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Without a doubt, American taxpayers de-

serve a substantial tax cut. But they also de-
serve a strengthened Social Security system,
a Medicare program that covers prescription
drugs, a military that is equipped to protect our
nation, a quality health care system that is af-
fordable and accessible to every family, and a
world-class educational system that prepares
our children for the 21st century. These needs
are great and they must not be ignored. They
will require additional spending by the federal
government, but this tax cut leaves room for
no such investment. I urge my colleagues to
reject this ill-advised tax cut, which will jeop-
ardize our future fiscal security, while doing
nothing to address immediate economic
needs.
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RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FIRST DIAGNOSED
CASE OF ACQUIRED IMMUNE DE-
FICIENCY SYNDROME (AIDS)

HON. DIANA DeGETTE
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2001

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize the 20th anniversary of the first diag-
nosed case of Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS) in the United States. The
past twenty years have heralded many med-
ical advances, especially in drug treatment
therapies for AIDS patients. However, despite
an increased understanding of the disease
and an improved quality of care for patients,
more than 438,000 people have died from the
disease since the early 1980s in the United
States alone.

Efforts towards prevention and education
have helped decrease the magnitude of the
epidemic, however there are currently more
than 750,000 people living with AIDS in the
U.S. Among new infections, the fastest grow-
ing segment is women and children. In fact,
national statistics indicate that AIDS is the
seventh leading cause of death among youths
between the ages of fifteen and twenty-four.
Surveys also indicate that approximately 87
percent of young Americans do not believe
that they are at risk for contracting HIV. A
growing number of cases of infection in youths
clearly demonstrates a need for a greater em-
phasis on education, and prevention. While
the AIDS scare of the late 1980s and the early
1990s appears to be over, the persistence of
this insidious disease is not. Complacency
about this disease and its reach must not be
allowed to grow.

Among the federal government’s programs
and legislation addressing the issue of AIDS,
one of the most effective is the Ryan White
Care Act, which was signed into law in 1990
and reauthorized in 2000. The ultimate goal of
this act is to improve health care and make it
more accessible to patients and their families.
In order to achieve this, the Ryan White Care
Act provides funding to states as well as non-
profit organizations that develop and organize
the distribution of necessary health care and
services to patients and their families.

This act has been helpful to residents with
HIV/AIDS in my home state of Colorado,
where there were 6,761 reported cases of
AIDS in 1999. During the 2000 Fiscal Year,
the state of Colorado qualified for over $4 mil-

lion under Title I of the Ryan White Care Act,
which provided funding to improve health care
in metropolitan areas disproportionately af-
fected by the HIV epidemic. Title IV appro-
priated over $600 K in additional dollars to
fund programs focusing on women, infants,
children, and youth in Colorado.

This funding has been put to good use in
Colorado, as it has not only helped children
receive better care, but has also improved
their access to necessary treatment. Consid-
ering that children are one of the fastest grow-
ing groups affected by AIDS, we must do all
we can to stem the tide of its growth. We must
continue to support measures that insure all
patients receive adequate care, and continue
our efforts to protect and educate our youth,
since they are the future.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE MEDICARE
WELLNESS ACT OF 2001

HON. MARK FOLEY
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2001

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join
today with my colleague Sander Levin to
again introduce the Medicare Wellness Act.
This legislation makes common sense reforms
to the Medicare program to help ensure that
our seniors are living longer, healthier lives.

The focus of the Medicare program since its
inception in 1965 has been on sickness—once
people are ill, the Medicare program steps in
to treat that illness. But medical technology
and treatment options have come a long way
since 1965. Sadly, the Medicare program has
not kept pace with those advances.

The new focus of Medicare should be on
wellness. We can, and should, prevent seniors
from getting sick, and promote good health.
This focus not only has health benefits, but is
also fiscally responsible. Hospitalization is one
of the most expensive benefits provided under
the Medicare program, and often, hospitaliza-
tion is the only option. However, if the Medi-
care program can be reformed to help prevent
instances of hospitalization we will not only
have healthier seniors, but we will utilize Medi-
care’s resources in the most effective way.

The Medicare Wellness Act of 2001 not only
increases screening and preventive services,
based on the recommendations of the Na-
tional Preventive Services Task Force, but in-
cludes mechanisms that will help promote
healthy lifestyles, disease prevention, and en-
courage a change in personal health habits.

