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named a 2001 Top Ten Business Woman.
She will receive the award at the annual con-
vention of the American Business Women’s
Association (ABWA) in Atlanta, GA.

Claudia was nominated by the local Pon-
derosa Chapter of ABWA in Fresno. She has
served as President, Vice-President, Treas-
urer, Bulletin-Committee Chairman, and Ways
and Means Chairman for the Ponderosa
Chapter.

For nearly a decade Claudia has effectively
run her successful business, the certified pub-
lic accounting firm C. Stanley CPA & Associ-
ates. Her business currently serves more than
350 clients.

Stanley is originally from the Boston area.
She moved to Fresno with her family at the
age of 12. She attended the former Queen of
the Valley Academy. After high school she
worked at a minimum-wage job before decid-
ing to tackle college. She earned a bachelor’s
degree in business with an emphasis on ac-
counting from Fresno State University. It took
her 11 years to finish college because she
held a full time job while attending class at
night.

Her career and philanthropic achievements
include teaching Sunday School for 24 years
and membership in the local chapter of the
Society of California Accountants.

Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize Claudia
Stanley for being named a 2001 Top Ten
Business Woman. I urge my colleagues to join
me in wishing Ms. Stanley many more years
of continued success.
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Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, one of the reasons

southern Indiana is such a great place to live
is because our citizens and organizations gen-
erously contribute their time and their money
to help their neighbors and their communities.

There are times, however, when a Hoosier
shows a commitment to better his or her com-
munity that is above and beyond the out-
standing work that is done every day. One of
these Hoosiers is Ms. Christy Reynolds, of
Jeffersonville, Indiana. She recently donated
$25,000 to Haven House Services, a non-prof-
it organization that provides shelter, support,
and services to people in need in Clark, Floyd,
and Harrison Counties.

While making a contribution of $25,000 to
any charitable program or organization is an
act of great generosity, Christy’s donation is
even more remarkable. She was once close to
being a resident of Haven House herself. A
single mother of two daughters, ages 3 and
12, Christy and her family have lived in Jef-
fersonville their entire lives. As a teenager,
Christy dropped out of high school and strug-
gled with many of her parental responsibilities.
She found her way to Haven House Services,
a place that offered her healing, hope, and a
chance to learn a vocation.

She overcame some major obstacles and
got on the right track. She is now employed as
a VISTA volunteer at Haven House. She helps
organize Haven House’s spring and summer
fundraisers, as well as the annual Christmas
party Haven House throws for its clients in
Clark and Floyd counties.

Recently, Christy’s father passed away after
a long bout with lung cancer and she inherited
$75,000. She gave $25,000 of this inheritance
to Haven House.

I salute Christy for this wonderful act of
charity. As Haven House helped Christy get
through her own difficult times, Christy is mak-
ing it possible for Haven House to help other
people who know the pain of being homeless
and without hope. Christy has bought a home,
left the welfare rolls, and in her own words,
‘‘did what was right by giving to others. Be-
cause when you give, it comes back to you.’’
Christy’s contribution should be a reminder to
all of us what generosity and love of neighbor
really mean.
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Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor my good friend, Mr. Jerry Martin, who is
being recognized as Labor Leader of the Year
by the Merced-Mariposa Central Labor Coun-
cil. Jerry has brought tenacity, dedication,
leadership, commitment and a certain ‘‘Martin
Style’’ to labor organizing and political activi-
ties in California’s Great Central Valley. He
has been intimately involved in the develop-
ment of Local 1288 of the United Food and
Commercial Workers, one of the most effec-
tive and successful unions in the Central val-
ley.

Jerry has also made the Merced-Mariposa
Central Labor Council one of California’s most
effective and respected labor organizations.
When the Merced-Mariposa Central Labor
Council gives its word, it keeps it. Whether it
is financial power or people power, or both,
once a pledge is made, it is kept. Elected offi-
cials also know the Labor Council will hold
them accountable, that once their word is
given, it too, must be honored.

Jerry Martin has also made the annual
Merced-Mariposa Central Labor Council
‘‘Union Yes’’ dinner one of the most interesting
political events in California. People who come
to this dinner never know what they will get,
but they do know it will be memorable.

It is with great pride, and a little trepidation,
that I recognize Jerry Martin for his many
years of devoted work on behalf of the work-
ing men and women of our valley, our state,
and our nation. I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Jerry Martin as Merced-Mariposa
Central Labor Council Labor Leader of the
Year.
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor the
public service of Susan McCahan, Executive
Assistant to the Speaker of the House of
Maryland.

Susan served as Executive Assistant to five
Maryland Speakers of the House, myself in-
cluded. Her behind the scenes work created
an efficient and productive work environment.
Thanks in large part to Susan’s extraordinary
talents the Maryland Legislature was trans-
formed into one of the most productive, re-
spected, and effective legislative bodies in the
nation.

