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members Hirant Gulian & Leon Nigogosian,
and all the other dedicated volunteers who
made it possible for us to be here today to
remember our losses, celebrate our survivors
and commit to a future without Genocide.

I am here today to talk about the future
Armenian Genocide Museum and memorial.
When complete, this complex in our nation’s
capital just two blocks from the White House
will be the first ever Museum and Memorial
about the Armenian Genocide anywhere in
the Diaspora.

On behalf of the Armenian National Insti-
tute, I am pleased to outline our vision for
what will be in the not too distant future a
state of the art museum and memorial com-
plex dedicated to Armenian Genocide re-
membrance, research and education, as well
as serving as another powerful voice for
Genocide prevention.

Washington is justifiably renown for the
quality of its museums, and we have set as
our standard to match the best that our na-
tion’s capital has to offer. Therefore, we
warmly welcome the solidarity and support
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum,
whose superb exhibits and programs have in-
spired and empowered millions.

In all candor, we have just begun our work.
The acquisition of this marquee property in
the heart of Washington, DC has served as
the catalyst to undertake a comprehensive,
multi-year planning,design and development
process. We are currently reviewing pro-
posals from competitive teams or architects,
museum designers and property developers
to recommend the best space utilization op-
tion for the properties we have acquired. We
are aware that only the best professional tal-
ent will suffice for our purposes.

The Armenian National Institute accepts
the privilege and responsibility of creating a
physical complex second to none and of cre-
ating exhibits and programs that will be as
inspirational and empowering as those in the
Holocaust Memorial Museum and other lead-
ing interactive museums around the world.

ANI is also aware of the special responsi-
bility of completing the first ever Armenian
Genocide Museum and Memorial outside Ar-
menia. Fully recognizing that the entire
community will wish to engage, ANI will
seek the active participation of our incred-
ibly diverse Armenian Diaspora and ances-
tral homeland. This is, after all, a presen-
tation about all Armenians for humankind.
No organization would have the right to
present the modern Armenian saga without
first seeking out the resources and perspec-
tives of the entire community.

The museum and memorial complex will be
a permanent place for generations of visitors
that will be made possible by all Armenians,
joined by others of good will who appreciate
its universal moral implications.

Our project is timely. Those who would
deny the Armenian Genocide are now limited
to Turkish officials and those beyond Turkey
who invoke political and economic ration-
ales for their support.

In the academic arena, the uncontestable
fact of the Armenian Genocide has been
overwhelmingly affirmed. Similarly, in sec-
ondary schools and universities throughout
the western world, students of Holocaust and
Genocide studies routinely examine the case
of the Armenian Genocide to learn its spe-
cific and universal lessons.

Nevertheless, the struggle continues be-
tween remembrance and denial—and remem-
brance and indifference.

It is our hope that this center will serve as
the nexus to broaden awareness of the Arme-
nian Genocide throughout the academic and
educational communities whose focus is
human rights, the responsibility of majori-
ties towards minorities, and the horrified
consequences for peoples and groups at risk
in the absence of safeguards.
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But it is also our hope that this place will
provide public officials with a greater degree
of moral conviction, courage and vision so
that they summarily reject the incessant
threats that emanate from Turkish officials
to sever diplomatic and economic relations
when any government dares to affirm the Ar-
menian Genocide. The public officials with
you today have demonstrated by their pres-
ence and other official actions that they re-
ject Turkey’s denials and threats.

Ladies and gentlemen . . .

Through this facility, we will remind the
world of Hitler’s chilling cynicism on
humankind’s predilection to forget.

Through this facility, we will enthusiasti-
cally support collaborative work between
turks and Armenians. We have seen in this
great country the redemptive value of facing
history squarely, and we will promote a dia-
logue to secure the same benefits for our two
peoples.

Through this facility we will promote
international condemnation of and action
against any government of people that at-
tempts to do what was done to our people at
the beginning of the last century.

We must succeed in this unprecedented ef-
fort in the name of our martyred millions, in
tribute to those who survived and estab-
lished new Armenian communities through-
out the world, and in honor of countless non-
Armenians who protested this crime against
humanity and who saved tens of thousands
from oblivion.

Finally ladies and gentlemen, we will suc-
ceed not only to remember the past but also
to enhance the security of the people of Ar-
menian and Karabagh—and to help insure
that the world never forgets the cataclysmic
price of indifference and inaction.

We look forward to this historic challenge
and we welcome all who wish to join us.
Thank you in advance for your generous sup-
port.

