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HONORING THE LATE JIMMIE
ICARDO

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I am sad to re-
port that Kern County, California lost one of its
most prominent and successful friends when
Jimmie Icardo passed away. Few can or will
match commitment to his family, his church
and to Kern County.

The businesses Jimmie developed are
going to be models for young Californians for
years to come. He built strong family farm op-
erations that produced quality melons, toma-
toes, peppers and other crops. He was active
in the oil and gas, banking and real estate in-
dustries. Jimmie made his own successes
through honest dealings with his neighbors
and a tremendous amount of hard work. He
was equally committed to his community.

Jimmie Icardo will also be remembered for
the tremendous support he has given the Cali-
fornia State University at Bakersfield over the
years, in particular the University’s athletic
programs. Jimmie ran barbecues to raise
money for athletic scholarships, established a
trust to benefit the program and supported the
school in other ways. His strong support over
several decades helped build CSU Bakersfield
into the school it is today. The school’s deci-
sion to rededicate its athletic center as the
Jimmie and Marjorie Icardo Activities Center is
only a start toward acknowledging how hard
Jimmie worked over the years to support an
important educational resource for Kern Coun-
ty.

Jimmie Icardo was a person you asked for
help to get things done. His strengths and
sense of commitment to our community are
going to be missed by those who now have to
measure up to his example.

f

REMOTE SENSING APPLICATION
ACT OF 2001

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today
I am introducing the Remote Sensing Applica-
tions Act of 2001. This bill would help commu-
nities grow more smartly by giving them great-
er access to geospatial data—information from
analysis of data from orbiting satellites and air-
borne platforms—from federal agencies such
as NASA and commercial sources.

I am pleased that my colleague Representa-
tive JIM GREENWOOD is joining me as an origi-
nal cosponsor of this bill.

Many of our cities, in Colorado and across
the country, are experiencing problems with
unchecked and unplanned growth—otherwise
known as sprawl. Planning for growth is pri-

marily the job of state and local government.
But the federal government also has an impor-
tant role to play—whether through funding
transportation, infrastructure, schools, and the
like; establishing federal tax incentives and
disincentives for private development; or puff-
ing in place federal permits and licenses that
may contribute to or restrain sprawl.

The federal government can also help to
provide information to help towns and cities
grow in a smarter and more sustainable way.
Wise community planning and management
cannot happen if communities do not have in-
formation to make sound decisions. The fed-
eral government can bring valuable—and pow-
erful informational planning resources to the
table.

One new space-age tool is the use of sat-
ellites to provide images of the Earth’s sur-
face. We now have technology using
geospatial data from satellites—that can
produce very accurate maps that show infor-
mation about vegetation, wildlife habitat, flood
plains, transportation corridors, soil types, and
many other things. Satellite imagery and re-
mote sensing, when combined with Geo-
graphic Information System (GIS) and Global
Positioning Satellite (GPS) system information,
can be invaluable tools for use in such areas
as land-use planning, transportation, emer-
gency response planning, and environmental
planning. Getting this integrated geospatial
data to local communities would give planners
important information they could use to avoid
problems and help communities grow more
smartly.

As a member of the House Science Com-
mittee and the Space and Aeronautics Sub-
committee, I have learned about the techno-
logical opportunities available from federal
agency activities and capabilities. The bill I am
introducing would establish a program that will
demonstrate the effectiveness of the use of in-
tegrated geospatial data to other governmental
sectors.

The bill would establish in NASA a program
of grants for competitively awarded pilot
projects to explore the integrated use of
sources of remote sensing and other
geospatial information to address state, local,
regional, and tribal agency needs. This pro-
posed legislation would build on and com-
plement an applications program that NASA’s
Office of Earth Science announced earlier this
year. Like NASA’s program, the Remote Sens-
ing Applications Act would seek to translate
scientific and technical capabilities in Earth
science into practical tools to help public and
private sector decisionmakers solve practical
problems at the state and local levels.

The Remote Sensing Applications Act has
the potential to begin to bridge the gap be-
tween established and emerging technology
solutions and the problems and challenges
that state and local communities face regard-
ing growth management and other issues. I
look forward to working with Rep. GREENWOOD
and other Members of the House to move for-
ward with this important initiative.

IN HONOR OF DOCTOR OFEM AJAH

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of
Doctor Ofem Ajah for his dedication to the
field of medicine and health education.

Doctor Ajah, born in Nigeria, was faced with
many obstacles throughout his education.
Born to peasant farmers, Ofem was required
to help on the farm while he attended school.
His family was further impoverished and his
education interrupted when war broke out in
Nigeria. He continued with his secondary edu-
cation on an academic scholarship. His aca-
demic excellence propelled him to the Univer-
sity of Ilorin in Nigeria for both his under-
graduate and medical degrees.

