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Throughout his career, Judge Fuentes has
served with distinction and honor. For over 20
years, he has proven to be an impartial, open-
minded, bright, and dedicated public servant
at the Municipal, Superior, and Appeals Court
levels.

Judge Fuentes’s recent appointment to the
3rd U.S. Court of Appeals resonates with his-
toric significance: He is the first Hispanic ever
to be appointed to this prestigious court. As a
result, the judicial branch is one step closer to
reflecting America’s rich diversity.

In honoring Judge Julio Fuentes, Nosotros
Magazine is promoting the most important val-
ues in American society today: Hard work,
dedication, and compassion. Judge Fuentes
embodies these American ideals; and,
throughout his career, he has worked tirelessly
to provide others with the opportunity to meet
the standard of excellence he has set.

Because of community leaders like Judge
Fuentes, the Hispanic community is not only
experiencing economic empowerment, but
also political strength. Today, we prepare for a
future that reflects our years of hard work, and
our commitment to each other.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing Judge Julio Fuentes for his many
contributions to the Hispanic community.

———

TRIBUTE TO D.E. SUMPTER AND
ASSOCIATES

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2001

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to D.E. Sumpter and Associates
(DESA) for the contributions they have made
to the landscape of the South Carolina busi-
ness community. This month the company
commemorated its 15th anniversary.

DESA, Inc., an African American woman-
owned business, has grown to 150 employees
from its humble beginnings in 1986. In addi-
tion to its headquarters in Columbia, SC, the
company now has regional offices in Charles-
ton, SC, Atlanta, GA, and Falls Church, VA.
DESA specializes in development education
for minority businesses, conference manage-
ment, technical assistance, construction man-
agement, and hospital management.

The State newspaper named DESA'’s found-
er, Diane Sumpter, one of the “People to
Watch in Business in the Midlands in 2001.”
She contributes to her community through
service on the Cultural Council of Richland
and Lexington Counties. She has served on
the boards of the South Carolina Chamber of
Commerce and the Greater Columbia Cham-
ber of Commerce. Ms. Sumpter is also a
founding member of the Minority Contractors
Association for the State of South Carolina.
She is a Life Member of the NAACP, and has
recently joined the Board of Directors of the
South Carolina Small Business Chamber of
Commerce.

DESA has worked with numerous small mi-
nority and women owned businesses through
mentor protégé programs. The company has
been awarded SBA’'s 1990 Advocate of the
Year, Midland Minority Supplier Development
Council's 1991 Vendor of the Year, SBA’s
1992 South Carolina Minority Business Per-
son, and the YWCA Tribute to Women in In-

dustry Award. Most recently, DESA received
the 2000 BB&T Trailblazer Award.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to DESA and its proprietor, my good
friend, Ms. Diane Sumpter for the contributions
she and her company have made to our State
and Nation.

TRIBUTE TO SUSAN REHRER
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2001

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and admiration that | congratu-
late Ms. Susan Rehrer as she retires after 21
years of dedicated service to the Visiting
Nurse Association (VNA) of Northwest Indi-
ana. A retirement celebration will be held for
her on Tuesday, March 6, 2001 at the Center
for the Visual and Performing Arts in Munster,
Indiana.

As Executive Director of the VNA for the
past 13 years, Susan has been directly re-
sponsible for the management and administra-
tion of the agency’s programs and services.
She has been instrumental in leading the VNA
through many different changes, including in-
dustry upheaval, market influx, new innovative
programming and financial viability. Through
her diligence the VNA has not only survived
through these difficult changes, but it has
thrived in the midst of the industry’s transition.

Susan’s leadership helped to successfully
develop the Critical Pathways program. This
program is an individualized patient care plan
which relies on precise, detail-oriented infor-
mation. It has revolutionized the industry by al-
lowing each patient to receive the care need-
ed. Susan is extremely proud of the develop-
ment of this program, and her hard work has
helped to ensure its success.

