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The Renee Jones Empowerment Center is

a new non-profit organization that was found-
ed to foster positive opportunities for at-risk in-
dividuals. The overarching goal of this organi-
zation is to increase self-esteem through in-
tensive motivation clinics and workshops that
confront real life issues, and provide for life-
like experiences. These workshops are de-
signed on the philosophy of determination,
self-reliance, and the desire to achieve all your
dreams. The workshops aim to prepare indi-
viduals for the job market and teach them of
personal budgeting.

The Center has worked in the past with
Head Start, M.A.D.D., The Center for Preven-
tion of Domestic Violence, and Cuyahoga
Community College. They have provided great
strides in building a network that is dedicated
to helping people in crisis and the community
as a whole.

In 1999, the 1st Celebrate Empowerment
Black Tie Gala honored 78 individuals who be-
came self-reliant. This year, the Center hopes
to honor even more individuals that have
worked themselves out of the constrains of
poverty.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
and honoring a wonderful organization that is
dedicated to helping fellow individuals in the
community, the Renee Jones Empowerment
Center, on their 2nd Annual Celebrate Em-
powerment Gala.
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CHILD CARE WORKERS WERE
HEROES, TOO

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 11, 2001

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, since the terrible events of Sep-
tember 11th, we have all read account of the
bravery and heroism displayed by Americans
in the face of horrific terror in New York,
Washington, and on board hijacked airliners.
These men and women—fire fighters, police,
rescue workers and airline passengers—
thought not about their personal safety and
security, but about their responsibilities to oth-
ers. They did their jobs, but they often did
much more. By their bravery, they displayed
the very best qualities and earned our grati-
tude forever.

A recent column by Sue Shellenbarger in
the Wall Street Journal draws our attention to
another group of people who confronted the
dangers of September 11 with great courage:
child care workers. We have heard little about
their determination to protect the children in
their charge despite serious dangers. Ms.
Shellenbarger recounts harrowing examples of
children trapped and in danger whose lives
were likely saved by dedicated child care
workers.

It is worth noting that child care workers are
among the very lowest paid workers. Yet mil-
lions of Americans daily entrust their children
to the care of these women and men in order
to earn a living for their families. The poor
pays of child care workers contributes to mas-
sive turnover that undercuts the quality of
services for our children. We must make a
greater commitment to improving the quality of
child care for the sake of our children, and to
properly honor those whose dedication and

courage for their young charges is
undiminished by dangers of themselves.

The article follows:

TEACHERS SAFELY EVACUATED CHILDREN
CAUGHT IN ATTACKS

(By Sue Shellenbarger)
Is worksite child care safe? Amid few fears

for children, many parents wonder whether
bringing kids to high-profile, visible work-
places is unwise.

Among all the tales of Sept. 11 heroism are
two stories that should reassure parents:
How teachers at the World Trade Center and
Pentagon child-care centers safely evacuated
the children in their charge.

The 14 teachers at Children’s Discovery
Center in 5 World Trade Center, a building
that later party collapsed had taken in only
42 early arrivals by the time the first plane
hit that morning.

As the ground shook, teachers grabbed
each child’s emergency records, took babies
in their arms and, following a drill they
practiced every month, led the children out-
side, leaving behind their own purses and, in
some cases, their own shoes, says Kristin
Thomas, head of northeast operations for
Knowledge Learning, the San Rafael, Calif.,
operator of the center. Some parents raced
in to pick up children, too, leaving staffers
with just 28 kids.

Once outside, the ragtag band was barred
by police from the preset evacuation destina-
tion, 7 World Trade. Then, the second plane
hit. Split into two groups by flying debris
and hordes of fleeing people, teachers began
walking north. One group picked up several
shopping carts from a grocery store and
helped toddlers inside, telling them, ‘‘We’re
going for a little ride,’’ Ms. Thomas says.
Some passing businessmen tore off their
white shirts to cover the children.

