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The beneficial effects of these projects are
endless. | could not be more pleased with the
outcome of this conference report and remain
grateful for the unwavering support of this
committee.

——————

CONDEMNATION OF HUMAN
CLONING

HON. BOB SCHAFFER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to express in the most serious terms my oppo-
sition to the recent acts of Advanced Cell
Technology in Massachusetts to create the
first cloned human embryo. Most scientific dis-
coveries are a step forward for human kind,
but ACT’s announcement over the Thanks-
giving holiday does not pose such promise. In-
stead, it signifies a sick and perverted experi-
ment that will result in the destruction of hun-
dreds of lives and the devaluing of all human
life.

We all remember Dolly the sheep, the first
cloned animal in the world. Well, Mr. Speaker,
Dolly was the result of 277 attempts at cre-
ating a cloned sheep. Sheep numbers 1-276
didn’t make it. They all died in different stages
of development and were discarded. Do we
want to allow such experimentation to be con-
ducted on the human race? If we allow such
a mad science to occur, we will be permitting
the same kind of immoral practices as the
human eugenics experiments in Nazi Ger-
many.

Mr. Speaker, Congress must act now to ban
human cloning before America becomes host
to another holocaust. In July of this year, our
colleagues in House acted in a timely and re-
sponsible manner to pass legislation banning
human cloning. The bill passed in a bipartisan
manner by more than 100 votes.

Since that time, Majority Leader of the op-
posing house has demonstrated an utter dis-
regard for human life by preventing the bill
from going forward at the other end of the
Capitol. | now urge the majority leader of the
other body to follow this House, the President
and the will of the American people to bring
H.R. 2505 to an immediate vote. The time is
short as groups like ACT are pushing forward
to create the first cloned human being. We
must stop these crimes against humanity be-
fore it is too late.

IN HONOR OF TAMMY BLANCHARD

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor and pay tribute to Tammy Blanchard
for winning an Emmy in her portrayal of the
young Judy Garland in “Me and My Shadow:
Life with Judy Garland.” The Bayonne Public
School System will recognize her outstanding
accomplishments by declaring Wednesday,
December 5, 2001, as “Tammy Blanchard
Day.” On December 5th, Ms. Blanchard will
be honored during a fundraising party at
Chandelier Restaurant in Bayonne, New Jer-
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sey. Proceeds from this event will benefit the
Bayonne High School Vocal Music Program.

Tammy Blanchard has enjoyed an extensive
and successful acting and modeling career
that has included many awards and acclama-
tions. She has appeared in numerous tele-
vision commercials and has modeled for sev-
eral teen magazines and catalogues. In addi-
tion to her acting role in “Me and My Shadow:
Life with Judy Garland,” Tammy Blanchard
has also appeared in episodes of “Guiding
Light” and “Law and Order.” Future projects
include acting parts in “The Promise,” sched-
uled to be in movie theaters April, 2002, and
the upcoming Lifetime television movie, “We
Were the Mulvaneys.”

A native of Bayonne, New Jersey, Tammy
Blanchard is a 1994 graduate of Bayonne
High School. She continues to reside in Ba-
yonne, sharing a house with her mother, Ms.
Patricia Rettig, and her brothers, William Blan-
chard Ill and Thomas Walters.

In light of her many accomplishments, |
would like to extend my personal congratula-
tions and my warmest regards to Tammy
Blanchard for her many achievements.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Tammy Blanchard for her magnifi-
cent acting career and commitment to helping
assist students in the Bayonne Public School
System.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. GENNARO J.
DIMASO 2001 MAN OF THE
YEAR” COLUMBUS DAY CELE-
BRATION

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, each year the
Italian American community celebrates Colum-
bus Day, with festivities including a weekend
of food, music, and fun, as well as an annual
Columbus Day Parade and Banquet. With or-
ganizations and committees dedicated to pro-
moting and preserving the Italian-American
heritage through language, culture, music, and
social events, the Columbus Day Committee is
no exception. Honoring distinguished ltalian-
Americans who have shown outstanding serv-
ice in their local communites, each year the
Columbus Day Committee selects individuals
who demonstrate these qualities. On Sunday,
October 7, as the families and friends gath-
ered together at their annual Columbus Day
Banquet, they recognized Dr. Gennaro J.
DiMaso as their “2001 Man of the Year”.

As past president of the St. John Guild and
recipient of the Guild’'s Lifetime Achievement
Award, Dr. Gennaro J. DiMaso has dem-
onstrated outstanding dedication and commit-
ment to both the Italian and American commu-
nities. Dr. DiMaso has truly dedicated his time
and efforts to the care of generations of chil-
dren. With an unconventional, but warm-
hearted approach, Dr. DiMaso, “the doctor in
blue jeans” has devoted his life and profes-
sion to providing patients with the highest
standards of quality health care. Under-
standing that the “only treasure on Earth we
have are kids”, he has worked tirelessly for 44
years to meet the needs of his young patients,
and never refused care to an impoverished
child.
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Dr. DiMaso instilled in his young eastside
patients the importance of hard work and com-
mitment to the community. As a young boy, he
dreamed of becoming a doctor and helping
others while he worked with his father to sell
vegetables in their Brooklyn neighborhood,
growing up in an area where going to high
school, let alone medical school, was unheard
of. He has passed along this tradition of per-
severance and community service to his four
children and six grandchildren.

| applaud the 2001 Columbus Day Com-
mittee and Dr. DiMaso for their leadership,
commitment, and service, and | urge my col-
leagues to join me in saluting them for their
exemplary years of leadership and service.