During her years at the VNA, Susan has
demonstrated a sincere love for the commu-
nity in which she lives. In addition to improving
the lives of others through her professional ca-
reer, she has also volunteered her time to
champion many causes aimed at bringing
comfort to those in need of assistance. She
has played an active role in the Healthy Start
program, a community-based infant mortality
reduction plan employed in many areas of
Northwest Indiana and throughout the country.
Susan is also involved in the Healthy East
Chicago program, designed to mobilize indi-
viduals and resources to promote a healthy
community.

For all of her conscientious efforts, both pro-
fessionally and voluntarily, Susan has been
recognized by her peers. She has earned nu-
merous state and national awards for excel-
lence in the health care industry. Her dedica-
tion to the VNA movement and home health
care in Indiana has been extraordinary. She is
a true believer in the industry’s importance
and its ability to improve the lives of those
who otherwise would live in discomfort.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
congratulating Ms. Susan Rehrer for her 21
years of service to the Visiting Nurse Associa-
tion, and the last 13 years as the Executive
Director. Susan has shown impeccable leader-
ship abilities as well as an undying love for
her community. The people of Northwest Indi-
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ana will surely miss her enthusiasm, but we

thank her for her years of service and wish

her happiness in her well-deserved retirement.
————

INTRODUCTION OF THE MORRIS K.
UDALL ARCTIC WILDERNESS ACT
OF 2001

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2001

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, one of the most
magnificant wildlife reserves in America has
been targeted for oil and gas development. It
is threatened as never before, and will lose its
wild, untrammeled character forever if we do
not organize to fight this threat. Today, Rep.
NANCY JOHNSON and | are introducing the Mor-
ris K. Udall Arctic Wilderness Act of 2001, with
more than 120 cosponsors, Republican and
Democrat, all united in their goal to preserve
this precious wilderness in its current pristine,
roadless condition for future generations of
Americans.

We have a bipartisan legacy to protect, and
we take it very seriously. It is a legacy of Re-
publican President Eisenhower, who set aside
the core of the Refuge in 1960. It is a legacy
of Democratic President Carter, who ex-
panded it in 1980. It is the legacy of Repub-
lican Senator Bill Roth and Democratic Rep-
resentative Bruce Vento and especially Morris
Udall, who fought so hard to achieve what we
propose today, and twice succeeded in shep-
herding this wilderness proposal through the
House. Now is the time to finish the job they
began—now is the time to say “Yes” to set-
ting aside the Coastal Plain as a fully pro-
tected unit of the Wilderness Preservation
System.

Every summer, the Arctic coastal plain be-
comes the focus of one of the last great mi-
gratory miracles of nature when 130,000 car-
ibou, the Porcupine caribou herd, start their
ancient annual trek, first east away from the
plain into Canada, then south and west back
into interior Alaska, and finally north in a final
push over the mountains and down the river
valleys back to the coastal plain, their tradi-
tional birthing grounds. This herd, migrating
thousands of miles each year and yet fun-
neling into a relatively limited area of tundra,
contrasts sharply with the non-migratory Cen-
tral Arctic herd living near the Prudhoe Bay oil
fields.

The coastal plain of the Refuge is the bio-
logical heart of the Refuge ecosystem and crit-
ical to the survival of a one-of-a-kind migratory
species. When you drill in the heart, every
other part of the biological system suffers.

The oil industry has placed a bull's eye on
the heart of the Refuge and says “hold still.
This won't hurt. It will only affect a small sur-
face area of your vital organs!”

Nevertheless, the oil industry has placed a
bull's eye on the very same piece of land that
Congress set aside as critical habitat for the
caribou. The industry wants to spread the in-
dustrial footprint of Prudhoe Bay into a pristine
area. Let's take a look at the industrial foot-
prints that have already been left on the North
Slope. Look at Deadhorse and Prudhoe Bay.
They are part of a vast Industrial Complex that
generates, on average, one toxic spill a day of
oil, or chemicals, or industrial waste of some
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kind that seeps into the tundra or sits in toxic
drilling mud pits. It is one big Energy Sacrifice
Zone that already spews more nitrogen oxide
pollution into the Arctic air each year than the
city of Washington, DC.

