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they have made to our community and coun-
try.
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS HEALTH CARE

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in strong support of H.R. 3447, the
Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care
Programs Enhancement Act of 2001. This im-
portant legislation makes changes to and addi-
tions of several important health benefits for
our Nation’s veterans.

I would like to thank the Chairman and
Ranking Member of the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, Mr. SMITH and Mr. EVANS, and the
Chairman and Ranking Member of the Health
Subcommittee Mr. MORAN and Mr. FILNER, and
my colleagues on the Committee for their work
on this bill.

Although there are several important health
benefit enhancements in this bill, I would like
to speak specifically about the provisions re-
garding VA nurse retention and recruitment,
which are taken from a bill that Representa-
tives SUE KELLY, CAROLYN MCCARTHY, MIKE
DOYLE, and I introduced on October 3, 2001.

The legislation we introduced, H.R. 3017 the
Department of Veterans Affairs Nurse Recruit-
ment and Retention Enhancement Act of
2001, is companion legislation to S. 1188,
which was introduced by Senator JAY ROCKE-
FELLER on July 17, 2001.

S. 1188, H.R. 3017, and now the provisions
in H.R. 3347 seek to address the current nurs-
ing shortage in the VA health care system,
and to ensure that the shortage is not exacer-
bated.

The provisions in H.R. 3347 modify existing
scholarship and debt reduction programs for
VA nurses, requires the VA to establish staff-
ing standards at VA health care facilities,
makes pay more consistent for various VA
health professionals, and rectifies unequal re-
tirement policies to improve retention of
nurses in the VA health care system.

This legislation also requires the VA to re-
port to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs re-
garding VA nursing issues, including the use
of overtime by licensed nursing staff and nurs-
ing assistants in each facility in order to help
determine what can be done to reduce the
amount of mandatory overtime.

This legislation is a critical step in address-
ing the nursing shortage in the VA health care
system. I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
3347 and support our VA nurses and health
care system, as well as the men and women
who have fought for our country and now re-
ceive care at these facilities.
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TRIBUTE TO CENTRAL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. HAROLD ROGERS
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker,
today I want to recognize, and offer my con-

gratulations to, Central Elementary School, lo-
cated in Paintsville, Kentucky. Earlier this
year, students from Central Elementary partici-
pated in the national We the People * * *
Project Citizen competition in San Antonio,
Texas and were awarded honorable mention
for their project, Speed Limit Signs. I was very
gratified to learn of this and want to take this
time to congratulate the teachers and students
of Central Elementary affiliated with this pro-
gram.

They are: Paula Goss, Annette Rouse,
Brooke Bergeron, Katie Borders, Kalylia
Brachett, Chelsea Burchett, Kelsea Castle,
Shaina Kestner, Matthew Oney, Zac Sergent,
Brittany Skaggs, Jasmine Watson, Chelsea
Webb, and David Zitzelberger.

Project Citizen is a valuable program and I
support it. Administered by the Center for
Civic Education and funded through the De-
partment of Education, Project Citizen is de-
signed to engage public school students and
their teachers and parents in important public
policy issues. During competitions, students
select an issue, study its affect on local com-
munities, and share their findings. Schools in-
vited to participate at the national conference
won their state competitions.

Mr. Speaker, civic education and participa-
tion in the democratic process is vital to the
stability of our Nation, and we must encourage
people of all age groups, especially young stu-
dents, to assume a role in local, state, and
federal affairs. We the People * * * Project
Citizen fosters this, and I hope the more
schools will decide to participate in this pro-
gram. Again, I want to congratulate the stu-
dents and teachers of Central Elementary.
They and all participants deserve our thanks
and respect.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TERRY EVERETT
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, last Thursday,
family illness necessitated my return to Ala-
bama. Thus, I was unable to vote during roll-
call No. 482 (On Agreeing to the Conference
Report for the District of Columbia Appropria-
tions for Fiscal Year 2001, HR 2944). Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’

f

TRIBUTE TO THE MICHIGAN
CHRONICLE 65TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
recognize the Michigan Chronicle, which cele-
brated its 65th Anniversary on Friday, Sep-
tember 21, 2001. Truly a milestone occasion,
2001 marks 65 years of outstanding commit-
ment to its readership and dedicated jour-
nalism.

