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and his health. Peg earned the Air Service
Medal with seven bronze stars and the pres-
tigious Presidential Citation, which was award-
ed to his squadron for its valor on the eve of
D-Day.

Mr. Speaker, men like Peg O’Neill deserve
our thanks and praises for the life threatening
situations they were in during World War II.
Peg’s story is only one of many stories from
our World War II soldiers. We owe them our
thanks now and in the future.
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TRIBUTE TO KENT KRUKEWITT

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, Mr. Kent Krukewitt was named a Mas-
ter Farmer by Prairie Farmer magazine. I rise
today to congratulate Mr. Krukewitt on this
prestigious nomination. Kent represents the
fourth generation of his family to farm in
Champaign County. Not only does he farm ap-
proximately 1,800 acres, he is also a leader in
the local campaign to get farmers online, con-
nected with the world and to information that
can help them conduct business and commu-
nicate with landowners. Kent’s eventual goal
Is to create a secure link on his extensive
Web site that allows landowners to dial in and
find out information regarding their fields.
There are very few members of a community
that serve their fellow citizens with the ambi-
tion and sacrifice that Kent has displayed over
the years. Kent a current co-chairman of the
CCNet Ag Task Force, ditch commissioner,
and active member of the Homer United Meth-
odist Church has also served as past presi-
dent of the Champaign County Farm Bureau,
Illini FS director, member of the Champaign
County Zoning Board of Appeals, and member
of the Homer School Board. I am proud and
honored to have such a dedicated and influen-
tial person in the 15th District.
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RECOGNITION OF MAGGIE WALKER

HON. ERIC CANTOR
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
tribute to one of our nation’s most distin-
guished women. Maggie Walker, a native of
Richmond, Virginia, will be recognized for her
vast accomplishments as the country’s first Af-
rican American female bank president on April
26, when she will be inducted into the Junior
Achievement National Business Hall of Fame.

Maggie Walker was born in 1867 and grew
up in a rented house in downtown Richmond.
Her stepfather died when she was a young
girl, leaving her mother to raise two children,
and Ms. Walker helped support the family by
taking in laundry. In describing her childhood,
Walker once said: ‘‘I was not born with a silver
spoon in my mouth, but instead, with a clothes
basket almost upon my head.’’

At the age of 14, Ms. Walker joined the
Independent Order of St. Luke, a fraternal in-
surance society created for African Americans
to help the sick, bury the dead, and promote

humanitarian causes during the post-Civil War
period. She quickly moved up through the Or-
der’s ranks, and by 1899 she held a national
leadership position in the organization. Ms.
Walker greatly contributed to the success of
the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank and by
1920, the bank had financed 645 African
American homes.

Ms. Walker eventually became the Presi-
dent of the St. Luke’s Penny Savings Bank, a
post she held for almost 30 years until poor
health led to her retirement in 1932. Ms. Walk-
er’s bank later merged with two others to be-
come the Consolidated Bank and Trust Com-
pany. This bank still operates in Richmond
and is the oldest continually operating African
American bank in the country. The bank car-
ries on some of Walker’s goals by teaching
children the value of money and providing
loans to African Americans for home owner-
ship.

Throughout her life, Walker worked closely
with other groups and organizations to benefit
women and her race. She was a member of
the Virginia State Federation of Colored Wom-
en’s Club and the Executive Committee of the
National Association of Colored Women’s
Clubs. She helped organize the Richmond
Chapter of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People and participated
on its National Board of Directors. She was
also affiliated with Virginia Union University,
the National Negro Business League, the
Richmond Community Hospital, and the Com-
mission on Interracial Cooperation.

This year Maggie Walker will be inducted
into the National Business Hall of Fame. The
Junior Achievement National Business Hall of
Fame was established in 1975 to recognize
those individuals who have made outstanding
contributions to free enterprise and society.
The criteria for selection includes a dem-
onstration of business excellence, courageous
thinking and acting, inspired leadership and
community mindedness. Since its inception,
the Hall of Fame has welcomed 195 laureates.
Their achievements are honored in a perma-
nent exhibit in the Chicago Museum of
Science and Industry.

Mr. Speaker, Maggie Walker was able to
achieve unparalleled success in a society that
was governed by prejudice, in a business
dominated by men, and in a poor community
where poverty was accepted. Her efforts im-
proved the lives of countless Americans,
helped revitalize an impoverished community,
and allowed many people to realize the Amer-
ican dream of home ownership. She truly em-
bodied the spirit of the American entrepreneur
and I commend Junior Achievement for their
recognition of this distinguished Virginian.
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE SARAH
PATRICIA McCAMMAN

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mourn the loss of Sarah Patricia
McCamman, who died suddenly at her home
on Tuesday, April 17. She was the sister of
John McCamman, my Chief of Staff, who has
been with me since I started my career here
in the House of Representatives.

Sarah was born in Bakersfield, California on
November 27, 1951 to Gertrude Wachob and
Kenneth Taylor McCamman. She was a Kan-
sas City, MO resident for the past 26 years.

