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She began her involvement in the commu-
nity during the 1960's as a member of Brook-
lyn C.O.R.E. While working at Kingsboro Jew-
ish Medical Center, in the Telecommunications
Department, she served as a member of the
Executive Hearings and Appeals Board on
both Hospital and Guild Divisions for 1199
Hospital Union. She also served as a member
of the Chapter Hearing and Appeals Board
within the Hospital. In addition, Renae has
served as a delegate to several departments
of Kingsbrook, as well as, borough representa-
tive for all Brooklyn Hospitals with an 1199 af-
filiation. Renae also has worked in real estate
marketing and sales in addition to having an
appraisal background from New York Univer-
sity.

In 1987, Renae, became a member of Saint
Mary Episcopal Church joining the Episcopal
Church women’s group and serving on the
Altar Guild. In 1990, Renae served as the Vice
President of the Crown Heights Kiwanis Club
International. She helped focus the efforts of
the club on the needs of children. Under
Renae’s guidance, the organization became
involved with Magnolia Tree—A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn Project. The project involved 100
international children working to improve and
enhance the beauty by planting trees.

Renae became a licensed Foster Parent
with the Richard Allen Center on Life Agency
in 1994. She received her twin boys in early
1996 and was appointed to the executive
board of Foster and Adoptive Parents Asso-
ciation. Continuing to be a Foster Parent in
1996, Renae came to the Central Brooklyn
Coordinating Council—CBCC. In 1997, Renae
was appointed to the Executive Board for Fos-
ter and Adoptive Parents Association locally.
Recently, Renae was appointed to serve on
the By-laws Committee, for Eureka Grand
Chapter in 1998 OESPHA.

Renae is currently an Executive Board
member of the New York State Foster and
Adoptive Parents Association as Chairperson
of Community Development. She is a member
of International and National Foster Parents
Association and a candidate for Regional Il
Vice-President. Renae is an advisor to the
Forestdale Family Service Agency, Little Flow-
er Family Service Agency and Foster and
Adoptive Parent Association Board Locals.
She has facilitated many workshops on Foster
and Adoptive Care in School District 17.
Renae is also an Executive Board Member of
Community Board 17 serving on the Education
and Commerce Committees. She is Chair of
the Foster Care Sub-committee under the So-
cial Services Committees. While working tire-
lessly on behalf of her community, Renae has
also raised her daughter. She has been
blessed by the success of her daughter and
her daughter's dedication to give back to the
community in any way that she can.

Mr. Speaker, Renae Smith is committed to
serving children and her community. As such,
she is more than worthy of receiving our rec-
ognition today and | urge my colleagues to
join me in honoring this truly remarkable
woman.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2001

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber on De-
cember 5, 2001 when rollcall votes Nos. 469,
470, 471, 472, 473, 474 and rollcall vote 475
were cast. | want the record to show that had
| been present in this chamber at the time
these votes were cast, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall vote 469, “yea” on rollcall
vote 470, “yea” on rollcall vote 471, “yea” on
rollcall vote 472, “yea” on rollcall vote 473,
“yea” on rollcall vote 474, and “yea” on roll-
call vote 475.

TRIBUTE TO FRANCIS AND JEAN
DOMENIGONI, 2001 DISTIN-
GUISHED CITIZENS GOOD SCOUT
OF THE YEAR AWARD

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2001

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a couple whose dedication to
the community and to the overall well-being of
California’s Inland Empire is unparalleled. On
December 11, 2001, Francis and Jean
Domenigoni will be honored as Distinguished
Citizens for the Good Scout of the Year
Award.