Some teachers, with babies propped on
their hips, were soon barefoot; the paper boo-
ties they’d donned in the center’s infant
room had shredded from all the walking.
Armed with the emergency records, staffers
borrowed phones to get messages to parents.
Both groups trekked more than a mile before
coming to rest, one in a hospital and the sec-
ond in a preschool. All the kids were re-
turned safe to parents; in the preschool,
many were napping on cots as parents ar-
rived.

At the Pentagon, Shirley Allen, director of
the Children’s World Learning Center, had
plenty to worry about after Flight 77 plowed
into the building. Her husband, a naval offi-
cer, worked in an office directly in the path.
But Ms. Allen, a 12-year child-care veteran,
thought only of evacuating the 148 children
in her center, located about 30 yards from
the Pentagon. In a process also honed by
monthly drills, she and her 36 staffers round-
ed up youngsters, put babies in mobile cribs
and set out across a park.

Hundreds of panicky workers ran past the
children. Rescue workers relocated Ms. Al-
len’s group five times. Again and again, she
had to demand loudly that security officers
accompany the kids as they moved. Heart
pounding, she fought fears that a child would
be lost.

But with the children, she and the teach-
ers, many of them equally experienced, kept
calm. ‘‘The children were relaxed, because
they looked into their teachers’ faces and
saw they were relaxed,’’ Ms. Allen says. To
distract them, teachers played pat-a-cake
and sang ‘‘Eensy Weensy Spider.’’

Not until three hours later, with the chil-
dren safe and most of them back in parents’
care, did Ms. Allen allow herself to think of
her husband. She burst into tears. Two hours
later, she finally learned he was safe. Three
children at the center, Ms. Allen says, her

voice breaking, lost a parent. The center re-
opened Monday.

Child-care teachers generally aren’t paid
enough to reflect the awesome responsibil-
ities they bear. Both the Pentagon and the
World Trade child-care centers were high-
quality facilities subsidized by employers.
That support helped produce the policies,
training and employee-retention programs
that prepared these staffers so well. Bright
Horizons Family Solutions, a high-quality
child-care concern, won’t even open a work-
site facility without employer support, in
subsidies or facilities.

Operations chiefs at several big child-care
chains say they’ll study government or mili-
tary locations more carefully before opening
new centers, but none said they plan to pull
back. Joseph Silverman, president of Day
Care Insurance Services, an Encino, Calif.,
brokerage, says exits should be safe and ac-
cessible, and centers probably shouldn’t be
above the second floor.

That said, worksite child care is still one
of the safest places to leave a child. ‘‘Do I
keep a day-care facility out of the Pentagon?
Probably not,’’ Mr. Silverman says. ‘‘You
start thinking that way: Do I keep a day-
care facility off an earthquake fault line? Do
I keep a day-care facility off a flight path?
And where do you stop?’’ Roughly three mil-
lion children attend child-care centers safely
every day.

In dangerous times, parents want their
kids near them. Child-care center enroll-
ments haven’t fallen in Oklahoma City since
the 1995 attack on the federal building there,
a blast that killed 19 kids in a center. Cen-
ters in U.S. government buildings have since
grown about 10%.

Perhaps parents’ biggest job is banishing
fear—putting on a calm face, as these teach-
ers did, so children can stay calm. ‘‘Children,
of course, always have giants and monsters
in their minds, but now the adults do, too,’’
says Bright Horizons’ Jim Greenman. ‘‘At
some level, we have to remember: We know
how to cope with this.’’
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TRIBUTE TO MR. ROBERT G.
DAVID

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG
OF MICHIGAN
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Thursday, October 11, 2001

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, today I
pay tribute to Mr. Robert G. David, a notable
citizen of Northville and a constituent in Michi-
gan’s Eleventh Congressional district. Mr.
David has served his community with distinc-
tion and honor and has recently been be-
stowed with two special awards.