Ofem is and always has been involved in
community affairs. In high school, he was edi-
tor-in-chief of the school magazine. His in-
volvement continued into medical school
where he served as Secretary of the Medical
Students Union as well as Chief Organizer of
the Nigerian Medical Students’ Games. After
completing his medical degree, Ofem taught
mathematics in a high school in Nigeria.

It was only after Ofem finished his medical
internship that Ofem immigrated to the United
States. As a distinguished physician, Ofem
continued his medical training at the Interfaith
Medical Center in Brooklyn where he became
Chief Resident. Pursuing his inner quest for
knowledge, Ofem obtained a specialty in gas-
troenterology.

For Ofem Ajah, being an accomplished doc-
tor has enabled him to give of his free time.
Dr. Ajah regularly donates his time and energy
to educating everyone about colon cancer. He
is also currently working on his second novel.

Ofem devotes himself to the love of his life,
Francine Smalls-Ajah. Together, they have
one daughter, Achayen, and two sons, Anijah
and Tuniche.

Mr. Speaker, Doctor Ofem Ajah has devoted
his life to serving his community through his
excellent knowledge of medicine. As such, he
is more than worthy of receiving our recogni-
tion today. I hope that all of my colleagues will
join me in honoring this truly remarkable man.

f

THE CITY OF EMERSON

HON. BOB BARR
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, this
summer, the City of Emerson will move into a
new City Hall facility. In honor of this occasion,
I would like to recognize some of the unique
historical facts underlying the development of
this small and growing town in Bartow County,
Georgia.

The history of Emerson, at least for human
purposes, begins with its settlement by native
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Americans. At the time the first European set-
tlers arrived, it was inhabited primarily by
Cherokee Indian tribes, whose artifacts still
line the shores of the Etowah River.

Following its settlement, Emerson began to
grow into a community built on nearby rail
lines; rich agricultural lands; and near iron,
graphite, and gold deposits. During the Civil
War, the area in and around Emerson was
crossed by numerous military forces as Sher-
man began his infamous drive toward the sea.

Returning war veterans found their homes
near Emerson in desolation. Fortunately, the
people had a spirit that could not be con-
quered. They began work rebuilding their
town, and succeeded in having it incorporated
in 1889.

That spirit of community and growth con-
tinues in Emerson today, as the town con-
tinues to expand to accommodate growth near
metro Atlanta, while retaining its picturesque
small town character. I join the citizens of
Emerson in saluting their city as it passes an
important milestone and moves into a new
City Hall.

f

CONGRATULATIONS TO SUSAN
CHASSON

HON. CHRIS CANNON
OF UTAH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
congratulate Susan Chasson, a woman of
great compassion. This afternoon Ms.
Chasson will be awarded the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation Community Health Lead-
ership Program Award. As a nurse and a vic-
tims’ advocate, Ms. Chasson was able to see
that the system for assisting children who are
victims of abuse was not working, and that the
system itself often caused more trauma to the
child than it helped. Susan acted on this and
returned to school to obtain a law degree so
that she could have a greater impact on the
system.

In 1991, Ms. Chasson founded the Chil-
dren’s Justice Center in Provo, Utah to help
children who are victims of physical abuse and
sexual assault. The Center provides these
children with a homelike environment where
they can tell their stories and begin the heal-
ing process. Their staff currently serves over
1,200 victims annually. The Center also pro-
vides medical exams for the children and
mental health services for both the children
and their families, all of whom are victims.

Susan Chasson’s dedication and persever-
ance in breaking through the silence of child
abuse reminds us that one person’s idea can
make all the difference in the world. While it
is disappointing that child abuse remains an
issue in the 21st Century, Susan Chasson’s
vision and endeavors must be commended.
She is truly a hero for us all.

f

THE NURSING CRISIS

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call your attention to a growing cri-

sis—the shortage of nurses in health care fa-
cilities across the Nation. Nurses are an abso-
lutely essential component of our health care
system—no piece of medical equipment will
ever replace the around-the-clock surveillance
provided by our Nation’s nurses. There is sim-
ply no substitute for the element of humanity
that nurses bring to medicine. Therefore, I find
it extremely alarming that one in five nurses
plans to quit the profession within five years
due to unsatisfactory working conditions. By
the year 2008, the Bureau of Labor Statistics
projects that we will need 450,000 additional
registered nurses in order to meet present de-
mand. This projection neglects the fact that
around that same time, 78 million baby
boomers Will start becoming eligible for Medi-
care.

