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AMERICA NEEDS A REAL ENERGY
POLICY

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to welcome all my colleagues back
to Washington, D.C. It is obvious that
spring is here and that summer is just
around the corner; and soon no doubt
air conditioners will be going full force
and the energy crisis that has gripped
the West will only get worse.

Nevadans are well aware of the en-
ergy crisis which has overcome one of
our neighbors, California. First there
were rolling blackouts, now massive
rate hikes, up to 46 percent for some 10
million homes and businesses.

As Californians work to solve its en-
ergy problems, this Congress must ad-
dress the energy crisis looming over
our entire Nation. For too long the
U.S. has operated without a responsible
energy policy, and now Americans are
beginning to pay the price. We need a
responsible and reliable energy policy.
Let us face it, Mr. Speaker, in the 21st
century we expect the lights to go on
and the air conditioning to work with-
out fail. We must address the rolling
blackouts, rate hikes, and consumer
aggravation; and we must establish a
real energy policy that meets the needs
of modern America.

TUBERCULOSIS IS SPREADING
RAPIDLY THROUGH THE DEVEL-
OPING WORLD

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the threat of tuberculosis is spreading
rapidly throughout the developing
world, and ultimately in this country.

TB is the greatest infectious killer of
adults worldwide. More than one-third
of African AIDS victims actually end
up, in the end, dying from tuberculosis.
1,100 people a day are dying from tuber-
culosis in India. It kills 2 million peo-
ple worldwide per year, one person
every 15 seconds.

We have a very small window of op-
portunity, during which stopping TB
would be very cost effective.
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In the developing world, the cost can
be as little as $20; $20 can save gen-
erally a pretty young life. If we wait or
go too slowly, more drug-resistant TB
will emerge. It costs billions to control
with no guarantee of success. Drug-re-
sistant TB is at least 100 times more
expensive in developing countries, and
is 100 times more expensive in the
United States to cure than nondrug-re-
sistant TB.

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced legis-
lation to combat TB here and abroad.
We have an opportunity to save mil-
lions of lives now and prevent millions
of needless deaths, not just overseas,
but ultimately in this country.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
consider joining several dozen of us as
cosponsors in our fight to eliminate tu-
berculosis.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 641

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XII, I ask unani-
mous consent to have my name re-
moved as a cosponsor of H.R. 641.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that he will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after debate has
concluded on all motions to suspend
the rules, but not before 6 p.m. today.

———

CONCERNING PARTICIPATION OF
TAIWAN IN WORLD HEALTH OR-
GANIZATION

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 428) concerning the participation
of Taiwan in the World Health Organi-
zation, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 428

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION
OF TAIWAN IN THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION (WHO).

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Good health is a basic right for every
citizen of the world and access to the highest
standards of health information and services
is necessary to help guarantee this right.

(2) Direct and unobstructed participation
in international health cooperation forums
and programs is therefore crucial for all
parts of the world, especially with today’s
greater potential for the cross-border spread
of various infectious diseases such as AIDS.

(3) Taiwan’s population of 23,500,000 people
is larger than that of 3 of the member states
already in the World Health Organization
(WHO).

(4) Taiwan’s achievements in the field of
health are substantial, including one of the
highest life expectancy levels in Asia, mater-
nal and infant mortality rates comparable to
those of western countries, the eradication
of such infectious diseases as cholera, small-
pox, and the plague, and the first to be rid of
polio and to provide children with free hepa-
titis B vaccinations.

(5) The United States Centers for Disease
Control and its Taiwan counterpart agencies
have enjoyed close collaboration on a wide
range of public health issues.

(6) In recent years Taiwan has expressed a
willingness to assist financially and tech-
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nically in international aid and health ac-
tivities supported by the WHO.

(7) On January 14, 2001, an earthquake, reg-
istering between 7.6 and 7.9 on the Richter
scale, struck El Salvador. In response, the
Taiwanese government sent 2 rescue teams,
consisting of 90 individuals specializing in
firefighting, medicine, and civil engineering.
The Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
also donated $200,000 in relief aid to the Sal-
vadoran Government.

(8) The World Health Assembly has allowed
observers to participate in the activities of
the organization, including the Palestine
Liberation Organization in 1974, the Order of
Malta, and the Holy See in the early 1950’s.

(9) The United States, in the 1994 Taiwan
Policy Review, declared its intention to sup-
port Taiwan’s participation in appropriate
international organizations.

