt to France by con-
tinuing his humanitarian service. His
international service and commitment
to humanitarian relief presaged our
own time when America has become
the foundation of freedom in the inter-
national system and humanitarian re-
lief missions around the world. Con-
gressman Washburne remained in Paris
until 1877, when he then returned to
Chicago.

Sixty years later, we come to the
opening of the career of another star in
our story. Congressman Ralph Church
won election to the Congress in the
74th, 75th and 76th Congresses, and
again in the 78th Congress, through his
death in the 80th Congress. Many peo-

ple living in our community today still
remember Congressman Ralph Church
and his wife Marguerite.

The second star in our story is a rep-
resentative far ahead of her time, Rep-
resentative Church’s widow, Mar-
guerite Church. Mrs. Church succeeded
her late husband in the Congress, and
during her first term, Illinois redis-
tricted its congressional seats for the
first time since 1901. It placed northern
Cook and Lake Counties in the 13th
District.

Mrs. Church brought a common sense
approach to Federal spending. She
spoke against what she called extrava-
gant and reckless spending, earning her
respect from both her colleagues and
constituents. Her seat on the Com-
mittee on Government Operations gave
her an ideal platform to urge restraint
in spending, and her assignment to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs allowed
her to encourage the growth of democ-
racy across the globe.

Many of Mrs. Church’s policy pro-
posals were ahead of their time. Earlier
in her career, she advocated equal pay
for women, and civil rights initiatives.
The progress of the early 1960s finds its
roots 10 years earlier in the service of
Marguerite Stitt Church. She was the
only female member of the Illinois Del-
egation and her voting record is impec-
cable; answering more than 11,000 roll
calls during her tenure in the House,
missing only 4.

In 1959, as a ranking member of the
Foreign Economic Policy Sub-
committee, she traveled more than
40,000 miles and visited 17 different
countries. In 1960, at the invitation of
President Eisenhower, she participated
in the White House Conference on Chil-
dren and Youth, and in 1961 served as a
member of the U.S. Delegation to the
United Nation’s 15th Assembly.

While participating, she jumped far
ahead of her time, especially in her
outspoken criticism of South Africa
and their policy of apartheid. Mrs.
Church then retired after 1962.

The 88th Congress saw the beginning
of another legendary career, one that is
just now moving into its brightest
days. Donald Rumsfeld was elected rep-
resentative of the 13th District, having
previously served on the staff of Con-
gressman David Dennison and Robert
Griffin. While in the House, Rumsfeld
sat on the Committees on Science and
Astronautics and Government Oper-
ations. This was during the heyday of
President Kennedy’s space program, in-
cluding Lake Forest’s own Jim Lovell,
who went on to command Apollo XIII.

Rumsfeld also had a seat on the Joint
Economic Committee in both the 90th
and 91st Congresses. His campaigns
were indicative of what politics used to
be and what they were to become. He
accepted only small donations and lim-
ited expenditures of his campaign,
while relying on an army of volunteers
to canvass neighborhoods and perform
day-to-day tasks, which are the life-
blood of a congressional campaign.

In 1969, he resigned his seat to accept
President Nixon’s appointment to head

the Office of Economic Opportunity.
Not knowing a lot about the office’s
mission at the time, he turned to his
chief of staff, Bruce Ladd, who had an
intern friend of his who had written a
college paper on the Office of Economic
Opportunity. That intern came in to
brief Congressman Rumsfeld on the
new opportunities that were there and
walked out with a job. That intern’s
name was RICHARD CHENEY.

In 1971, President Nixon appointed
Rumsfeld as Director of the Cost of
Living Council, a position he held until
1973 when he became U.S. ambassador
to NATO for 2 years. When President
Ford took office in 1974, he re-called
Rumsfeld to Washington to coordinate
a four-man transition team. His per-
formance earned him an appointment
as White House Chief of Staff, although
he personally did not like the title and
preferred to be called staff coordinator,
and he brought Secretary CHENEY with
him.

In 1975, Rumsfeld was appointed Sec-
retary of Defense, a position he held
through the end of the Ford adminis-
tration in 1977. He was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom that
same year; and during the Reagan ad-
ministration, Rumsfeld’s expertise led
him to accept membership on the
President’s General Advisory Com-
mittee on Arms Control and a role as
an adviser on government and national
security affairs in 1983 and 1984. He was
named Special Presidential Envoy to
the Middle East in 1984.

Rumsfeld’s experience in the private
sector as CEO of GD Searle & Company
and as senior advisor to William Blair
& Company complemented his impres-
sive government service and will help
to make him an exceptional Secretary
of Defense for the current administra-
tion. I am proud to call Secretary
Rumsfeld a friend.

Building on the records of
Washburne, Church and Rumsfeld,
among others, we touch on other stars
in our story.

Congressman McClory represented
Lake County and really serves as a
symbol of independence in service to
the Nation. Congressman McClory,
conservative, loyal Republican, a
staunch defender of President Nixon
until the evidence became too strong.
It was Congressman McClory’s votes
for two impeachment articles that set
the standard for political independence
and judgment and the rule of law in
this House.

For us, we come now to the final
predecessor of mine in this seat, Con-
gressman John Edward Porter, who
won a special election in 1980 to follow
Abner Mikva. I will touch on Congress-
man Mikva’s service, that it was bril-
liant in its way and set another stand-
ard for independence, both in this
Chamber and on the Federal bench.

Following him, Congressman Porter
gained a seat on the Committee on Ap-
propriations in 1980, where he served
until his retirement in the last Con-
gress.
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Following a trip to the Soviet Union

in 1983, Congressman Porter founded
the Congressional Human Rights Cau-
cus. He witnessed numerous human
rights abuses while in the Soviet Union
and decided to enlist the support of his
colleagues to bring pressure to bear on
nations and groups that mistreat the
innocent or prisoners of conscience.

