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In 2000, the 60th Air Mobility Wing won the

coveted Solano Trophy, which is awarded an-
nually to the best active duty wing in the 15th
Air Force.

General Kane is a graduate of the United
States Air Force Academy and holds ad-
vanced degrees from the Naval War College
and the University of Southern California.

His military decorations include the Defense
Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Aer-
ial Achievement Medal, Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal,
Combat Readiness Medal with device, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal with device and
the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal.

Mr. Speaker, Brig. General Thomas P. Kane
is a true patriot and distinguished American
who has devoted himself to the service of our
country. It is appropriate that we honor him
today by expressing our gratitude for his dedi-
cation and wishing him well on his new NATO
posting.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the life of Mr.
Harry Weisbrod, a champion of labor and an
active participant in the public policy process.
While an investigator for the Department of
Labor, Mr. Weisbrod changed the collective
bargaining process in this country forever by
organizing the first union of federal employ-
ees. Later, as a founder of a wage and labor
consulting firm, he fought to develop ways for
companies to be prosperous without forsaking
their responsibility to support a standard of liv-
ing which every American worker deserves.
During his extraordinary life, he worked both
within government and with government to
promote a quality of life for its workers.

Mr. Weisbrod was a veteran and party activ-
ist. He cheated on his eye exam in order to
enter the United States Army during war-time.
Later, as a resident of Dallas, he contributed
to the improvement of the educational system
by helping to organize the League for Edu-
cational Advancement in Dallas (LEAD), a
grassroots organization devoted to school
board reform. A true public servant, he was
appointed to numerous Dallas boards and
commissions, including the Dallas Civil Serv-
ice Commission. Mr. Weisbrod believed in our
system of government. He was an active par-
ticipant in the Democratic Party and helped to
develop many of its more progressive activi-
ties and programs.

Mr. Speaker, Harry Weisbrod transcended
Earthly boundaries on September 1, 2001.
Through this statement, it is my hope that the
record of his service will be forever enshrined
in American history.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

commend and congratulate my close friend,
Bay City Times Publisher C. Kevin Dykema,
for the instrumental role he played in bringing
the extraordinarily successful Tall Ships Cele-
bration 2001 to my hometown of Bay City,
Michigan, and for his leadership in organizing
the Maritime Festival that welcomed the ves-
sels to our community.

As chairman of the Board of Directors of
Bay City’s Tall Ships Celebration, Kevin spent
incalculable hours at the helm to steer a
course for an event that has left residents of
Bay City swelling with pride. Kevin deserves
our highest praise and gratitude for his vision,
hard work and dedication. The impact of his
efforts will be felt for many years as perma-
nent residents and visitors from all points on
the map sing the praises of Bay City, Michi-
gan, and list the celebration as yet another ex-
ample of the city’s welcoming attitude.

A long-time sailing enthusiast, Kevin turned
his love for the water and his interest in mari-
time history into an economic windfall for the
area when he initiated and fulfilled a plan to
bring the Appledore schooner to Bay City as
a permanent attraction and educational tool for
students and adults to learn more about the
unique environment of the Saginaw Bay. A co-
founder of BaySail, Inc., the non-profit organi-
zation that oversees the Appledore, Kevin has
been an enthusiastic and energetic booster of
historical sailing ships. While the opportunity
to lure the Tall Ships challenge to Bay City
was certainly a labor of love for Kevin, he
could not have anticipated the massive team
effort or the extraordinary time commitment re-
quired. Yet, he pulled it all off with flying col-
ors.

Such endeavors are nothing new for Kevin.
He has been a vital and visible force in the
community since first coming to town in 1991.
His involvement in a wide-ranging number of
service organizations and his willingness to
step up to the plate to lead various volunteer
efforts have served our community well. Of
course, such involvement cannot occur without
the support of family and Kevin has been for-
tunate to have the encouragement of his wife,
Betsy, and children, Pete and Jane.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting Kevin Dykema for his quiet yet firm
hand in navigating Bay County, Michigan, on
an unalterable course that will lead to further
economic prosperity and perpetuation of the
city’s reputation as a welcome port-of-call for
friends and visitors alike.
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
tribute to a longtime Syracuse journalist who
passed away as a result of a sudden brain an-
eurysm while visiting family in Florida.

For over 20 years, Donna Speziale Richards
covered breaking news in Syracuse and On-
ondaga County as both a radio and television
news reporter. Born in Syracuse, she was a
graduate of Solvay High School and Onon-
daga Community College. She worked as a
radio reporter for both WFBL–AM and WHEN–
AM, where she also served as news director.
She then went on to cover local stories for
WTVH–TV5 as a television news reporter for
eleven years.