TRIBUTE TO SUE ELLEN PANITCH
HON. JOHN W. OLVER

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Sue Ellen Panitch of Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts for her outstanding contributions to
her community. Since 1965, Ms. Panitch has
been somewhat of a “super-volunteer” in Hol-
yoke, having served on numerous boards and
commissions, including the Conservation
Commission, the Holyoke Community College
Foundation, The Therapeutic Equestrian Cen-
ter, The Future Begins Here, the Council of
Human Understanding and the Holyoke Tax-
payers Association.

Sue Ellen began her long career as a volun-
teer at the gift shop at Providence Hospital,
and continues to this day to be one of
Holyoke’s greatest civic champions. Just last
month, through Sue Ellen’s efforts, the “911
Fund,” created by the Holyoke Firefighters
union—Local 1693, became eligible to receive
a portion of the proceeds raised at the 2002
The Future Begins Here charity event. The
911 Fund benefits victims of the September
11 terrorist attacks and their families.

Ms. Panitch’s dedication to creating a better
community has been so remarkable that the
Holyoke Rotary Club recently honored her with
its prestigious William G. Dwight Award. | can’'t
think of a more deserving recipient of this
award, and | hope that Sue Ellen will continue
to contribute so selflessly to her city. Holyoke
is a much better place due to her life’'s work.
Thank you Sue Ellen Panitch.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE CALI-

FORNIA FIVE MILE REGIONAL
LEARNING CENTER TRANSFER
ACT

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, today | am
pleased to introduce legislation to transfer
27.1 acres of National Forest Service property
from the Stanislaus Forest to the Clovis Uni-
fied School District. By so doing, this legisla-
tion will permit the school district to continue
to operate the Five Mile Regional Learning
Center on this National Forest land and, more
to the point, it will now allow the school district
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to fund vitally necessary capital improvements
to the Learning Center facilities. Without this
legislation, these improvements and non-fed-
eral expenditures would not be allowed and
the Learning Center could not continue due to
dilapidation.

This legislation, therefore, should be consid-
ered non-controversial and an exercise in co-
operative and effective local, state and federal
government relations.

The Five Mile Regional Learning Center is
an Outdoor Environmental Education School
that benefits youth from all over the state of
California. Classes range from forest to raptor
studies with an emphasis on natural resource
conservation. In addition to the environmental
education program the school district offers
course work on character development, team
building, and individualized challenge activities
such as high ropes. During the summer the
site is used by a variety of groups, including
Educators, DeMolay, Girl Scouts, basketball
camps and school leadership students. In ad-
dition, a number of counties in conjunction
with local and state agencies bring “At risk
kids” to the program’s Life’s Alternatives In-
volving Risks (LAIR) Adventure Academy.

The Regional Learning Center serves 138
schools from approximately 60 school districts
in California. Approximately 14,000 students
participated in this educational program last
year. Counties served include: Contra Costa,
El Dorado, Fresno, Madera, Marin, Merced,
Sacramento, San Francisco, San Joaquin,
San Luis Obispo, Stanislaus, Toulumne, and
Tulare. It operated three basketball camps that
reached nearly 1,000 boys and girls. DeMolay,
Fresno North LDS, and Four Square Church
account for another 400 people using the facil-
ity. A project is in development that would uti-
lize the LAIR area as an Elderhostel site fo-
cusing on living during the Gold Rush days.

The Five Mile Regional Learning Center is a
Forest Service Administrative site located in
the Mi Wok Ranger District, Stanislaus Forest.
The site includes bartacks, a mess hall, class-
rooms, a gymnasium and shop buildings. This
site is 27.1 acres.

Approximately 100 additional acres adjacent
to the National Forest are used as part of the
comprehensive conservation/education pro-
gram for trails, campsites, ballfields, bird mew
sites, bird blinds, and a tree nursery.

The 120 acre Five Mile Regional Learning
Center has been operated by the Clovis Uni-
fied School District since 1989. Prior to that
the Fresno County Office of Education starting
in 1969 operated the project.

While the Five Mile Regional Learning Cen-
ter is located on National Forest Land, the fed-
eral government plays no role in the operation
or maintenance of the facilities used by the
program or in delivery of the educational pro-
gram. The National Forest Service merely per-
mits the use of these facilities and lands to the
Clovis Unified School District, and monitors
the program to ensure that permit require-
ments are adhered to.