In his role as cochairman of the
Human Rights Caucus, he helped free
refuseniks, fought for the rights of
Northern Korean refugees and religious
freedom in China, spoke out against
the use of child soldiers in Africa and
condemned the brutal regime of Sani
Abacha in Nigeria.

The Congressional Human Rights
Caucus was the first U.S. Government
entity to host the Dalai Lama in Wash-
ington, and Congressman Porter spon-
sored legislation authorizing the cre-
ation of Radio Free Asia and then se-
cured appropriations to fund this
groundbreaking program, helping move
the agenda of freedom in China.

Mr. Porter’s record of accomplish-
ments in foreign policies is impressive,
but his record of constituent service is
unmatched. He led efforts to improve
safety at Waukegan Regional Airport
by updating the radar at the control
tower. He brought back the Coast
Guard Rescue Unit to the southwestern
shore of Lake Michigan, the same res-
cue unit that saved my life after a
boating accident when I was a teen-
ager.

He worked with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers to control flooding along
the north branch of the Chicago River,
and his commitment to the environ-
ment also led him to be a strong sup-
porter of the Clean Air Act and the
Clean Water Act. He orchestrated the
effort to designate 290 acres of land at
Fort Sheridan as open space and was
one of only six House Members named
taxpayer super hero by the Grace Com-
mission’s Citizens Against Government
Waste in 1992.

He was named to the Concord Coali-
tion’s honor roll in 1997 and 1998 for his
commitment to eliminating deficits
and balancing the budget. John Porter
was always willing to take chances
when he truly believed in an issue, and
15 years ago, long before it was safe to
do so, he proposed dramatic reform to
the 3rd rail of American politics, So-
cial Security.

His proposal, in fact, can be consid-
ered revolutionary because it was one
of the first and is remarkably similar
to that of the plan announced by Presi-
dent George W. Bush during his cam-
paign.

What Congressman Porter may be
most remembered for was his improve-
ment for health care for all Americans.
In his role as chairman of the Sub-
committee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education of the
Committee on Appropriations, Con-
gressman Porter launched the effort to
double funding for the National Insti-
tutes of Health within 5 years. This ad-
ditional funding has already helped re-

searchers develop new and better treat-
ments for illnesses ranging from AIDS
to cancer, diabetes and flu.

His commitment to improving bio-
medical research is an investment in
the future and will undoubtedly result
in better medical care for all people,
Americans and nonAmericans alike.

John Porter served us all in the high-
est tradition of public service and com-
mitment to the greater good. Having
served as his administrative assistant,
I could not have had a better role
model from whom to learn about public
service. I have some very large shoes to
fill and can only hope to represent and
serve my constituents as well as he did.

This record clearly demonstrates
Northeastern Illinois’ character:
Strongly independent and ahead of our
time. Ideas like emancipation, equal
pay for women and an end to apartheid
were all part of our representatives’
leadership in decades ahead of the body
politic of the time. Our opinions do not
necessarily adhere to strict party lines,
and therefore anyone who represents
our area must demonstrate independ-
ence and break from the party on occa-
sion to cast a vote with the people. My
predecessors did this, and while I am a
firm believer in my party’s vision, it is
a tradition of independence that I will
follow.

Elihu Washburne, Marguerite Stitt
Church, Don Rumsfeld, Robert
McClory, John Porter, they are not
household names, but their service
shaped the history of our Nation be-
cause of their commitment for what
was right and a decision to take action
to protect those who were most in
need. It is an example of what I must
live up to and take heart as I embark
on the greatest honor of my life, rep-
resenting the people of the 10th dis-
trict.

Drawing on this tradition, I will
focus my service on constituent service
modeled after Mrs. Church, on national
defense modeled after Don Rumsfeld,
and America’s role in the world mod-
eled after Elihu Washburne, and finally
on the foundation of biomedical re-
search founded on John Porter’s tradi-
tion.

As we enter the 21st century, we face
key challenges, challenges of solving
the increasing gridlock in our commu-
nities; challenges on the environ-
mental front of cleaning up nuclear
waste and PCBs; challenges of main-
taining the tradition of 10th district
education excellence; challenges like
keeping the U.S. health care system on
the cutting edge so that each American
lives a full and healthy life, and pro-
viding tax fairness for married people
and ending the death tax and stopping
government waste.
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Y tengo algo para un communidad
nuevo en nuestra pueblo. A la
communidad Hispanica yo digo
‘‘bienvenido’’ y vamos a trabajar jun-
tos para escuelas mejores y una
sistema de salud para todos.

And I have something for a new community
in our town. To the Hispanic community, I say
‘‘welcome’’ and we will work together for better
schools and a health system for all.

It is in this spirit, built on the foun-
dations of service to others by my
predecessors, that I begin my work.

I thank the people of the 10th district
of Illinois for the opportunity to serve
them as I enter service here in this
House in a new century.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SCHROCK). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 31
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

f
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ARMEY) at 4 o’clock and
55 minutes p.m.

f

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, February 8, 2001.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,

Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 8, 2001 at 11:35 a.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he notifies the Congress that he has sub-
mitted his agenda for tax relief.

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,

JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

f

THE PRESIDENT’S AGENDA FOR
TAX RELIEF—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 107–43)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Ways and Means and ordered to be
printed:
To the Congress of the United States:

Enclosed please find my plan to pro-
vide needed tax relief to the American
people. Over the last several months,
the economy has slowed dramatically.
I believe that the best way to ensure
that our prosperity continues is to put
more money in the hands of consumers
and entrepreneurs as soon as possible. I
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