Pioneered from the Detroit edition of the fa-
mous Chicago Defender, the Michigan Chron-
icle has come to signify excellence in African-
American journalism in its 65 years of commit-
ment to the African-American community in
Michigan.

Printed for the first time in 1936, as part of
the Chicago Defender, the paper gained im-
mediate importance in the African-American
community and became an institution in De-
troit. Independently established from the Chi-
cago Defender in 1937, the paper’s first editor,
Louis Martin, created the cornerstone of excel-
lent journalism, with just under 1000 paid sub-
scriptions that year. The paper, not seen by
many as respectable journalism, was building
interest in the community and became known
as ‘‘the colored paper.’’ Soon after, paid sub-
scriptions grew to 15,000 in 1940, 25,000 in
1944, and to today’s readership of 47,000. In
1984, Sam Logan was named Vice President
and General Manager of the Michigan Chron-
icle. His ingenuity took the paper to new
heights, moving the paper to the four color for-
mat and computer-based journalism.

Longworth Quinn became the General Man-
ager in 1944, and eventually was promoted to
publisher of the ever-growing Michigan Chron-
icle. He dedicated his life to the paper and the
communities it represents and informs, training
young journalists to follow in his footsteps. He
served at the helm for 42 years until his pass-
ing. This year, the Longworth M. Quinn Com-
munity Service Award will be presented to an
individual in the Detroit Metro area that em-
bodies Mr. Quinn’s commitment to community,
diversity, and serving the public through vol-
unteerism.

Dedicated to helping promising scholars, the
Michigan Chronicle will also be a proud spon-
sor of the John H.H. Sengstacke Scholarship
Award. This award will be given to an out-
standing high school student in Wayne, Oak-
land, or Macomb County to help in the pursuit
of a journalism degree.

Today the Michigan Chronicle is making
new headway under publisher Alisa M.
Giddens. I believe she has the vision to ex-
pand readership, help end racial prejudice,
and provide true public service through jour-
nalism to the African-American communities in
Michigan. I ask that all my colleagues join me
in celebrating the Michigan Chronicle’s 65
years of journalistic excellence.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO DIANA
STOUT

HON. MIKE ROGERS
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to Ms. Diana Stout of
Charleston, West Virginia for being elected the
National President of the Ladies Auxiliary to
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Since 1914, the Ladies Auxiliary VFW rep-
resents the families of those who have
sacrified for our country. The organization fos-
ters our American heritage by conducting an
annual patriotic ceremony and providing finan-
cial assistance for the preservation of this na-
tion’s most treasured symbol of freedom, the
Statue of Liberty.

In her acceptance speech, Ms. Stout intro-
duced her theme, Liberty and Justice for All,
which is derived from her background in law
and one of the Auxiliary’s main objects, to
maintain and extend the institutions of Amer-
ican freedom and equal rights and justice to
all men and women.
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During her 2001–02 term office, Ms. Stout

will be advocating the programs of the Ladies
Auxiliary, including the raising of $3 million for
the Auxiliary Cancer Aid and Research pro-
gram for the 14th consecutive year, assisting
veterans and their families and volunteering in
our communities.

As a charter Member of the Sperry-Davis
Auxiliary to VFW Post 9151 of Salem, West
Virginia she joined on the eligibility of her fa-
ther, Thair Stout, who served in World War II.
Stout was named Outstanding State President
when she served in that capacity in 1986–87
and has served a total of seven terms as Aux-
iliary President and two terms as District
President.

Stout was appointed to serve as State Sec-
retary for three years and was elected to rep-
resent West Virginia and Virginia on the Na-
tional Council of Administration. She was na-
tional chairman for the Southern Conference
on the Publicity and Legislative programs and
in 1988–89 she served as National Legislative
Director.

After working as a secondary school mathe-
matics teacher, she decided to attend West
Virginia University College of Law and is cur-
rently employed as the General Counsel of the
Treasurer’s Office for the State of West Vir-
ginia. She belongs to the American Bar Asso-
ciation, the West Virginia Bar Association, the
National Association of Bond Lawyers, and the
Laudati Honor Society.

Therefore Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask my
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to Ms.
Diana Stout for her election of National Presi-
dent of the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars.

f

IN HONOR OF DENISE PETERSON-
PENDARVIS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of
Denise Peterson-Pendarvis in recognition of
her long term commitment to her community.