She was a graduate of University of Cali-
fornia at Davis with a Bachelor of Science in
Dietetics and Nutrition, and earned a Masters
Degree in Dietetics and Nutrition from the Uni-
versity of Kansas.

Sarah was a pediatric nutritionist at the Kan-
sas University Medical Center where she was
the Director of Training and Nutrition in the
Child Development Center. Sarah trained
medical personnel to teach mothers
breastfeeding techniques and taught parents
of developmentally disabled children how to
provide nutrition support.

Sarah was recognized as Young Dietitian of
the Year of the Kansas and Missouri Dietitian
Association (1978 & 1981) and was awarded
the US Public Health Service Medallion in
1986. She was listed in Outstanding Young
Women of America (1977). She published nu-
merous articles and training materials associ-
ated with lactation management education and
promotion and lectured nationwide. Sarah was
on the non-profit Board of Directors of Open
Options for many years, and was key to the
development of the Southern Road group
home.

In addition to her many professional accom-
plishments, Sarah traveled widely in Asia and
Central America, and particularly enjoyed ex-
otic and challenging destinations. Sarah was
active in Chinese adoptive groups and in en-
suring the continued interest of her adopted
children in their native culture. Sarah and her
daughters were active members of the All
Souls Unitarian Universalist Church.

She is survived by her two young daugh-
ters, Kai Li (7) and An Mei (3) McCamman;
her partner Rick Zbinden; her mother, Ger-
trude Wachob McCamman formerly of Ven-
tura, CA and now of Kansas City, sisters
Claire Westdahl of Atlanta, GA, Jean
McCamman of Oakland, CA; brother John
McCamman of McLean, VA. She was devoted
aunt to Meaghan, Sarah and Michael
McCamman of Virginia and Steven and Jon
Westdahl of Georgia. Sarah leaves behind
many friends and associates.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in offering the
McCamman family are sincerest thoughts and
prayers as they cope with the loss of their be-
loved sister, aunt, mother, and friend.
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HONORING THE ‘‘CITIZENS OF THE
YEAR,’’ THE BACON FAMILY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to pay special tribute to
the ‘‘Citizens of the Year’’ in Grand Junction.
Herb Bacon, his wife Laura May, and their
four children, Steve, Andy, Linda Reid, and
Amy Hill were presented the award by the
Grand Junction Civic Forum for their involve-
ment in nonprofit organizations. Clearly, the
Bacons are highly deserving of this great
honor.

Through the Bacon Family Foundation, Herb
and his family have been heavily involved in
numerous nonprofit organizations, wonderful
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causes like the United Way, St. Mary’s Hos-
pital, Mesa State College, First United Meth-
odist Church and the Grand Junction Rotary
Club. ‘‘We asked community leaders all over
town who they would nominate for this award,
and Herb Bacon topped almost every one of
their lists,’’ said Kristy McFarland, the project
director for the Civic Forum, in a recent Daily
Sentinel article.

The foundation was formed in memory of
Herb’s parents E.L. and Oma Bacon and his
brother and sister-in-law LeRoy and Wilma
Bacon. Helping others is in their blood. It has
been part of their family’s values for genera-
tions. Three generations of the Bacon family
are involved with the foundation, including the
grandchildren of Herb and Laura May. ‘‘Fami-
lies have the ability to leave a legacy no mat-
ter what their station in life. It’s important to re-
member that they have an obligation to leave
the world a little better than how they found
it,’’ Herb said in eloquent terms.

Mr. Speaker, for years the Bacon family has
been making our community a better place to
live, and for that I want this Congress to say
thank you for all that they do. These great
Americans have left an indelible mark on their
community and for that, Mr. Speaker, the
Grand Valley is grateful.
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COMMEMORATING ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, as
I have every year at this time, in a proud but
solemn tradition to remember and pay tribute
to the victims of one of history’s worst crimes
against humanity, the Armenian genocide of
1915 to 1923.

In 1915, 1.5 million women, children, and
men were killed, and 500,000 Armenians were
forcibly deported by the Ottoman Empire dur-
ing an eight year reign of brutal repression.
Armenians were deprived of their homes, their
dignity, and ultimately their lives.

Yet, America, the greatest democracy in the
world, has not made an official statement re-
garding the Armenian genocide and it is my
hope that the Congress will have the courage
to bring the resolution to the floor of the
House for a vote.

It’s fundamental that we learn from our past
and never let this kind of tragedy happen
again. Opponents have argued that passage
of a resolution would severely jeopardize U.S.-
Turkey relations.

A resolution is not an indictment of the cur-
rent Turkish government nor is it a condemna-
tion of any former leader of Turkey. The
United States and Turkey can and will be able
to continue its partnership should the Con-
gress adopt this important resolution.

Mr. Speaker, as the only Member of Con-
gress of Armenian and Assyrian descent, I am
very proud of my heritage. Like many Arme-
nians, I learned from my grandparents of the
hardship and suffering endured by so many at
the hands of the Ottoman Empire. That is how
I came to this understanding and this knowl-
edge and why I bring this story to the House
of Representatives.