The Domenigoni family is one of the oldest
pioneering families in the region. They share a
history that is as rich as the soil in which they
have farmed for over five generations. Angelo
Domenigoni, along with his brother Peter and
a friend named Gaudenzio Garbani, immi-
grated to this great nation in 1874. The patri-
arch of the family, Angelo, arrived in “Pleasant
Valley”, now known as Winchester in 1879,
and set the Domenigoni family on the road to
achieving the American Dream. Through hard
work and dedication he and his wife, Maria
Antonia established a life that was blessed
with seven children: Antonio, Natal, Peter,
Jack, Rita, Serafina and Dominica. Antonio
married Dominica Fiscalini and they had five
beautiful children of their own; Angelo,
Francis, Julia, Fred, and Elsa. All five children
were born and raised on the ranch. Fred and
Francis Domenigoni carried on the family
farming operation all of their lives.

Francis Domenigoni married Jean Connell,
a member of the Garbani Family. Continuing
in the tradition of his parents, Francis and
Jean raised five children; Richard, Larry, Don-
ald, Andy, and Steve. Together with his son,
Andy, Francis managed the family’s farming
and ranching business for twenty years. In
1997, Francis passed away, leaving his wife
Jean, his sons, and grandchildren to carry on
the family legacy.

For the past fifty years, the Domenigoni
Family has been a major sponsor and contrib-
utor to the Junior Livestock Auction and Farm-
ers Fair. Active members in the Riverside
County Farm Bureau, they support the Win-
chester Harvesters and Pleasant Valley 4H
Programs. The Domenigoni's have also
opened their ranch for the past decade for a
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riding event to support the Juvenile Diabetes
Foundation and American Disabilities Associa-
tion. The family also recently dedicated a
building shell for the Winchester Community
Center and Recreation Facility.

The Domenigonis continue to endorse high-
er education by sponsoring the UC Riverside
Foundation, the Mt. San Jacinto College Foun-
dation, and providing annual scholarships to
agricultural students at Hemet and West Val-
ley High Schools. They are also active partici-
pants in the Winchester Homeowner's Asso-
ciation; the Chambers of Commerce in Win-
chester, Murrieta, and Temecula; the River-
side County Property Owners’ Association; the
Murrieta Temecula Group, and the Hemet-San
Jacinto Action Group.

It is a well deserved honor and | am proud
to pay homage today to a family who has
done much for the people in my district.

TRIBUTE TO WILLIE NELSON
HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2001

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to pay tribute and honor the
philanthropic efforts of legendary country
music star, Willie Nelson.

Mr, Nelson recently came to the City of
Brea and held a benefit concert to raise funds
for the La Habra-Brea Boys and Girls Club.
Mr. Nelson treated some 400 country music
fans to an intimate and memorable evening of
his treasured ballads and tunes and, in the
process, raised more than $100,000 to help
build the Boys and Girls Club an all-purpose
facility.

The event was arranged by La Habra-Brea
Boys and Girls Club Board Member Tom Dun-
can, who approached Mr. Nelson, his long-
time client and friend, about the need for a
permanent club facility in Brea. Mr. Nelson
readily agreed to donate his time and talent to
kick off the capital campaign with a benefit
concert. Unocal Corporation generously of-
fered to host the event in the Hartley Center
auditorium in their Brea facility.

The Boys and Girls Clubs across the nation
are professional, non-profit organizations that
serve children ages seven to eighteen. Dedi-
cated employees help these young people de-
velop character and provide opportunities for
healthy social recreation, physical education,
as well as citizenship and leadership skills.
Proceeds from this successful event will bring
the reality of a safe-haven for the youth of the
community a step closer.

According to Mr. Duncan, “Willie's a good-
hearted soul and he likes to help people who
need it.” Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that
this 107th Congress join me in saluting the be-
nevolent and compassionate acts of a “Great
American,” Willie Nelson.

————

IN HONOR OF P.O. GLADYS
FIGUEROA

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
P.O. Gladys Figueroa in recognition of her




E2228

twenty-one years of service to the New York
City Police Department and the people of New
York.

Gladys Figueroa was born in Ponce, Puerto
Rico. Her parents brought her to New York
City in search of a better life when she was
four years old. They settled in Williamsburg,
Brooklyn where she attended elementary
through high school. She graduated from
Eastern District High School in 1971. After her
first semester at Queens College, Gladys de-
cided to leave school and enter the work
force. Gladys has been working since the age
of 14 as a summer youth worker.

