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health insurance; and (4) because of the un-
employment no longer has such coverage or
eligibility for COBRA coverage.

A worker’s spouse who meets the above
conditions (except for UI eligibility) and is
younger than 62 may also buy-in (even if
younger than 55).

The worker and spouse must terminate
buy-in if they become eligible for other types
of insurance, but if the conditions listed
above reoccur, they are eligible to buy-in
again. At age 62 they must terminate and
can covert to the Title I program. Non-pay-
ment of premiums is also cause for termi-
nation.

There is a single monthly premium rough-
ly equal to $460 that will be adjusted for in-
flation. It must be paid during the time of
buy-in; there is no Deferred Premium. This
premium is set to recover base costs plus
some of the cost created by the likely enroll-
ment of sicker than average people.

TITLE III: HELP FOR WORKERS 55+ WHOSE
RETIREE BENEFITS ARE TERMINATED

Workers age 55+ whose retirement health
insurance is terminated by their employer
may buy into their employer’s health insur-
ance for active workers at 125% of the group
rate (this is an extension of COBRA health
continuation coverage—not a Medicare pro-
gram).

This Title is an expansion of the COBRA
health continuation benefits program. If a
worker and dependents have relied on a com-
pany retiree health benefit plan, and that
protection is terminated or substantially
slashed during his or her retirement, but the
company continues a health plan for its ac-
tive workers, then the retiree may buy-into
the company’s group health plan at 125% of
cost. They can remain in that plan, paying
125% of the premium, until they are eligible
for Medicare at age 65.

TITLE IV: TAX CREDITS

Creates a new, federal tax credit equal to
50% of the amount paid by an individual for
any of the three new programs described
above. Thus the actual cost of participation
will be half of the dollar amounts described
above. This tax credit assures much greater
participation levels because it dramatically
lowers the monthly premiums.
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Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Modesto Christian High School boys bas-
ketball team. On March 17, Modesto Christian
High School played against Mater Dei of
Santa Ana for the CIF Division I State Basket-
ball Championship.

Though the Crusaders were narrowly de-
feated, 57–54 their efforts under the leader-
ship of Coach Gary Porter cannot go unno-
ticed. This team has inspired people through-
out my district. The Crusaders posted an im-
pressive 34–4 record in its first season of Divi-
sion I—the highest level of high school basket-
ball in California. Coach Porter has developed
an outstanding program that has set an exam-
ple throughout the state and nation. His en-
couraging his players to be their best is a sta-
ple at Modesto Christian High School.

The championship game was senior Chuck
Hayes’ final game for the Crusaders where he

had a game high 18 points and 20 rebounds.
Hayes has been called the greatest high
school player to come from this area. Accord-
ing to the Modesto Bee, ‘‘Hayes’ ability to take
this game to another level against the best the
state had to offer is what separated him from
the rest.’’ Hayes is not only an example on the
court but off as well. His reputation is impec-
cable.

Mr. Speaker, sometimes winning in life is
more important than the points a team scores
in a particular game. The Crusaders have
proven that teamwork, dedication and integrity
are key components to success not only in
basketball, but also in life. It is an honor for
me to recognize the winners at Modesto
Christian for an outstanding season. These
young men represent the Central Valley’s best
to the state.

I ask my colleagues to rise and join me in
honoring the Modesto Christian Crusaders:
Jon Crenshaw; Chuck Hayes; Miles Scott;
Brian Donham; James Noel; Richard Midgley;
Marc Pratt; Jeff Porter; Josh Bouck; Kevin
Bonner; Beau Brummell; Bobby Cole, Jr.; Mar-
shall Meyers; William Patterson; and Davis
Paris.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Alice Robie Resnick, Justice of the
Supreme Court of Ohio, who is being honored
by the Cuyahoga County Democratic Party at
their annual dinner this year.

Justice Resnick is a graduate of Siena
Heights College, and the University of Detroit
Law School. Serving as Assistant Prosecutor
for Lucas County, she tried more than one
hundred serious felony cases including ten
death penalty cases. In 1982, she became the
first woman elected to the Sixth District Court
of Appeals. Justice Resnick became the sec-
ond woman in history to be elected to the
Ohio Supreme Court in 1988.

Justice Resnick has a long history of devo-
tion to public service. She helped to form To-
ledo Crime Stoppers, Inc. and continues to
serve on their Board of Trustees. As Chair-
person of Safety on the Streets, she has spo-
ken extensively on crime prevention. In 1991,
she prompted the Ohio Bar Association and
the Ohio Supreme Court to form the Joint
Task Force on Gender Fairness, which she
co-chaired. Justice Resnick wrote two Su-
preme Court opinions, continuing her work to
improve the lives and welfare of women in
Ohio: State v. Koss, regarding battered
women syndrome, and Kerans v. Porter Paint
Co., which dealt with sexual harassment
issues.

