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Zaharsky, recipient of this year’s United Cere-
bral Palsy (UCP) of Hudson County, New Jer-
sey, ‘‘Lifetime Achievement’’ Award.

As the first Executive Director of UCP, ‘‘Min-
nie’’ Zaharsky was instrumental in managing
the overall operation of the agency. In an ef-
fort to address the growing needs of children
suffering from cerebral palsy in Hudson Coun-
ty, Mrs. Zaharsky and the UCP successfully
worked to obtain Medicaid coverage for chil-
dren to receive therapies and services pro-
vided by the UCP. This fantastic feat made it
possible for several families to provide their
children with the necessary examinations and
therapies needed to treat cerebral palsy.

During her tenure at UCP, Mrs. Zaharsky
was humble and dynamic in her many roles.
As a parent volunteer, she put in several
hours answering phones, typing letters, sched-
uling appointments, and providing transpor-
tation to families who otherwise would not
have had access to the facilities at UCP. Fur-
thermore, she raised funds to keep the UCP
agency in secure financial standing.

Whether she was organizing auctions to
raise needed funds, or answering phones,
Mrs. Zaharsky exemplified true leadership.

For her years of outstanding work and chari-
table dedication, I ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Mrs. Zaharsky for being
one of the recipients of the UCP ‘‘Lifetime
Achievement’’ Award.
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SALUTING THE 2001 JOHNSON
COUNTY, KANSAS YOUTH VOLUN-
TEER AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. DENNIS MOORE
OF KANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 3, 2001

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise again
today to salute twenty-eight outstanding young
Kansans from Johnson County, Kansas, who
will be recognized on Friday, May 4th, at an
informal reception honoring their volunteer
service. Youth Excelling in Service [YES], a
program of the Volunteer Center of Johnson
County, has invited Johnson County leaders
and educators to this reception honoring the
twenty-eight Outstanding Youth Volunteers
who will be featured in the upcoming ‘‘Movers
and Shakers’’ publication. I will present the
young people with a Congressional Award for
their contributions to the community, and YES
will spotlight the role these committed young
people play in addressing community needs.

Johnson County’s young people are becom-
ing increasingly involved in service to their
community and the stories of their accomplish-
ments are powerful. The twenty-eight ‘‘Movers
and Shakers’’ to be honored at the reception
testify to the fact my congressional district’s
young people see needs in their communities
and are ready, willing and able to meet those
needs by investing their time and skills. These
young people are passionate about chal-
lenging, motivating and recruiting other young
people to likewise take the plunge into volun-
teer service. I am pleased to have this oppor-
tunity to place in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
profiles of twelve ‘‘Movers and Shakers’’ who
were not included in my RECORD submission
of May 1st on this topic.

Snow Fain, 17, Blue Valley North High
School. Snow volunteers with her parents

through the Leawood Arts Council in addition
to activities through Rotary, KC Art Coalition,
Habitat for Humanity, her church and others.
She has volunteered over 100 hours.

Lisa Kornfeld, 16, Shawnee Mission West
High School. Through her activities with her
school’s service organization, JAWS (Join Ac-
tive West Students), Lisa has volunteered over
100 hours. She has also volunteered through
National Honor Society and Girls to Women.

Anna Clark and Aaryn Clark, 18, Olathe
East High School. These twins have volun-
teered nearly 400 hours each through many
different activities. They have spent the most
time as camp counselors for children with
physical or mental challenges. Other activities
they have been a part of include Olathe Youth
Court, tutoring and church projects. They have
been volunteering through National Honor So-
ciety for two years.

Rachele Davis, 16, St. Thomas Aquinas
High School. Rachele has volunteered over
225 hours in a variety of areas, including
youth services, elderly assistance and home-
lessness. Her volunteer organizations include:
Olathe Medical Center, Hunger House, Na-
tional Historical Society of the DAR, Johnson
County Christmas Bureau, and Johnson Coun-
ty 4–H.

Ryan Davis, 17, St. Thomas Aquinas High
School. Ryan has accumulated 155 hours of
volunteer service through the Johnson County
4–H, Habitat for Humanity, Johnson County
Christmas Bureau, and Bikes and Trikes for
Tykes. He often volunteers with his sister,
Rachele Davis (listed previously).

