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Society and as the Vice President of the Big
Sur Health Center Board of Directors. She has
also been active on the Monterey Peninsula
for many years, serving as an appointed com-
missioner on the Monterey Historic Preserva-
tion Commission from 1983 until 1992, and as
an appointed commissioner on the Marina
Dunes Task Force from 1985 until 1992. She
truly is a precious resource for our elected offi-
cials and community members.

Mary Wright is a dedicated public servant,
and a respected administrator. Her talent and
vision will be sorely missed in the California
Department of Parks and Recreation, but I am
certain that the communities of the Central
Coast will continue to benefit from them. I
wish her well as she heads into a well-de-
served retirement.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Vince Thomas, a committed and dedicated
community activist from my Congressional
District. He is retiring from his position as ex-
ecutive director of Project Now, a community
action agency, after almost 30 years of service
to the Quad Cities area.

I have had the honor to know Vince for over
20 years. Throughout my work as a Member
of Congress, I have had the privilege to work
closely with him on many projects and initia-
tives to aid our local area. Through these ef-
forts, he has helped build a strong Quad City
community that respects diversity and reaches
out to the less fortunate in our area. I am
proud of the work we have achieved together
and the wise counsel that Vince has given to
me over the years.

You need to look no farther than the numer-
ous awards presented to him to know the high
regard that the Quad Cities and people
throughout Illinois hold for Vince. He has been
awarded the Dr. Martin Luther King ‘‘I Have A
Dream Award’’ and the Martin Luther King
Steering Committee Peace Award as well as
the Illinois State Council of Senior Citizens
Award and an appreciation award from the
Quad City League of Native Americans. He is
clearly a man of conscience and duty.

While Vince has been a man of many
causes, he is also known for his warm person-
ality. He may be a tenacious advocate, but he
is also known for his quick smile and consid-
erate manner. I am fortunate to count Vince
as a good friend.

For those who know Vince, his name is syn-
onymous with working for social justice and
serving the neediest in our society. While
Vince will be retiring from Project Now, I know
that he will continue to be an energetic advo-
cate for the underprivileged in our area. I wish
him the best as he embarks on his retirement.
I know that he will continue to be an inspira-
tion to those of us who seek to make the
Quad Cities an even better place to live.
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Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, on September 11,

2001, our nation lost thousands of brave and
innocent men and women in the unconscion-
able terrorist attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon. Among those who ad-
mirably, but regretfully, gave their lives that
day while serving our country at the Pentagon
was a gentleman from my district, Operations
Specialist 2nd Class Nehamon Lyons IV. I
wish to recognize his life and achievements.

Officer Lyons was bom and raised in Pine
Bluff, Arkansas, where he graduated from
Dollarway High School in 1989. After grad-
uating, he moved to Mobile, Alabama, and in
1997 enlisted in the Navy. Although he was
first assigned to the USS Gettysburg, Officer
Lyons had been attracted to the Pentagon
since high school. Through hard work, he
eventually received a coveted and prestigious
assignment to the center of our nation’s mili-
tary command. During his tenure at the Pen-
tagon, he effectively managed multiple respon-
sibilities, including his most recent position as
Chief of Naval Operations.

The Navy awarded Officer Lyons multiple
accolades throughout his career for his con-
tributions to our country including the Navy
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, the
Joint Meritorious Unit Commendation, the Sea
Service Deployment Ribbon, the Good Con-
duct Medal, and two Navy ‘‘E’’ Ribbons. In ad-
dition, for his bravery in the face of extreme
peril on September 11, 2001, Officer Lyons
will posthumously be awarded the Purple
Heart of Courage and the Navy and Marine
Corps Commendation Medal.

Officer Lyons was not only a decorated and
distinguished serviceman, but also an honor-
able member of his community. He served this
nation and his fellow citizens with spirit and
bravery. All those who knew him will miss his
cheerful demeanor and hard-working attitude.
His passing is a significant loss not only to his
family and friends, but also to our state and
our nation.

I am grateful for Officer Lyons’s service to
and love for his country, and I pay tribute to
him for his lifetime of accomplishments. My
thoughts and prayers are with his mother,
Jewel Lyons, and all his family and friends.
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to call the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the long record of service to
the community by my very dear friend Herman
D. Castellani, who will be honored as ‘‘Person
of the Year’’ by the Italian-American Associa-
tion of Luzerne County at the association’s an-
nual Columbus Day banquet on October 7.

Herman has served as president of the as-
sociation for two years and has also served as
secretary to, and a member of, its board of di-
rectors.