While working, she held various positions:
Receptionist, Administrative Aide, Legal Sec-
retary, Cashier, Salesperson, and Waitress. At
the same time, she was always looking for
something else. She attended various trade
schools, such as Airline Training, Massage,
Home Improvement, etc. in January 1980, she
finally found her home when she joined the
ranks of the New York City Police Department.
She was assigned to the 79th Precinct where
she spent 13 years of her career. Her first as-
signment was to patrol the streets of Bedford-
Stuyvesant. She saw everything that her pre-
cinct had to offer; her worst assignments were
dealing with domestic violence issues. After
five years on patrol she was assigned to the
Community Affairs office of the 79th Precinct,
where she remained for the subsequent eight
years. Her most rewarding task was working
with the Youth and Community Councils. In
1994, Gladys was transferred to the Brooklyn
North Community Affairs Office. She remained
there until her retirement date on September
30, 2001.

Gladys is a people person. She enjoyed the
various tasks associated with representing the
police in a positive way with the community.
She assisted in senior citizens programs, the
Citizens Academy, and girl's basketball. She
was especially fond of working holidays with
senior citizens or bringing food to homebound
AIDS patients. One of her last assignments
was to join the Domestic Violence unit of the
90th Precinct. Her next assignment will be her
most significant and most difficult, serving as
a full time mom to her pride and joy, 14-year-
old Diola, and 12-year-old Alejandro Castillo.

Mr. Speaker, Gladys Figueroa has served
the people of Brooklyn and New York City for
over twenty-one years of proud and dedicated
service as a New York City Police Officer. As
such, she is more than worthy of our recogni-
tion today. | hope that all of my colleagues will
join me in honoring this truly remarkable
woman.

———

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 3427, AF-
GHANISTAN FREEDOM AND RE-
CONSTRUCTION ACT OF 2001

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2001

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing H.R. 3427, the Afghanistan Freedom
and Reconstruction Act of 2001. | want to
thank my good friend, the Gentleman from
New York, Mr. ACKERMAN, ranking Democratic
Member of the Middle East and South Asia
subcommittee. Without his hard work and that
of his staff, we would have never reached this
point.
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As we speak, the Taliban leadership is on
the run. The capital city of Kabul has been lib-
erated from Taliban control, as have key cities
across Afghanistan. The final pockets of re-
sistance are surrounded and facing imminent
defeat. And as freedom returns to Afghani-
stan, women are throwing off their veils and
men are lining up at barber shops to shave
their beards after years of repressive rule.

Now is the time for swift action by this Con-
gress, for the United States to demonstrate to
the people of Afghanistan and throughout the
Muslim world that the military campaign
against Al-Qaida and the Taliban is neither a
war against Muslims nor a war against the Af-
ghan people. Yes, the United States is com-
mitted to wipe-out the terrorist network in Af-
ghanistan. But we must be equally committed
to helping the Afghan people reclaim their
country and rebuild their lives. We may be
close to winning the war but we are far from
winning the peace.

The United States did not live up to its com-
mitment after the Soviet invasion of Afghani-
stan was repulsed. We left the people of Af-
ghanistan and our friends in Pakistan to fend
for themselves. Afghanistan disintegrated as a
result, as warlords pillaged the country, fol-
lowed by the Taliban’s repressive rule and ulti-
mately the rise of terrorist elements.

Mr. Chairman, we must not permit the past
to be repeated in Afghanistan. Yesterday, the
representatives from all major factions in Af-
ghanistan signed a landmark agreement to
create a broad-based, multiethnic, gender-sen-
sitive, fully-representative government in Af-
ghanistan. After over 20 years of civil war, for-
eign occupation, and oppression, the people
of Afghanistan see rays of hope breaking
through their clouds of fear.

