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EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
THAT EVERY CITIZEN IS EN-
COURAGED TO DISPLAY THE
FLAG

SPEECH OF

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 12, 2001

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
support of this resolution, H. Con. Res. 225,
and commend the gentle lady from Missouri,
Congresswoman EMERSON, for drafting this
measure.

I extend my condolences to the thousands
of victims and their families throughout our
Nation who have suffered from these terrorist
attacks, and, particularly, to my colleague from
New York, Mr. CROWLEY, who lost his cousin,
John Moran, a New York City fire fighter, who
died on Tuesday at the tragedy at the World
Trade Center. Our prayers are with you and
your family, and we commend your cousin
John for paying the ultimate price for those in
need. Our Nation’s fire fighters, law enforce-
ment, and emergency personnel are the pillars
of our community. Our entire Nation mourns
when we lose any brother or sister in uniform.

Following the barbaric terrorist attacks on
our great Nation, earlier this week, thousands
of Americans joined together to donate their
time, services, and blood to the victims of this
tragic day. These charitable acts reflect the
compassion of the American spirit and the re-
spect for life we share as a nation.

This resolution further calls on our American
citizenry, to raise up the flag of our Nation as
a symbolic gesture of the solidarity of our Na-
tion and as a proclamation to the cowards
who perpetrated these heinous attacks that
we, as a nation, continue to stand as the bea-
con of freedom in this world. Their attempt to
bring chaos and terror to the hearts of Ameri-
cans has only brought forth the great sense of
patriotism, liberty, and kindness which stands
as the cornerstone of our Nation.

I proudly join the Members of this House
and millions of Americans in supporting this
measure and calling for all our neighbors to
display, with pride, resilience, and solidarity,
the stars and stripes of the United States of
America.

God bless the American people and the
United States.

f

ATTACKS AT THE WORLD TRADE
CENTER AND THE PENTAGON

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2001

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday I saw the worst of the world, but I
saw the best of America. The police, fire and
rescue workers, and the average person just

trying to help showed the world what America
is made of. They showed that our values will
survive any attack.

The murderers behind this will also find out
what Americans are made of. They will learn
that freedom is stronger than fear. They will
learn that our democracy is stronger than mur-
der. And they will learn that America—and
Americans—are stronger than them.

God Bless the men and women working
hard to help their fellow Americans. God Bless
the victims of this attack. God Bless America.

f

PRAYER FOR WORLD TRADE
CENTER DISASTER

HON. LAMAR S. SMITH
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2001

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the fol-
lowing prayer is from the website spiritu-
ality.com. It can inspire us all.

WORLD TRADE CENTER DISASTER: MY PRAYER
FOR MY BROTHER

(By Laura Matthews)

At the moment I write this, I’ve just heard
that one of the World Trade Center build-
ings has collapsed. My brother works in
that building, and there’s been no word.
I’ve been in touch with my family around
the country, and we’re all praying. This
is my prayer for my brother.

Where can my heart go when there is no
news, and perhaps no hope? I must go to
the one almighty God. I must know His
almighty presence.

I dig deep into what I know to be true. There
is only one God, divine Life, holy Love.
The God that my brother loves and
serves is the God that connects us all—
terrorist and victim alike. My thought
now is echoing with God, that oneness
that fills all space, in offices, stairwells,
plazas, airplanes. I refuse to conceive of
any space that is not filled with God. I
place my brother in that space, whole-
heartedly. He can’t leave that space, it
surrounds him and upholds him and
guides him.

I see my brother continuing to walk through
life, as he has every day until now and
will forever, with the glory of God shin-
ing through him. I’m not seeing his life
as something that can end. I’m seeing it
as eternal, as full, complete, ideal. I’m
clinging to this, because the thought
that there may be death to deal with in
my family’s future cannot be the final
word. The final word must be Life. It
must be God.

God is there, in New York, in Jerusalem, in
Washington, in Baghdad. God is here
with me in Boston. It’s not a bunch of
gods scattered all about, but the one
God, literally filling all space, blan-
keting all creation. I touch that one God
in thought and I’m touching all creation.
And that God is holding my brother
close, with all the others—all of them.

It’s not only my brother or our family. It’s
entire buildings, entire cities, entire
countries. I’m putting it all in the divine

space, everyone, every action, every life-
span. That space contains nothing but
Love and glory. The pain, fear and confu-
sion are nothing within that holy place.

My brother and all the people involved are in
that holy place. I am holding them there
in thought. It is the structure of Love
that surrounds them, and it cannot be
destroyed.

