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TRIBUTE TO ART VALENTI, PRESI-
DENT OF U.A.W. LOCAL 900 RE-
TIREE CHAPTER

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
recognize a man who has dedicated more
than 62 years to the United Automobile Work-
ers, Art Valenti. As one of the original in-plant
organizers who fought to bring the union to
the Ford Motor Company, Art Valenti has
dedicated his life the union movement. This
year, as U.A.W. Local 900 members gathered
to celebrate their 60th Anniversary, they rec-
ognized the Art ‘‘Little Caesar’’ Valenti for
dedicating his life to Local 900 and the U.A.W.
organization.

Beginning work at the old Ford-Lincoln plant
on Livernois in 1939, Art was discharged just
a year later on Friday, December 13, 1940.
This marked the start of his long and laborious
fight against the anti-labor programs in place
at the Ford Service Department. Regardless of
the many obstacles, Art began his efforts to
organize workers in Detroit. Holding dances
that raised countless funds to support union
efforts, Art began organizing at his base, and
was actively involved in many battles and a
strike at the Ford Rouge Plant. When the
U.A.W. Ford Agreement was signed in June of
1941, Art was reinstated to his job at the Ford
Lincoln Plant and became an organizer and
Charter member of Local 900, then a part of
Local 600. Art ‘‘Little Caesar’’ Valenti contin-
ued as a union representative, and while
Treasurer and activist continued his fight
against unfair practices of the Ford-Lincoln su-
pervision and Service Department. In the
years following, Art served his local and cause
as a trustee, guide, and Executive Board
member to Local 900, as well as served as
District Committeeman, Bargaining Com-
mitteeman, and finally President of Local 900.
His hard work and tireless efforts established
dinners for Retirees as appreciation for their
years of service, won the largest individual
back pay award at the time, and was one of
only 25 American Trade Unionists to be sent
to Denmark to visit with Danish Trade Union-
ists in 1952.

Art’s dedication only continued with time,
gaining appointment to the Vice President of
the International Union’s staff in 1957, where
he remained until his retirement in June of
1980. Even after retirement, ‘‘Little Caesar’’
Valenti’s commitment carried him to become
elected as President of the U.A.W. Local 900
Retiree Chapter in 1981, where he has contin-
ued to bring the same fire and loyalty to his
brothers and the union cause.

I applaud Art Valenti for his leadership,
commitment, and service, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in saluting him for his ex-
emplary years of leadership and service.
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Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, Dr. Steve Hyman, Director of the National
Institute of Mental Health at NIH, recently left
NIMH to become Provost of Harvard Univer-
sity. While I am very happy that he has cho-
sen to take this important step, I very much
regret that public service is losing such a sig-
nificant figure working on behalf of patients
and families affected by mental illness.

Steve is a very well known neuroscientist,
and also a gifted communicator. We have
worked together on several issues and events,
most recently a briefing for Members and staff
on the mental health effects of terrorism in the
wake of the awful events of September 11,
2001. Steve has a remarkable ability to leave
his audience—whether it is lay or scientific—
with a more complete understanding of what-
ever complex issue he is addressing. This is
critical to those of us who work to reduce and
eliminate the entrenched stigma about mental
illness that so unfairly plagues patients and
families. As a scientist, Steve has many times
asserted that science shows us absolutely no
reason to treat those with mental illnesses as
anything other than respected individuals af-
fected by treatable illnesses who deserve
health insurance coverage completely com-
mensurate with the coverage provided for
physical ailments. In fact, NIMH recently held
a meeting in which I participated, focusing on
the very real relationship between depression
and physical disorders—something that is crit-
ical to understand.

For too long, those suffering from depres-
sion, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, anxiety
disorders, or any of the other diseases that af-
fect our brain and behavior, have faced dis-
crimination, shame, and even scorn. Leaders
like Steve have given us the tools we need to
argue forcefully and credibly for equal treat-
ment and equal justice. I believe that his lead-
ership, scientific expertise, and his active par-
ticipation in trying to educate policymakers like
us, as well as our constituents—the American
public—have moved us far down the path to
eliminating stigma. Steve and NIMH were very
much involved in the development of the un-
precedented Surgeon General’s Report on
Mental Health, a groundbreaking document
that has had a major impact in this country.
He also was a key participant in the equally
groundbreaking White House Conference on
Mental Health held in June of 1999, a public
event that featured the President and First
Lady, the Vice President and Mrs. Gore, and
many, many Members of Congress.

While we will miss Steve Hyman, I am con-
fident that the course he has set for NIMH,
and the people he has left to steer it, will en-
able it to continue to move steadily forward. I
know that Steve has left a strong institution,
but he has also left a major challenge for his

successor—to continue the momentum that he
has built up over the five and one-half years
he served us as NIMH Director. I haven’t
known him for a long number of years, but I
do know Steve Hyman well enough to know
that he will continue his role as champion of
patients and their families, and that we are all
better off for it.
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HON. STEVE ISRAEL
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to recognize three of
New York’s outstanding young students:
Amanda Jenkins, Sarah Goshman and Me-
lissa Nunnenkamp. In January, the young
women of their troop will honor them by be-
stowing upon them the Girl Scouts Gold
Medal.