Mr. Speaker, the Armenian genocide
is a painful subject to discuss for me
and others. We must never forget,
though, what happened, and never
cease speaking out. We must overcome
the denials and the indifference, and
keep alive the memory and truth of
what happened to the Armenian people
in the past, as we work to see in this
tragic history that it never be re-
peated.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BILIRAKIS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

RECOGNIZING THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
TIERNEY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I also
rise here this evening to speak of one
of the great horrors of our century, and
that is the Armenian genocide. As a
member of the Congressional Caucus
on Armenian Issues, I once again join a
large number of colleagues in recog-
nizing the great tragedy of the Arme-
nian people.

As we all know and has been stated
here several times tonight, this geno-
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cide occurred in 1915 when the Ottoman
Empire began to force Armenians from
their homeland, and it lasted until
1923. These 8 years saw the deaths of 1.5
million innocent victims and 500,000 ex-
iled survivors.

Despite the tremendous magnitude of
the genocide, the world stood by as
families were torn asunder and mil-
lions of lives were taken. Therefore,
today, as we stand in recognition of the
victims of this Armenian genocide, we
also stand in recognition of the guilt of
complicity of all nations that turned
away when faced with this great trag-
edy.

There is no doubt that calling events
by their rightful name, genocide, is an
important element of this recognition
of responsibility.

Had we heeded the lessons that
emerged from the massacre, perhaps we
could have avoided other great trage-
dies in this century. In quietly letting
the sorrow of the Armenian people go
unresolved, however, we allow their
tragedy to repeat itself over and over
again in Germany in the 1930s and
1940s, in Rwanda in the 1990s, and else-
where throughout the world.

Today, as we once again honor the
victims of the Armenian genocide, on
behalf of the Sixth District of Massa-
chusetts, I also honor the commitment
and perseverance of Armenian-Ameri-
cans who have tirelessly struggled to
ensure that the great sorrow of their
people becomes known to all people.

As we in Congress continue to con-
front issues of international peace and
security, we would do well to remem-
ber this message: never forget.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BERMAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BERMAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ROYCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to begin by thanking the Armenia
caucus for bringing us together to
honor the memory of the greatest trag-
edy of Armenian history. This tragedy
holds a valuable historical lesson for
all of us.

I myself in California growing up got
to know several Armenian families.
One man, one elderly man in one of the
families that I knew, he was the sole
survivor of the Armenian genocide. So
the lessons are not just for those that
were directly involved; it is for all of
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us. It is for all of us to know it is im-
portant that we as Americans acknowl-
edge this genocide. That is what we are
talking about today.

Some 56 years ago, my father entered
Dachau concentration camp in Ger-
many with the Seventh Army. He took
photographs there that day of those
surviving that genocide, those starving
people that the American troops fed
and liberated.

He remembers the quote from Adolph
Hitler when Hitler was cautioned by
the German chiefs of staff about his
genocidal plans. Of course, as we have
heard tonight, Hitler’s retort was,
“Who remembers the Armenians?”’

Well, 86 years ago today, the Otto-
man Empire set out on a well-orches-
trated campaign to exterminate a race
of people. On that day, they began the
campaign by focusing on the Armenian
religious and political and intellectual
leaders that they arrested in Con-
stantinople, and they murdered them.

In the years that followed, Arme-
nians living under Ottoman rule were
systematically deprived of their prop-
erty, their individual rights, and ulti-
mately, of their lives. As we have
heard, between 1915 and 1923, the num-
ber of deaths was horrific. Some 1.5
million Armenians were murdered and
500,000 were deported from their home-
land; and at the end of these 8 years,
the Armenian population of Anatolia
and western Armenia was virtually
eliminated.

Henry Morgenthau, the U.S. ambas-
sador to the Ottoman Empire at the
time, characterized this as a death
warrant to a whole race. Morgenthau
recognized that this campaign was eth-
nic cleansing. It is unfortunate that
the Turkish Government to this day
does not recognize this. Willful igno-
rance of the lessons of history all but
ensures that those mistakes can be
made again.

In the last Congress, I joined 143 of
my colleagues to cosponsor a congres-
sional resolution recognizing the Ar-
menian genocide. The resolution ex-
pressly differentiated between the
Ottoman Empire and the modern day
Republic of Turkey. We understand
these are not the same governments.

Unfortunately, despite hard-fought
efforts, the resolution was never able
to come to the House floor last Con-
gress because of concerns, in my mind
concerns without merit, with Turkey’s
reaction. I believed then, as I do now,
that it remains important for the Con-
gress to go on the record.

Beyond affirming the U.S. record on
the Armenian genocide, the resolution
encouraged awareness and under-
standing of what genocide is, and this
crime against humanity has been com-
pounded to this day by those who
refuse to recognize it. The victims and
their families, many of whom live in
the United States, are owed this rec-
ognition. That is why we must have
this resolution pass this floor.

In my home State of California, the
State Board of Education has incor-
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porated the story of Armenian geno-
cide in the social studies curriculum.
California is doing the right thing.

