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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2001

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, during Wom-
en’s History Month, | would like to highlight
one of the cruelest and most widespread
forms of violence: violence against women. In
1999, there were over 59,000 domestic vio-
lence calls for assistance in Los Angeles
County—755 in my district alone. And those
are just the women who call.

| am taking this opportunity to mention two
shelters located in my district. Rainbow Serv-
ices, a shelter in San Pedro, California, was
the first shelter to establish an emergency re-
sponse program in Los Angeles County for
battered women and children. Rainbow Serv-
ices provides resources and guidance that
help battered women end abuse. Women at
the shelter are given help obtaining a restrain-
ing order and there is a large network of al-
most 20 weekly peer support groups. As im-
portant, all services are offered in Spanish, al-
lowing access for more women to seek help.

A second shelter, the 1736 Family Crisis
Center in Hermosa Beach, also offers unique
and important help. The Center aids women
and children who need to use emergency
services by allowing them to stay one month
with confidential shelter. Second Step Shelters
also provide transitional abuse counseling and
offer independent living skills training, which
allows women to become self-sufficient after
their time at the shelter.

Mr. Speaker, violence against women is still
an epidemic in this country. It is my hope this
important issue continues to receive govern-
ment attention. Shelters, like those in my dis-
trict, must receive the necessary resources so
all women in need have access to a safe and
confidential home. We cannot ignore this
issue, or sweep it under the rug. Only con-
stant vigilance and providing women with tools
and knowledge will be successful in ending
the cycle of domestic violence.

———

CELEBRATING GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2001

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
180 years ago the Greek people rose against
the Ottoman Empire to free themselves from
oppression and to reestablish not only a free
and independent state, but a country that
would eventually regain her ancient status as
a democracy. In congratulating the people of
Greece on the anniversary of their revolution,
| join in recognizing the distinction earned by
Greece as the birthplace of democracy and
her special relationship with the United States
in our fight together against Nazism, com-
munism and other aggression in the last cen-
tury alone. Yes, democrats around the world
should recognize and celebrate this day to-
gether with Greece to reaffirm our common
democratic heritage.

Yet, Mr. Speaker, while the ancient Greeks
forged the notion of democracy, and many
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Greeks of the last century fought to regain de-
mocracy, careful analyses of the political and
basic human freedoms climate in today’'s
Greece paint a sobering picture of how funda-
mental and precious freedoms are treated.

Taking a look at the issues which have
been raised in the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Human
Dimension Review Meetings and will be con-
sidered over the next week at the United Na-
tions Committee on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), a few
of the most critical human dimension concerns
about contemporary Greece affect the free-
dom of expression, the freedom of religious
belief and practice, and protection from dis-
crimination.

Legal restrictions on free speech remain on
the books, and those convicted have typically
been allowed to pay a fine instead of going to
jail. In recent years, though, Greek journalists
and others have been imprisoned based on
statements made in the press. This was noted
in the most recent Country Report on Human
Rights Practices prepared by the Department
of State. The International Press Institute has
also criticized the frequent criminal charges
against journalists in cases of libel and defa-
mation.

Religious freedom for everyone living in
Greece is not guaranteed by the Greek Con-
stitution and is violated by other laws which
are often used against adherents of minority
or non-traditional faiths. Especially onerous
are the provisions of Greek law which prohibit
the freedom of religious

These statutes have a chilling impact on re-
ligious liberty in the Hellenic Republic and are
inconsistent with numerous OSCE commit-
ments which, among other things, commit
Greece to take effective measures to prevent
and eliminate religious discrimination against
individuals or communities; allow religious or-
ganizations to prepare and distribute religious
materials; ensure the right to freedom of ex-
pression and the right to change one’s religion
or belief and freedom to manifest one’s reli-
gion or belief. Over the last ten years, the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights has issued
more than a dozen judgments against Greece
for violating Article 9 (pertaining to Freedom of
Thought, Conscience and Religion) of the Eu-
ropean Convention on Human Rights.

One positive development was the decision
made last summer to remove from the state-
issued national identity cards the notation of
one’s religious affiliation. In May 2000, Min-
ister of Justice Professor Mihalis Stathopoulos
publicly recognized that this practice violated
Greece’s own Law on the Protection of Per-
sonal Data passed in 1997. The decision fol-
lowed a binding ruling made by the relevant
Independent Authority which asked the state
to remove religion as well as other personal
data (fingerprints, citizenship, spouse’s name,
and profession) from the identity cards. This
has long been a pending human rights con-
cern and an issue raised in a hearing on reli-
gious freedom held by the Commission on Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe (which I Co-
Chair) in September 1996.

| am pleased to note that Greece has ac-
knowledged in its most recent report to the UN
CERD that the problems faced by the Roma
community (which has been a part of Greek
society for more than 400 years), migrant
workers and refugees are “at the core of the
concern of the authorities.” The recognition
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that issues which need attention is always the
first step necessary to addressing the prob-
lem. The Commission has received many re-
ports regarding the Roma community in
Greece, including disturbing accounts of per-
vasive discrimination in employment, housing,
education, and access to social services, in-
cluding health care. With a very high illiteracy
rate, this segment of Greek society is particu-
larly vulnerable to abuse by local officials, in-
cluding reports of Roma being denied registra-
tion for voting or identity cards that in turn pre-
vents them from gaining access to govern-
ment-provided services. Particularly alarming
are incidents such as the forced eviction of an
estimated 100 families by order of the mayor
of Ano Liossia and the bulldozing of their
makeshift housing in July of 2000. Similar inci-
dents have occurred in recent years in Agia
Paraskevi, Kriti, Trikala, Nea Koi, and
Evosmos.