Since the beginning of this century, the Girl
Scouts of America have provided thousands of
youngsters each year the opportunity to make
friends, explore new ideas, and develop lead-
ership skills while learning self-reliance and
teamwork.

These awards are presented only to those
who possess the qualities that make our na-
tion great: commitment to excellence, hard
work, and genuine love of community service.
The Gold Awards represent the highest
awards attainable by junior and high school
Girl Scouts.

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the recipients of these awards, as their
activities are indeed worthy of praise. Their
leadership benefits our community and they
serve as role models for their peers.

Also, we must not forget the unsung heroes,
who continue to devote a large part of their
lives to make all this possible. Therefore, I sa-
lute the families, scout leaders, and countless
others who have given generously of their
time and energy in support of scouting.

It is with great pride that I recognize the
achievements of Amanda, Sarah and Melissa
and bring the attention of Congress to these
successful young women on their day of rec-
ognition.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, a previously
scheduled commitment prevented me from
being in Washington, D.C. and voting on H.
Con. Res. 280 on December 4, 2001. Con-
sistent with my record of strong support for
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Israel, I would have voted yes on this impor-
tant legislation. H. Con. Res. 280 expresses
solidarity with the people of Israel in the fight
against terrorism.

The horrific murders of 26 innocent people
by Palestinian terrorists during the weekend of
December 1–2 make clear the need for all
Americans to show their support for the peo-
ple and Israel during this dangerous and trou-
bled time. Our nation has no more consistent
friend and ally in the international struggle
against terrorism than Israel. The people of
Israel set an invaluable international example
with their commitment to democracy and free-
dom and dedication to working for peace. The
people of Israel continue to pay a high price
for these ideals. Their nation remains a target
of a deadly and unrelenting terror campaign
that is often aimed directly at young people
and families. Israel deserves and needs our
unwavering support at this difficult time.

I strongly support the resolution’s call for the
Palestinian Authority to destroy the infrastruc-
ture of Palestinian terrorist groups and to pur-
sue and arrest terrorist whose incarceration
has been called for by Israel. I strongly urge
President bush to take any and all steps to as-
sure these goals are met, including sus-
pending all relations with Yasir Arafat and the
Palestinian Authority if necessary.

The safety and security of all people of the
world who value freedom and respect the rule
of law has never been more threatened. The
United States and Israel must remain the clos-
est of allies in our mutual quest to stop ter-
rorism and work for peace. I am pleased to
give H. Con. Res. 280 my unqualified support.
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TRIBUTE TO ANNETTE M. RAIN-
WATER, DEDICATED ACTIVIST
AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZER

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a woman who has given her life to the
pursuit of justice and equality.

Annette M. Rainwater is one of Detroit’s
most committed activists. She came of age at
a time when our country and our democracy
were at a crossroads. When Dr. King called
on Americans to join together to stand up for
their rights, to register voters, to fulfill the
promise of democracy, she answered that call.
She answered it with passion, intelligence,
and faith that we could shape a better future.
Not only did Annette get involved, she stayed
involved. Over the years, she has held leader-
ship positions with such organizations as the
Southern Christian Leadership Council, the
NAACP, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, and the National Political Con-
gress of Black Women, just to name a few.
But in all of these roles, her capacity to inspire
others and her determination shone through.

Annette also worked tirelessly in her com-
munity. As a precinct delegate, she knocked
on countless doors and recruited many volun-
teers. When it came time to get out the vote,
Annette was always ready to help. She has of-
fered her skills as an organizer as well,
through her roles as a Board member of the
Fifteenth Democratic District Congressional
Organization and Democratic Party State Cen-

tral member. She has also been a dedicated
public servant, serving as the chief of staff for
Councilman Clyde Cleveland.

Although Annette is retiring, she will leave a
legacy of activists and public servants to con-
tinue her work. She has been a mentor to
many, including Llenda Jackson-Leslie, Vice
President of the National Women’s Political
Caucus, Judge Greg Mathis, and Wayne
County Commissioner Jewel Ware. These
leaders and others will help keep the stories of
the civil rights struggle alive—and help make
sure that we move forward, and never forgot
where we’ve been.

To paraphrase Dr. Martin Luther King, the
measure of a person is not where she stands
in moments of comfort and convenience, but
where she stands at times of challenge and
controversy. During one of the most difficult
times in our history, Annette Rainwater stood
for justice, equality, and a future that would
allow all Americans the opportunity to reach
our fullest potential.

