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plays at Central Missouri State University and
served as president and on the board of direc-
tors for the Speech and Theatre Association of
Missouri. He has been honored for endeavors
in teaching and drama. He was nominated for
the Outstanding Teacher Award by the
Speech and Theatre Association of Missouri,
directed a play which received commendation
from the Kennedy Center/American College
Theatre Festival, and saw the establishment of
seven different scholarships.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. See deserves the thanks
and praises of the many students that he has
served for so long. I know the Members of the
House will join me in paying tribute to this ex-
ceptional teacher.
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LET’S MAKE SOCIAL SECURITY
SOLVENT FOR 75 YEARS AND BE-
YOND

HON. MARTIN OLAV SABO
OF MINNESOTA
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Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, we all want to en-

sure Social Security’s long-term solvency. So,
the only remaining question is how we get it
done.

Congress could reduce benefits or increase
the retirement age like the Social Security re-
form measures enacted in 1977 and 1983.
During these past efforts, Congress phased in
an increase in the normal retirement age from
65 to 67 and reduced benefit levels. I haven’t
heard a lot of support lately for further increas-
ing the retirement age or cutting benefits for
future retirees.

Some believe we should create individual
accounts to invest funds in the private market.
This proposal would accelerate the Social Se-
curity solvency problem by taking funds out of
the system that have already been counted
when estimating long-term solvency.

Further, concerns have been raised that
using individual accounts would jeopardize the
progressive nature of the system, which helps
ensure low-income workers a basic benefit
level. Social Security was established as a
guaranteed minimum retirement package. Indi-
viduals already have the option of
supplementing this plan with private savings
and investments.

Others suggest investing Social Security
funds in equity markets, while also retaining
guaranteed benefits. This approach might in-
crease the earnings of the trust funds, but
would also involve greater risk.

I recommend another option—increase the
interest rate we pay to Social Security. Over
the past 10 years, the Social Security trust
funds have received interest of about 4.5 per-
cent over inflation. I propose that we raise that
rate—or ‘‘refinance’’—at 6 percent over infla-
tion, making Social Security solvent indefi-
nitely.

Under my approach, funds to ensure Social
Security solvency must come from the Gen-
eral Treasury. This plan keeps our commit-
ment to extend Social Security for future retir-
ees, and provides for a straight-forward ac-
counting of the cost of these obligations within
the budget framework that we use to fund our
national priorities. It is not an instant solution,
but an honest path to address the Social Se-
curity solvency problem for the coming wave
of Baby Boom retirees.
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Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in memory
of Justice Earl Stover, a pillar in the commu-
nity of Silsbee, Texas, whose passing last
month shook so many of us who have been
touched by his passion for life and his com-
passion for his fellow Texans.

As a college football player, Earl Stover be-
came known as ‘‘Smokey’’ Stover—and the
name stuck. Smokey’s life touched every cor-
ner of his community in Silsbee.

If you ask former Silsbee School District Su-
perintendent Herbert Muckleroy what he
thought of Smokey, he’ll tell you about Justice
Stover’s respect for education: ‘‘He believed in
education. His boys got a good education and
he wanted everybody else to get the same.
And he supported whatever it took to do that.’’

Eddie Doggett, who worked for Smokey al-
most half a century ago in 1957, will tell you
about Justice Stover’s work ethic: ‘‘He be-
lieved in loyalty. He set goals and accom-
plished them.’’

And Chief Justice Ronald Walker, who
served with Smokey Stover on the Ninth Court
of Appeals, will tell you tales about Smokey’s
sharp legal mind: ‘‘Many of his opinions are
now recorded for the posterity and benefit of
this state’s jurisprudence.’’

Justice Stover served his community as
president of the Silsbee Chamber of Com-
merce, president of the Silsbee Kiwanis Club,
as a trustee of the Silsbee School District, as
a strong supporter of the Silsbee Doctors Hos-
pital, and as an active member of his church.

His contributions to the Texas legal commu-
nity were equally memorable. Justice Stover
served as the Hardin County Attorney, as pre-
siding judge of the 88th Judicial District Court
for nine years, and a Justice on the Ninth
Court of Appeals for seven years.

