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incredible accomplishments of one of the
world’'s most dynamic nations. | know | speak
for many Members of Congress and the Amer-
ican people in extending our wishes for the
continued strength and success of the Repub-
lic of Turkey.

Over the past seventy-eight years, Turkey
has emerged as the secular and modern de-
mocracy that Kemal Ataturk envisioned in
1923. Turkey has proven that democracy and
Islam are compatible concepts and that free-
dom and tolerance are universal ideals that
should be embraced by all peace-loving na-
tions. As Turkish President Sezer said in a
speech commemorating the foundation of the
Republic of Turkey on Sunday, “The Republic
which was founded as a result of Great Lead-
er Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s foresight after our
nation won its War of Independence is an idea
of enlightenment and modernization.”

As America faces her toughest test both do-
mestically and internationally since World War
I, it is reassuring to know that we have the
unconditional and unequivocal support of the
Republic of Turkey in our counter-terrorism ef-
forts. Turkey’'s support and sympathy for the
American people following the September 11th
attacks are testament to the strength of our
nations relations and our common commit-
ment to democracy and freedom. As Turkey
celebrates her national day, it is important for
the United States to recommit to strengthening
our strategic partnership with our NATO ally.

As Co-Chairman of the Caucus on U.S.
Turkish Relations and Turkish Americans, |
believe that we would be remiss if we did not
mention the significant contributions of the
Turkish American community to our nation.
This growing and increasingly important Amer-
ican community has enjoyed unparallel suc-
cess at every level of American society and in
every profession. As American ambassadors
of Turkish culture and history, they are without
a doubt the Republic of Turkey's greatest
asset in the United States and have enriched
America.

Mr. Speaker, as the people of the Republic
of Turkey celebrate their nation’s seventy-
eighth anniversity, | know that they will con-
tinue to build on the political, economic, and
cultural success envisioned by one of the
twentieth century’s greatest leaders, Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk. Again, | congratulate the gov-
ernment and people of the Republic of Turkey
as they celebrate the founding of their nation.

——

FUNDING FOR THE FREEDMEN’S
BUREAU RECORDS PRESERVA-
TION ACT

HON. STEPHEN HORN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 31, 2001

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased that
the Treasury-Postal Appropriations Bill, H.R.
2590, includes funding to implement the
Freedmen’s Bureau Records Preservation Act
of 2000. The Freedmen’s Bureau Records
Preservation Act was cosponsored by Rep-
resentative JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDONALD and
Representative J.C. WATTS. | was privileged to
manage the legislation on the floor of the
House last year.

This important Act requires the Archivist of
the United States to preserve the records of
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the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and
Abandoned Lands, commonly known as the
“Freedmen’s Bureau,” so that these records
can be maintained for future generations. It
further requires the Archivist to work with
Howard University and other institutions to
index the records so that they will be more
easily accessible.

The Freedmen’s Bureau, which was estab-
lished in 1865, accumulated a treasure trove
of records concerning newly emancipated Afri-
can-Americans. These records contain infor-
mation on marriages, births, deaths, labor con-
tracts, Government rations and back-pay
records, and indentured contracts for minors.
The records are, in many instances, a key
source of information to American families
tracing their heritage. They are also a vital
source of information for historians and stu-
dents.

The Freedmen’'s Bureau Records Preserva-
tion Act has special relevance for Howard Uni-
versity. The fact that both the Freedmen’s Bu-
reau and Howard University grew out of the
same impulse to remediate the wrongs of
slavery at the end of the Civil War linked the
two institutions together at their birth. The fact
that General Oliver Otis Howard served both
as the Commissioner of the Freedmen’'s Bu-
reau and as the third president of the Univer-
sity that bears his name adds additional
strength to the link. Therefore, Representative
MILLENDER-MCDONALD and | were honored to
join many others in a ceremony at Howard
University on February 27, 2001, to com-
memorate enactment of this important legisla-
tion.

With the support of Congress, the National
Archives will employ microfilming technology
to preserve the invaluable Freedmen’s Bureau
records, and Howard University will develop
indexing strategies to provide their widest ac-
cessibility to scholars, genealogists, and the
general public. Through this partnership, the
Act's goals of ensuring preservation and pro-
moting access can and will be achieved.

————

IN HONOR OF THE CONTINUING
SERVICE OF THE NATIONAL
GUARD AND RESERVE UNITS AC-
TIVATED IN SUPPORT OF OPER-
ATION ENDURING FREEDOM

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 31, 2001

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce a resolution honoring the continuing
service and commitment of the members of
the National Guard and Reserve units acti-
vated in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. In the days following September 11th, it
was the National Guard and Reserve who
were present on our streets and in our skies.
They were present in our airports and on our
waterways. They were deploying overseas in
support of active duty units. This is not the
first time we have seen these heroes in action.
They are our associates and neighbors, our
friends and relatives. And yet to many of us,
their presence means so much more now than
it did before.