Allowing this industrial blight to ooze into the
Refuge would be an unmitigated disaster. It
would be as if we had opened up a bottle of
black ink and thrown it on the face of the
Mona Lisa.

But why invade this critical habitat for oil if
we don't have to?

The fact is, it would not only be bad envi-
ronmental policy, it is totally unnecessary.
Here’s why:

1. Fuel economy. According to EPA sci-
entists, if cars, mini-vans, and SUV's improved
their average fuel economy just 3 miles per
gallon, we would save more oil within ten
years than would ever be produced from the
Refuge. Can we do that? We already did it
once! In 1987, the fleetwide average fuel
economy topped 26 miles per gallon, but in
the last 13 years, we have slipped back to 24
mpg on average, a level we first reached in
1981! Simply using existing technology will
allow us to dramatically increase fuel econ-
omy, not just by 3 mpg, but by 15 mpg or
more—five times the amount the industry
wants to drill out of the Refuge.

2. Natural Gas: The fossil fuel of the future
is gas, not gasoline, because it can be used
for transportation, heating and, most impor-
tantly, electricity, and it pollutes less than the
alternatives. The new economy needs elec-
tricity, and it isn’t looking to Alaskan oil to gen-
erate it. California gets only 1 percent of its
electricity from oil; the nation gets less than 3
percent, while 15 percent already comes from
natural gas and its growing. Alaska has huge
potential reserves of natural gas on the North
Slope, particularly around Prudhoe Bay and to
the west, in an area that has already been set
aside for oil and gas drilling called the Na-
tional Petroleum Reserve. Moreover, we have
significant gas reserves in the lower 48 and
the Caribbean. The Coastal Plain of the Ref-
uge has virgually none.

3. Oil not in the Refuge: The National Petro-
leum Reserve in Alaska has been specifically
set aside for the production of oil and gas. It
is a vast area, 15 times the size of the Coastal
Plain, and relatively under-explored by the in-
dustry. Anything found there is just as close to
Prudhoe Bay as the Refuge, but can be devel-
oped without invading a critical habitat in a na-
tional refuge. In fact, just last October, BP an-
nounced the discovery of a field in this Re-
serve that appears to be as large as Kuparuk,
the second largest field on the North Slope.
While the potential for oil in the Refuge still
appears larger than in the Reserve, the Re-
serve holds much greater promise for natural
gas, so that every exploratory well has a
greater chance of finding recoverable quan-
tities of one fuel or the other.

Our dependence on foreign oil is real, but
we cannot escape it by drilling for oil in the
United States. Energy legislation introduced
this week in

We consume 25 percent of the world’s olil
but control only 3 percent of the world’s re-
serves. 76 percent of those reserves are in
OPEC, so we will continue to look to foreign
suppliers as long as we continue to ignore the
fuel economy of our cars and as long as we
continue to fuel them with gasoline.

The public senses that a drill-in-the-Refuge
energy strategy is a loser. Why sacrifice
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something that can never be re-created—this
one-of-a-kind  wilderness—simply to avoid
something relatively painless—sensible fuel
economy?

The latest poll, done by Democratic pollster
Mark Mellman and Republican pollster Chris-
tine Matthews, shows a margin of 52-35 per-
cent opposed to drilling for oil in the refuge.

The public is making clear to Congress that
other options should be pursued, not just be-
cause the Refuge is so special, but because
the other options will succeed where con-
tinuing to put a polluting fuel in gas-guzzling
automobiles is a recipe for failure.

Sending in the oil rigs to scatter the caribou
and shatter the wilderness is what | Call
“UNIMOG energy policy.” You may have
heard about the UNIMOG. It is a proposed
new SUV that will be 9 feet tall, 7%z feet long,
3% inches wider than a Humvee, weight 6
tons and get 10 miles per gallon.