Our Founding Fathers relied heavily on the
political and philosophical experience of the
ancient Greeks, and Thomas Jefferson even
called ancient Greece “the light which led our-
selves out of Gothic darkness.” As an ally and
a fellow participating State of the OSCE, we
have the right and obligation to encourage im-
plementation of the commitments our respec-
tive governments have made with full con-
sensus. | have appreciated very much and ap-
plaud the willingness of the Government of
Greece to maintain a dialogue on human di-
mension matters within the OSCE. We must
continue our striving together to ensure that all
citizens enjoy their fundamental human rights
and freedoms without distinction.

———

RAILROAD RETIREMENT AND SUR-
VIVORS IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2001

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2001

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
join my colleagues on the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure in introducing
the “Railroad Retirement and Survivors’ Im-
provement Act of 2001” today.

In the Third District of West Virginia, we
have 8,300 citizens who will benefit from this
bill, which ranks southern West Virginia sev-
enth in the United States.

The bill we are introducing today will double
benefits for widows of railroad retirees, reduce
the retirement age from 62 to 60 years of age
with 30 years of service, and allow a person
to be vested in the system after five years of
service, rather than 10 years, as currently re-
quired.

No taxpayers’ dollars will be used to finance
these railroad retirement benefits, which are
paid by employer and employee taxes.

This bill includes the exact provisions of
H.R. 4844, which | helped to write last year,
and which passed the House by an over-
whelming vote of 391-25 on September 7,
2000. However, the Senate did not act on the
bill.

The bill is a product of two years of negotia-
tion between management of the railroad in-
dustry and railroad workers. As last year's
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vote demonstrates, the bill has strong bi-par-
tisan support. | will work to bring the bill to the
House floor for a vote, and | expect to see the
same strong support as last year.

Once this bill becomes law, it will enable
railroad retirees and widows to enjoy a better
quality of life, by receiving the increased bene-
fits which they deserve. They spent their work-
ing lives paying into their retirement and they
deserve to reap decent benefits.

——————

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE—N.J.
APRIL BLUE RIBBON CAMPAIGN

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2001

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
remind my colleagues that the month of April
is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Throughout
the month, thousands and perhaps millions of
individuals from around the country who are
working to reduce child abuse will be wearing
blue ribbons to draw attention to this monu-
mental national concern.

Prevent Child Abuse—New Jersey is under-
taking the blue ribbon campaign in my state
with a kickoff event on March 28.

This organization serves as a national
model for how a statewide group can make a
difference in combatting a serious social prob-
lem.

By establishing local partnerships, PCA-NJ
helps communities, strengthens families and
supports parents through parenting programs,
education and training, advocacy and public
awareness programs.

Valuable PCA-NJ programs include the
Parent Linking Project, which provides com-
prehensive services to teen parents and their
children at school; Healthy Families, under
which intensive, home visitation services are
provided to overburdened parents of
newborns; Every Person Influences Children,
which sponsors parent education workshops
for parents and training for teachers to incor-
porate life skills and character education into
daily curricula, and the Adolescent Pregnancy
Prevention Initiative, which undertakes case
management and counseling programs for
teens to build self esteem and help them
make healthy choices.

In addition to the Blue Ribbon Campaign,
PCA—-NJ also sponsors many public education
and community awareness efforts, including a
speakers’ bureau, loaned materials under the
New Jersey Parenting Education Resource
Center (PERC); and a web site and 800 num-
ber for information and other resources.

Mr. Speaker, in New Jersey, each year,
over 80,000 calls are made to the N.J. Divi-
sion of Youth and Family Services by con-
cerned citizens and professionals reporting
suspected child abuse and neglect. This figure
for just one state gives us an idea of the ex-
tent of this shameful problem in our country—
the most advanced, educated and prosperous
nation in the world. It is my hope that drawing
attention to this problem, as we are doing in
New Jersey and around the country with the
Blue Ribbon Campaign, will eventually and
dramatically reduce the incidence of child
abuse.]

HONORING THE LATE DOCTOR
JESSE W. AUSTIN

HON. CHARLES W. “CHIP” PICKERING

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2001

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the late Doctor Jesse W. Aus-
tin, Sr., a constituent of mine who passed
away on Monday, February 12, 2001, at his
residence in Forest, Mississippi. Dr. Austin, af-
fectionately known as “Doctor Bill”, was 84
years of age at the time of his death and had
been a practicing physician in the City of For-
est and Scott County for more than 39 years.