(Later the author got word that her brother
was five minutes away from his office
when the building was hit.)

f

HONORING THE HEROISM OF
AIRLINE PILOT JASON DAHL

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2001

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, on September
11, 2001, we experienced the most vicious
and horrific terrorist attack on our soil in Amer-
ica’s history. This deliberate and systematic
assault on innocent American civilians resulted
in numerous fatalities. One of the hijacked
planes, United Airlines Flight 93, en route from
Newark to San Francisco, crashed into Stoney
Creek Township in Pennsylvania. Jason
Dahl—a resident of Ken Caryl, Colorado—was
the pilot of that plane. While three other hi-
jacked aircraft made it to their intended targets
including the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon, this aircraft did not. While we may
never know exactly what transpired on that
aircraft and particularly in the cockpit of flight
93, Jason Dahl, in one manner or another,
gathered the courage and bravery to resist the
attack and avoid another massive strike on
America. Due to his selfless act of sacrifice,
Mr. Speaker, I would like to pay tribute to
Jason Dahl today and recognize him as a
hero worthy of this body.

Last week, Jason floated an e-mail to his
colleagues requesting a switch in flights be-
cause he wanted to spend more time with his
family. Since no one was able to take the
flight from Newark to San Francisco, Jason
fulfilled his responsibility and as a result he,
his co-pilot, 38 passengers and five flight at-
tendants were led to their death by the terror-
ists on-board.

Jason Dahl resided in the Ken Caryl Ranch
area in Colorado. He was well respected and
liked by his neighbors. Never shying away
from the opportunity to extend a helping hand,
Jason was a dedicated husband to Sandy, fa-
ther to Matt, his son, and friend to many. Fur-
thermore, he was a ‘‘standards’’ captain for
United Airlines. This special role allowed
Jason to not only fly aircraft, but also provided
the opportunity to teach and test other pilots.
Many of his counterparts recognized Jason as
a very capable and skilled captain.

Mr. Speaker, the wishes of the terrorists
aboard United Flight 93 may never be under-
stood, but we can deduce that something went
wrong in the pursuit of their ultimate objective.
Jason was probably the reason behind the
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failure of their mission, and in so doing, he
saved American lives. While many people died
in this tragedy, we must recognize the greater
triumph of the situation and the battle against
terrorism that was claimed in this particular
moment. Mr. Speaker, Jason Dahl emerged
as a national hero on September 11 and I
would like to acknowledge his patriotic sac-
rifice. My warmest regards and deepest sym-
pathies are extended toward his family at this
time of remembrance. Jason Dahl will be re-
membered as a hero who gave his life to
America and we will all miss him dearly.

f

EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE
AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES REGARDING TERRORIST
ATTACKS LAUNCHED AGAINST
UNITED STATES, HOUSE JOINT
RESOLUTION 61

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2001

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
December 7, 1941. September 17, 1862. No-
vember 22, 1963. Pearl Harbor—The Day
which Lives in Infamy. The Battle of Antie-
tam—America’s Bloodiest Day. The Assas-
sination of President Kennedy—The Loss of
America’s Innocence. These dates have pro-
found meaning in the Nation’s eternal mem-
ory. They had an immeasurable impact on the
American way of life, and the effects remain
with us today. Transcending tragedy, the hor-
rific events of these dates reach to a level that
changes everything we know and ever will
know about our world, our country, and our-
selves.

Hoping against hope, we prayed that this
terrible list would not grow, but we must now
add Tuesday, September 11, 2001 to the grim
list.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday our great Nation
suffered the most violent and costly attack on
American soil in our nation’s history, and our
lives will never be the same. The attack was
aimed at the heart of our country, and the
attackers hoped to break the spirit of our citi-
zens.

The cowards who attacked us clearly mis-
understood the strength of character and re-
solve of the American people. We do not back
down in the face of hardship, and we will pre-
vail over our enemies, no matter how long it
takes.

Terrorists may shatter our buildings, but
they cannot shatter our commitment to the val-
ues we hold most dear: freedom, democracy,
liberty, opportunity. We must commit ourselves
today not only to defend ourselves and punish
those who attacked us, we must also commit
to rebuild the lives and the innocence that
have been shattered. As the scope of the dev-
astation becomes clearer, our task will only
grow more serious and important, but I know
that we will rebuild our world.

As we move forward to rebuild what has
been shattered, we must put our world back
together in a way that is mindful of not only
our profoundly rich history and traditions but is

also mindful of that which connects all of hu-
manity. We are blessed by the assistance and
efforts of countless rescue workers who are
risking their lives to rescue victims; I commend
their courageous work and believe that their
efforts should be examples to us all as we
each make our own contributions to the recov-
ery efforts.