That's the kind of thinking that leads not just
to this refuge, but to every other pristine wil-
derness area, in a desperate search for yet
another drop of oil. And it perpetuates a head-
in-the-haze attitude towards polluting our at-
mosphere with greenhouse gases and con-
tinuing our reliance on OPEC oil for the fore-
seeable future.

Now that our energy woes have forced us to
think about the interaction of energy and envi-
ronmental policy, it is a good time to say no
to a UNIMOG energy policy and yes to a pol-
icy that moves us away from gas-guzzling
automobiles to clean-burning fuels, hybrid en-
gines, and much higher efficiency in our en-
ergy consumption.

If we adopt the UNIMOG energy policy, we
will have failed twice—we will remain just as
dependent on oil for our energy future, and we
will have hastened the demise of the ancient
rhythms of a unique migratory caribou herd in
America’s last frontier.

We have many choices to make regarding
our energy future, but we have very few
choices when it comes to industrial pressures
on incomparable natural wonders. Let us be
clear with the American people that there are
places that are so special for their environ-
mental, wilderness or recreational value that
we simply will not drill there as long as alter-
natives exist. The Arctic Refuge is federal land
that was set aside for all the people of the
United States. It does not belong to the oil
companies, it does not belong to one state. It
is a public wilderness treasure, we are the
trustees.

We do not dam Yosemite Valley for hydro-
power.

We do not strip mine Yellowstone for coal.

We do not string wind turbines along the
edge of the Grand Canyon.

And we should not drill for oil and gas in the
Arctic Refuge.

We should preserve it, instead, as the mag-
nificent wilderness it has always been, and
must always be.

February 28, 2001

IN HONOR OF KAREN SMITH, 20TH
GRAND MARSHAL OF THE BA-
YONNE ST. PATRICK’S DAY PA-
RADE

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2001

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Karen Smith, who has been selected
as the 20th Grand Marshal of the Bayonne St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. Ms. Smith was selected
as the Grand Marshal in recognition of her
years of dedicated service to Bayonne’s Irish
American community.

Karen Smith was born in Bayonne, New
Jersey to Philip and Frances O’Donnell. She
attended St. Vincent's School and the Holy
Family Academy. After receiving her BS in
Nursing from the College of Mt. St. Joseph in
Ohio, Ms. Smith returned home in 1974 and
began her nursing career in Bayonne Hospital,
where she cares for the sick to this day in the
Endoscopy Department.

Ms. Smith takes great pride in serving the
Irish American community. She is a member
of Ireland’'s 32 Club, the County Corkmen’s
Association, the Ticket and Raffle Committee
for the annual New Jersey lIrish Festival, and
the Women of Irish Heritage of the Jersey
Shore. She also works for Project Children,
which promotes understanding and tolerance
by allowing Catholic and Protestant children
from Ireland to interact peacefully with each
other while temporarily living with American
families.

Ms. Smith’s many contributions to the Irish
American community are a result of her great
love for America, Ireland, and the community
of Bayonne.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Karen Smith for being selected as
the 20th Grand Marshal of the Bayonne St.
Patrick’s Day Parade.

TRIBUTE TO JOYCE RHENEY
HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2001

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to Joyce Rheney who on February 14, 2001
was honored as South Carolina Mother of the
Year 2001. The Mother of the Year Committee
recognizes the dignity of motherhood and the
influence that mothers have on their families,
professions, communities and churches.

Along with her duties as mother and wife,
Mrs. Rheney manages to find time to donate
her talents to her community in several capac-
ities. She is a member of Orangeburg City
Council, serving her 12th year in office. She is
an active representative of the Downtown
Orangeburg Revitalization Association board
and served as co-chair on the committee to
renovate Steyenson Auditorium. She volun-
teered to serve on the Foundation Board of
TRMC and was the 1997 co-chair of the fund-
raising gala. The funds raised by this gala are
used in the community for hospice cancer pa-
tient care and Camp Catch-A-Breath. She was
elected president of the foundation for 2000—
2001.
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