Congress began adding these needed ben-
efits in 1997’s Balanced Budget Act by adding
four initial preventive benefits. We have since
added to those benefits, and improved many
of them. As we discuss adding other new ben-
efits, such as a prescription drug plan, to
Medicare, we cannot do so without facing the
fundamental need for reform of the program.
Incorporating these common sense benefits is
a necessary component of any true reform
package.

I would urge my colleagues to support this
measure, and look forward to its inclusion in
any Medicare reform legislation considered by
the Congress this year.

HONORING MURRAY EILBERG

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2001

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a man who will be greatly missed by all
who knew him. A man who served his country
proudly in its hour of need, and a man whose
love for his work and his life are only eclipsed
by his immeasurable love of family. It brings
me great sadness to report that Murray
Eilberg of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, passed
away last night at the age of 77.

Murray Eilberg was raised in Brooklyn, New
York. He grew up right around the corner from
a wonderful girl named Jane, who would be-
come the love of his life. Murray and Jane
were married for over 57 years. Their family
grew as they had three loving children, Patri-
cia, Herman, and Joey. Devoted to his family
above all else, Murray was blessed to have
six grandchildren and three great-grand-
children.

Like so many of the Greatest Generation,
Murray Eilberg fought for his country when our
nation called him to serve in World War II.
Murray was proud to serve in the US Army
Corps of Engineers as a brave member of the
Experimental Demolitions Unit.

Growing up, Murray dreamed of becoming a
motorman. And so after the War, Murray spent
twenty-two years working for the New York
City transit system as one of the city’s finest
motormen. Only a progressively worsening
eye condition could stop Murray from doing
what he loved, as no one had any doubt he
would have worked another twenty-two years
if given the chance.

In 1969, Murray retired and, with Jane, be-
came beloved members of the South Florida
community. Despite his blindness, he re-
mained active as a member of the Blinded
Veteran’s Association, the Disabled American
Veterans, and the American Legion. Known
for his unwavering sense of humor, Murray
was an avid joke teller who would captivate an
audience; even during his final days in the
hospital.

Mr. Speaker, Murray Eilberg was both well-
loved and widely respected by all those
blessed to have known him. He selflessly
served his country. His life’s work was his
dream. And his family was a source of admira-
tion and great pride. Today we celebrate
Murray’s life which serves as a wonderful ex-
ample to all who follow in his footsteps.
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HONORING THE U.S. MILITARY
ACADEMY AT WEST POINT, NEW
YORK CLASS OF 2001

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2001

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, Permit me to
take this opportunity to congratulate the nine-
hundred cadets of the graduating class of
2001 from our United States Military Academy
at West Point, New York.

I was gratified to once again be able to join
this year’s graduating class, along with our
Deputy Secretary of Defense, Paul Wolfowitz,
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and our good friend, the distinguished super-
intendent of the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point, General Daniel Christman.

Regrettably, this year’s ceremony will be the
last West Point graduation for General
Christman, who will soon be leaving the Acad-
emy for a private life. I would like to take this
opportunity to extend my personal gratitude
and the thanks of this entire body for his dis-
tinguished service to our Nation, and for his
commitment to our Nation’s military. His guid-
ance, leadership, and spirit at West Point will
long be missed.

I was pleased to listen to the poignant re-
marks of Deputy Defense Secretary Wolfowitz
and look forward to working with him. I am at-
taching a copy of his remarks for the RECORD
and strongly recommend to my colleagues to
review his message to the class of 2001 and
to our Nation.

To all the Cadets of the class of 2001, I ex-
tend my congratulations, my best wishes, my
prayers, and my continued commitment to en-
suring that our Nation provides them with the
support they deserve for their service to our
Nation.

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS AT THE U.S.
MILITARY ACADEMY, WEST POINT

[Remarks by Deputy Secretary of Defense
Paul Wolfowitz, Michie Stadium, West
Point, NY, Saturday, June 2, 2001]

Thank you. Thank you, General [Daniel]
Christman [Superintendent of the United
States Military Academy], for a very warm
introduction. Please be seated. You ne-
glected to mention that 25 years ago, when
we were very young, we were working to-
gether to persuade the Congress not to take
fine Army forces out of Europe. And with the
help of a lot of other people, we succeeded.
Those forces stood watch in the Fulda Gap
and other places around the continent of Eu-
rope, and the result was one of the great
strategic victories of history of which every
member of the Armed Forces and every
member of the U.S. Army that participated
in that effort is justly proud.

I also want to complement General
Christman and the Army on the great spirit
with which they said, we’re going to go
ahead and hold this ceremony outdoors even
in this terrible weather, because it’s more
important to have all the families able to
come than to be inside warm and com-
fortable. [Applause.] Coming from Wash-
ington where, as they say, no good deed goes
unpunished, it’s wonderful to see this good
deed rewarded with a break in the weather.