The buildings and structures that are lo-
cated on the 27.1 acres of main property have
been in existence since the early 1960’s. How-
ever, the Forest Service has not funded or ap-
propriated monies to maintain or operate
these buildings. According to Forest Service
documents the “Regional Learning Center fa-
cility has outlived its life by years and if it were
not for the efforts of the Clovis Unified School
District, the buildings would be in a state of
disrepair useable to no one.”
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In addition, Stanislaus National Forest Su-
pervisor Ben Del Villar has stated to the Clovis
Unified School District, in correspondence,
“We believe that your acquisition of the learn-
ing center would be in the best interest of the
public and the Forest Service.”

Without transfer of ownership the Clovis
Unified School District is prohibited from
spending its money on capital improvements
to ensure that these facilities do not fall into
disrepair to the extent that they would be un-
usable.

The Clovis Unified School District has on
average spent more that $1 million per year
over the last 12 years on operation and main-
tenance.

In addition to the ongoing commitment of
more than $1 million per year in operation
costs, the Clovis Unified School District is will-
ing to invest $5 million over 5 years in capital
improvements and renovations to the existing
facilities.

The legislation authorizes a new Special
Use permit that would essentially continue the
authorization for Clovis to use the adjacent
100 or so acres presently used but on which
no structures in need of capital improvement
exist.

The federal costs of this transfer are admin-
istrative-only and negligible to the value that
the school district will be spending to increase
the value of the property and run this impor-
tant educational program for the children of
California.

———

RECOGNITION OF NATALIE
AURAND OF MIFFLIN, PENNSYL-
VANIA

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ms. Natalie Aurand, a resident of
my district from Mifflin County, Pennsylvania.
The Future Farmers of America recently
awarded Natalie the American Degree, their
highest honor, at the organization’s 74th Na-
tional Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. Nat-
alie, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Aurand,
is a fourth generation Mifflin County Farmer
and a very active member of the Big Valley
FFA Chapter. She is the first person from her
chapter to receive an American Degree in 17
years.

Prior to receiving her American Degree,
Natalie earned her Greenhand, Chapter, and
Keystone degrees by completing supervised
agriculture experience projects in Beef, Swine,
and Sheep finishing, Farm Hand Worker, and
Home Garden. She is an extremely indus-
trious and involved individual, having held sev-
eral offices within her FFA Chapter. She con-
tinues to be active in FFA and participates in
the organization’s various county, state, and
national events. She is currently attending
Delaware Valley College where she is major-
ing in Agricultural Education.

Mr. Speaker, | am sure you will join me in
congratulating Natalie on her accomplishment
and her extraordinary service to the FFA. She
is truly an outstanding individual and | wish
her well in her future endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO FIRST NATIONAL
BANK OF LAS ANIMAS

HON. BOB SCHAFFER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the First National Bank of Las
Animas, Colorado. Last month, First Bank
celebrated its 100th year of business.

First National received its original charter on
November 26, 1901, by the U.S. Comptroller
of Currency. The history of First National can
be traced to 1875 when it was then named
Bent County Bank. At the time, it was the only
bank between Pueblo, Colorado and Garden
City, Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the
bank for its longstanding presence and exem-
plary service to the community of eastern Col-
orado.

First National Bank has long been a founda-
tion of capitalism and commerce in Bent
County. Opening with only $50,000 in capital,
the bank has grown to over $102 million in as-
sets. First National Bank has been a fixture in
the community and is a key reason why Las
Animas continues to be one of the strongest
economic centers in eastern Colorado.

As a company located in Colorado’s Fourth
Congressional District, First National Bank is a
source of pride for the community of Bent
County and all people of Colorado. Through-
out the course of history the bank has helped
many Coloradans. It is with honor and pride |
wish First National a happy 100th Birthday. |
ask the House to join me in extending whole-
hearted congratulations to First National Bank
of Las Animas, Colorado.

IN HONOR OF CATHERINE E. TODD

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Catherine Todd for her years of serv-
ice on behalf of public housing residents in
Hudson County, New Jersey. On Friday, De-
cember 7, 2001, the Jersey City Tenant Affairs
Board will honor Ms. Todd at their December
Board Meeting. This tribute will take place at
the Montgomery Gardens housing complex in
Jersey City, New Jersey.

For nearly 50 years, Catherine Todd has
worked to improve the standard of living for
public housing residents in Hudson County.
Since 1978, she has served as the Chair-
person of the Montgomery Gardens Tenant
Management Corporation in Jersey City. As
Chairperson, she supervises the entire Mont-
gomery Gardens Tenant Management staff
and manages their operating budget. During
her tenure as Chairperson, she has initiated a
day care center service and developed an
afterschool program for neighborhood children.

As a result of her extensive experience in
the public housing sector, Catherine Todd has
served as a consultant to the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development and nu-
merous other resident management associa-
tions. Currently, she serves as the Resident
Management Coordinator for the Newark
Housing Authority and continues to offer ad-
vice and guidance to various resident man-
agement firms.
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