In addition to recognition from The Cuya-
hoga County Democratic Party, Justice
Resnick received the Outstanding Judicial
Service Award from the Ohio Academy of Trial
Lawyers and the Judicial Excellence Award
from the Mahoning Valley Women’s Political
Caucus in 2000. She was also named 1990
Woman of the Year of the Columbus Branch
of the American Association of University
Women.

Justice Resnick is married to Judge Melvin
Resnick of the Sixth District Court of Appeals.
She has three step children and six grand-
children.

My fellow colleagues, please join me today
in recognizing the many accomplishments of
Justice Alice Robie Resnick, a woman dedi-
cated to public service.
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a great American. Mr. Franklin G.
Smith passed away Wednesday, March 14,
2001 in El Paso, Texas. He has been a resi-
dent of El Paso since 1971. Mr. Smith was
born in Pueblo, Colorado. He attended Pueblo
Junior College, obtained his Bachelor’s De-
gree from the University of Arizona, and per-
formed graduate work at the University of Ari-
zona. He served with honor in the United
States Army from 1944–1946. I would like to
express my heartfelt sorrow to his lovely wife,
Mary Pauline Smith of El Paso, and his
daughter Alison Diane Olson and grand
daughter Amber Marie Olson.

Mr. Smith was a 42-year veteran of the Na-
tional Park Service and was the first super-
intendent of the Chamizal National Memorial
in my district. He had a distinguished career
which began in 1948 as a Seasonal Park Ar-
cheologist at Mesa Verde. From there he
worked as a Seasonal Park Naturalist for four
summers at the Grand Canyon; Tumacacori
National Monument, Arizona; and Carlsbad
Caverns National Park in New Mexico. He
then served as an Assistant to the Chief of
Archeology here in Washington and as a Re-
gional Museum Curator in the Southwest Re-
gional Office in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Mr.
Smith also served as the Superintendent of
Fort Davis National Historic Site in Ft. Davis,
Texas and, finally, as the Superintendent of
Chamizal National Memorial until 1990. He
was awarded the Department of Interior Distin-
guished Service Award for 40 years of service.

Mr. Smith was a great lover of history,
music, and museums and was responsible for
the development of the nationally recognized
Border Folk Festival and the Siglo del Oro
Spanish Drama Festival that takes place at
the Chamizal National Memorial every year.

Mr. Smith was a Fellow of the Company of
Military Historians, corresponding member of
the Hispanic Society of America, member of
the American Association of Museums and a
member of the El Paso County Historical Soci-
ety (where he received a distinguished service
award). He was a respected military historian
and loved nothing better than to perform mili-
tary music for others.

Mr. Smith possessed a true love of nature,
culture and history and devoted the majority of
his life to the preservation, protection and in-
terpretation of our national heritage. He was a
symbol of the mission of the National Park
Service and influenced, guided, educated and
inspired countless numbers of students to be-
come National Park Service rangers.
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His true love was his beautiful wife, Mary

Pauline whom he met while working at the
Grand Canyon in Arizona. I want to again ex-
press my sincere sympathy for her loss. We
will truly miss the first Superintendent of the
Chamizal National Memorial, Mr. Franklin G.
Smith.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, Calvin Coolidge
once said that, ‘‘Nothing in the world can take
the place of persistence. Talent will not . . .
genius will not . . . education will not. . . .
Persistence and determination alone are om-
nipotent.’’

Mr. Speaker, the country finds itself on the
edge of its seat, waiting with baited breath, as
March Madness unfolds. The Final Four is just
around the corner, and for the first time in his-
tory, the Mighty Maryland Terrapins will be
there to show what persistence they’ve pos-
sessed, and what talent they exude.

Words can not possibly describe the poise
and teamwork that the Terps exhibit. Their
performance is to be applauded; their spirit
imitated. What a deep sense of pride they
have instilled in all of us for their hard work.

Under the tremendous coaching of Gary
Williams, the Terps performance during this
tournament has not only exceeded expecta-
tions, but has set a new standard for excel-
lence. We can only hope that Terrence Morris
mystifies, Steve Blake bolts, Juan Dixon domi-
nates, Lonnie Baxter bounds, and Byron Mou-
ton maneuvers the way they have so far. This
will be the fourth meeting between the Terra-
pins and the Duke University Blue Devils.
Each game has been an instant classic, and
this contest shall truly be a game for the his-
tory books.

I stand before you today, an alumnus of
Maryland, with the support of the entire State
of Maryland, in praising the mighty Terrapins
team, Coach Gary Williams and Athletic Direc-
tor Debbie Yow. I encourage all in the Wash-
ington metropolitan area to join in saluting the
Maryland Terps and wishing them success
this weekend in Minneapolis.

Nuthin’ but Net, Mr. Speaker . . . FEAR
THE TURTLE!!!

f

A TRIBUTE TO HOWARD P.
BERKOWITZ

HON. NITA M. LOWEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 27, 2001

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
express my great admiration for Howard P.
Berkowitz, a man of extraordinary ability,
boundless generosity, and profound commit-
ment to service.