Along with his other friends, my life was en-
riched by knowing Smokey. He always
brought a smile to your face and he always of-
fered an encouraging word. He understood the
important role government could play in the
lives of ordinary people. Justice Stover was
firmly committed to the proposition that in the
courtroom before the bar of justice, the power-
ful and the powerless stood as equals. He
knew that in the halls of Congress and the
Legislature, the workings of the democratic
process can guarantee every citizen an equal
opportunity to share in the American dream.
Smokey always reminded me to ‘‘watch out for
his Social Security.’’ I knew he didn’t just
mean for him, but for every American who de-
serves to live their latter years with independ-
ence and dignity.

On December 9, 2000, Smokey Stover’s
battle with cancer took his life, leaving a void
in our community that cannot be replaced. The
words of his Silsbee neighbor Mitch Hickman
best expressed the admiration we all held for
Justice Stover.

‘‘You could go home and dust off your Bible,
read it cover to cover, and not find enough
good words to say about Smokey Stover.’’
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Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, today I want
to congratulate the Canfield High School Girls
Basketball Team and Coach Patrick Pavlansky
on their incredible season. The Lady Cardinals
finished with a 21–7 record en route to a sec-
ond place finish in the Division 11 State
Championship.

I would like to extend my congratulations to
the members of the Canfield Girls Baketball
Team: Nicole Vlajkovich, Harmony Ramunno,
Tee Lisotto, Kelly Williams, Jenny Miller, Erin
Fening, Jessica Gifford, Erin Martin, Jill
Vertanen, Julie Playforth, Megan Turocy, Mara
Boak, Corey Hoffman, Kera Yelkin, Coach
Patrick Pavlansky, Principal Abby Barone, and
the students of Canfield High School as they
celebrate this memorable season.
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Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor George E. Cody for his commitment
to the Franklin Fire Department in Massachu-
setts.

George E. Cody began his career with the
Franklin Fire Department on November 1,
1966. On November 4, 1983, he was added
as a permanent firefighter, and was later pro-
moted to Department Lieutenant on July 3,
1986. He retires today as the Captain of the
Franklin Fire Department, a position he
achieved on September 9, 1999, after over 30
years of dedicated service to the Franklin
community.

George Cody is a lifelong resident of Frank-
lin, Massachusetts, and a long time member
of the Franklin Democratic Town Committee.
George is a past member of the Franklin
Charter Commission, and a present member
of the Franklin Elks Organization. Throughout
his life, George has been an extremely active
member of the Franklin community. I would
like to express my gratitude and admiration for
the commitment that he has shown to the
town and people of Franklin, Massachusetts.
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Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on March 20,
21, 22, 27, and 28, I was unable to cast my
votes on rollcall votes: No. 51 on motion to
suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 67 as
amended; No. 52 on motion to suspend the
rules and agree on H. Con. Res. 41; No. 53
on motion to suspend the rules and agree on
H. Con. Res. 43; No. 54 on motion to suspend
the rules and pass H.R. 1042 as amended;
No. 55 on motion to suspend the rules and
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pass H.R. 1098; No. 56 on motion to adjourn;
No. 57 on agreeing to the resolution H. Res.
93; No. 58 on motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 1099; No. 59 on motion to suspend
the rules and pass H.R. 802 as amended; No.
60 on agreeing to the amendment to H.R. 247
offered by Mr. TRAFICANT of Ohio; No. 61 on
passage of H.R. 247; No. 62 on agreeing to
the resolution H. Res 84; No. 63 on motion to
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 801 as
amended; No. 64 on motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 811 as amended; No. 65
on agreeing to the resolution H. Res. 100; No.
66 on agreeing to the substitute amendment
to H. Con. Res. 83 offered by Mr. KUCINICH;
No. 67 on agreeing to the substitute amend-
ment to H. Con. Res. 83 offered by Mr. STEN-
HOLM; No. 68 on agreeing to the substitute
amendment to H. Con. Res. 83 offered by Mr.
FLAKE; No. 69 on agreeing to the substitute
amendment to H. Con. Res. 83 offered by Mr.
SPRATT; and No. 70 on agreeing to the resolu-
tion H. Con. Res. 83. Had I been present for
the votes, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall
votes 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62,
63, 64, 66, 67, 69; and ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall votes
56, 57, 65, 68, and 70.
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Jerry Cleveland Whitmire
who passed away on December 19, 2000. Mr.
Whitmire was a loyal servant of his community
and of his country as an infantry officer in
Korea and Vietnam. I believe the eulogy given
by Reverend Charles M. Blackmon gives the
most appropriate praise to this wonderful
South Carolinian. Mr. Speaker, I ask you to
join me today in honoring Mr. Whitmire.