(10) Public Law 106-137 required the Sec-
retary of State to submit a report to the
Congress on efforts by the executive branch
to support Taiwan’s participation in inter-
national organizations, in particular the
WHO.

(11) In light of all the benefits that Tai-
wan’s participation in the WHO can bring to
the state of health not only in Taiwan, but
also regionally and globally, Taiwan and its
23,500,000 people should have appropriate and
meaningful participation in the WHO.

(b) PLAN.—The Secretary of State shall ini-
tiate a United States plan to endorse and ob-
tain observer status for Taiwan at the an-
nual week-long summit of the World Health
Assembly in May 2001 in Geneva, Switzer-
land, and shall instruct the United States
delegation to Geneva to implement that
plan.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 14 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State shall submit a written re-
port to the Congress in unclassified form
containing the plan required under sub-
section (b).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. LEACH) and the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. LEACH).

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this
legislation which would require the ad-
ministration to initiate a plan to en-
dorse and obtain observer status for
Taiwan in the World Health Organiza-
tion during the May 2001 World Health
Assembly meeting in Geneva.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) for initiating this resolu-
tion. I would like to stress that noth-
ing in this bill implies a change in this
country’s one China policy, which has
been based for over 30 years on three
communiques and the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act; but care should be taken not
to arbitrarily exclude the 23 million
people of Taiwan from appropriate eco-
nomic and humanitarian venues.

This legislation recommends a sym-
bolic step underscoring that where sov-
ereignty is not in question, Taiwan
ought to be brought into as many
international organizations as possible.
It already is a member of the Asian De-
velopment Bank, as well as APEC. In
this context, WHO is a constructive
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and thoughtful avenue for inter-
national participation by the govern-
ment and people of Taiwan.

Mr. Speaker, disease and national
disasters know no borders. Indeed, ar-
guably the greatest international issue
in the world today may be disease con-
trol, whether we are discussing the
issue of HIV/AIDS, TB or other commu-
nicable diseases.

What the WHO issue symbolizes is a
people-oriented concern for control of
disease. Taiwan should not be excluded
from such concern, and in fact has
stepped forward to provide, in a num-
ber of instances, assistance and relief
in other parts of the world, such as the
recent earthquake circumstance in El
Salvador.

Let me say this is a very modest
step. It is a symbolic step, and it is a
step towards achievement of observer
status in a very appropriate humani-
tarian international organization.
Other groups, such as the PLO and the
Knights of Malta, have observer status
at the World Health Assembly, and it
would be very appropriate that Taiwan
should accede to the same type of sta-
tus.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. LEACH) for yielding me
this time and for his leadership and as-
sistance on this issue.

On May 20 of last year, Chen Shui-
bian was sworn in as the President of
Taiwan. This was a historic event, the
first major transfer of power from one
political party to a rival political party
in Chinese or Taiwanese history. Ma-
ture democracies like ours take such
political shifts for granted, but the
peaceful exchange of power in many re-
gions of the world is a rare legacy. Tai-
wan now shares in it.

Taiwan has evolved into a stable,
prosperous nation governed by the rule
of law. Taiwan’s 40-year journey to-
ward democracy is a success story, one
which we should celebrate, one which
we should acknowledge, and we should
reward that process.

Mr. Speaker, to that end I introduced
H.R. 428 requiring the State Depart-
ment to initiate a plan to endorse and
obtain observer status for Taiwan in
this year’s World Health Assembly.
Ninety-two colleagues have joined in
cosponsoring this bill. Fostering Tai-
wan’s participation in the World
Health Assembly is a modest step, but
a meaningful one. Observer status in
the World Health Organization does
not require statehood. As the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH) said, the
Knights of Malta, the Palestinian Lib-
eral Organization, the Vatican, and Ro-
tary International all share observer
status at the WHO.

Mr. Speaker, passing this bill will be
a significant victory for every Tai-
wanese citizen, and for every American
who cares about human rights. Chil-
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dren and families suffer from the ef-
fects of inadequate health care, wheth-
er they live in Washington or Geneva
or Taipei or Beijing. With the high fre-
quency of international travel and the
increase in international trade, the
risk of transmitting infectious diseases
such as malaria and tuberculosis and
AIDS within and across national bor-
ders is greater than ever.

