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H.R. 134 WILL PROVIDE COMPENSA-

TION FOR VETERANS EXPOSED
TO RADIATION

HON. PATSY T. MINK
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, on Janu-
ary 3, 2001, I introduced H.R. 134 to enable
veterans exposed to radiation to be consid-
ered for medical assistance without regard to
their particular level of exposure. The bill also
expands the definition of radiation-risk activity
to include veterans exposed to residual con-
tamination.

The destroyer U.S.S. Brush entered the wa-
ters of the Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Is-
lands, an area contaminated with radiation
from a large number of ships that had served
as targets during two atmospheric nuclear
tests. Crew members of the U.S.S. Brush ate
fish and drank water distilled from the bay and
crew members made trips to the target ves-
sels to retrieve souvenirs. There was no do-
simetry data collected on the U.S.S. Brush or
at the Kwajalein Atoll to determine levels of
exposure. No safety precautions were taken to
prevent exposure and the crew was unaware
of the dangers of ionizing radiation.

Veterans who served on the U.S.S. Brush
now suffer from a number of diseases that can
be linked to radiation exposure. However, their
disability claims have repeatedly been denied
because they were not onsite participants in
an atmospheric nuclear test and they were ex-
posed to low levels of ionizing radiation.

Congress has assisted veterans exposed to
radiation in the past. In 1988 Congress
passed the Radiation-Exposed Veterans Com-
pensation Act (Pub. L. 100–321). This law
covered veterans which participated in a radi-
ation risk activity. The law has three definitions
of radiation risk activity. They include: Onsite
participation in a nuclear detonation, occupa-
tion of Hiroshima or Nagasaki, Japan, by
United States forces during the period begin-
ning on August 6, 1945 and ending on July 1,
1946, and internment as a prisoner of war in
Japan during WWII which resulted in the op-
portunity for exposure to ionizing radiation
comparable to that of veterans occupying Hir-
oshima or Nagasaki. Clearly, this language
does not cover those veterans exposed to ra-
diation while in the service of their country.

VA claims that lab tests on these veterans
show that levels of residual radiation are not
sufficient to sustain their claims for disability.
However, these dose levels were based on
lab tests, not data collected on sight at the
Kwajalein Atoll. This is important because
Congress has previously concluded that deter-
mining the level of exposure, unless collected
onsite, is a futile exercise. Disability claims
must be considered without regard to whether
any particular level of radiation was measured
for that individual especially when exposure is
not denied.

Congress must ensure that veterans ex-
posed to ionizing radiation either on site or re-
sidually be eligible for benefits. Without H.R.
134 radiation-exposed veterans do not have a
realistic chance of proving their disability
claim. I urge my colleagues to support our vet-
erans by co-sponsoring H.R. 134.

HONORING MR. SCOTT FLORES

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor Scott Flores, the outgoing chairman
of the Denver Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, who has made significant contributions
to the Hispanic community and to Colorado as
a whole.

The Denver Hispanic Chamber flourished
under his leadership. It has been recognized
not only as the Regional Hispanic Chamber of
the Year for a nine-state region, but also as
the leading large Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce in the country, highlighting its important
leadership role in the local and national His-
panic community.

During the past year, Scott Flores has been
the individual most responsible for uniting the
seven Hispanic Chambers throughout Colo-
rado into a single Colorado Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce Alliance. Although this alliance
is still in the development phase, it has the po-
tential to unite Colorado Hispanics economi-
cally and socially. This new organization could
help strengthen existing businesses and es-
tablish new ones. Additionally, this new orga-
nization will likely be partnered with the United
States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, which
could help to foster cultural unity and stimulate
further achievements on the part of the His-
panic community in Colorado.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Mr.
Scott Flores for his efforts. I have no doubt
that his work with the Denver Hispanic Cham-
ber will continue to benefit our economy and
improve American equality and social justice.

f

HONORING BILL NORTH, PRESI-
DENT, JURUPA VALLEY CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE

HON. KEN CALVERT
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication to the community and to the overall
well-being of California’s Inland Empire and
the nation is unparalleled. The Inland Empire
has been fortunate to have dynamic and dedi-
cated business and community leaders who
willingly and unselfishly give time and talent to
making their communities a better place to live
and work. Mr. Bill North is one of these indi-
viduals.

On January 27, 2001, Bill North was hon-
ored by the Jurupa Valley Chamber of Com-
merce during his installation dinner, not only
for being the singular individual in the Cham-
ber’s history to serve three consecutive terms
but also for his life-long service to the commu-
nity and our country. In 1989, Bill and his wife,
Debbie, joined the Chamber of Commerce as
the owners of Eagle One Security. In those 12
years they have given time and time again,
and are still at it.