Doctor Bill was born in Osyka, Mississippi in
1916 but moved to Forest in 1924. He grad-
uated from Forest High School in 1934, Mis-
sissippi State University in 1938, and Tulane
Medical School in 1942. Shortly after grad-
uating from Tulane, Doctor Bill entered the
United States Army and served with the U.S.
3rd Army in Europe as a Battalion Surgeon.
He participated in 5 major battles which began
with the Normandy Invasion and ended in
Yugoslavia on VE Day. Doctor Bill's service
decorations included the Silver Star, two
Bronze Stars, and the Purple Heart. At the
Battle of the Bulge, he was known as the
“Battling Surgeon.”

Upon returning from Service in 1945, Doctor
Bill began his medical practice with his father,
Doctor R.B. Austin, Il. At that time, most pa-
tient care was done either at the patient’'s
home or in the doctor’s office. It was not un-
usual for Doctor Bill to spend most of his day
making house calls and treating patients. He
had a bedside manner with his patients that
truly reflected his love and concern for their
well-being. Because of his caring attitude,
Doctor Bill endeared himself to all the resi-
dents of Forest and Scott County that lasted
until his final day of life. During his medical ca-
reer, Doctor Bill delivered more than 3500 ba-
bies, most of whom were born at home.

Doctor Bill served as the first president of
the Mississippi Chapter of the Battle of the
Bulge Veterans. It was he who stepped for-
ward in 1994 to provide the leadership to form
the state’s first Battle of the Bulge Veterans
group and helped organize the inaugural
meeting of the group in Forest. He was a
member of the Forest United Methodist
Church and was an ardent Mississippi State
University supporter. He was also a member
and past president of the Central Medical So-
ciety. Doctor Bill was active in civic affairs and
he and his wife were honored as Forest's
“Citizens of the Year” and named grand mar-
shals of the Christmas Parade in 1984.

Doctor David Lee, a medical colleague of
Doctor Bill said that “he was one of the best
general practitioners I've known. He was one
of the most dedicated doctor I've been associ-
ated with.” Doctor Howard Clark, a physician
from Morton, Mississippi said both Doctor Bill
and his father were wonderful doctors stating,
“They were down-to-earth, ethical, people lov-
ing doctors.” Sid Salter, editor of the Scott
County Times said, “Doctor Bill died as he
lived—a well loved and respected man. He did
not talk patriotism, he lived it. He did not talk
of healing. He used his head, heart and hands
to bring it about in his fellow man regardless
of their race, creed, color, or economic status.
He did not speak of his service to mankind.
He simply rendered it day by day.”
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Doctor Bill is survived by his wife Opal,
daughters Sue Thigpen and Judy Webb, sons
J. W. “Ace” Richard and Terry, their husband
and wives, 14 grandchildren, 1 great grand-
child, and many nieces and nephews. Doctor
Bill was a great man. He loved the Lord, his
family, his friends, his country, his state, and
by all means Forest and Scott County. He
served others to the best of his ability. It is my
honor to pay tribute and express my apprecia-
tion and that of the 3rd Congressional District
of Mississippi for his life of service and con-
tributions to the betterment of our nation and
all mankind.

———

SUN CHRONICLE IS RIGHT ON THE
MONEY REGARDING NURSING
HOMES

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2001

Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
March 10, an editorial in the Sun Chronicle,
published in Attleboro, Massachusetts, accu-
rately analyzed one of the major causes for
the difficulties we are facing in providing de-
cent nursing home care. As the editorial notes,
“the main problem can be traced back the
Balanced Budget Act of 1997.” As the Sun
Chronicle editorial writers note, today, “pa-
tients sit neglected in nursing homes,

. meanwhile the federal and state govern-
ments—both enjoying budget surpluses—pay
the nursing homes less than it costs to take
care of patients.”

It is disgraceful in this wealthy nation for us
to allow this situation to continue. We allocate
far too little of our great wealth to pay the hard
working people who provide essential nursing
home services, and the consequence is that
we do not provide these services nearly as
well as we should. | was delighted to read this
forceful, thoughtful, persuasive editorial in the
Sun Chronicle and | ask that it be shared
here.

[From the Sun Chronicle, Mar. 10, 2001]
NURSING HOME NEGLECT IN AN AGE OF
SURPLUSES

What’s wrong with this picture?

Patients sit neglected in nursing homes,
wounds soaking through bandages, food
growing cold before feeding help arrives,
sheets smelling of urine. Administrators
can’t fill aide positions and nurses leave for
higher-paying jobs.

Meanwhile, the federal and state govern-
ments—both enjoying budget surpluses—pay
the nursing homes less than it costs to take
care of patients.

This fractured picture is all too real, as the
Sun Chronicle’s Rick Thurmond reported in
last Sunday’s edition.

The only thing that explains this uncon-
scionable situation is politics—and only poli-
tics can fix it.

The main problem can be traced back to
the Balanced Budget Act of 1997, enacted to
counteract federal deficits and eventually
bring the budget into balance.

Thanks to the surging economy, that day
arrived far sooner than expected, and now
such a big surplus is projected that a major
tax cut is supported by both parties.

The Medicare cuts in the Balanced Budget
Act, while softened last fall, continue—plac-
ing nursing home companies in an impos-
sible position.
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