Speakers came and moved on, but Susan
McCahan was the stable influence that per-
mitted continuous improvement in the Mary-
land House of Delegates. Under her super-
vision, the first House Office Building was con-
structed. She helped institute professional
management within the legislative branch of
government. Budget discipline was instituted.

Her interest in the legislative page program
enabled hundreds of high school students
from throughout Maryland to participate in the
democratic process.

In addition to her legislative duties, Susan
also served as chair of the Leadership Staff
Section to the National Conference of State
Legislators. Her leadership in the Speaker’s
Society—the organization for former members
of the House of Delegates—gave her the dis-
tinction of serving as the Executive Director of
that organization.

On a personal note, during eight years as
Speaker, Susan’s professional management
skills allowed me the opportunity to con-
centrate on policy development.

In 1967 when Susan McCahan started her
public service, the legislative branch of Mary-
land government was dominated by the Exec-
utive branch. Today, thanks in large part to
Susan, the Maryland Legislature is an inde-
pendent and strong voice in developing and
overseeing state policy.

I would ask my colleagues to join me in
thanking Susan McCahan for her service and
contributions to the legislative process and the
State of Maryland and wishing her well in her
retirement.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Reverend Chester
McGensy for receiving the Portraits of Suc-
cess Award. This award pays tribute to Rev-
erend McGensy’s involvement in the African-
American community. His active involvement
has made him a role model for the members
of his local community.

Reverend McGensy was born and raised in
Fresno. In 1986, as a General Building Con-
tractor, he established Delta Electric, an elec-
trical contracting company. His company be-
came a vital part of Fresno’s economy em-
ploying several individuals. In 1990, while op-
erating Delta Electric, Chester felt a holy call-
ing into the gospel ministry. He decided to fur-
ther his education in the gospel by attending
the Mennonite Brethren Seminary. After nine
successful years in business, Chester left his
company to begin a new church in Northeast
Fresno. In 1995 he began Family Community
Church with 5 members. Under his leadership,

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 04:58 Feb 28, 2001 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A27FE8.020 pfrm03 PsN: E27PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E219February 27, 2001
the church membership has grown to over 750
members. The church has recently completed
its first structure, a 22,000 square foot multi-
purpose building in Northeast Fresno.

His involvement with community organiza-
tions include: West Fresno Ministerial Alliance,
No Name Fellowship, Edison High School Par-
ent Club, Clovis West Foundation, Evangel
Home, Marjoree Mason Home, Angel Tree
Project, Feed Fresno Food Give-A-Way, Pris-
on Ministry, Salvation Army Bell Ringers,
Poverello House, and the Rescue Mission.

His accomplishments have earned him a
Portraits of Success Award, presented by
KSEE–24 and Companies That Care in rec-
ognition of African-American History Month.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Reverend
Chester McGensy for his commitment to im-
proving the lives of the people in the commu-
nity. I urge my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing Reverend McGensy many more years of
continued success.
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Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 2 because I believe we should
honor the commitment our government has
made to protect America’s seniors. We must
guarantee that the money American workers
pay into Social Security and Medicare, plus all
of the interest those Trust Funds earn on this
money, is used to keep Medicare and Social
Security solvent. Not only will this bill help us
shore up Social Security and Medicare, but
taking these Trust Funds off-budget will allow
us to pay down our national debt and keep
our economy strong.

Congress should protect the retirement
funds we have promised to military retirees in
the same way we are protecting Medicare and
Social Security. We must not spend or other-
wise dedicate any funds that are currently
building in the Military Retirement Trust Fund,
the on-budget fund that pays the military pen-
sions of hundreds of thousands of men and
women who have served this country in uni-
form.

At the end of the year 2000, the balance of
the Military Retirement Trust Fund was $163
billion. Over the next 10 years, the Congres-
sional Budget Office projects that more than
$100 billion additional dollars will be set aside
in the fund.

Few people realize that the current the
budget surplus estimate includes money al-
ready promised to military personnel for their
retirement. We should not consider any of the
dollars set aside for military retirees as part of
this surplus. And we certainly should not
spend any of the money in the Military Retire-
ment Trust Fund for purposes other than pay-
ing the retirement benefits of our fighting men
and women. While I support this bill, I hope
my colleagues will do the right thing by pass-
ing similar legislation to protect the Military
Retirement Trust Fund.

My colleague, GENE TAYLOR, and I have in-
troduced a resolution calling on Congress to
preserve the Military Retirement Trust Fund.