Finally, we must not let feelings of anger
and frustration rob us of the very things that
make our country great. Make no mistake, we
will find those responsible for these terrible at-
tacks, and hold them responsible. In doing so,
however, we must be thoughtful, careful, and
deliberate. We must and will remain vigilant in
the defense of the liberties of our citizens.
America can be safe and free, and our best
days remain before us. God bless America.

f

PROVIDING FOR EXPEDITED PAY-
MENT OF CERTAIN BENEFITS
FOR PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS
KILLED OR INJURED IN CONNEC-
TION WITH TERRORIST ATTACKS
OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2001

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
full support of H.R. 2882 expediting payments
to the families of the brave public safety offi-
cers killed or injured in the line of duty during
the heinous acts of terrorism against the
United States which occurred on September
11, 2001. Our Nation owes these heroic men
and women our deepest gratitude and we ex-
tend to their families our sincerest and heart-
felt sorrow for their loss. As our Nation comes
to grips with the shocking enormity of these
attacks, our dedicated public safety officers re-
main on the front line of the massive search
and rescue efforts underway. They are leading
a tireless search for our fellow citizens and for
their fallen comrades. At this time of national
tragedy, let us acknowledge the ongoing sac-
rifices that our Nation’s brave public safety of-
ficers continue to selflessly endure in the
name of freedom and humanity. And may the
ultimate sacrifice of their comrades never be
forgotten. We pray for the safety of our public
safety officers and the safe return of their fel-
low officers who remain missing. I urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

f

AMERICA STANDS RESOLUTE IN
THIS TIME OF TRAGEDY

HON. PETE SESSIONS
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2001

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, Tuesday
morning the American people were viciously
and deliberately attacked by terrorists in what
I consider to be an act of war.

We have entered into a new era in world
history. Terrorists have now begun to flout
international law and standards of common

decency. They target the American people be-
cause we are strong and because they are
weak. Some say that we cannot and should
not be the world’s policeman. But we will
serve justice and we will punish those who are
responsible.

This battle is a new kind of war, and we
must be prudent in how we prosecute it. All
nations who harbor, who train, who support,
who fund these terrorist groups, bear equal re-
sponsibility for the actions of these terrorists.

We must dedicate the proper resources to
deal with them in the appropriate way. Terror-
ists may be able to run, but they cannot hide
from America’s determination and justice.

Many of those who died were dedicated
public servants. They were members of our
armed forces, firefighters, and police officers.
They were people dedicated to serving and
protecting America. Others were citizens dedi-
cating to living the American dream, who had
wives or husbands or children or parents who
loved them and who will miss them.

These people were innocent victims in a
war conducted against America by terrorists
who attacked unsuspecting civilian targets. It
is now time we begin to fight back.

On behalf of myself and the Fifth District of
Texas, I would like to express my deepest
condolences the families of the victims. May
God protect them in this time of trouble.

f

HONORING MACLOVIO ‘‘JOE’’
LOPEZ JR.

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2001

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, It is with pro-
found sadness that I pay tribute to Maclovio
‘‘Joe’’ Lopez who passed away on September
11, 2001. Joe, 41 years old, was a native of
Pueblo, Colorado and was traveling from Bos-
ton to Los Angeles on business when his
United Airlines Flight 175 was hijacked and
crashed into the World Trade Center in New
York City.

Joe Lopez was born and reared in Colo-
rado, the second oldest of seven children to
Maclovio and Martha Lopez. Joe graduated
from Pueblo County High School prior to pur-
suing a career that would ultimately require
him to frequently travel from Los Angeles to
Boston. Tragically, Joe’s commute landed into
the evil hands of cowardly terrorists who horri-
fied our nation by attacking innocent American
citizens.

The events that took place on September
11, 2001 will never be forgotten. It is the duty
of our nation not only to remember that day,
but also to honor those individuals whose lives
were so quickly lost. Joe Lopez was a loving
and honorable man. My heart and prayers go
out to Joe’s friends and family during this time
of mourning. They can rest assure that we will
come together as a Nation to see that the
proper course of action is taken against these
criminals who perpetrated this senseless act.
Joe was an outstanding member of his com-
munity and a heroic role model for others. I
would like to extend my deepest sympathy
and warmest regards to Maclovio ‘‘Joe’’
Lopez’s family and my thoughts and prayers
along with those of our Nation are with them.
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