Mr. Speaker, 3 years ago Taiwan suf-
fered an outbreak of enterovirus 71, a
potentially fatal disease that causes se-
vere inflammation of muscles sur-
rounding the brain, heart and spinal
cord. Infants and children are particu-
larly vulnerable to this highly con-
tagious virus. Unfortunately, the Tai-
wanese doctors treating this virus did
not have access to the medical re-
sources because they do not have ob-
server status at WHO. By the time the
outbreak was under control, 70 Tai-
wanese children had died.

Mr. Speaker, had Taiwan been per-
mitted to draw on WHO expertise,
these children might still be alive. The
fact that Taiwan remains handicapped
in its effort to combat global illness is
a tragedy. The fact that Taiwan re-
mains handicapped in its efforts to
save children is a crime, in some sense,
in which we are all implicated. Our
government’s tacit support for the sta-
tus quo, our unwillingness to fight for
Taiwan’s participation in the World
Health Organization is not only short-
sighted, it is unjustifiable.

Infectious diseases do not respect po-
litically driven distinctions or politi-
cally drawn national borders. Infec-
tious diseases travel. If there is TB in
Taiwan, there will more likely be TB in
the United States. If there is AIDS in
South Africa, there will be, inevitably
be, AIDS in Western Europe. Global ill-
nesses are just that: Global. No coun-
try is immune when one country faces
a health crisis.

This week, the administration de-
cided to sell four KIDD Class destroy-
ers to Taiwan, despite threats from
China. If our commitment to Taiwan is
strong enough to justify supporting its
military defense, it is certainly strong
enough to justify supporting access to
global health resources for Taiwan’s
23.5 million people.

Mr. Speaker, Taiwan is a country
with a strong medical community.
They have good scientific research,
have a good public health community;
and with their participation in WHO,
they will contribute to the WHO as
WHO information contributes to Tai-
wan.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the strong
support that H.R. 428 has received from
both sides of the aisle, and I look for-
ward to the bill’s passage today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER), who is a physi-
cian and has practiced medicine around
the world.
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Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I support
this resolution, and agree with the in-
tent of the sponsors in bringing it for-
ward today.

As a family doctor who has worked in
medicine in several different nations,
including Africa and Asia, I know that
health problems and disease do not
wait for political divisions to be solved
or for political problems to be over-
come. Ten days ago during this recess,
I visited Sierra Leone and Guinea. I
had worked in Sierra Leone for 6
months in 1983 and 1984. For the last 10
years, there has been a civil war going
on in Sierra Leone which is now going
across the border into Guinea. I was
helicoptered to the site of the hospital
I worked at 10 years ago. The hospital
had been burned to the ground several
years ago by the rebels. Some of the
villagers that were there told me that
there were a number of people Killed by
the RUF, this rebel force, when they
destroyed the hospital.

Mr. Speaker, why am I bringing up
this issue on this resolution with Tai-
wan; because the rebels in Sierra Leone
have been supported by Charles Taylor,
the leader of Liberia. And Taiwan, un-
fortunately, contrary to every nation
in the world, has been developing clos-
er ties over this last decade with
Charles Taylor in Liberia. The Tai-
wanese government has been very clear
it is because Charles Taylor has ex-
pressed support for Taiwan in their ef-
forts to be included in the United Na-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, while the United States
has been supportive of Taiwan, I hope
that the government of Taiwan will be
sensitive to the international commu-
nity’s efforts to end support for these
rebels in Sierra Leone. From press re-
ports, Taiwanese government officials
have been quoted as praising Charles
Taylor for promoting peace and dia-
logue in West Africa. Charles Taylor
has not been promoting peace and dia-
logue, he has been promoting violence
and a brutal civil war; and I encourage
our friends in Taiwan to be a part of
the international community, just like
they want to be a part of the WHO and
end their developing relationship with
Charles Taylor.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) who has fought for
justice around the world.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
take this opportunity to actually com-
mend all of those who are sponsors of
this bill. As a matter of fact, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) and oth-
ers have understood the tremendous
developments that are taking place in
Taiwan.