In 1997, while still an undergraduate at
Michigan State University, Mr. David initiated
the Campus Walking Tour program that would
eventually foster the creation of the present
Student Alumni Foundation. Since this gradua-
tion in 1978, Mr. David founded his own busi-
ness, the David Group, and he is an executive
producer to the nationally syndicated Glenn
Haege radio show. In addition, Mr. David has
co-chaired Celebrate Northville, which orga-
nizes the Fourth of July Parade and fireworks
for the city, served as president of the Broad
School Alumni Association Board of Directors,
and been an elected precinct delegate.

Mr. David has been honored by his Alma
Mater with two prestigious awards. In 1999,
the president of Michigan State presented Mr.
David with the Alumni Service Award. This
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award is presented to alumni who have dem-
onstrated continuing outstanding volunteer
service to MSU and public service on a local,
state, national, and international level. A year
later, Mr. David was honored by the Eli Broad
College of Business at Michigan State Univer-
sity with the Outstanding Alumnus Award for
distinguished service to business, education,
and the public.

Mr. David continues to serve the community
and through his dedication and hard work to
the people of Michigan, he is a prime example
of the kind of people that we need in our com-
munity. I congratulate David on his fine
achievements and awards and wish nothing
but the best in his future endeavors.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE HIGHER
EDUCATION RELIEF OPPORTUNI-
TIES FOR STUDENTS ACT OF 2001

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 11, 2001
Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased

today to introduce the Higher Education Relief
Opportunities for Students Act of 2001. This
legislation is simple in its purpose. It grants
the Secretary of Education specific waiver au-
thority within Title IV of the Higher Education
Act to provide necessary relief to those af-
fected by the recent attacks on America and
any subsequent attacks. This waiver authority
addresses the need to assist students who are
being called up to active duty, those active
duty military being relocated, and those stu-
dents directly affected by the attacks.

Mr. Speaker, our citizens have been dra-
matically affected by the attacks of September
11th. The Higher Education Relief Opportuni-
ties for Students Act of 2001 provides the
Secretary of Education the ability to provide
relief to affected individuals and institutions
where it is deemed necessary while ensuring
the integrity of student assistance programs.
The Secretary may relax repayment obliga-
tions for our active duty armed forces, provide
a period of time victims and their families may
reduce or delay monthly student loan pay-
ments, and assist institutions and lenders with
reporting requirements.

This bill is specific in its intent—to ensure
that as a result of the attacks on the United
States on September 11th, and the resulting
national emergency declared by the President
on September 14th: Affected borrowers of
Federal student loans are not in a worse fi-
nancial position, administrative requirements
on affected individuals are minimized without
affecting the integrity of the programs, current
year income of affected individuals is used to
determine need for purposes of financial as-
sistance, and institutions and organizations
participating in the Federal student aid pro-
grams that are affected by the attacks may re-
ceive temporary relief from certain administra-
tive requirements.

This legislation will provide relief for the men
and women of our military who are defending
the freedoms of this great nation. As families
send loved ones into harms way, the Higher
Education Relief Opportunities for Students
Act will allow the Secretary of Education to re-
duce some of the effects of that upheaval here
at home.

The Secretary of Education will report to
Congress on the impact of the waivers imple-
mented as a result of this bill and he will also
provide recommendations for changes to stat-
utory or regulatory provisions that were the
subject of the waivers invoked.

I am proud and delighted that 71 of my col-
leagues have signed on as original cospon-
sors of the Higher Education Relief Opportuni-
ties for Students Act. It is an indication of the
Congress’s commitment to our military and to
our students and families, as well as to those
on the front lines of making higher education
available. I look forward to swift passage of
this legislation.
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IN HONOR OF SENIOR CITIZEN
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OF OHIO
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Thursday, October 11, 2001
Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor Senior Citizen Resources on its 30th
anniversary of service to seniors residing in
Cleveland’s Old Brooklyn community.