Bill North’s life is a testament to the found-
ing principles of our great nation. One of
twelve children born in Cawood, Kentucky, Bill
grew up working in tobacco fields and on his

family farm. At only seventeen he enlisted in
the United States Army, training with the Brit-
ish Commandos to become an Airborne Rang-
er. As a soldier he fought in more than his
share of battles, including: Normandy, the Bat-
tle of the Bulge, the Rhineland, Northern Eu-
rope and Central Europe Campaigns. His
bravery and heroism earned him a Silver Star,
five Bronze Stars, a Presidential Citation, two
Purple Hearts and many other citations. The
war not only introduced him to seemingly im-
possible challenges—such as when his outfit
mistakenly parachuted behind enemy lines
and landed in a concentration camp, engaging
in heavy combat, and liberating the victims—
but also afforded him the opportunity to share
a meal with Winston Churchill and having
General Patton remark to him, ‘‘You’ll Make It
Kid,’’ while riding on the General’s tank.

After the war, Bill’s long and prosperous ca-
reer included a stint in the steel mills of Detroit
and government work in California, welding ti-
tanium heat shields for the first manned orbital
space flight. However, it is his community in-
volvement that has set Bill apart, including:
fifty-seven years as a Shriner within the Ma-
sonic Order, the Elk & Moose, Junior Mechan-
ics, Odd Fellows, Red Man and numerous oth-
ers. These groups have allowed him to con-
tinue to express his care for humanity by de-
livering meals to those in need and visiting ter-
minally ill children in the hospital. Bill is also
a co-founder of the Concerned Citizens on Pa-
trol and currently volunteers as a Social Inves-
tigator with the Riverside County Probation
Department’s Youth Accountability Board Pro-
gram.

Bill North’s incredible devotion to our nation
and his outstanding work to promote the busi-
nesses, schools and community organizations
of the Jurupa Valley Chamber of Commerce
make me proud to call him a community mem-
ber and fellow American. I know that all of the
Inland Empire, including myself, are grateful
for his contribution to the betterment of our
community and salute Bill as he commences
his fourth term (third consecutive term) as
President of the Jurupa Valley Chamber of
Commerce. I look forward to continuing to
work with him for the good of the community
well into the future.

f

A SALUTE TO JACK MCLAUGHLIN
HONORING HIS YEARS OF SERV-
ICE WITH THE BERKELEY UNI-
FIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2001
Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor today

to salute Berkeley Unified School District’s Su-
perintendent, Jack McLaughlin, for his years of
service to the school district and city of Berke-
ley.

Superintendent McLaughlin has thirty-seven
years of service in California’s public school
system to his credit, with twenty-six of those
years as a district superintendent throughout
the state. Additionally, he has also served as
a teacher, Principal and Assistant Super-
intendent. Dr. McLaughlin is leaving Berkeley
Unified to become Nevada State’s Super-
intendent of Public Instruction.

Dr. McLaughlin has made a positive and
profound impact on the students and faculty of
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Berkeley during his six-year tenure as its Su-
perintendent. These impacts include imple-
mentation of a full scale class size reduction,
implementation of an Early Literacy Plan, cre-
ation of small school academies at Berkeley
High School, conversion of the continuation
school to an alternative high school, imple-
mentation of a rigorous promotion and reten-
tion policy, extension of the day program for
additional academic student support, construc-
tion of five new school buildings, four magnet
schools and one new elementary school, re-
placement of over half of the district’s bus fleet
with more energy efficient and low emission
vehicles, implementation of a classroom tech-
nology program and creation of Healthy Start
programs throughout the district to extend
support for the school district’s families and
students.

While this list is just a fraction of his accom-
plishments in an active six-year tenure, it is no
surprise that Dr. McLaughlin was named as
California’s Superintendent of the Year in
1999.

I proudly join his friends and colleagues in
thanking and saluting him for his years of
service and commitment to education and
wishing him much success on his new career
in Nevada. Thank you Jack.

f

PROTECTING THE MILITARY
HEALTH CARE BENEFITS OF
LONG-MARRIED MILITARY
SPOUSES FOLLOWING DIVORCE

HON. PATSY T. MINK
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing legislation extending eligibility
to use the military health care system and
commissary stores to un-remarried former
spouses of a member of the uniformed serv-
ices in certain circumstances. The legislation
is identical to H.R. 475 which I introduced in
the 106th Congress.

Current law provides health and commissary
benefits to un-remarried former spouses who
meet the 20/20/20 rule—those who were mar-
ried to military personnel for at least 20 years,
whose spouse served in the military for at
least 20 years, and whose marriage and
spouse’s military service overlapped for 20
years.

A problem that frequently arises is that
many members who retire upon attaining 20
years of service were married a year or two
after entering active duty. The overlap of their
service and marriage is just short of 20 years.
Thus regardless of the subsequent length of
marriage the spouse can never meet the cri-
teria requiring the 20 year overlap.

The bill would eliminate this current inequity
by extending to un-remarried former spouse’s
medical care and commissary benefits if the
member performed at least 20 years of serv-
ice which is creditable in determining the
member’s eligibility for retired pay and the
former spouse was married to the member for
a period of at least 17 years during those
years of service.

This inequity affects not only individuals in
my district, but spouses in every district across
the Nation. Since the introduction of H.R. 475
last Congress, I have received letters and

phone calls from Massachusetts, Idaho, Cali-
fornia, Ohio, Arizona, Florida, Washington,
Maryland, Kansas, and Utah.