Over the last few months, the International
Relations Committee has held a series of
hearings regarding the humanitarian needs in
Afghanistan, the possibilities for reconstruc-
tion, and Afghani hopes for the future. Based
on these hearings, it is clear to me that we
must help the Afghan people secure a future
for their children that is free from war and built
on the same hopes and aspirations held by
all-freedom loving people around the world.

Achieving this vision for Afghanistan is not
only a moral and humanitarian impulse—it is a
national security imperative. If we are to pre-
vent future terrorist attacks targeting the
United States, we must provide a positive al-
ternative to the poverty, repression, and reli-
gious fanaticism that breeds terrorists such as
Osama bin Laden and his minions.

H.R. 3427, the Afghan Freedom and Recon-
struction Act of 2001 does just that. The bill:

Expresses a sense of Congress on the U.S.
policy towards Afghanistan, including pro-
moting its neutrality, supporting a broad-
based, multi-ethnic, gender-sensitive, fully rep-
resentative government, and maintaining a
significant commitment to the relief, rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction of Afghanistan.

Authorizes $77.5 million for broadcasting to
Afghanistan;

Authorizes $325 million for humanitarian as-
sistance to Afghanistan in fiscal year 2003;

Authorizes $150 million for fiscal year 2002
and 2003 for a multinational security force in
Afghanistan and authorizes funding for civil
advisers for that country for the interim or tran-
sitional authority;

Authorizes $875 million for rehabilitation and
reconstruction assistance for fiscal years
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2002-2005, with—conditions for each year to
ensure that benchmarks laid out in the De-
cember 5, 2001 Bonn Agreement between the
various Afghan factions are being met; assist-
ance for agriculture, health care, education,
vocational training, disarmament and demobili-
zation, and anti-corruption and good govern-
ance programs; a special emphasis on assist-
ance to women and girls; a report on assist-
ance actually provided; and authority to pro-
vide some of this assistance through a multi-
lateral fund.

Authorizes $60 million for Democracy and
human rights initiatives for fiscal years 2002
through 2004;

Authorizes $62.5 for a contribution to the
UN Drug Control Program for fiscal years
2002 through 2004 to reduce or eliminate the
trafficking of illicit drugs in Afghanistan.

Authorizes $65 million for a new secure dip-
lomatic facility in Afghanistan.

Requires the President to consult with Con-
gress on any ongoing support for remnants of
the Taliban, including sanctions against any
country that provides such support.

We are committed to supporting the people
of Afghanistan in their quest to established a
broad-based government that respects human
rights—especially the rights of women and
children—and practices religious tolerance.

Mr. Chairman, |, along with GARY ACKER-
MAN, the ranking member on the Middle East
and South Asia subcommittee, and the Gen-
tlewoman from Florida, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, the
Chairman of the International Operations and
Human Rights subcommittee, am introducing
this legislation to put the U.S. Congress
squarely behind the people of Afghanistan and
its nascent hopes for a brighter future.

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES S. KNISLEY

HON. JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR.

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2001

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, | was deeply
saddened to hear of the passing of my dear
friend Charles S. Knisley.

Charles S. Knisley was a renowned master
horse trainer, and an upstanding citizen of the
community dedicated to his friends and be-
loved children.

Charles had a life-long love for horses. He
was a Master Horse Trainer and produced two
outstanding Saddlebred stallions: Prime Time
and a half and Sparkling Running Wild.

He worked with Ms. Linda Copper, an ac-
complished horsewoman in her own right, and
Judith and Bill Cottrill, who established some
of the finest blood stock of Saddlebred horses
in America.

He loved the Saddlebred horse, was an ex-
pert farrier of show horses and was an expert
rider and handler of high strung Saddlebred
show stock for Ms. Cooper.

Chuck, as he was known to his friends, al-
ways had a good word for all; but he was not
known to say much. He spoke with his deeds!

Charles “Chuck” Knisley was a great father,
a great husband, a great friend, a great horse-
man and a great American. He will be sorely
missed.
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