EULOGY FOR JERRY CLEVELAND WHITMIRE

DECEMBER 19, 2000

We are gathered, this afternoon, for a sol-
dier’s funeral. On his last journey in this
world, Jerry Cleveland Whitmire—‘‘Trig-
ger’’—will be draped in the flag of the United
States of America, the flag for which he
fought. And he will be escorted at each step
by an Honor Guard, fellow soldiers of the
United States Army.

Ladies and gentlemen, I have presided at
more military funerals than I can possibly
count. I am always impressed by the dignity
and precision of the Honor Guard. I am also
impressed by something else: These superbly
trained soldiers are here for a specific pur-
pose. They are here to remind us that it is
not only family and friends who have come
here to say farewell to Jerry. A grateful na-
tion has also come here to say farewell.
America is here to say farewell to a son, a
dutiful servant, a hero.

It strikes me that to truly understand and
appreciate this man, we need to look at his
roots. We need to go back two generations to
Jerry’s grandfather and namesake, Jeremiah
Cleveland Whitmire. Jeremiah was born in
1838. He was a blacksmith and yeoman farm-
er in the foothills of upper Greenville Coun-
ty. He did not own slaves—no Whitmire ever
owned slaves. And when the legislature here
in Columbia voted to secede from the Union,
Jeremiah might not have agreed with all the
reasons.

But Jeremiah was a man of duty and loy-
alty. When the war came, he hiked north to
Ashville, where he mustered with the 14th
North Carolina. In the ensuing years, he
fought with gallantry in the Army of North-
ern Virginia: at Richmond, Spotsylvania
Courthouse, Sharpsburg, Gettysburg, to the
bitter end at Appomattox. At the conclusion
of the war, his duty done, Jeremiah walked
the hundreds of miles back to his beloved
farm in Greenville.

Let me say this: Jeremiah would have been
very, very proud of his grandson Jerry. He
would have been proud that Jerry chose to
go to The Citadel. He would have been proud
of Jerry’s decision to go into the infantry.
He would have been proud that in the
bitterest, coldest engagements in Korea,
Jerry stood and fought at the point of max-
imum danger—as commander of rifle com-
pany on the front line. He would have under-
stood Jerry’s agony when a comrade fighting
at his side, an African-American, sustained a
terrible wound in the chest. Jerry cradled
that man in his arms as he died.

Likewise, Jeremiah would have been proud
of Jerry’s combat service in Vietnam. He
would have been proud that when the rest of
America had become divided and uncertain—
Jerry remained resolute and dutiful. Jerry
was a soldier—he volunteered for a second
combat tour in Vietnam.

And finally, Jeremiah would have been
proud that at the end of the fighting, Jerry
always returned to that same farm in upper
Greenville County—land that Whitmires
have farmed for more than two centuries.
Jerry worked that land as a dairyman and
cattleman throughout his adult life. He
loved it with all his heart. Right up to the
last, Jerry was happiest when he was tending
his cattle, walking the bottomlands, jumping
over creeks, climbing the highest hills. On
that farm, Jerry Whitmire was at home.

Of course, for family and friends gathered
here, we do not remember Jerry as a fierce
warrior. We remember him as the gentlest of
gentlemen—a man who was always full of
laughter, a man who loved to make other
people laugh. I’m told that, at the golf club-
house at Fort Jackson, they serve a brew
called ‘‘Trigger Beer’’ in recognition of his
good spirits.

Jerry Whitmire was not a man of extraor-
dinary virtues. He was a man of ordinary vir-
tues possessed in extraordinary abundance.
Kindness. Generosity. Charity. Honesty. De-
cency.