Organized in 1971 as an activity center for
the Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority
Crestview Estates in the community of Old
Brooklyn, Ohio, Senior Citizen Resources
(SCR) quickly began expansion to better serve
the entire community. Outreach began when
the agency was awarded a nutrition grant to
serve 150 people. Before this time there were
virtually no services for the elderly in Old
Brooklyn, and now SCR is the sole provider of
services to over 6,200 seniors.

Senior Citizen Resources has long strived
to, as their mission reads, extend independent
living for elderly people residing in the Old
Brooklyn area as long as they are physically
and mentally able to live independently. To ful-
fill this goal, SCR has implemented programs
and services in countless areas, including: nu-
trition, transportation, social services, and
more. A staff of only 25 dedicated individuals
administer these worthwhile programs while
over 3,000 people utilize the activities.

One of the most utilized services is the Vol-
unteer program of Senior Citizen Resources.
Over 350 seniors provide volunteer work for
over 30 Social Service Agencies in Cuyahoga
County. These seniors contribute an average
of 41,000 hours of service per year. Their
dedication to the well-being of the community
is staggering, and their commitment to serve
their town is inspiring.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
such a worthwhile agency, Senior Citizen Re-
sources, that has served so selflessly the Old
Brooklyn community in northeast Ohio. The
staff has shown incredible dedication and
heart to the entire community.
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OF MICHIGAN
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Thursday, October 11, 2001
Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, this year marks

the 30th anniversary of Columbus Day as a

public holiday and the 25th anniversary of our
nation celebrating October as Italian American
Heritage Month.

In completing his first voyage across the At-
lantic Ocean over 500 years ago, Christopher
Columbus changed the course of history for
the American continent.

Today, the nation’s estimated 25 million
Italian Americans from all walks of life have
left a permanent and undeniable mark on the
history of America. From Alphonse Tonty, the
co-founder of Detroit, Michigan to Joe
Dimaggio, the famous Yankee slugger—and
everyone in between—Italian Americans have
contributed in countless ways to the greatness
of this country.

As someone who has the privilege of work-
ing in our Nation’s capital, I note with admira-
tion the contributions of Italian Americans
found throughout Washington D.C. The statue
of Abraham Lincoln found in the Lincoln Me-
morial, was carved from 28 blocks of marble
by a Neapolitan immigrant named Attilio
Piccirilli and his five brothers. The interior
dome of the Capitol Building was painted by
Constantino Brumidi, an Italian artist. Union
Station and the National Cathedral were built
with the help of Italian immigrants.

Today, the strength of the relationship be-
tween the United States and Italy is a testa-
ment to the countless immigrants from Italy
who made America their home generations
ago. Whether it is U.S. military personnel sta-
tioned in Italy to assist in our efforts in the Bal-
kans or Italian Foreign Minister Renato
Ruggiero offering ‘‘no limitations’’ on Italian
support of our anti-terrorism campaign in the
aftermath of the horrific attacks against Amer-
ica on September 11, 2001, Italy is a key ally
of the United States.

The history of cooperation between our na-
tions date back to the some 1,500 men who
fought in three different Italian regiments to
help America gain its independence from
Great Britain during the Revolutionary War. It
is believed Thomas Jefferson’s Tuscan neigh-
bor, Filippo Mazzei, suggested the historic
words found in the Declaration of Independ-
ence—‘‘All men are created equal.’’ Indeed,
two of the original signers of the Declaration of
Independence were of Italian origin: William
Paca and Caesar Rodney.

Even in some of the darkest periods of our
history, Italian Americans have helped us
learn important lessons. During World War II,
we shamefully restricted the freedoms of more
than 600,000 Italian-born immigrants and
Italian Americans. From arrest to internment to
confiscation of property, proud Americans
were subjected to deplorable treatment be-
cause of their national origin. As we formulate
our response to the recent terrorist attacks,
policy makers are mindful of the lessons
learned from our treatment of Italian Ameri-
cans during the 1940s.

Italian Americans are an integral part of this
nation’s success. As America celebrates the
holiday commemorating the great Italian ex-
plorer, I join in honoring the contributions
Americans of Italian descent have made to our
great country.
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