He has participated in numerous community
activities throughout the years. He has served
as president of the North Italian Citizens Club,
Perugia Beneficial Italian Club and president
of the Exeter Ghents Club. He has been a
member of the Exeter Lions Club for 38 years,
serving as president in 1971–1972. He was a
volunteer office clerk for St. Anthony’s Parish
in Exeter, where he currently serves as vice
president of the Holy Name Society and for-
merly served as president.

In addition, he served his fellow citizens as
treasurer and occupational privilege tax col-
lector for Exeter Borough for 11 years. He
owned and operated delicatessens in Wilkes-
Barre and Scranton for 21 years. He was a
concrete foreman for Addy Asphalt in Wilkes-
Barre for 19 years and presently works for
Luzerne County.

He resides in Exeter with his wife of 47
years, the former Louise Fumanti. They have
three daughters, Gloria Sekusky of Plains
Township, Sharon Ellis of Shavertown and
Lisa Dolhon of Exeter, and nine grandchildren.
The son of the late Eugene and Palmina
Catani Castellani of Nocera Umbria, Italy, he
is a graduate of Plains Memorial High School.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the
long record of service to the community by
Herman Castellani, and I wish him all the best.
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the memory of Dr. Marcus An-
thony Hatter. Dr. Hatter will be honored at a
tree planting ceremony at his alma mater, Clio
High School, on October 4. He was a member
of Clio High School Class of 1975. The cere-
mony will honor both the Class of 1975 and
Dr. Hatter’s memory.

During his attendance at Clio High School,
Marcus Hatter was student body president for
several years. He served as captain of the
varsity basketball team, he was a charter
member of the Genesee County Youth Lead-
ership Council, a member of the National
Honor Society, and active in the Varsity Club.

After graduating from Clio High School with
honors, Dr. Hatter obtained his Bachelor of
Science degree from the University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor, and graduated from the Michi-
gan State University School of Medicine in
1989. He completed his medical residency at
William Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak,
Michigan. He went on to become the primary
physician for the Visiting Physicians Associa-
tion at Medi-Lodge in Howell, Michigan. In
1994 he married Janette Dennis. They had
four children and adopted a fifth child.

Dr. Hatter suffered from an illness that cut
his life short. During this time Marcus Hatter
was an undaunted example of courage, com-
passion and heart. His brother, Henry II, gave
Marcus a kidney that extended his life by sev-
eral years, but Dr. Hatter passed away on
January 7, 2001.

He is enshrined in the memory of the peo-
ple closest to him, wife Janette; children Eliza-
beth, Rachel, Miranda, Marcus Jr. and Aaron;
parents Henry and Barbara Hatter; sister
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Kelly; brother Henry II; and many others who
will treasure always the inspiration Dr. Hatter
provided to others his entire life.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join the Clio High School Class of
1975 in paying tribute to one of its own. Dr.
Marcus Hatter worked to make the world a
better place. He brought joy to each person he
met and will be greatly missed by his family,
friends and our community.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, last year, the
people of Taiwan went to the polls to select
the individual who would serve as the Tenth
President of the Republic of China. Mr. Chen
Shui-bian, a member of an opposition party,
won that hotly contested race, and for the first
time in Chinese history, people in Taiwan had
a peaceful transfer of power.

Many scholars and government officials in
the PRC suggested that if President Chen
were elected, Southeast Asia would be thrown
into economic and political turmoil. It did not
occur. Instead, President Chen has avoided
provoking the mainland. He has honored his
pledge to seek a genuine dialogue with the
Chinese mainland and his approach towards
the PRC has won praise from neighbors in
Asia and the United States.

Mr. Speaker, In spite of all that President
Chen and the people of Taiwan have done,
Taiwan is not a member of the United Nations,
and its twenty-three million people are not rep-
resented in that body and in many other inter-
national organizations. It is time for fair-mind-
ed leaders of the world to correct this injustice.

Unfortunately, the General Assembly again
failed to provide Taiwan with the membership
in this body it so richly deserves this year. I
call on my colleagues and the Bush Adminis-
tration to urge membership for Taiwan when
the issue comes before the General Assembly
next year.

The members of the United Nations should
include all people and nations, especially
those who stand as a true example of political
freedom. Many of my colleagues may be con-
cerned about Taiwan’s status as officially a
province of China. I would remind my col-
leagues that other divided nations—Germany
and Vietnam, for instance—enjoyed full rep-
resentation in the UN by both of their govern-
ments. We should afford the free-market de-
mocracy of Taiwan the same.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize
and celebrate the rededication of the

Lamington Black Cemetery located in Som-
erset County, New Jersey and to honor those
responsible for undertaking this reclamation
effort.