Mr. Speaker, I recently had the good
fortune to be in Taiwan and meet with
health officials, and they have devel-
oped serious movement towards high
quality health care and health services.
As a matter of fact, there is much that
other countries could, in fact, learn
from what they have been able to do;
and so I would join with those who urge



April 24, 2001

that they be provided opportunity to
enter into the dialogue at the World
Health Organization in all of its ac-
tions and interactions so that not only
will they benefit, but so that the rest
of the world can benefit from what
they have learned and what they are
doing.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of the legislation before us, H.R.
428, which calls for Taiwan's participation in
the World Health Organization (WHO). To fa-
cilitate this important goal, the measure re-
quires the Secretary of State to undertake ef-
forts to endorse and obtain observer status for
Taiwan at next month’s summit meeting in Ge-
neva of the World Health Assembly, and for
the Secretary to submit the plan of action to
Congress.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the author of the
legislation, the distinguished gentleman from
Ohio, Mr. SHERROD BROWN, for his leadership
on this issue. | further commend the gen-
tleman from lllinois, Mr. HYDE, the Chairman
of the House International Relations Com-
mittee, and the Committee’s Ranking Demo-
crat, the gentleman from California, Mr. LAN-
T0s, for bringing this matter to the floor. | am
proud to join my colleagues as a co-sponsor
of this bipartisan legislation.

Mr. Speaker, the World Health Organization
(WHO) is the preeminent international health
organization on the planet. In its charter, the
WHO sets forth the crucial objective of attain-
ing the highest possible level of health for all
people, yet today the 23 million citizens of Tai-
wan are still denied appropriate and meaning-
ful participation in the international health fo-
rums and programs conducted by the WHO.
This is simply wrong and inexcusable, Mr.
Speaker, and Congress has spoken out in the
past that this should be corrected.

Access to the World Health Organization
ensures that the highest standards of health
information and services are provided, facili-
tating the eradication of disease and improve-
ment of public health worldwide. The work of
the WHO is particularly crucial today given the
tremendous volume of international travel,
which has heightened the transmission of
communicable diseases between borders.

With over 190 participants in the World
Health Organization, it is a travesty that Tai-
wan is not permitted to receive WHO benefits,
especially when you consider Taiwan’s 23 mil-
lion citizens outnumber the population of
three-fourths of the WHO'’s member states.
This lack of access to WHO protections has
caused the good people of Taiwan to suffer
needlessly, such as in 1998 when a deadly,
yet preventable, virus killed 70 Taiwanese chil-
dren and infected more than 1,100 others.

Mr. Speaker, there is no good nor valid rea-
son why Taiwan should be denied observer
status with the World Health Organization. As
a strong democracy and one of the world's
most robust economies, Taiwan rightfully
should participate in the health services and
medical protections offered by the WHO. Con-
versely, the WHO stands to benefit signifi-
cantly from the financial and technological
contributions that Taiwan has offered many
times in the past.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly urge our colleagues
to adopt this worthy and important legislation.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of the initiative by the gentleman from
Ohio, Mr. BROWN, concerning Taiwan'’s partici-
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pation in the World Health Organization. |
comment our Distinguished Chairman Mr.
HYDE and our ranking Minority Member, Mr.
LANTOS and the Subcommittee Chairmen and
Ranking Minority Members of the International
Operations and Human Rights and East Asia
and the Pacific for crafting and bringing this
resolution to the Floor at this time.

As Secretary Powell noted in testimony be-
fore our Committee, there should be ways for
Taiwan to enjoy the full benefits of participa-
tion in international organizations without
being a member. H.R. 428 only calls for the
Secretary of State to initiate a U.S. plan to en-
dorse and obtain observer status at the World
Health Organization (WHO) for Taiwan.

In recent years Taiwan has expressed a
willingness to assist financially and technically
in international aid and health activities sup-
ported by the WHO, but has not been able to
render such assistance because Taiwan is not
a member of the WHO.

The WHO has allowed observers to partici-
pate in the activities of the organization, in-
cluding the Palestinian Liberation Organiza-
tion, the Knights of Malta, and the Vatican.

Along with many of my colleagues, | am ex-
tremely disappointed that Taiwan is not a full
member of the UN and all international organi-
zations that its democratically led government
wishes to join. Although this resolution does
not absolutely address this concern it is never-
theless a first step in addressing the problem
that confronts Taiwan.

Accordingly | strongly support H.R. 428.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 428, a bill concerning
Taiwan and the World Health Organization
(WHO), and commend Representative BROWN
for his work on this issue. H.R. 428 would rec-
ognize that Taiwan and its 21 million people
deserve an appropriate role in the WHO.

There are three things the bill seeks to pro-
mote. First, H.R. 428 puts the U.S. Congress
on record, again, as strongly supporting Tai-
wan’s request to play a more active role in
international organizations. This support re-
flects the results of the 1994 Taiwan Policy
Review conducted by the Clinton Administra-
tion which declared its intention to support Tai-
wan’'s participation in international organiza-
tions and to make every effort to make sure
that this important goal is accomplished.