How did we end up in this situation? Imag-
ine for a moment, if you will, that you are one
of the millions of young people across the
country trying to decide upon a career. Sup-
pose nursing is a profession that sincerely in-
terests you. Would you still be interested upon
discovering that nurses can expect to work
nights, weekends, and holidays? Would you
still be interested after learning that nurses
routinely work 16-hour shifts or longer, and
can be forced under threat of dismissal to
work mandatory overtime? Would you still be
interested after realizing that nurses receive
lower salaries, less vacation, and less retire-
ment benefits than their classmates who
chose other professions? Would you still be
interested after finding out that, with the ad-
vent of managed care, nurses now have to
spend almost as much time scrambling to fill
out paperwork as they do caring for patients?
Would you still be interested when you learn
that the very real possibility exists that you
may be the only hospital staff member avail-
able to supervise the well-being of an entire
floor of critically-ill patients? It doesn’t take a
great deal of insight to realize that no matter
how passionate your intentions, the disadvan-
tages of the nursing profession have become
increasingly prohibitive.

Yet, as bad as the nursing crisis is for
nurses, its worst consequences will be felt by
patients, Last year, an investigative report by
the Chicago Tribune revealed that since 1995,
at least 1,720 hospital patients have been ac-
cidentally killed, and 9,854 others injured as a
result of the actions of registered nurses
across the country. Interestingly enough, in-
stead of attacking the Tribune report, nurses
applauded it because it proved to the Amer-
ican public what they had known for a long
time—our nation’s nursing corps is being
stretched too thin, in part due to reckless pen-
nypinching by managed care companies, and
in part due to government underfunding of
hospitals.

How bad is the crisis? In the mid-90’s,
short-sighted budget cuts, both by the govern-
ment and by managed care companies, forced
many hospitals that were staffed entirely by
registered nurses to rely on lesser-trained
practical nurses and nurse aides instead.
Nurse aides, many of whom are not required
to have high school diplomas, now constitute
over one-third of nursing staffs in many hos-
pitals. In my hometown of Chicago, the situa-
tion is so dire that housekeeping staff hired to
clean rooms have been pressed into duty as
aides to dispense medicine. Hospitals now
routinely order nurses to care for 15 patients
or more at a time, almost double the rec-

ommended patient load. Overworked nurses
are being forced to juggle more tasks than any
single person can be expected to handle, and
are being asked to do procedures that they
haven’t been adequately trained for.

Our nurses have reached the end of their
rope. To quote Kim Cloninger, a registered
nurse from Illinois: ‘‘I wake up every day and
hope I don’t kill someone today. Every day I
pray: God protect me. Let me make it out of
there with my patients alive.’’ Or perhaps more
tellingly, Tricia Hunter, executive director of
the California branch of the American Nurses
Association states: ‘‘I don’t know a nurse who
would leave anyone they love in a hospital
alone.’’

Mr. Speaker, this is the face of nursing
today. The nursing profession needs our help.
As a profession, nurses have a rich history of
doing whatever it takes to provide adequate
patient care. Nurses generally don’t make a
big fuss over working conditions. The fact that
they are tells me that something is seriously
wrong with our health care system today.
Therefore, I support legislation that enacts
upwardly adjustable nurse staffing ratios as a
condition of participation in Medicare and
Medicaid, and I support legislation banning
mandatory overtime. I also support the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights introduced by Mr. MCCAIN,
Mr. EDWARDS, and Mr. KENNEDY in the Senate,
and by Mr. GANSKE and Mr. DINGELL in the
House because it includes a provision that
protects health care professionals from retalia-
tion when they speak out for their patients.
Lastly, I support the Nurse Reinvestment Act,
H.R. 1436, because it addresses the need to
attract more people into the nursing profes-
sion. I support all of these measures because
if we don’t act to solve our current nursing cri-
sis, we will all pay the price at some point
down the line.

f

IN HONOR OF ANDREW KIM

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001
Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of

Andrew Kim on the occasion of his installation
as president of the almost half million member
Korean American Association of Greater New
York and the obstacles that he had to over-
come to attain such a prestigious position.

Mr. Kim has overcome many personal ob-
stacles that others might have stumbled upon.
Contracting Polio in his native Republic of
South Korea, Mr. Kim was stigmatized and la-
beled as ‘‘unlucky.’’ In fact, Mr. Kim is self-
educated because he chose to cut short his
formal education as he saw it as a burden to
his parents. Mr. Kim was also denied employ-
ment because of his disability and therefore
found himself with a unique opportunity to
found his own electronic repair shop. Mr. Kim,
fascinated with America, studied for a test that
would allow him to immigrate and have a job.

Mr. Kim is a firm believer in the American
dream. America offered Andrew Kim a fresh
start away from the cultural attitudes of South
Korea. Mr. Kim worked his way up in New
York going from job to job.

Mr. Kim is also a devoted husband and fa-
ther. He married his wife Theresa two years
after coming to America. Together they have
three children.
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