Until a year ago, this rich history of New
Jersey’s African-American heritage was a hid-
den treasure lost among snarled tree roots
and overgrown vegetation. But thanks to the
efforts of many concerned citizens, the ‘‘old
slave cemetery’’, its nearly three centuries of
history and more than 100 graves—both
marked and unmarked—have been preserved
and rededicated.

For more than a year, neighbors and
friends, brothers and coworkers, pastors and
congregants have come together to rebuild
and reclaim this small one acre cemetery.
They have donated their time, talents and
treasures to restore the peace and dignity
those resting in this hallowed ground deserve.

At this time in our Nation’s history, when we
struggle to find solace and meaning in the
acts of terror against us, we can gain strength
and perspective from those buried in the
Lamington Black Cemetery and those working
to preserve our heritage. Theirs is a story of
slavery, of war, and of freedom. Most impor-
tantly though, they are a genuine example of
the dignity of human life, the strength of com-
munity and the pride of America.

Mr. Speaker, again, I celebrate this rededi-
cation and honor those who are buried and
those who have worked so diligently to bring
their memories back to life. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this invalu-
able contribution to our community and New
Jersey.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, to serve the
public as an officer of the law is truly a noble
deed worthy of the praise from this body.
These brave souls are the forgotten heroes of
the day despite their importance to our country
and to the welfare of the public. David Rob-
erts, an outstanding retired police officer who
served the Denver Police Department, consid-
ered being a police officer one of the greatest
and most rewarding aspects of his life. The
Denver chapter of the International Footprint
Association has offered their praise by hon-
oring him at the second annual Forgotten Offi-
cer Recognition Dinner. I too, would like to
raise the service of this officer before this
House and recognize his efforts to the service
of the people of Denver, Colorado.

Although David is no longer an active offi-
cer, his heart is still captivated with a selfless
devotion to others. In 1985, he experienced a
gunshot wound to his mouth that ended his
career. David had been with the department
for only six years when one incident ended his
career. The man who shot Officer Roberts
was subsequently sentenced to 80 years in
prison and David has been paralyzed on his
left side since. This potential setback, though,
has not fazed David and he is still involved
with training officers by teaching them at po-
lice academies. He attempts to offer a glimpse
of what to do should something of such trau-

matic magnitude strike them in the line of
duty. But his teachings pertain to life more
than just police duty.

Mr. Speaker, David Roberts gave a portion
of himself to protecting the citizens of Denver
and his service will not be forgotten. While the
recognition he has received by the Inter-
national Footprint Association is a piece of our
appreciation, his admiration extends much fur-
ther than an award. He is not a forgotten hero
and will be considered a guardian to our secu-
rity forever. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ac-
knowledge the commendable and valiant serv-
ice of David Roberts and extend to him my
warmest regards and best wishes in the many
years to come.
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Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to recognize
the life and achievements of a man who was
not only a personal friend, but a friend to his
entire community and a respected civic leader
in Arkansas, First Ward Alderman J.C.
Jeffries.

J.C. passed away on Sunday, September
30, at the age of 57. Originally from Grady, Ar-
kansas, J. C. moved to Topeka, Kansas, in
high school and joined the Air Force upon
graduation. Four years later, he joined the po-
lice department at Topeka and became in-
volved in civic and youth issues. He returned
to Arkansas and settled in Pine Bluff in 1979.
J.C. spent the majority of his life caring for
and taking an active role in the Pine Bluff
community.

J.C. always put service above self by trying
to make Pine Bluff a better place in which to
live. He was a quiet man who always moved
and spoke deliberately and with consideration.
Although J.C. had his own opinions con-
cerning politics or policy, he would always lis-
ten to others ideas and concerns. Under his
leadership and non-confrontational guidance,
J.C. could bring together many different
groups within the community. I was honored to
have him serve on my congressional African
American advisory council.

As a member of the Pine Bluff City Council
for 14 years, J.C. truly understood and en-
joyed participating in city government. He had
been an alderman since 1987 and was one of
Pine Bluff’s first African American city council
members. As chairman of the council’s public
works committee, J.C. was dedicated to help-
ing ‘‘at risk’’ youths through city programs. He
fought hard for funding for the city’s summer
jobs program and made sure the money was
used responsibly. The Pine Bluff Commission
on Children and Youth was established under
J.C.’s leadership.

In addition to his work in City Hall, J.C. also
advised members of the Pine Bluff’s academic
community. J.C. worked at the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff most recently as a ca-
reer counselor and held several posts over the
past twenty years. He helped find money to
pave UAPB’s streets and get financing for the
new state-of-the-art Golden Lions Stadium.

J.C. was a man of great stature, a distin-
guished leader who showed compassion for
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