Senator Jack Reed, Congresswoman Sue
Kelly, Congressman and old friend Ben Gil-
man, Congressman Saxby Chambliss, and
Congressman Charlie Norwood; Commandant
[of Cadets Brigadier General Eric] Olson,
Dean [of the Academic Board Brigadier Gen-
eral Daniel] Kaufman, distinguished staff
and faculty, ladies and gentlemen, parents
and family, and most of all, members of the
class of 2001:

I want to thank the Class of ’01 for giving
me the honor of sharing with you this very
special day. I went to school just up the road
a ways in a place called Cornell where I stud-
ied mathematics. According to my calcula-
tions, if you take the corps of cadets and add
a speech longer than 20 minutes, by the time
you’re done, you’ll have 40% that won’t be
listening, 40% who will be sleeping, and 20%
will be asking for their money back.

So, the responsibility of a commencement
speaker is heavy indeed. Your remarks
should be sentimental to please the parents,
substantive to please the faculty, and short
to please the cadets [Laughter.] When we say

the word ‘‘short’’ to the class of ’01, I’m told
that we’re talking to experts. In fact, I can
see that this class is so short [audience:
‘‘how short are we?’’], you have fewer hours
until you receive your diplomas than the
plebes have ears to graduate. But, plebes . . .
your day will come, too.

Today also marks the last time that the
distinguished Army leader General Dan
Christman will stand before a graduating
class as Superintendent. But, there was even
a time when General Christman was a plebe.
Back then, in May 1962, he and his fellow ca-
dets gathered in the mess hall to hear Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur deliver the ‘‘Duty,
Honor, Country’’ speech that became so fa-
mous.

Dan Christman left the Academy first in
his class and answered MacArthur’s call, a
call to serve ‘‘a goal that is high . . . to
reach into the future . . . to . . . remember
the simplicity of true greatness, the open
mind of true wisdom. . . .’’ From fields of
fire in Vietnam to the peaceful Plain of West
Point, from commanding troops in Korea and
Europe to advising senior leaders in the Pen-
tagon and the White House, General
Christman has commanded, led and served
with the simplicity and open-mindedness
that MacArthur spoke of.

General Christman brought an agile mind
and a visionary spirit to his tenure as your
‘‘Supe’’—building West Point to keep it at
the forefront of the nation’s great edu-
cational institutions. For the thousands of
cadets that he has led and loved, his legacy
is simple and profound—West Point is a
stronger and better institution because he
was here. For our nation, his legacy is a
whole generation of soldiers enriched by Dan
Christman’s 36 years of leadership. And his
great supporter and partner, Susan
Christman, was with him. Now as they pre-
pare to leave their final assignment in the
active duty Army, we thank them for their
lasting contributions born of a lifetime of
service.

There are many others who’ve been instru-
mental to the achievements that we are hon-
oring here today, but no one deserves more
credit than the parents who have supported
and encouraged you. May I ask the parents
and guardians of the class of 2001 to stand, so
that we can give you a fitting Army tribute?

Today, in the year that all math majors
know is really the first year of the Twenty-
first Century, you graduate. Congratulations
to the first West Point class of Twenty-first
century!

As you leave, you leave well prepared for
the demands of future duty. Four years have
tested you in ways you probably never imag-
ined. In Beast Barracks, you learned that
you can meet any challenge if you attack it
with determination. You learned that the
soldier who inspires others to work together
can be an agent of change. You learned that
one person can make a difference, but that
infinitely more is possible when one person
joins a greater commitment—to a common
good. Perhaps most importantly, you learned
how many days are left until Army beats
Navy.

Extensive scientific research has dem-
onstrated that on an average day in June,
the average human brain is capable of re-
membering at most one thought from a com-
mencement speech. But since today is cooler
than average, and West Pointers are defi-
nitely above average, I will challenge you to
think this morning about two words: ‘‘sur-
prise’’ and ‘‘courage.’’