H. Res. 23, the Military Retirement Protection
Resolution, says Congress should not use the
Military Retirement Trust Fund money for any-
thing but what it is intended for: paying military
retirement benefits. That is the least we can
do for the men and women who send so much
of their lives defending our nation.

f

HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS.
CHRISSIE WOOLCOCK COLLINS

HON. GARY A. CONDIT
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2001

Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the contributions of the late Mrs.
Chrissie Woolcock Collins, the cofounder of
one of the world’s most famous medical infor-
mation and identification devices, Medic Alert.
Mrs. Collins was memorialized at a service on
Saturday, January 27, 2001.

Medic Alert Foundation is the nation’s lead-
ing emergency medical information and identi-
fication service, and one of the world’s largest
non-profit organizations, representing over 4
million members worldwide. The service has
helped protect and save lives for nearly 45
years.

Mrs. Collins was born on July 30, 1906, in
Douglas, Isle of Man, British Isles. She and
her family immigrated to Turlock, California in
1912. She attended elementary schools in
Turlock, and graduated from Turlock High
School in 1923.

She earned a bachelor degree in music
from the University of the Pacific in Stockton,
California in 1928. In 1929 she married Marion
Carter Collins whom she met in the eight
grade. Her husband went on to earn his med-
ical degree and was a practicing physician in
Turlock. Mrs. Collins was formerly employed
as supervisor of music for the Turlock Elemen-
tary School System and as choral director for
adult education in Turlock. She and Dr. Collins
raised four children—Michael, Linda, Tom and
Margaret.

In 1953 while on vacation her daughter,
Linda, cut her finger. She was taken to the Lil-
lian Collins Hospital in Turlock and attended to
by her uncle, Dr. James Collins. He performed
a skin test before injecting Linda with the full
dose of tetanus antitoxin. Instantly, she went
into anaphylactic shock, developed hives, had
difficulty breathing and had to be sustained by
an oxygen tent.

Dr. and Mrs. Collins took the lessons
learned from their daughter’s mishap and de-
veloped them into concepts that today charac-
terized the first and most recognized emer-
gency medical information service, Medic Alert
Foundation. They realized that the need for
immediate recogniaiton of a medical condition
by emergency medical personnel was a con-
cern shared by millions of others. Together,
they designed an emblem that has stood the
test of time and remained virtually unchanged
over the years. They used a version of the
healing arts symbol, the caduceus, or staff of
Aesculapius, flanked by the words ‘Medic
Alert’ in red. A jeweler in San Francisco craft-
ed the bracelet and engraved Linda’s allergies
to tetanus antitoxin, aspirin and sulfa drugs on
the back. The original bracelet, now in the per-
manent collection of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, signifies the importance of the Collins’ ef-

forts and dedication. Today, the Medic Alert
emblem is worn by more than 4 million mem-
bers worldwide.

Her dedication and commitment to the com-
munity continued throughout the years. In ad-
dition to her participation in many civic and so-
cial organizations, she was honored by the
Muir Trail Council of Girl Scouts, the Native
Daughters of the Golden West, the Turlock
Chamber of Commerce as well as many other
organizations.

Her contributions and influence on Medic
Alert Foundation are legendary. She is recog-
nized not only as the organization’s co-found-
er, but its conscience and spirit as well. From
1960 until her death, Mrs. Collins served on
the board of directors for the Medic Alert
Foundation.

It is an honor and a privilege to recognize
the life and accomplishments of Mrs. Chrissie
Collins. Through Mrs. Collins’ continued ef-
forts, Medic Alert Foundation is a worldwide
organization that has served countless num-
bers of people. I am very proud that Medic
Alert Foundation calls Turlock, California its
home. Mrs. Collins’ legacy will serve as an ex-
ample for the community today, tomorrow and
for our future.
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Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, The Federal De-
posit Insurance Adjustment Act indexes de-
posit insurance coverage to inflation every
three years, as well as retroactively indexing
back to 1980, thus raising the deposit insur-
ance ceiling to approximately $200,000.

Since 1980, FDIC deposit insurance has
lost almost half of its value on an inflation-in-
dexed basis. Today, deposit insurance is less
than it was in 1974 when FDIC coverage was
doubled to $40,000.

The Federal Deposit Insurance Adjustment
Act provides depositors with increased secu-
rity while strengthening the safety and sound-
ness of the banking system. It will help local
communities by enabling depositors to keep
more of their money in local banks, where it
can be reinvested for community projects and
local lending. Lastly, it will help small deposi-
tors, especially those on fixed incomes and
small businesses, who need liquidity, or who
are not in a position to take advantage of our
stock market or to bear the risks inherent in
the stock market.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, we are in
the midst of a merger tsunami. Airline mergers
are sweeping over us, and airline competition
will be lost in the tide. Ten major airlines are
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