Second, this legislation will move Taiwan to-
ward membership in the WHO. Such member-
ship could benefit Taiwan tremendously. For
example, in 1998, the WHO was unable to as-
sist Taiwan with an outbreak of a virus that
killed 70 children and infected 1,100 more.
WHO membership could have prevented
needless deaths and sickness.

Third, the WHO could benefit enormously
from Taiwan’'s more active participation in the
WHO. Taiwan has made tremendous achieve-
ments in the field of health, and the WHO
should have full access to Taiwan’s technical
and financial assistance.

Mr. Speaker, the bill requires the State De-
partment to initiate a plan to endorse and ob-
tain observer status for Taiwan at the annual
summit of the World Health Assembly, next
month in Geneva. | believe that this is an ap-
propriate step for the United States to take in
support Taiwan’s participation in international
organizations.

| urge my colleagues to support the bill.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, this bill is a step
in the right direction. It requires the Secretary
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of State to endorse and to work to obtain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the World Health
Organization.

The 24 million people of Taiwan are building
a thriving Democracy.

It's the policy of the United States to support
Taiwan’s participation in International Organi-
zations.

To lead the Free World, we must act on our
responsibility by standing up for democracy
and our democratic allies.

Taiwan is an island of freedom, but it is sur-
rounded by the constant threat of Communist
oppression from Mainland China.

Taiwan'’s participation in world organizations
deserves recognition. They are one of our
largest trading partners and they are a free
and democratic nation that has recently under-
taken a free, peaceful, democratic transition of
power.

If we are going to support international orga-
nizations, we can't deny admission to free,
democratic societies, with populations and
economies that are larger than three quarters
of the other participating nations. That would
be unfair and it would constitute an abdication
of American leadership.

Taiwan is a symbol of freedom and oppor-
tunity for the billion and a half Chinese held
captive under communist rule.

Democracy, and the support for human
rights that goes with it, is spreading through-
out the world—we should reward and encour-
age it at every possible opportunity.

We should stand by our friends. We should
stand up for freedom and democracy. We
should never waver on matters of fundamental
principle. And that means we must stand with
Taiwan.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 428, which states that Taiwan should
have appropriate and meaningful participation
in the World Health Organization (WHO). The
legislation also requires the State Department
to initiate a U.S. plan to endorse and obtain
observer status for Taiwan at the annual sum-
mit of the World Health Assembly in May 2001
in Geneva. In particular, | would like to com-
mend Representative SHERROD BROWN for his
leadership on this issue.

In the 1994 Taiwan Policy Review Act, the
U.S. declared its intention to support Taiwan’s
participation in international organizations. We
should abide by our intentions and support
Taiwan'’s participation at the WHO.

The WHO is an organization dedicated to
preventing the spread of disease and coordi-
nating efforts on international health work. In a
time when resources to fight global infectious
diseases are scarce, we should encourage as-
sistance and coordination from all sources.
The global efforts to save lives should not take
a back seat to China’'s global campaign
against Taiwan.

Taiwan should be able to benefit from and
contribute to the work of the WHO. As an offi-
cial observer, Taiwan would assist in pre-
venting the spread of global diseases. Tai-
wan’s achievements in health are substantial,
including high life expectancy levels and low
maternal and infant mortality rates compared
to other developed countries. Taiwan could
assist both financially and technically in inter-
national aid and health activities benefiting
people all over the world. Unfortunately, Tai-
wan has been unable to render such assist-
ance through the WHO because it is not able
to participate.
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Taiwan’s WHO entry is clearly being held
hostage to the Chinese government. Last
year, Beijing successfully blocked Taiwan’'s
observer status in the World Health Organiza-
tion. China led nine other nations—including
Cuba and Pakistan in striking down Taiwan’s
motion “due to international political realities
and China’s objections.” It is time for the U.S.
to honor its commitments and support the right
of 21 million Taiwanese people to assist and
benefit from WHO participation.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I would just like to conclude by again
congratulating the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) for this fine resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 428, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

—————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 428.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

——
O 1430

URGING THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES TO SUPPORT
EVENTS SUCH AS THE “IN-
CREASE THE PEACE DAY”

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 113) urging the House of
Representatives to support events such
as the ‘‘Increase the Peace Day.”