Detroit is a better place because Annette
Rainwater calls it home. She has earned our
thanks for her half-century of selfless dedica-
tion to creating a more just city, state and na-
tion.
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BOOK DEVELOPED BY RON
MORGAN

HON. DAVE WELDON
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, Ron
Morgan of Cape Canaveral, Florida, is becom-
ing a well known expert on the U.S. flag. He
has developed a comprehensive book, The
American Spirit in the New Millennium, that
endeavors to renew pride in our flag and to
present a fair case about its legal protections,
effectively countering the arguments of those
who would allow our flag to be desecrated. He
wants to inspire further research and study of
not just the history of the flag, but United
States history, law and government. I am
proud that Ron Morgan is my constituent on
Florida’s Space Coast, and I thank him for his
hard work and dedication to promote the val-
ues represented in our flag. I wish to enter
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a chapter
from his book that was updated since the Sep-
tember 11 attacks:

AMERICA UNITED—A CALL TO HONOR

On January 1 in the year 2000, the entire
world was transfixed as a glowing ball of
light descended above Times Square, amid
the cheers and adulations of over one million
New Yorkers. The amazing technology of the
last century provided live pictures of this
joyous event to every nation in the world, as
the global celebration of Y2K signaled the
grand commencement of this new millen-
nium.

On September 11 in the year 2001, the en-
tire world was transfixed as the symbol of
this new millennium, the mighty twin tow-
ers of the World Trade Center, descended in
a horrendous roar of fiery steel and concrete,
with the unspeakable loss of thousands of in-
nocent men, women and children from Amer-
ica and from 80 sovereign nations around the
globe. The amazing technology of the last
century provided live pictures of this insane
crime against humanity, as the world reeled
in terror.

As the immensity of the horror overcame
the paralyzing visual shock, people from
every nation on earth truly believed they
were witnessing the beginning of the end of
the civilized world—or as many describe it,
the Apocalypse. The bright sunshine was in-
stantly transformed into the pitch-blackness
of a moonless night by billowing clouds of
black carbon, grey concrete and white ash.
Clouds that had not been seen in our nation
for 70 years, since the towering clouds of
brown dust swept relentlessly across the
Great Plains in the 1930’s and turned Amer-
ica’s heartland into America’s wasteland.

Fellow human beings began to emerge
from those clouds, from the darkness into
the light. Some walked, some ran, some car-
ried each other—but all moved with dignity.
The eerie, ash covered figures that stepped
out of those clouds into the waiting arms of
the rescuers, displayed no recognizable eth-
nic or racial characteristics visible to the
naked eye.

We were one with them, and they were
ours. New York City was truly united in a
heroic display of courage, self-sacrifice, and
compassion.

The mightiest city on the planet was
brought to its knees in seconds by an act of
barbarism unparalleled in history. But as the
dust settled amid the raging fires that still
burned, a wondrous transformation slowly
enveloped that scene of mindless carnage.

The true American spirit began to rise
higher than the tall towers that once domi-
nated the skyline of New York. It gave vi-
brant notice that we have suffered a grievous
wound, we have lost uncounted lives, but we
will not be bowed, we will endure!

The spirit of courage that drove our fear-
less and tireless firefighters, police officers,
medical personnel and scores of civilian vol-
unteers, who offered their own lives to save
others. The spirit of help that mobilized the
entire city to aid and comfort the victims,
their families and the rescuers who contin-
ued to brave unrelenting danger. The spirit
of prayer that brought people of all faiths to-
gether, as never before in memory.

The spirit that galvanized the entire na-
tion, with volunteers from every state and
even foreign nations streaming in New York
to help in the enormous effort of recovery.
The United States Congress and the Admin-
istration were truly unified for the first time
since World War II. Our nation spoke with
one voice, with one purpose and with one
message—This terror shall not endure. Our
citizens and our freedoms shall be defended
and preserved. Justice under law will prevail!

And the unyielding symbol of the Amer-
ican spirit began to appear on the helmets
and the tunics of the incredible rescue per-
sonnel. It began to appear on cabs, buses,
trucks, cars and subway trains. It appeared
on apartments, shop windows, buildings,
houses, street signs, light poles and trees. It
was worn on lapels, shirts, jackets and hats.
It was carried by hand and was waved on
high. It was draped on the smoldering steel
frames of a once mighty edifice, as a proud
badge of honor and an unmistakable pledge
of resolve and perseverance in the face of un-
conscionable evil. The Flag of the United
States of America became our rallying cry
and our inspiration, just as it has countless
times before in the face of tragedy and ad-
versity. it asked nothing in return, just the
chance to serve us if we needed something
beyond ourselves to remind us of our goal.

There is an incredible historical mosaic
that blends and intertwines the past and the
present in every city, town, and village in
America. That mosaic was never more viv-
idly displayed than in the streets of down-
town New York on those fateful days in Sep-
tember 2001.

212 years ago President George Washington
knelt down in St. Paul’s Chapel, nestled near
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