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wants to reach out to Central and
South America.

I am convinced, Mr. Speaker, that
many of us, including myself, have not
paid attention to our closest neighbors.
We have not taken the opportunity to
reach out to them as equal partners in
terms of economic development, envi-
ronmental cooperation, cooperation in
health and human services, and also
dealing with problems like the oil spill
off the Galapagos or the drug problem
in Colombia.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, I had dis-
cussions in both countries and I am
now suggesting to my colleagues, espe-
cially those on the Committee on
International Relations chaired by the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE),
that we look at the putting together an
initiative, kind of a mini-Marshall
Plan that would bring a special focus
on the seven contiguous countries
around Colombia, to let these countries
know that Americans up north are not
just in Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia,
Peru and Panama, that we are not just
there because of the drug problem, that
we want to establish a new relation-
ship, one that encourages more eco-
nomic investment and encourages real
environmental cooperation, one that
shows that we will assist them in im-
proving their quality of life in health
care and education; and in the end, a
strong component that will support the
rule of law and support the continued
effort to help the Colombian people and
the other nations rid themselves of this
terrible narcotrafficking and produc-
tion that has been occurring there over
the past several years.

I would hope that one of our objec-
tives in this session of Congress would
be to establish this mini-Marshall Plan
to show our friends in South America
that America wants to be true and
close partners of theirs. Ecuador has
been one of the closest allies to our
country for years. It is time to let the
people of Ecuador know that we appre-
ciate that support and that we want to
engage with Ecuador in a more aggres-
sive way.

I would hope that our colleagues on
the Committee of International Rela-
tions led by such great people as the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BALLENGER), who has traveled to that
part of the world more than any of our
colleagues, who along with his wife has
a better grasp of the situation in Cen-
tral and South America than many of
our people who serve in State Depart-
ment positions, that we reach out and
work with the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. BALLENGER) and his sub-
committee and work to shape a new
policy, a proactive policy that has a
military component but also shows the
people of South America that we want
to be their true friends and trading
partners.

I came away also, Mr. Speaker, from
my trip with one additional piece of in-
formation dealing with a very con-
troversial subject that will again be
taken up by this Congress this year,
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and that is the School of the Americas.
Every year, Mr. Speaker, when we
bring up the defense authorization bill
on the floor, there are several Members
of Congress who offer an amendment to
basically do away with the School of
the Americas at Fort Benning, Geor-
gia; and they use the argument that
some of the graduates of that school
have committed atrocities and have
been involved in gross human rights
abuses, particularly in Central and
South America.

Mr. Speaker, I am not challenging
the fact that out of the thousands of
people that have gone through the
School of the Americas there have been
some bad apples, just as I would ac-
knowledge that you can take Harvard
University or Yale or Princeton and
find one or two graduates who have
ended up in jail because of white collar
crimes or because of things that they
have done that are against our society.

But I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, when
I ask the question of the Colombians
and the Ecuadorians and our leaders
and our two ambassadors in those
countries how important is the School
of the Americas to your success, the
answer was unanimous. The answer
was unanimous from everyone I talked
to, that the School of the Americas
played an absolutely essential role in
teaching South and Central American
leaders that the military responds to
the civilian part of society, that
human rights is a part of what a mili-
tary leader must consider every day he
or she is doing their job, that the
School of the Americas has trained
young military leaders to understand
the same types of leadership skills that
our military has that are so frequently
brought to their attention in serving in
our services.

So an additional point that our col-
leagues need to ask as they travel and
deal with the situation in Latin Amer-
ica is how important is this institution
to the continued success that we are
having in cooperating with the mili-
taries of the South American coun-
tries. Are they perfect? The answer is,
no. Is our military perfect? The answer
is, no. But we are both moving in the
same direction, addressing the con-
cerns of human rights and dignity as
we enforce laws and as we deal with ty-
rants and dictators and thugs such as
those involved with the FARC and the
revolutionary groups that currently
are running rampant in Colombia and
other parts of South America.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, the news is
good. The success is documented, and I
rise as someone who was not a big fan
of this initiative 6 months ago.

I was a skeptic. I am now convinced
we are doing the right thing. Our col-
leagues, Mr. Speaker, are going to be
asked this year to provide a second
sum of money to continue this oper-
ation. Our colleagues need to get the
facts. Our colleagues need to travel to
Latin America.

To this end, Mr. Speaker, I will again
be organizing a delegation sometime in
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the mid to latter part of 2001. I have al-
ready received a commitment that
Members of Congress will be able to
stay overnight in a base camp so they
can see firsthand and observe them-
selves the kind of training, the kind of
interaction, can talk to the villagers,
and can talk to people who are in the
Colombian military to see the success
firsthand that we are having.

In Ecuador, we will meet with the
leadership. We will also talk about en-
vironmental cooperation with pristine
areas like the Galapagos. In Colombia
and the other countries we visit, we
will begin to focus on the success that
we are having.

I encourage our colleagues, Mr.
Speaker, prior to the vote on these ad-
ditional funds, to travel to that part of
the world. The gentleman from North
Carolina (Chairman BALLENGER) takes
trips to Central and South America on
a regular basis. If our colleagues can-
not join the delegation that I organize,
they can contact the gentleman from
North Carolina (Chairman BALLENGER),
and I am sure he will organize an ap-
propriate visit as well this year.

I think in the year 2001, under the
leadership of our new President,
George Bush, Latin America is the key
area of focus; that we must renew old
friendships. We must show these people
in Central and South America that we
are not the ugly gringos of the north,
that we want to be their friends. We
want to be their trading partners. We
want to help them solve their environ-
mental problems. We want to help
them in their effort to weed out cor-
ruption, to deal with human rights
abuses, and to help them provide a
solid well-trained military and police
force to maintain the basic elements of
democracy.

