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DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I take to the
floor today to recognize the outstanding career
of Lois Krieger, who retired after 25 years as
Western Municipal Water District’s representa-
tive on the Metropolitan Water District Board
of Directors on January 1. Throughout the
towns and cities across our nation, there are
individuals who are willing to step forward to
dedicate their talents and energies to make
life better for their friends and neighbors. The
citizens of Riverside, CA, are fortunate to have
had such an individual in Lois.

Lois began her career in 1976, when she
was appointed to succeed her father, Howard
Boylan. At that time Lois Krieger already pos-
sessed a deep understanding and dedication
to the region’s complex water affairs from her
years traveling with her father to public utility
hearings and water affairs meetings. It was
precisely Lois’ commitment to these issues
that spurred her election as the first woman, in
the district’s 60-year history, to chair the Met-
ropolitan Water District (MWD) Board, serving
from 1989 to 1993.

MWD imports water from the Colorado River
and northern California, to supplement the
local supplies within southern California, and
provides it safely and reliably to the public.
Western Municipal Water District is one of the
27 member agencies to make up MWD and
provides water, waste water disposal and
water resources management to the commu-
nities within a 510 square mile area of western
Riverside County.

In addition to her work on the MWD’s Board
of Directors, Lois also served as the first
woman president of the Association of Cali-
fornia Water Agencies (ACWA), a California
statewide association of 435 public water
agencies responsible for the delivery of most
of the water in the state. In that capacity,
Krieger considers Water for All Californians,
the governing policy of ACWA, as her chief
accomplishment while President. Additionally,
Lois has served as: a member on boards of
directors of the Water Education Foundation,
the California Water Resources Association,
the Colorado River Resources Coalition; a
western delegate to the municipal caucus of
the National Water Resources Association;
and a member of the University of California
at Riverside Chancellor’s agricultural advisory
council and Women’s Hall of Fame.

Lois Krieger’s leadership has led to numer-
ous awards and recognitions. The highlights
include: the Los Angeles YWCA’s Silver
Achievement Award for public service in 1990;
the Riverside YMCA’s Women in Achievement
Award for public and community service in
1990; and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s
Citizen Award for her commitment to the
needs of the water community in 1993.

Mr. Speaker, Lois’ work to preserve and
strengthen southern California’s water re-
sources has been critical to the future viability
of our communities, region and state. I know

that all of the Inland Empire is grateful for her
contributions to the betterment of the commu-
nity and salute Lois as she retires from the
Municipal Water District’s Board of Directors. I
look forward to continuing to work with her for
the good of the Inland Empire and southern
California in the future.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

America is a country of many faces and we
take pride in our nation’s diversity. America is
known as the ‘‘great melting pot’’ because it
has welcomed many people from all over the
world to share in living the American dream.
Unfortunately, reality is often different than the
dream for many Americans.

The reality has often been ugly. Segregation
was a blight on our nation that deprived mil-
lions of people equality in this country and
was often used as a tool to oppress people
and keep them from living up to their full po-
tential. The system kept many people in the
shackles of poverty. America needed a bold
leader who, despite hardships and violent at-
tacks, would continue to fight for justice.

In 1955 frustration at the system of segrega-
tion boiled over in Montgomery, Alabama
when Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat
on a city bus to a white passenger. She was
consequentially arrested. Her act sparked a
citywide boycott of the bus system by African-
Americans that lasted more than a year. The
boycott elevated an unknown clergyman
named Martin Luther King, Jr., to national
prominence and resulted in the end to seg-
regation on city buses. Dr. King continued to
promote peaceful protest and inspired a gen-
eration of Americans to work to end segrega-
tion and to fight for equality. His dedication to
the cause of ending a broken system and
bringing America’s reality closer to the dream
won him the Nobel Peace Prize and empow-
ered many Americans.

But his work is not done. Barriers to racial
equality must still be torn down and many
hearts still need to be healed. We cannot let
Martin Luther King’s work go unfinished; we
have not reached the mountaintop yet. Even
today, ethnic minorities, women, gays and les-
bians, the disabled and others are often treat-
ed as if they are second class citizens. This
must not stand. There is no reason why our
nation, which prides itself in being the home of
the free, should continue to treat people un-
equally. It is time to make the dream fully real.
We must challenge ourselves to reach across
divides and embrace and celebrate our na-
tion’s diversity. We as a country and as a peo-
ple will be stronger because of it.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
special tribute to a group of extraordinary
women leaders from Uganda, who, as part of
a globally-focused program entitled CALLING
THE CIRCLE, are currently on a 12-day visit
to the great state of California.

These women leaders, who come from var-
ious regions of Uganda, represent two of the
largest Ugandan NGOs that are focused on
women’s issues and leadership building: Ac-
tion for Women in Development (or ACFODE)
and the Forum for Women in Democracy (or
FOWODE). In collaboration with ACFODE and
FOWODE and other community organizations
in Uganda, the Women’s Intercultural Network,
a Northern California-based NGO, is CALLING
THE CIRCLE between women of Uganda and
the U.S. to strengthen democratic values
throughout civil society. The goal of this col-
laboration is to develop mechanisms and mod-
els for joint advocacy, leadership develop-
ment, and democracy building across cultural
and digital divides. Their vision is to build a
‘‘virtual grassroots network’’ between Ugandan
and U.S. women for on-going discussion, in-
formation exchange, and worldwide collabora-
tion.

There are already some important highlights
from this trip, not the least of which was a wel-
come tea that was hosted by the Japanese
Consul-General at his official residence. At
this truly multi-cultural and international gath-
ering, the women from Uganda were able to
meet and talk with Japanese and Japanese-
American women who represented a wide
range of organizations, professions, and expe-
riences. Consul-General Tanaka, gave a gra-
cious welcome to the women and expressed
his country’s commitment and interest in the
continent of Africa. Along with Mr. Tanaka’s
welcome, Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr., of San
Francisco, proclaimed Sunday, January 21 as
‘‘Uganda Women’s Day’’ in the city and county
of San Francisco.

Furthermore, while here in the United
States, the Uganda women will join their
American sisters at issue forums, roundtable
meetings and social gatherings to discuss and
deliberate on issues that impact women
across the globe. Some of these topics in-
cluded health, mentoring women for leader-
ship, democracy building, as well as economic
and environmental justice.

In closing Mr. Speaker, let me say how
proud I am that one of the Bay Area’s own
NGOs, the Women’s Intercultural Network,
has been the force behind this global effort to
link grassroots women leaders and organiza-
tions across digital and cultural divides. We
often think of the Bay Area and Silicon Valley
as the world’s leader in producing technology,
but now we must also recognize that the Bay
Area is playing an important role in producing
the next generation of women leaders
throughout the world.
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