This year marks the sixtieth anniversary
of a military disaster whose name has be-
come synonymous with surprise—the attack
on Pearl Harbor. Interestingly, that ‘‘sur-
prise attack’’ was preceded by an astonishing
number of unheeded warnings and missed

signals. Intelligence reports warned of ‘‘a
surprise move in any direction,’’ but this
made the Army commander in Honolulu
think of sabotage, not attack. People were
reading newspapers in Hawaii that cited
promising reports about intensive Japanese
diplomatic efforts, unaware that these were
merely a charade. An ultra-secret code-
breaking operation, one of the most remark-
able achievements in American intelligence
history, an operation called ‘‘Magic,’’ had
unlocked the most private Japanese commu-
nications, but the operation was considered
so secret and so vulnerable to compromise
that the distribution of its product was re-
stricted to the point that our field com-
manders didn’t make the ‘‘need-to-know’’
list.

And at 7 a.m. on December 7th, at Opana
radar station, two privates detected what
they called ‘‘something completely out of
the ordinary.’’ In fact, it was so out of the
ordinary that the inexperienced watch offi-
cer assumed it must be friendly airplanes
and told them to just forget about it.

Yet military history is full of surprises,
even if few are as dramatic or as memorable
as Pearl Harbor. Surprise happens so often
that it’s surprising that we’re still surprised
by it. Very few of these surprises are the
product of simple blindness or simple stu-
pidity. Almost always there have been warn-
ings and signals that have been missed—
sometimes because there were just too many
warnings to pick the right one out, some-
times because of what one scholar of Pearl
Harbor called ‘‘a poverty of expectations’’—
a routine obsession with a few familiar dan-
gers.

This expectation of the familiar has gotten
whole governments, sometimes whole soci-
eties, into trouble. At the beginning of the
last century, the British economist Norman
Angell published a runaway best seller that
must have drawn the attention of professors
and cadets of West Point at that time.
Angell argued that the idea that nations
could profit from war was obsolete. It had
become, as he titled his book, The Great Illu-
sion. International finance, he argued, had
become so interdependent and so interwoven
with trade and industry that it had rendered
war unprofitable.

One of Angell’s disciples, David Starr Jor-
dan, the President of an institution on the
West Coast called Stanford University, ar-
gued that war in Europe, though much
threatened, would never come. ‘‘The bank-
ers,’’ he said, ‘‘will not find the money for
such a fight; the industries will not maintain
it; the statesmen cannot. There will be no
general war.’’

Unfortunately for him, he made that pre-
diction in 1913. One year later, Archduke
Franz Ferdinand fell to an assassin’s bullet,
plunging Europe into a war more terrible
than any that had come before it. The notion
of the Great Illusion yielded to the reality of
the Great War.

One hundred years later, we live, once
again, in a time of great hopes for world
peace and prosperity. Our chances of real-
izing those hopes will be greater if we use
the benefit of hindsight to replace a poverty
of expectations with an anticipation of the
unfamiliar and the unlikely.

By doing so, we can overcome the compla-
cency that is the greatest threat to our
hopes for a peaceful future, the kind of com-
placency that took the life of General John
Sedgewick at the Battle of Spottsylvania
during the American Civil War. General
Sedgewick looked over a parapet toward
enemy lines, and waved off his soldiers’
warning of danger, declaring: ‘‘Nonsense,
they couldn’t hit an elephant at this dis-
tance.’’ Those were the last words that he
spoke at the very moment that a Confed-
erate sharp shooter took his life.
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I am told that in your time here, you grew

accustomed to looking beyond the next para-
pet, to anticipate where you wanted to take
this corps. You convinced your leaders to
give you unprecedented authority in the day-
to-day running of the corps. That kind of in-
novation and initiative are the keys to an-
ticipating the unlikely and preparing for the
unfamiliar, to being prepared to overcome
the surprises that are almost inevitably
going to come.

Perhaps the simplest message about sur-
prise is this one: Surprise is good when the
other guy can’t deal with it. Let us try never
to be that other guy.

Tomorrow, you, the Class of 2001 will be-
come leaders in transforming the Army.
General Shinseki has called on each soldier
to embrace change, to make the Army of the
future lighter and faster. It’s a big under-
taking, one that will not happen overnight.
Fundamental change like that is like turn-
ing a supertanker—it can’t be done on a
dime. To redirect a massive vessel takes
planning, patience, and time. But it will
build an Army that is able to deal with the
unfamiliar and the unexpected.

A century ago, on a peaceful day in 1903,
with great foresight, Secretary of war Elihu
Root told Douglas MacArthur’s graduating
class, ‘‘Before you leave the Army . . . you
will be engaged in another war. It is bound
to come, and will come. Prepare your coun-
try.’’

One day, you too will be tested in combat.
And if your fail that test, the nation will
fail, too.

We are counting on you, all of you. You
must prepare yourselves—with the day-to-
day choices that you make. And nothing is
more important than that other word I’d
like you to think about today: courage.