Howard has enjoyed a long and successful
career in the field of finance, where his busi-
ness acumen and managerial skill are widely
respected. But it is through his tireless efforts

to promote education, improve health care,
support the arts, and encourage tolerance that
Howard’s character is most clearly revealed.

On April 5th, Howard will be honored by the
Anti-Defamation League, an organization he
has served as National Chair and in a variety
of other important capacities. It is fitting that
he should be so recognized, because Howard
embodies the core values of ADL.

He believes passionately in advancing jus-
tice and equality, combating bigotry and anti-
Semitism, and helping all men and women
treat each other with respect and dignity. In-
deed, Howard’s truly international reputation
has enhanced ADL’s global statute and helped
bring anti-bias education to every corner of the
globe.

At the same time, Howard has devoted con-
siderable time and energy to a range of other
worthwhile causes. He founded the Gar
Reichman Laboratory at Memorial Sloan-Ket-
tering, while also serving on the Boards of the
Stedman-Hawkins Sports Medicine Founda-
tion, the Cancer Research Institute, and the
President’s Council of Memorial Sloan-Ket-
tering. In each of these roles and others, How-
ard commands the trust and admiration of all
with whom he works.

It is an honor to represent Howard
Berkowitz and his family in the Congress. I am
pleased to join the chorus of tributes for such
a good friend and great human being.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Cleveland Film Society. Now cele-
brating its 25th anniversary, the Cleveland
Film Society has enriched and educated our
community for generations.

Every year, the Cleveland Film Society
sponsors the Cleveland International Film Fes-
tival, which has become one of the premiere
cinematic events in the country. Sponsoring
over eighty feature films each year, the festival
has become an important cultural event for the
city of Cleveland. Always consciously working
to create a more diverse social climate, the
festival has served as a venue for people of
all races, sexual orientations, and ethnicities to
come together and express themselves. The
Cleveland International Film Festival has
served not just as a catalyst for tolerance, but
also for understanding by providing people
with an environment conducive to the intellec-
tual analysis of film and important social
issues.

Throughout its 25 years, the Cleveland Film
Society has always provided the community
with important educational opportunities. Two
years ago, they began offering classes to the
people of the surrounding neighborhood.
Bringing innovative filmmakers to teach the
classes, the community has been provided
with an amazing educational resource. The
society offers many classes from art apprecia-
tion to animated design.

Another important service of the Cleveland
Film Society is the Cleveland Filmmakers Pro-
gram. Offering consultation and advocacy
services, the program has become an asset to

area filmmakers. The program now has more
than 300 members who attend meetings,
workshops, and seminars.

After 25 years of valuable community serv-
ice, the Cleveland Film Society has continually
proven to be a valuable resource to our com-
munity. Providing our neighborhood with won-
derful educational opportunities and chances
to have dialogues with filmmakers, the society
has become an important asset to the Cleve-
land area. My fellow colleagues, please join
me in honoring the Cleveland Film Society.
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to

introduce The Emergency Economic Revital-
ization Act. The time for Congress to provide
taxpayers and our nation’s stumbling economy
with an infusion by refunding tax revenues is
now. In the past, Congress has regularly pro-
vided emergency funds for a variety of needs
for specific groups suffering economic loss.
Following that precedent, it is time that we
provide emergency relief for those who bear
the brunt of the current ailing economy. They
are the same group, who because of this
emergency assistance, will have the greatest
ability to provide an economic rebound—the
taxpayers.

My legislation will provide every single tax-
payer, who had a liability in tax year 1999,
with a rebate of 5 percent. These refunds will
be made this year, making sure that we give
individuals and families their own tax funds
back as soon as possible. This is the kind of
injection into the economy that will make a
real difference today.

Waiting until the current economic emer-
gency reaches crisis proportions will be too
late. Tax proposals that phase relief in over 2,
5, or 10 years provide nothing for today’s eco-
nomic slowdown. Additionally, legislation that
promises a few extra dollars for individuals
who do not have a tax liability to begin with,
is simply not enough.

As we know, the President has taken the
lead in recognizing the fact that returning tax
overpayments to taxpayers is the best and
most effective way to provide the economy
with a shot in the arm. However, when the
President established the $1.62 trillion tax cut
threshold during his Presidential campaign,
our national economy was much stronger.
Today, we are at the beginning of an eco-
nomic emergency. While the tax bills currently
moving through Congress provide limited tax
relief in the future, these measures are simply
not enough to make a real economic dif-
ference now. My legislation will provide relief
this year and will not breach the $1.6 trillion
threshold the President has established for fis-
cal year 2002 and beyond. My proposals are
intended to supplement the initiatives sup-
ported by the President and the Congress.

Enacting meaningful tax reductions, that af-
fect all taxpayers across the board, is the only
real way we have of stopping the economic
down turn. Now is the time for Congress to re-
spond accordingly. I urge my colleagues to
join me in this effort and hope we can enact
this legislation in the very near future.
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