1988 she won an Emmy award as a mem-
ber of a team of reporters covering the bomb-
ing of Pam Am Flight 103. During her tenure
as a journalist, Donna’s work was recognized
by the Associated Press Broadcasters Asso-
ciation, the state Broadcasters Association,
and the Syracuse Press Club.

Most recently, Donna had left broadcasting
to serve our community as a public relations
specialist for the U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration office in Syracuse. Through her work
in that position, she was known as an inform-
ative and helpful source for local media and
business people and a committed federal em-
ployee.

Donna leaves her husband, Donald; two
stepsons, David and Paul Richards; her moth-
er, Mary Speziale; and a brother, Skip
Speziale. She was 43 years old.

Throughout her career, Donna was not one
to seek special recognition or the spotlight.
With this honor, it is my hope that her local in-
volvement and balanced work receives the at-
tention that it deserves. Donna leaves a rep-
utation for fair and accurate reporting that
should serve as a lasting example for all
young, local journalists who follow in her foot-
steps. She will be missed.
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Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to former California
state senator Rose Ann Vuich, a mentor and
friend of mine who passed away in Dinuba,
California on August 30, 2001.

Rose Ann’s parents immigrated from Yugo-
slavia to California’s Central Valley, where the
family ranched near the community of Cutler.
After Rose Ann’s father Obren passed away in
1940, her mother Stana and the family worked
hard to keep the ranch prosperous. Their
prosperity led them to eventually acquire three
other ranches and allowed Rose Ann to open
her own accounting firm in Dinuba.

Rose Ann was close to her family and deep-
ly committed to her community. She served on
the boards of the Tulare County Fair and Alta
District Hospital and was active in political or-
ganizations.

Rose Ann was truly a barrier breaker. She
paved the way for other women in public serv-
ice by being elected as California’s first female
state senator in 1976. Before that, she was
the first female president of the Dinuba Cham-
ber of Commerce. She forced changes in the
Senate, most notably when she rang a bell on
her desk whenever male colleagues referred
to the ‘‘gentlemen of the Senate.’’

During her sixteen years in the state senate,
Rose Ann was a model public servant. She
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listened carefully to her constituents, rep-
resented them tirelessly, and set an example
of integrity and character. She encouraged
people to expect more of their elected officials,
and her shadow over the Central Valley will be
long.

She set a strong standard of ethical behav-
ior that led her to raise tough questions about
legislation before the Senate. She rose to be-
come chairman of the Senate Banking and
Commerce Committee, a position that allowed
her to advocate on behalf of Valley agriculture.
She also tirelessly shepherded construction of
Highway 41 in Fresno, which she considered
her proudest accomplishment.

On a personal level, I had the pleasure of
serving as Rose Ann’s Administrative Assist-
ant immediately prior to my coming to Con-
gress in 1990. I learned from Rose Ann the
virtue and dedication of public service, and the
importance of standing up for what is right.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
today in paying tribute to Rose Ann Vuich and
celebrating her long and distinguished legacy
of service to California’s Central Valley.
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A PROCLAMATION CELEBRATING
THE 50TH BIRTHDAY OF ELLEN
RATNER

HON. ROBERT W. NEY
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 6, 2001

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I commend the fol-
lowing article to my colleagues:

Whereas, Ellen Ratner was born August 28,
1951 and will be celebrating her 50th year sur-
rounded by admiring friends and family; and,

Whereas, Ellen has much to be proud of as
she reflects on her past accomplishments and
anticipates her future endeavors; and,

Whereas, Ellen has achieved respect and
notoriety among Presidents, Members of Con-
gress, and foreign leaders as she has suc-
cessfully navigated and illuminated the ever
changing tide of American politics; and,

Whereas, Ellen is also an accomplished
writer, authoring ‘‘The Other Side of the Fam-
ily: A Book for Recovery from Abuse, Incest,
and Neglect’’ as well as ‘‘101 Ways to Get
Your Progressive Ideas on Talk Radio’’; and,

Therefore, I ask my colleagues to join with
me in honoring Ellen Ratner as she celebrates
50 years of achievement. I am honored to be
a close friend with a woman whom I hold in
the highest esteem.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
along with my colleagues from Calfironia, Mr.
George Miller and Mr. Ose, I wish today to

recognize Donald R. Rowe, who is retiring this
month following a long and distinguished ca-
reer in county government.