I am very proud of the contributions which
the Armenian people have made to our great
Nation. They’ve distinguished themselves in
the arts, in law, in academics, in every walk of
life and they continue today to make signifi-
cant contributions in communities across our
country today.

It’s essential to not only publicly acknowl-
edge what happened, but also understand that
we are teaching present and future genera-
tions about the Armenian Genocide.

We need to bring this legislation to enlighten
our young people and to remind ourselves that
wherever anything like this occurs around the
globe that we, as Members of the United
States Congress, and as citizens of this great
Nation, must raise our voices.

f

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF ADVO-
CACY AND FELLOWSHIP FOR
PEOPLE WITH BLINDNESS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call the attention of my colleges to a out-
standing organization in the sixth district that
has been dedicated to promoting fellowship
among the blind and visually impaired in the
community for fifty years.

In 1951, a small group of about half a dozen
people with blindness or visual impairment
met to form the Monmouth County Association
of the Blind. That same year, a building at the
comer of Belmar Boulevard and Allenwood
Road was purchased to serve as the home
base of operations and named the Clubhouse
of the Association. Twenty years later, in
1971, the Association was formally incor-
porated and recently received non-profit sta-
tus.

The Association has several goals all of
which are interconnected: to bring together the
blind and visually impaired adult residents of
the county to work, to promote equity within
our society for the blind or visually impaired, to
heighten awareness of legislative action per-
taining to blindness or visual impairments, and
to create a sense of community and increase
sociability among members.

Currently, the Association offers training in
computer skills and also provides Braille les-
sons, training in daily living skills, and self help
discussion sessions, in addition to educational
and informational sessions on services and
programs available to members. To help foster
this, the Association works in tandem with the
New Jersey Commission for the Blind, along
with other New Jersey organizations in the
field of blindness.

During the past fifty years, the Monmouth
County Association for the Blind has helped
hundreds of people with blindness or visual
impairment to enjoy a higher standard of liv-
ing. The Association has also played a key
role in improving the understanding of the
public on treating and helping those who are
blind or visually impaired in a positive and
helpful manner. As the senior population
swells, we will continue to see an increasing
amount of blind or visually impaired seniors,
bringing new challenges. Thankfully, the Mon-
mouth County Association for the Blind seems
well prepared.

It is my sincere hope that my colleges will
join me in honoring the Monmouth County As-
sociation for the Blind for their service to the
blind, the visually impaired, and the general
public.
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
RELATIVE TO THE REPEAL OF
THE SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT
AND RELATED PORTIONS OF
THE US CODE (APRIL 26, 2001)

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am today intro-
ducing legislation to repeal the Selective Serv-
ice Act and related parts of the US Code.
Also, I am placing the attached article from the
Taipei Times in today’s CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. I fear that this source is not widely
read among many in this body or our nation,
so I am hopeful this action will serve to bring
this letter to a much wider audience. The per-
son who writes this letter is a law student in
Taiwan. His arguments against conscription
are similar to those offered by people in the
United States who oppose the draft. The stu-
dent argues that conscription is a violation of
civil liberties, a costly and ineffective system
that harms society and the economy as well
as the rights of the individual conscripted, and
a system that harms national defense rather
than helping it. While we do not currently have
conscription in the US we do have draft reg-
istration and each argument against the draft
is equally applicable to our current selective
service system and the registration require-
ment. I urge my colleagues to seriously con-
sider the arguments against conscription
raised in this article and cosponsor my legisla-
tion to repeal the Selective Service Act.

[Taipei Times on line edition, Thurs. Apr. 26,
2001]

CONSCRIPTION IS HARMING TAIWAN

By Chang Yung-chien
Some time ago, the media reported on

would-be conscripts scrambling to grab a
place in the ‘‘alternative service’’ to mili-
tary conscription. There is now an uproar
over President Chen Shul-blan’s future son-
in-law, who escaped doing his term of mili-
tary service because he had gout. The issue
of military service has again struck a sen-
sitive chord in Taiwan’s society.

Why do so many people feel disgruntled?
This writer has always advocated a volun-

teer military recruitment system. But this
seems to be a politically incorrect view in a
country that faces external threats. The dif-
ficulty of getting enough recruits and the in-
creased burden that would be imposed on
government coffers are the usual reasons
given against a volunteer system. I find
these reasons totally incomprehensible.

Military recruitment is a public policy
matter. It needs to undergo an analysis for
cost-effectiveness. Why do we have ‘‘reserve
officers’’ and ‘‘alternative service’’ systems?

We have them precisely so that skilled
people can be more valuable for the country
if they are pulled out from the ranks to serve
as platoon leaders or as cheap labor for high-
tech companies. Once this point is clear,
then the alternative service system will
seem quite strange. Someone with a PhD in
electrical engineering would be working in a
high-tech company anyway if he were not
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