We must honor the modern day Minuteman,
for as our citizen-soldiers stand watch over us,
they remind us that long before the phrase
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“Homeland Security” was crafted, they were
here to preserve liberty on the home front.
They were there to support our Army, Navy,
Marines, Coast Guard and Air Force. And they
are still there, supporting our nation in this
time of danger.

This war against terrorism may be lengthy
and difficult, and we may at times feel less
than fully secure, but | stand here today to tell
you that | rest easier with the knowledge that
the National Guard is on the job. We owe the
men and women who have left their families
and jobs to heed this call a great deal, and |
urge my colleagues to join me in supporting
our National Guard and Reserve. Let us not
allow a single Guard or Reserve member to
join in this conflict, without knowing that the
House of Representatives, and more impor-
tantly a grateful nation, holds them in the high-
est esteem, Let us pass this resolution now
and give our heroes even greater strength to
draw on in the difficult days ahead.

———————

REMEMBRANCE OF GERALD
SOLOMON

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 31, 2001

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | thank my
colleague from New York, Mr. SWEENEY, for
leading this special order. | rise tonight to
commemorate the life and career of Gerald
B.H. Solomon.

Gerry Solomon was well known as a tough-
talking advocate for his Congressional district.
But as a former Marine, he was perhaps the
House's biggest advocate for veterans during
his 20 years in Congress. As the ranking
member on the House Committee on Veterans
Affairs, Solomon worked tirelessly on behalf of
veterans and veterans’ benefits, including ben-
eficiary travel for veterans going to and from
VA hospitals. Solomon was also successful in
efforts to elevate the Veterans Administration
to a cabinet-level department. This work won
him wide praise from veterans groups.

AMVETS National Commander Joseph W.
Lipowski called Solomon “one of our foremost
advocates in Congress.” In 1989, Solomon
was presented with the AMVETS Silver Hel-
met Award. The award, which is a silver rep-
lica of the World War Il Gl helmet, has come
to be known as the “Veterans Oscar.”

It is fitting that Solomon was laid to rest with
military honors in Saratoga National Cemetery.
From his key position on the House Veterans
Affairs Committee, Solomon was the driving
force behind the creation of the cemetery and
helped secure $1.45 million to buy the land for
the cemetery. Solomon loved the unique place
in history held by Saratoga, as it was the turn-
ing point in the American Revolution.

In addition to serving as ranking member of
the Veterans Affairs Committee, Solomon was
Chair of the powerful Rules Committee. As the
first Republican Chairman in four decades,
Solomon used this chairmanship to promote
the interests of New York.

Public service was clearly Solomon’s life.
Coming from a family full of firefighters and
policemen, | would be remiss if | failed to note
that Solomon also served for years as a vol-
unteer firefighter in his home town of Glen
Falls, New York.
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Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife
Freda and their five children, six grand-
children, and his brother.

Mr. Speaker, | again thank my colleague Mr.
SWEENEY for offering this special tribute, and
ask if the House would please Join me in
pausing to recognize the distinguished life of
Gerald Solomon.

————

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL DO-
MESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 31, 2001

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
mark an important yet often overlooked month
in our nation’s landscape National Domestic
Violence Awareness Month.

Each year, nearly 2 million women are vic-
tims of domestic violence. In fact, in the time
that it takes me to complete this speech, eight
women will have suffered some form of men-
tal, physical or sexual abuse.

The problem of domestic violence is one
that | have fought for many years.

In my district—the 31th district of Cali-
fornia—domestic violence is a widespread
phenomenon. When | first took office as state
legislator in 1992, there were more shelters in
my district for abused animals than there were
for abused women.

But through the vigilant work and determina-
tion of our law enforcement agencies and the
community, we've worked to reverse that
trend. Today, we have a number of excellent
shelters and non-profit organizations designed
to help battered families rebuild their lives.

As pleased as | am that the shelters exist,
though, | am still disappointed. Yes, every per-
son who is the victim of domestic violence de-
serves as much help as possible to escape
their current situation and find a better, more
loving environment. But no one deserves to be
placed in such a horrendous situation to begin
with.

We as a nation have made remarkable
strides in domestic violence legislation. We
prosecute criminals. We assist victims with
finding transitional housing. We help train bat-
tered housewives to reenter the workforce.
These are all admirable actions. But we can
and must do more.

We must work harder to ferret out the root
cause of domestic violence. We know that
children of batterers are more likely to become
batterers themselves. We must work to ensure
that these children have the necessary coun-
seling to combat any such violent urges.

We know that immigrant women who are
battered are much less likely to leave their
abusers because they fear being deported.
We must eliminate immigration barriers that
prevent these women from getting help.

And we know that nearly one million women
each year are victims of stalking. We must
strengthen anti-stalking laws to protect women
before violence enters the picture.

| ask my colleagues to join me in this com-
mitment to eradicating domestic violence in
our great nation, not only with our words but
also with our deeds.
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THE SERVICEMEMBERS AND MILI-
TARY FAMILIES FINANCIAL PRO-
TECTION ACT OF 2001 (H.R. 3173)

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 31, 2001

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, these are
enormously challenging times for our country.
Yet, we are doing what we can to meet these
challenges. We are reaching across party
lines to show national unity. We are reaching
across social and ethnic lines, native-born citi-
zens and immigrants alike, to show that we
will not turn away from our nation’s highest
values, or from each other.