Rosa Gabel, 18, Olathe South High School.
Rosa’s volunteer activities include: arts and
crafts, youth services, collecting and donating
items and gardening and groundskeeping
work. She has worked with the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society on fundraising activities
and also with the Johnson County Christmas
Bureau.

Steve Evans, 18, Bishop Miege High
School. Steve has served 300 hours as a vol-
unteer through Johnson County Youth Court,
where he is a youth attorney and judge. Addi-
tionally, Steve’s activities have also included
projects addressing hunger and homeless-
ness.

Amy Johnson, 12, Leawood Middle School.
Amy has served 58 hours of volunteer work
through her school and the Kansas Humane
Society. She has also volunteered for cam-
paign work.

Brad Buser, 18, Mill Valley High School.
Brad volunteers through a class at his high
school and has accumulated over 150 hours
of service. Brad’s service areas include: youth
services, collecting and donating goods, elder-
ly assistance, hunger and homelessness, and
gardening and groundskeeping.

Lori Wadham, 16, Blue Valley High School,
Lori has completed 300 hours of community
service through several organizations and in a
variety of areas, including youth services, el-
derly assistance and home repair and building.
She was inspired to volunteer through her 4–
H club and plans to continue to expand her
volunteer efforts.

Robby Smith, 16, Shawnee Mission East.
Robby has been an active volunteer for John-
son County Youth Court. He has accumulated
over 100 hours there as a defense attorney for
youth with first-time, nonviolent offenses.

CELEBRATING CINCO DE MAYO
CON ORGULLO

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 3, 2001

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring attention to the historic day of
Cinco de Mayo. This holiday, celebrated each
year on the fifth of May, is a very symbolic
and cultural day for people of Mexican ances-
try.

Cinco de Mayo honors the 1862 victory of
the Mexican armed forces against the invading
French army in the Battle of Puebla, and
marks an important milestone in Mexico’s
struggle to retain its sovereignty. It has since
been a day when Latinos honor their spirit of
struggle, dignity, and respect for their cultural
heritage.

Unfortunately, many Cinco de Mayo cele-
brations have been marred by violence, over-
consumption of alcohol, and other serious
problems. This issue is compounded by the
fact that Latino communities suffer dispropor-
tionately from the negative effects of alcohol
use and abuse, high rates of alcohol-related
diseases and death, an inordinate number of
traffic fatalities and alcohol-related driving vio-
lations, and many types of alcohol involved vi-
olence.

In light of this, many persons of Mexican an-
cestry desire to have family oriented, alcohol
and tobacco free Cinco de Mayo celebrations.
Rather than partaking in festivities that con-
tinue to exploit people through the sale of
large amounts of alcoholic beverages, they
are choosing to focus on embracing and ele-
vating the cultural significance of this historical
event and Latinos in general.

The Latino Council on Alcohol and Tobacco
(LCAT) has joined with CalPartners Coalition
and California Latino Leadership United for
Healthy Communities in their statewide Cinco
de Mayo 2001 campaign, ‘‘Sembrando
Nuestras Tradiciones.’’ This campaign aims to
make all residents of the U.S. aware of the
true significance of the Cinco de Mayo, reduce
the pernicious influence of the alcohol indus-
try, draw public attention to the negative ef-
fects of alcohol use and abuse upon persons
of Mexican ancestry, and promote alcohol and
tobacco-free celebrations.

I commend the effort of these groups and
encourage people to celebrate this important
Mexican holiday with dignity and respect, to
refrain from immoderate consumption of alco-
holic beverages, to work to promote the health
of the entire community, and to reject efforts
by alcohol promoters who misuse Cinco de
Mayo by engaging in advertising and pro-
motions designed to encourage heavy drink-
ing.
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ENCOURAGE THE PRESIDENT TO
PROTECT NATIONAL FORESTS

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 3, 2001

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, by May 4, 2001, the Bush adminis-
tration must publicly reveal its plans to either
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protect forests or continue to allow the con-
struction of roads into our nation’s remaining
pristine forest areas.

For the past thirty years, Congress has
been part of the debate over protecting na-
tional forests from activities that put economic
interests above ecological concerns. We have
had debate after debate on the merits of a
380,000 mile road network, the role of tax-
payer dollars in expanding the existing net-
work, and the appropriate balance between
preservation and multiple-use.