It’s ironic. Jerry was a soldier who knew
war intimately. But if the world did a better
job of practicing those virtues that Jerry
lived by, there would be no need for soldiers
because there would be no war.

His brothers, James and Charles, will al-
ways remember him as an alter boy at Christ
Episcopal in Greenville. Countless times
they watched their baby brother Jerry car-
rying the tall silver cross down the center
aisle. Jerry was—to the core—a Christian
man. If he had one role model from the Gos-
pels, it surely must have been the Good Sa-
maritan. When it came to helping people and
animals in need, Jerry knew no boundaries.
He would always stop and help.

In the Gospels, Christ admonishes his fol-
lowers to give away their possessions, in-
cluding the shirts on their backs. On so
many occasions, Jerry followed that com-
mand almost literally. He was constantly
giving his time and money to other people.
He was quick to forgive debts.

This same generosity applied to the dogs,
cats, and cattle that had the good fortune to
have him as their master. For several dec-
ades, now, Jerry has spent more money on
hay and upkeep for his cows than he ever
made by selling them at market. Truth is,
Jerry never owned the cows—the cows owned
him. And that was just fine with him.

The result of this lifetime of generosity
and giving is that Jerry did not die a rich
man. Money was not what drove him. Jerry
understood that we make a living by what
we make, but we make a life by what we
give. He was forever giving: himself, his
labor, his money. As a result he takes to the
grave the only wealth that really matters:
the wealth of a life well lived . . . the wealth
of our respect and admiration and love.

Of course, for Jerry, his greatest wealth
was his family, especially Tweetie, his be-
loved wife and partner of nearly a half cen-
tury. Yes, Jerry had a powerful love for his
daughters Laura and Marguerite. And yes, he
loved his grandchildren. But truth be told, in
his last years, he had a very, very special
place in his heart for the youngest: his
greatgrandson Daniel.

And as Danny grows up to be a teenager
and then a man, he will have the enormous
privilege to learn more about Trigger, the
great-grandfather he loves so much. Daniel
will do well to live by his great-grandfather’s
example.

There is an old expression: Sometimes life
is not as simple as it seems—it is even sim-
pler. And so it is with people. Sometimes
their lives can be captured best in the few-
est, simplest words. To capture the essence
of Jerry’s life, I once again go back to his
great-grandfather, Jeremiah. Jeremiah is
buried at Ebeneezer Baptist church not far
from the Greenville farm. And on the grave-
stone, his epitaph is exactly eight words
long. It says: ‘‘Confederate Soldier, Christian
Citizen, Faithful to Every Trust.’’

With one necessary amendment, those
same words can now sum up Jerry Cleveland
Whitmire’s life: American soldier, Christian
citizen, faithful to every trust.

We will remember him with love.
May he rest in peace.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Police Officer Edward Ryan, Fire-
fighter Brian O’Sullivan, and EMT Lt. Ray-
mond Branagan, all of whom will be honored
by the Knights of Columbus on March 31,
2001.

For the past eight years, The Fourth Degree
Assembly 675 Knights of Columbus of Ba-
yonne, New Jersey has honored officers from
the city’s three branches of service. The
award honors both individuals who go above
and beyond the call of duty and the depart-
ments that employ these brave men and
women.

Police Officer Edward Ryan is being hon-
ored for evacuating the occupants of two burn-
ing buildings. On January 22, 2000, Officer
Ryan was dispatched to a call regarding a fire
at 86 W. 16th Street. Upon arrival, Officer
Ryan found the building engulfed in flames
with the fire spreading to the adjoining resi-
dence. Despite a rapidly spreading fire and
severe smoke conditions, Officer Ryan hero-
ically evacuated all residents from both build-
ings, allowing the fire department to imme-
diately concentrate on fighting the fire, rather
than on performing a search for trapped resi-
dents.

Firefighter Brian O’Sullivan is being honored
for recently saving a life. He is a member of

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 05:17 Mar 30, 2001 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A29MR8.031 pfrm04 PsN: E29PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-20T18:14:14-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