Today, America’s lieutenants demonstrate
physical courage as they lead combat patrols
in Korea on the Demilitarized Zone. In Ku-
wait, solders stand ready to fight on a mo-
ment’s notice. In Kosovo, young lieutenants
have been leading patrols to keep warring
ethnic groups in check, always at most one
breath away from combat. And in Bosnia,
since 1995, the courage of American soldiers
has brought an end to a terrible war. Every
day, our young soldiers face situations that
require tact and diplomacy, but also tough-
ness, discipline and courage.

Courage comes in many forms. Sometimes
even more demanding than the physical
courage to face danger is the moral courage
to do what’s right: doing your job the way
it’s supposed to be done, even if others advo-

cate the easy way; choosing the harder right
over the easier wrong, even if you have to
take a hit for speaking up for what you
think is true.

Moral courage means taking responsibility
for the decisions you make, not shifting
blame to others if something goes wrong. It’s
standing alone—when your only company is
the knowledge that you did your best; your
only comfort that you answered MacArthur’s
higher call.

On the eve of the great invasion at Nor-
mandy, having made the final fateful deci-
sion to go ahead in the face of great risk and
uncertainty and warnings of bad weather,
knowing full well that failure was a real and
terrible possibility, General Dwight Eisen-
hower penciled a short message that he
tucked away in his wallet . . . a few words
that he planned to read if the invasion failed.

‘‘My decision to attack at this time,’’ he
wrote, ‘‘was based upon the best information
available,’’ he wrote. ‘‘The troops, the air-
men and the Navy did all that bravery and
devotion to duty could do. If any blame or
fault attaches to the attempt it is mine
alone.’’

Ike was a great hero, a man of great moral
courage with the willingness to shoulder re-
sponsibility that is the mark of a great lead-
er.

The Long Gray line has never lacked for
courageous leaders. General Barry McCaf-
frey, class of ’64, and General Ric Shinseki,
class of ’65, both proved their courage in
combat in Vietnam, where they suffered hor-
rendous wounds.

It took great moral courage to come back
from that experience and decide to stay in an
Army that had been shattered by Vietnam.
But, by that choice, and the choice of so
many like them, were able to rebuild that
Army into what it is today: an Army with-
out equal.

Courage comes in all ranks—all shapes and
stripes. Look to your left—look down the
line to your right—you may well be seeing a
hero; you may be looking at another Rocky
Versace.

After graduating from West Point in 1959,
Rocky grew bored with stateside duty and
volunteered for Vietnam where he served
with enthusiasm and distinction. In October
of 1963, just weeks shy of completing his sec-
ond tour, he was captured by the Viet Cong.

When Rocky was tortured and left for dead
in a three-by-six-foot cage—he sang ‘‘God
Bless America.’’ When he was dragged from
village to village with a rope around his
neck, he cursed his captors in English and

French and Vietnamese. His will could not
be broken.

A fellow captive recalled that for Rocky,
‘‘as a West Point grad, it was duty, honor,
country. There was no other way. He was
brutally murdered because of it. He valued
that one moment of honor more than he
would have a lifetime of compromises.’’

Rocky Versace exemplified honor and
courage. Forty years after his death, his life,
his determination, his patriotism, and his
courage call out for recognition. If Congress
agrees, we will answer that call and rec-
ommend to President Bush that Captain
Rocky Versace, class of 1959, be awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

Like Rocky, like Generals McCaffrey and
Shinseki, you that know your profession is
about leadership. To lead soldiers, you must
first become one—in body, mind and spirit.

You must know your job, set the example,
lead from the front. Most of all you must be
a model of moral courage and integrity for
your soldiers, the way your role models at
West Point were for you.

Yours will not be a life of personal gain,
but it is noble work. You will man the walls
behind which democracy and freedom flour-
ish. Your presence will reassure our allies
and deter the enemies of freedom around the
world. Be prepared to be surprised. Have
courage. And remember what General Eisen-
hower said to those American and Allied
troops before they were about to land on the
beaches of Normandy. ‘‘You are about to em-
bark on a great crusade,’’ he told them. ‘‘The
eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes
and prayers of liberty loving people every-
where march with you.’’

Today, as you, the Class of 2001, go forth on
your own crusade, our hopes and prayers go
with you. Thank you, God bless the Class of
’01, and God bless America.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2001

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos.
148 and 149, I was unavoidably detained, as
I was the keynote speaker at my daughter’s
graduation. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘Nay’’ on both votes.
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