The Clerk read as follows:

H. REs. 113

Whereas in order to promote non-violence,
respect and responsibility, the students of
Challenger Middle School in Lake Los Ange-
les, California, in conjunction with the Mu-
seum of Tolerance in Los Angeles, hold each
year an ‘‘Increase the Peace Day’’ program
on April 20; and

Whereas as part of the program, students
signed the following pledge:

“I will honor the memory of the victims of
school violence by committing myself to
finding a peaceful solution to my own con-
flicts with others.
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‘I will not hit another person for any rea-
son.

“I will not threaten another person, even
as a joke.

“I will report all rumors of violence to the
nearest adult and to all adults who will lis-
ten to me.

“I will smile at students I don’t know when
I make eye contact.

“I will talk to my parents about what
takes place in school.

“I will remind myself and others that the
diversity of the United States is one of our
main strengths.

“I will be aware that I have choices in life
and that I am responsible for my own ac-
tions.

“I will be considerate of other people and
their feelings.

“I will not spread rumors.

“I will not call other people names that
are hurtful to them.

“I will help make the world a better place
one smile at a time.

“I will ask for help when I am confused or
lonely.

“I will make others aware of these pledges
in order to spread this message of peace.

“I will take the responsibility as a citizen
of this great nation to make our country a
more peaceful place by doing my own part to
Increase the Peace.”’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives urges schools across the United States
to participate in similar ‘‘Increase the Peace
Day’’ events.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from California (Mr.
McKEON) and the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SoLIS) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. MCKEON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McKEON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 113.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ask my
colleagues to support H. Res. 113, which
is an important resolution that urges
the House of Representatives to sup-
port ‘‘Increase the Peace Day’ events
throughout the country.

Just last Friday, on April 20, stu-
dents, teachers, parents and commu-
nity leaders from the Antelope Valley
in my congressional district held an
“Increase the Peace Day.” This was
the second ‘‘Increase the Peace Day”’
and coincides with the anniversary of
the Columbine High School tragedy.
The program featured the formation of
a human peace sign, presentations by
representatives of the Simon
Wiesenthal Center’s Museum of Toler-
ance and the granting of ‘‘Increase the
Peace’ awards to youths who have pre-
vented violence at their schools. One of
the highlights of the day was when the
students signed an ‘‘Increase the
Peace’ pledge, outlining how they
could avoid similar acts of violence on
their campuses.
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Among the promises in the pledge
were to find a peaceful solution to con-
flicts, to not hit another person, to not
threaten another person, to report all
rumors of violence to an adult, to cele-
brate diversity, and to seek help when
feeling lonely or confused. I was proud
to join the other supporters of ‘“‘In-
crease the Peace Day’’ and be a part of
this incredible event.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a
moment to recognize the outstanding
efforts of teacher Bruce Galler at Chal-
lenger Middle School, who came up
with the original idea for ‘‘Increase the
Peace Day” because he believes that
something can and should be done.
Bruce uses a quote by Edward Everett
Hale on literature to promote the
event, and I believe it illustrates what
was accomplished on ‘‘Increase the
Peace Day.” The quote is as follows: “I
am only one, but I am one. I cannot do
everything, but I can do something. I
will not let what I cannot do interfere
with what I can do.”

At the first ‘‘Increase the Peace
Day”’ last year, I promised to introduce
a resolution in order to show that as
one Member of Congress, I can do
something to highlight this important
event, to encourage all Americans to
reject anger and hate, and to instead
promote peace and community.

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate
Bruce and his students for hosting last
week’s events. The first event that
they held last year was at Challenger
Middle School and included the stu-
dents from Challenger. This year they
expanded it to include the whole com-
munity, and students were bused from
many schools around the area. It was
an exciting event.

At the end of the event, when the dif-
ferent resolutions had been presented,
the students all came onto the field
and formed this large peace symbol,
and we had a helicopter from the local
Marine base that flew over and took
pictures of the event. It was exciting
and a great thing to be part of.

It was wonderful to see what the
youth did do of a positive nature. We
hear so often of the negative things
and we do not hear of the positive
events, and there are many great won-
derful, positive events happening
around this country.

In closing, I urge all of my colleagues
to support this resolution and to en-
courage their own local communities
to institute a similar program.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the gentleman from California (Mr.
MCKEON).

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to talk
about a subject close to my heart, and
that is promoting tolerance and diver-
sity. I commend the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCcKEON) for intro-
ducing House Resolution 113, which
urges us to recognize events such as
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