As of last September, California law
now permits victims of the Armenian
genocide and their heirs to use Cali-
fornia courts to pursue unpaid insur-
ance claims. The tentative settlement
reached between heirs of Armenian
genocide victims and New York Life In-
surance over claims that New York
Life failed to honor are an estimated
2,600 valid insurance claims. That is a
good start.

The Armenian genocide is not simply
a problem of the past; it has implica-
tions for the future. Our actions now
will lay the groundwork for addressing
genocide whenever it threatens to
erupt again.

Many of the survivors of the genocide
and their descendents now live, as I
say, in the United States, many in
California. This 85-year-old tragedy is
more than an event in history. By rec-
ognizing and learning about the crime
against humanity, we can begin to
honor the courage of its victims and
commemorate the strides made by its
survivors.

————
[ 1930

HIV AND AIDS PANDEMIC HAS
DEVASTATED MANY COUNTRIES
IN AFRICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Michigan). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Mrs. CLAYTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
before my colleagues to talk about the
HIV and AIDS pandemic. The AIDS
pandemic has devastated many coun-
tries in Africa, leaving few men and
women and children untouched. Sub-
Sahara Africa has been far more se-
verely infected by AIDS than any other
part of the world. In 16 countries, all in
sub-Sahara Africa, more than 1 in 10
adults is affected by the HIV virus.

According to a joint report issued by
the United Nations Program on HIV
and AIDS, one-half or more of all 15
year-olds will eventually die of AIDS in
some of the worst areas affected such
as Zambia, South Africa, and Bot-
swana. Over 34 million HIV/AIDS cases
are in the world, and 24 million or 70
percent are in Africa.

I recently visited Botswana to see up
close the destruction this disease has
caused. Approximately 35 percent of
Botswana’s adult population is affected
by HIV. AIDS has cut the life expect-
ancy in Botswana from 71 years to 39,
according to Karen Stanecki of the
United States Census Bureau during an
appearance at an international AIDS
conference held in South Africa in July
of 2000.

The visit that I made strengthened
my conviction to do my part in bring-
ing the awareness to this issue and to
work with my colleagues in Congress,
national governments, State and local
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governments, and activists around the
world to do more for the people who
have the virus and to do more to stop
the spread of the disease.

Soon after I returned from Botswana,
I sponsored an HIV/AIDS roundtable
discussion in my district that consists
of public health officials, community
activists, HIV/AIDS case managers,
community health providers, doctors,
individuals suffering from HIV/AIDS. I
sponsored this roundtable because my
district in eastern North Carolina has a
high incidence of HIV/AIDS.

BEastern North Carolina, which in-
cludes more than my district, all on
the south side of 95 North, the Inter-
state, about 256 counties indeed have 30
percent of the State’s HIV disease.
That only represents, by the way, only
20 percent of our population. Clearly
this is an issue that is affecting us both
domestically as well as internation-
ally.

Given the loss of lives AIDS has
caused, the destruction of entire com-
munities, the long-term impact of eco-
nomic growth, we must step up our ef-
fort to fight the devastating disease.
With children dying at the age of 15
and the life expectancy in most of Afri-
ca of 45 years for children born in some
countries, something must be done. In-
deed, children being born in these
countries cannot expect to live long.
There is very little future.

To ignore the problem is to our own
peril, but to know the impact of AIDS
and then to ignore it is to our own
shame.

I applaud the pharmaceutical compa-
nies for dropping the lawsuit to pre-
vent South Africa from importing
cheaper anti-AIDS drugs and medi-
cines. Now we must increase efforts to
provide affordable anti-AIDS drugs to
all who need them. I challenge the
pharmaceutical industry, countries
worldwide, and the United States gov-
ernment to engage in a collected effort
to get the necessary drugs to people in-
fected with HIV/AIDS.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD two publications on this issue,
one from The New York Times and the
other from The Washington Post, as
follows:

[From the New York Times, Apr. 21, 2001]
DESPITE LEGAL VICTORY, SOUTH AFRICA
HESITATES ON AIDS DRUGS
(By Rachel L. Swarns)

JOHANNESBURG, April 20.—With the Cham-
pagne consumed and the celebration over,
advocates for AIDS patients today turned
their attention from the South African gov-
ernment’s legal victory over the drug indus-
try and looked to the future.

With sinking hearts, many concluded that
the next big barrier to expanding access to
AIDS drugs might well be the government
itself.

The drug industry conceded South Africa’s
right to import cheaper brand-name medi-
cines, but the governing African National
Congress was not aggressively charting the
way forward.

Instead, in its online newspaper, the party
was ticking off countless reasons why the
country should think twice about providing
lifesaving AIDS cocktails.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-20T17:36:05-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