Denise Peterson-Pendarvis attended New
York City Public Schools, namely P.S. 287,
P.S. 307; Junior High School 265 and Fort
Hamilton High School. Later, Ms. Peterson-
Pendarvis obtained a Bachelor’s of Science
Degree in Criminal Justice from John Jay Col-

lege of Criminal Justice. In 1992, she received
her Juris Doctor Degree from Seton Hall Law
School in Newark, NJ.

Ms. Peterson-Pendarvis is currently a Gov-
ernment Relations Liaison at KeySpan Cor-
poration. In this position she represents the
corporation in its work with federal, state, and
local governments. Prior to joining KeySpan,
she worked for the New York City Board of
Education as a Special Education Suspension
Hearing Officer. She also worked as a Court
Attorney for the late Civil Court Judge Ralph
Sparks, Judge Kathym Smith and the Pro Se
Attorney at Bronx County Landlord/Tenant
Court. Ms. Peterson-Pendarvis also worked for
many years as an assistant in my office.

In addition, to her full-time job, Ms. Peter-
son-Pendarvis is the President of the Board of
Directors of Ryerson Towers where she has
resided for the past twenty years. She is re-
sponsible for inter alia, overseeing operations
and management of the $5 million corporation.
She serves as Secretary on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Marcus Garvey Nursing Home;
and recently joined the Board of Directors of
the Lyndon Baines Johnson Health Complex.
She is also a board member of the Clinton Hill
Consortium of Homeowners Inc. a newly
formed organization that advances the con-
cerns of the cooperators of the Clinton Hill/
Fort Greene area.

In 1978, Ms. Peterson-Pendarvis became
interested in ‘‘politics’’ and its relationship to
the community. Since that time, she has co-
ordinated numerous successful campaigns for
all levels of elective office. Denise has proven
leadership, organizational, and advocacy
skills. She is constantly assisting those who
may be less fortunate. She remains aware of
where she came from and appreciates those
who supported and guided her along the way.

Mr. Speaker, Denise Peterson-Pendarvis is
a tireless worker and community leader. As
such, she is more than worthy of receiving our
recognition today. I urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring this truly remarkable woman.
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTION
OF CONNECTICUT’S FIREFIGHTERS

HON. JAMES H. MALONEY
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001
Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,

it is an honor to bring to the attention of the

House of Representatives and the American
people the names of a few of the many fire-
fighters that risked their lives to rescue victims
during the attacks of September 11. I would
like to take this opportunity to recognize the
bravery of these individuals.

John P. Bolton served as a firefighter for the
United States Military Academy for four years
and is an eleven-year veteran of the Danbury
Volunteer Fire Department, Engine 9. Fire-
fighter Bolton spent four days doing search
and rescue at the World Trade Center. He
helped save two New York City firefighters
who were trapped in the Towers. Firefighter
Bolton suffered injuries as a result of his self-
less actions.

Fritz Ludwig and Eric Masters are five-year
veterans of the Southbury Volunteer Fire De-
partment. Firefighter Ludwig and Firefighter
Masters participated in search and rescue ef-
forts in the following days after the attacks.
They helped rescue two New York City fire-
fighters that were trapped in the collapsed
Towers.

The following members of the Danbury Vol-
unteer Fire Department went beyond the call
of duty during the terrorist attacks at the World
Trade Center the week of September 11,
2001. They all performed search and rescue
in a hostile and dangerous environment: Karl
Leach is a seventeen-year veteran and mem-
ber of Engine 10; Doug Evanuska is a ten-
year veteran and member of Engine 10; Don
Fredericks is an eight-year veteran and mem-
ber of Engine 10; Jodie Gomez is a three-year
veteran and member of Engine 10; Rob
Natale is a three-year veteran and member of
Engine 10; Scott Warner is a two-year veteran
and member of Engine 10; David Hull is an
eleven-year veteran and member of Engine 9;
Mark Mederios is a four-year veteran and
member of Engine 9; Jeffrey Matson is an
eleven-year veteran and member of Engine 9;
Christine Colla is an eight-year veteran and
member of Engine 9, and Glen Lake is a four-
year veteran and member of Engine 9.

On behalf of the people of Connecticut’s 5th
District, I wish to express my deepest thanks
to these heroic individuals. The contributions
they made to our community and country at
the risk of their own peril cannot be measured.
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