In doing all of that, Mr. Speaker, I
am convinced America will be better,
our homeland defense will be more se-
cure, and we will have a better rela-
tionship with those people who inhabit
both Central and South America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the remain-
ing time and thank the Speaker and
the staff for sticking through this Spe-
cial Order.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
without amendment a concurrent reso-
lution of the House of the following
title:

H. Con. Res. 18. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for an adjournment of the House of
Representatives.

The message also announced that
pursuant to the provisions of Senate
Resolution 105 (adopted April 13, 1989),
as amended by Senate Resolution 149
(adopted October 5, 1993), as amended
by Public Law 105-275, further amended
by Senate Resolution 75 (adopted
March 25, 1999), and Senate Resolution
383 (adopted October 27, 2000), the
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic



January 31, 2001

Leader, announces the appointment of
the following Senators to serve as
members of the Senate National Secu-
rity Working Group for the One Hun-
dred Seventh Congress—

the Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
BYRD) (Democratic Administrative Co-
Chairman);

the Senator from Michigan (Mr.
LEVIN) (Democratic Co-Chairman);
the Senator from Delaware (Mr.

BIDEN) (Democratic Co-Chairman);
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.

KENNEDY);

the Senator from Maryland (Mr. SAR-
BANES);

the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY);

the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
DORGAN);

the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN); and

the Senator from Florida (Mr. NEL-
SON).

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 94-304, as
amended by Public Law 99-7, the Chair,
on behalf of the Vice President, ap-
points the following Senators to the
Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe—

the Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
DoDD);

the Senator
GRAHAM);

the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr.
FEINGOLD); and

the Senator from New York (Mrs.
CLINTON).

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 94-304, as
amended by Public Law 99-7, the Chair,
on behalf of the Vice President, ap-
points the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
CAMPBELL) as Chairman of the Com-
mission on Security and Cooperation in
Europe (Helsinki) during the One Hun-
dred Seventh Congress.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 2761 of title 22,
United States Code, as amended, the
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, and upon the recommenda-
tion of the Majority Leader, appoints
the Senator from Alaska (Mr. STEVENS)
as Chairman of the Senate Delegation
to the British-American Inter-
parliamentary Group conference during
the One Hundred Seventh Congress.

The message also announced that
pursuant to sections 276h-276k of title
22, United States Code, as amended, the
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
appoints the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) as Chairman of the Sen-
ate Delegation to the Mexico-United
States Interparliamentary Group con-
ference during the One Hundred Sev-
enth Congress.

The message also announced that
pursuant to sections 276h-276k of title
22, United States Code, as amended, the
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
appoints the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DopD) as Co-Chairman of the Sen-
ate Delegation to the Mexico-United
States Interparliamentary Group con-
ference during the One Hundred Sev-
enth Congress.

from Florida (Mr.
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The message also announced that
pursuant to sections 276d-276g of title
22, United States Code, as amended, the
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
appoints the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
MURKOWSKI) as Chairman of the Senate
Delegation to the Canada-United
States Interparliamentary Group con-
ference during the One Hundred Sev-
enth Congress.

The message also announced that
pursuant to sections 276d-276g of title
22, United States Code, as amended, the
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
appoints the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) as Co-Chair of the Sen-
ate Delegation to the Canada-United
States Interparliamentary Group con-
ference during the One Hundred Sev-
enth Congress.

The message also announced that
pursuant to the provisions of sections
42 and 43 of title 20, United States
Code, the Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, reappoints the Senator from
Tennessee (Mr. FRIST) as a member of
the Board of Regents of the Smithso-
nian Institution.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 96-388, as
amended by Public Law 97-84 and Pub-
lic Law 106-292, the Chair, on behalf of
the President pro tempore, appoints
the following Senators to the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council—

the Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);
and

the Senator from California (Mrs.
BOXER) (re-appointment).

The message also announced that in
accordance with sections 1928a-1928d of
title 22, United States Code, as amend-
ed, the Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, appoints the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. BIDEN) as Co-Chairman
of the Senate Delegation to the North
Atlantic Assembly during the One Hun-
dred Seventh Congress.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON.
RAY LAHOOD, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COOKSEY) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able RAY LAHOOD, Member of Congress:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 29, 2001.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Office of the Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House, that I have received a subpoena
for testimony issued by the Superior Court
for the District of Columbia.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that the sub-
poena is not material and relevant and is not
consistent with the privileges and rights of
the House.

Sincerely,
RAY LAHOOD.
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COMMUNICATION FROM PRODUC-
TION OPERATIONS MANAGER OF
THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF AD-
MINISTRATIVE OFFICER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Gary J. Denick, produc-
tion operations manager, Office of the
Chief Administrative Officer:

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ADMINISTRA-
TIVE OFFICER, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, January 31, 2001.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a subpoena for records and
testimony issued by the Superior Court for
the District of Columbia in the case of United
States v. Armfield, Case No. M1098200.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
GARY J. DENICK,
Production Operations Manager.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CLAY) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SHOWS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BAIRD, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CLEMENT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. DAVIS of California, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. UNDERWOOD, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Member (at the re-
quest of Mr. SOUDER) to revise and ex-
tend his remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. SOUDER, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. MURTHA, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CONYERS, for 6 minutes, today.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of House Concur-
rent Resolution 18 of the 107th Con-
gress, the House stands adjourned until
2 p.m., Tuesday, February 6, 2001.
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