The Department of Defense has stated that
by providing a more liberal entitlement to
these individuals, we would ‘‘tax’’ the Depart-
ment’s resources thus increasing the budg-
etary requirements. Well, I say it is worth it
when I read about a woman from Arizona who
was married to her husband for 36 years, but
because she married him 1 year after his ini-
tial enlistment, she missed the 20-20-20 rule
by 11 months. These stories are tragic, and
we must correct this unfairness.

I urge my colleagues to join as cosponsors
of this legislation.

f

TRIBUTE TO DONNA NIEHOUSE,
OUTGOING PRESIDENT, LAKE
ELSINORE VALLEY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

HON. KEN CALVERT
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication to the community and to the overall
well-being of Lake Elsinore is exceptional.
Lake Elsinore has been fortunate to have dy-
namic and dedicated business and community
leaders who willingly and unselfishly give time
and talent to making their communities a bet-
ter place to live and work. Donna Niehouse is
one of these individuals.

On January 20, 2001, Donna Niehouse was
honored as the outgoing 1999–2000 President
of the Lake Elsinore Chamber of Commerce.
Donna’s efforts over the past two years as
President of the Lake Elsinore Chamber of
Commerce led to the Chamber’s financial sta-
bility through her sound judgement and leader-
ship. Additionally, Lake Elsinore has seen the
growth of the monthly Street Fairs and Cruise
Nights held in the historic downtown Lake
Elsinore—leading the Chamber’s ability to turn
over the operation of these events to the
Downtown Merchants Association.

The leadership of Donna Niehouse has also
led to the Economic Development Commit-
tee’s returning to their original concept of
monthly luncheons, now one of the most high-
ly attended events in the community, and the
establishment of the Chamber website. Donna
has been instrumental in strengthening the
bonds between the Chamber, City and busi-
ness community.

Donna’s work to promote the businesses,
schools and community organizations of the
City of Lake Elsinore make me proud to call
her a community member and fellow Amer-
ican. I know that all of Lake Elsinore is grate-
ful for her contribution to the betterment of the
community and salute her as she departs the
Lake Elsinore Valley Chamber of Commerce
after two years of service. I look forward to
continuing to work with her for the good of our
community in the future.

PEACE AND QUIET OF THE PARKS
NEED CONTINUED PROTECTION

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2001
Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, the

new Administration is reviewing some of the
actions of their predecessors. That is under-
standable and in some cases may be appro-
priate.

But I am concerned about reports that the
review may lead to actions to delay or undo
important recent initiatives to protect the public
health and safety and the quality of our envi-
ronment.

For example, the Forest Service recently
completed development of new rules for the
management of the remaining roadless areas
in the national forests. They are sound, bal-
anced rules to protect these areas that are so
important for fish and wildlife, clean water,
recreation, and other values. They should be
allowed to stand.

Similarly, the National Park Service has
acted to reduce the noise and other adverse
effects on some parks for snowmobiles and
aircraft. Here again, it would be a mistake to
simply discard the work that has been done to
respond to some very real problems.

As the Denver Post noted in a recent edi-
torial, ‘‘the Park Service didn’t react arbitrarily.
The agency held extensive public hearings,
conducted numerous scientific studies, and in-
vited tens of thousands of written citizen com-
ments. . . . the Park Service was responding
to a public outcry, so the new policies in fact
largely emerged from the grassroots. . . .
Our beloved national parks must be preserved
for future generations . . . the ban on loud, in-
trusive machines in these awe-inspiring won-
derlands should remain.’’

Mr. Speaker, I agree, and for the benefit of
our colleagues, I am submitting the full Denver
Post editorial for inclusion in the RECORD.

[From the Denver Post, Jan. 23, 2001]
DON’T DISRUPT PARKS POLICY

President Bush should stand up to the nar-
row political interests who would wreck the
tranquility of our national parks.

For years, visitors at Yellowstone and
Grand Canyon National parks often com-
plained about snowmobiles in Yellowstone,
and airplane and helicopter flights over the
Grand Canyon. Clearly, the National Park
Service had to craft a new policy responding
to numerous citizens infuriated by the noise,
pollution, wildlife harrassment and inappro-
priate machine use. In Yellowstone, for in-
stance, visitors couldn’t even hear Old
Faithful’s great roar over the constant
whine of hundreds of snowmobiles.

But the Park Service didn’t react arbi-
trarily. The agency held extensive public
hearings, conducted numerous scientific
studies and invited tens of thousands of writ-
ten citizen comments.

Based on that input, the Park Service im-
posed the bans on Grand Canyon aircraft
flights and snowmobiles in Yellowstone.

However, some conservative Western poli-
ticians want President Bush to discard these
thoughtful policies. In a Dec. 27 letter, U.S.
Rep. Jim Hansen, a Utah Republican, told
Bush he should overturn a host of Clinton
administration public land policies. At the
top of Hansen’s promachine wish list: the
ban on Grand Canyon aircraft flights and
snowmobiles in Yellowstone and other na-
tional parks.
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