Mr. Rowe retires as the Director of the So-
lano County Health Services Department, a
position he has held for the past twelve years.
As Director, he had the overall administrative,
budget and leadership responsibilities for
1,200 employees and an annual operating
budget of $187 million.

He was previously employed with the county
from 1987 to 1989 as the Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Business and Personal Insurance Serv-
ices.

Mr. Rowe came to Solano County from
Fresno County where he worked as the Solid
Waste Coordinator, as both a Senior and Prin-
cipal Administrative Analyst in the County Ad-
ministrator’s Office, as the Associate Director
of Health and as the Director of Health.

Mr. Rowe currently serves as Chair of the
Solano Partnership Health Plan Board of Di-
rectors, which is one of five California health
insurance organizations providing full service
health maintenance coverage for the Medicaid
population.

He is a member of the Executive and Legis-
lative Committees of the County Health Ex-
ecutives Association of California, the State of
California Health Information for Policy Project
Committee and a founding member of the So-
lano Coalition for Better Health, a community
wide collaborative health planning and com-
munity action committee.

Mr. Rowe holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Social Welfare from California State Univer-
sity, Fresno and a Master of Public Adminis-
tration Degree from the University of San
Francisco.

Mr. Speaker, because of Donald Rowe’s
many contributions to county government, and
specifically to Solano County, it is proper for
us to honor him today.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to the life of
Dr. Foster Kidd. Dr. Kidd was a true Texas
community leader. He was tirelessly dedicated
to improving the health of all Americans. He
was the first African-American dentist ap-
pointed to the Texas State Board of Dental
Examiners and made great strides toward
helping the community understand the impor-
tance of oral health care. During his life, he
chronicled the achievements of African-Amer-
ican dentists through numerous publications,
including ‘‘Profile of the Negro in American
Dentistry.’’ He was a dentistry expert, activist,
historian, mentor, father, husband and friend
to many.

Dr. Kidd was a leading authority on African-
American orthodontic history, collecting scores
of documents that tell the story of black den-
tists. He was also an extraordinarily effective
mentor, using his love of golf to mentor local
youths. Dr. Foster Kidd was a true Dallas
hero.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Foster Kidd moved on to
do his work in a better place on August 21,

2001. Those who knew him, however know
that his work will continue to live on through
his research, his books and the lasting impact
he had on all who met him.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor my good friend, Bay Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau Executive Director Shirley
Roberts, and to express the gratitude of an
entire community for her outstanding work in
promoting my hometown of Bay City, Michi-
gan. 1, along with the citizens of Bay City, am
especially appreciative of Shirley’s herculean
efforts in bringing the Tall Ships Celebration
2001 and Maritime Festival to town this sum-
mer.

As one of the founders of BaySail, Inc.,
Shirley deftly navigated any and all obstacles
to provide safe harbor for more than a dozen
historical schooners to drop anchor in Bay City
for an unprecedented nautical exhibit that truly
put the community on the map as a destina-
tion point for tourists from near and far. Her
efforts helped hundreds of thousands of visi-
tors discover or rediscover Bay City, signifi-
cantly enhancing the prosperity of the summer
season for many small businesses, res-
taurants and tourist attractions. In addition, the
event provided a wonderful opportunity for
residents and others to get a glimpse into Bay
City’s legendary maritime history and its many
contributions to the shipping industry.

Bay City has come to expect a lot from Shir-
ley because she always delivers. Employing
all the vim and vigor that she consistently has
applied to other community endeavors, Shirley
dove right into the Tall Ships project to ensure
smooth sailing for seafarers and landlubbers
alike. Moreover, Shirley’s keen understanding
that the success of any voyage depends
equally upon the leadership of the skipper at
the helm and the quality of the crew went a
long way to making the event a smash hit.

Shirley has always been the first to ac-
knowledge the role others have played in her
accomplishments and her modesty is perhaps
one reason for her remarkable ability to recruit
and retain enthusiastic and hard-working paid
staff and a legion of volunteers. In fact, it is a
testament to her team-effort approach that so
many volunteers answer the call whenever
she asks. Shirley also enjoys the whole-
hearted and energetic support of her husband,
David, and daughters, Michelle and Erika, and
typically credits them for their role in her suc-
cess.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in praising Shirley Roberts for her gung-ho
spirit and unwavering devotion to Bay City and
surrounding communities. I am confident she
will continue to bring fair winds and Godspeed
to any and all undertakings on behalf of the
citizens of Bay County, Michigan.
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