News reports indicate that the Bush Admin-
istration plans to dilute or overturn the historic
roadless conservation plan proposed under
the Clinton Administration.

Over 1 million Americans submitted com-
ments to the Forest Service during the lengthy
public comment period in which over 600 pub-
lic hearings were held, including at least one
hearing for each national forest that might be
affected by the policy.

More Americans spoke out in favor of this
historic conservation plan than on any other
federal rule-making in history. The public is
clear—it wants to protect America’s remaining
pristine forests.

The problem that the Bush Administration
faces on this issue is that some very power-
ful—if narrow—special interests do not want
what the public wants. They want new roads
built in the remaining 31 percent of our na-
tional forests where today there are no roads
for the purposes of logging, mining, and oil
and gas drilling.

Mr. Speaker, these special interests are not
concerned about the tradeoff between the
long-term ecological damage caused by those
activities and the very limited amount of nat-
ural resources available for extraction if new
roads are to be built. They are not concerned
about the fact that more communities depend
on fresh water from national forests than from
extractive industries. They are not concerned
that the recreational value of our national for-
ests is of critical importance to the majority of
Americans and that roadbuilding often conflicts
with recreational opportunities.

Congress has learned, after many pitched
battles, that the public does not want to pay
for constructing new roads into the remaining
portions of our national forests that are undis-
turbed. My fear is that the Administration has
not learned this.

With all due respect to the President, his
administration should spend more time pro-
tecting America’s environment and public
lands and less time protecting the special in-
terest corporations who clearly have captured
his attention.

But I am pleased to say that over 130 of my
Democratic Colleagues have joined me in urg-
ing President Bush to immediately implement
the forest conservation policy that was final-
ized on January 12—without loopholes and
without delays. In March, 22 Republican col-
leagues wrote their own letter to the President
with the same message.

The American public should know that some
of us in Congress have heard their appeal on
protecting the remaining forests in which there
are no roads. But they need to be equally
aware that the Administration has already
shown its willingness to ignore public senti-
ment in its zeal to please its special interest
allies. President Bush abandoned his pledge
to regulate carbon dioxide, for example, and
he appears to be close to abandoning his

pledge not to drill for oil off of Florida’s pro-
tected coastline.

We must assume then that he will be willing
to ignore public sentiment again and open our
remaining pristine forests to road-building de-
spite the public’s opposition to such a move.

We are sending a clear message to the
President to protect our remaining forests. We
hope that he will heed our call and the call of
the American people.

I submit for the RECORD a copy of the letter
that I and over 130 of my colleagues sent to
President Bush on Wednesday, May 2, 2001.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2001.

THE PRESIDENT,
The White House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: By May 4, 2001, your
Administration must publicly articulate its
policy on the protection of roadless areas in
our national forests. There are few public
land issues of greater import to the majority
of Americans. Many of us in Congress care
deeply about carefully managing America’s
critical natural resources and protecting the
remaining pristine areas in our national for-
ests. The Roadless Area Conservation Policy
finalized by the Forest Service on January
12, 2001 represents a balanced, scientifically
based, publicly supported policy. We strongly
urge you to immediately implement the pol-
icy as finalized, without exceptions or loop-
holes.

As you know, the Roadless Area Conserva-
tion Policy will protect 58.5 million acres of
pristine national forest land. This balanced
policy protects the remaining pristine re-
gions of our national forests from logging,
mining, and energy exploration, while allow-
ing those activities to proceed on the major-
ity of national forest lands. Currently, our
national forests contain over 383,000 miles of
roads. The forest conservation policy does
not limit public access on the current road
infrastructure or regulate off-road vehicle
use. Nor does the policy limit recreation op-
portunities. The policy does allow the Forest
Service to concentrate its efforts on address-
ing the tremendous maintenance backlog in-
stead of constructing expensive and con-
troversial new roads which will add to the
maintenance burden in the future.

America’s leading scientists have repeat-
edly informed us that the roadless portions
of our national forests are not only the most
significant habitat for fish and wildlife, but
are critical sources of clean drinking water
for over 60 million Americans. As our popu-
lation grows and open space succumbs to de-
velopment, watersheds on public lands are
increasingly important.