We are exercising caution and common
sense. We are going about our daily lives. In
my case, and that of my fellow members of
Congress, going about business as usual has
been a little more difficult in recent days.
But—as this productive week demonstrates—
it has not made our work impossible.

And, as parents, we are reminding our chil-
dren how much we love them. Those are a
few of the important steps that each of us is
taking. And we can be proud of them. How-
ever, no group of Americans has made—or
will make, as long as this effort lasts—as valu-
able a contribution, or as great a sacrifice, or
will have as much to be proud of, as the peo-
ple who are the men and women of our armed
forces—full-time uniformed personnel, as well
as reservists and members of the National
Guard called up for active duty.

They are seeking peace for us and for our
allies around the globe. Their own security has
been put on hold so that we can go about our
lives freely and free of fear. Last week, | intro-
duced legislation to ease at least a handful of
their many burdens.

My bill is admittedly a modest effort when
compared to the full scope of challenges
which they face. After all, | cannot give them
the kind of blanket protection that | wish for
them. | cannot ensure that no harm comes to
them on the field of battle, or while in transit
or training for their mission. However, it is
worth remembering that among the many haz-
ards and challenges faced by men and
women in uniform, not all of them are found
on the battlefield, or foreign soil, or on the
high seas.

Some confront them here at home. Even
while they are far from home. And, to make
matters worse, they are challenges that face
not only the men and women who sign up for
duty—but face their family members too.

These challenges are financial. In various
ways, members of the armed forces—and in
particular, members of the National Guard and
the Reserves who leave jobs, homes, and
families at a moment's notice—face tremen-
dous economic burdens as a result of their
willingness to serve. It is at least within my
powers to do something about that.

Last week, | introduced legislation, “The
Servicemembers and Military Families Finan-
cial Protection Act of 2001"”, aimed at giving
men and women called up for duty—and their
families—new financial protection and peace
of mind.

First, my bill will help ensure that members
of the military who are called away from home
still have a home to which they can return.
When members are deployed and separated
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from their jobs, their household income levels
often drop dramatically. Yet, there are still bills
to pay—in particular, the monthly rent or mort-
gage payment.

My bill would prohibit the removal of an acti-
vated military member’s family from their place
of residence due to a failure to meet monthly
housing payments. This protection would be in
place during the term of active duty and con-
tinue for up to an additional three months after
active duty is over.

If a landlord initiates eviction proceedings
during that period, a judge would be directed
to first rule on whether the family’s income has
been “materially affected” by the military serv-
ice. An eviction can only occur only if a judge
finds that the family’s income has not been so
impacted. This relief would apply to a service
member's family whose monthly housing pay-
ment is $1,950 per month or less.

Under current law—the Sailors’ and Sol-
diers’ Civil Relief Act—such relief is limited to
families whose monthly housing payments are
$1,200 or less. | seek to increase of that
threshold by about 37.5 percent. | think that
my proposal is reasonable. If you have given
up your bed, and the comfort of home and the
security of having your own roof over your
head . . . and have traded that it for an army
cot in a pup tent or a barracks—you are cer-
tainly entitled, when your service is completed,
to return to your home. And, just as important,
you are entitled to know that even if you can-
not be at home, at least your family is there.

The second major element of my proposal
ensures that a family will be well provided for
in the event—the very rare event, | hope—
that something unfortunate occurs. Again, our
country’s reliance on members of the guard
and reserves helps illustrate the need for a
change in current law, Our military cannot op-
erate without the contributions of civilian sol-
diers—medical personnel, academics familiar
with foreign countries and languages, engi-
neers and people from a vast array of fields—
who agree to give up good jobs and good
wages here at home to serve where and when
they are needed.

The economic needs of full-time uniformed
personnel are just as great, and only increase
with more years of service. As it stands right
now, however, significant barriers prohibit
those men and women from knowing with con-
fidence that their families will be adequately
safeguarded if something should happen to
them.

Today, armed services personnel are eligi-
ble for life insurance paid through an afford-
able monthly premium, and administered
through the Service members’ Group Life In-
surance program, or SGLI. However, current
law caps payouts at $250,000. Far too low.

Meantime, it is standard practice for private
life insurance policies to include clauses that
deny payouts for deaths resulting from inci-
dents occurring as part of war-related service.
My bill would enable personnel covered by
SGLI to opt for considerably higher payouts
for their beneficiaries—if they so desire and if
they are willing to pay for it.

Under my bill, military personnel could opt
for coverage in increments of $250,000 above
the current ceiling, up to a total of $1 million.
This represents a potential increase of
$750,000 above the current limits for members
of the Guard and Reserves; an increase of
$900,000 for uniformed personnel.
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