The forest conservation policy is the result
of an unprecedented public input process and
has overwhelming public support. Claims by
opponents of this policy that it is just an
11th hour regulation by the previous Admin-
istration are unfounded. The debate over
roadless area management has been fought
in the courts and the Congress for over 30
years. The path towards an affirmative pol-
icy on roadless area management began in
January 1998 with the Forest Service’s an-
nouncement of a proposed road-building
moratorium. The final policy released on
January 12, 2001 received more public com-
ment than any other federal rulemaking
process in our nation’s history. It is a prod-
uct of over 600 public meetings, including
several in every single national forest in the
nation. At its conclusion, the agency had re-
ceived input from over 1.6 million Ameri-
cans, the vast majority of whom supported
the policy, with a remarkable level of sup-
port for the inclusion of the Tongass Na-
tional Forest in Alaska.

The Roadless Area Conservation Policy is
not a partisan issue. It is about the future of
our national forests and our ability as a na-
tion to manage them in a sustainable man-
ner and to the benefit of all the diverse in-
terests who seek their use. We implore you
not to cash in on the short-term and short-
sighted opportunity to extract resources
from our pristine forests in a manner that
will permanently diminish them. Instead, we
urge you to take the opportunity now before
you to preserve these forests for future gen-
erations.

We appreciate your consideration of our
views and we look forward to working with
you to ensure that America’s great forest
legacy will be preserved.

Sincerely,
George Miller, Nick Rahall, Jay Inslee,

Maurice Hinchey, Frank Pallone,
James Moran, Richard Gephardt, David
Bonior, Henry Waxman, Nancy Pelosi,
Ellen Tauscher, Mark Udall.

Original cosponsors continued: J. Maloney,
Blagojevich, Doggett, Kilpatrick, Capuano,
Levin, Clement, Baldwin, Roybal-Allard,
Clay, McKinney, Kennedy, Delahunt, T.
Udall, Allen, Rangel, Hoyer, Honda, Harman,
Eshoo, Schiff, Neal, Olver, Holt, Lee,
Millender-McDonald, W. Jefferson, John
Lewis, D. Price, S. Brown, Borski, E.B. John-
son, A. Smith, Tierney, Filner, Frank,
McGovern, DeGette, Kildee, Markey,
DeLauro, Ford, Farr.

Clayton, Solis, Evans, McCollum,
Napolitano, Wexler, Crowley, Hastings,
Blumenauer, McDermott, Nadler, Gordon,
Matsui, Waters, Boucher, D. Davis, Towns,
Woolsey, Rivers, Baldacci, Pascrell, Larsen,
Hoeffel, Rush, Serrano, Kaptur, Stark, Con-
yers, Moore, Capps, Lantos, Sanders, Acker-
man, S. Davis, Wu, McNulty, LaFalce, Berk-
ley, Larson, Cummings, Hooley, Menendez,
Rothman, Velázquez, B. Thompson.

Abercrombie, Watt, Berman, Becerra,
Matheson, Lowey, Kucinich, Deutsch,
Schakowsky, Mink, Sanchez, C. Brown, Mee-
han, Scott, DeFazio, Gonzalez, Wynn, Bent-
sen, Langevin, Green, Gutierrez, Payne,
Jones, Meek, Jackson, Jr., Hinojosa, Reyes,
C. Maloney, C. McCarthy, Fattah, Sabo, Nor-
ton, K. McCarthy, Weiner, Andrews, Slaugh-
ter.
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THE RETIREMENT OF SUZANNE S.
KERR

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 3, 2001

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an advisor, friend and national
advocate for peace, Suzy Kerr. This month
Suzy will be completing her responsibilities as
Executive Director of PeacePAC at the Coun-
cil for a Livable World after over 10 years of
service.

While working with PeacePAC and the
Council, Suzy has dedicated tremendous en-
ergy, common sense, uncanny political in-
stinct, humor and the sheer force of her irre-
sistible personality to recruiting, electing and
supporting arms control champions in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

As coordinator for outreach of the Council
for a Livable World Education Fund, Suzy has
worked closely with national coalitions and
women’s, human rights, environmental, health,
budget and peace organizations to educate
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