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‘‘(b) TIME LIMITATION.—(1) In the case of in-

formation or evidence that the claimant is
notified under subsection (a) is to be pro-
vided by the claimant, if such information or
evidence is not received by the Secretary
within one year from the date of such notifi-
cation, no benefit may be paid or furnished
by reason of the claimant’s application.

‘‘(2) This subsection shall not apply to any
application or claim for Government life in-
surance benefits.
‘‘§ 5103A. Duty to assist claimants

‘‘(a) DUTY TO ASSIST.—(1) The Secretary
shall make reasonable efforts to assist a
claimant in obtaining evidence necessary to
substantiate the claimant’s claim for a ben-
efit under a law administered by the Sec-
retary.

‘‘(2) The Secretary is not required to pro-
vide assistance to a claimant under this sec-
tion if no reasonable possibility exists that
such assistance would aid in substantiating
the claim.

‘‘(3) The Secretary may defer providing as-
sistance under this section pending the sub-
mission by the claimant of essential infor-
mation missing from the claimant’s applica-
tion.

‘‘(b) ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING RECORDS.—
(1) As part of the assistance provided under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall make rea-
sonable efforts to obtain relevant records
(including private records) that the claimant
adequately identifies to the Secretary and
authorizes the Secretary to obtain.

‘‘(2) Whenever the Secretary, after making
such reasonable efforts, is unable to obtain
all of the relevant records sought, the Sec-
retary shall notify the claimant that the
Secretary is unable to obtain records with
respect to the claim. Such a notification
shall—

‘‘(A) identify the records the Secretary is
unable to obtain;

‘‘(B) briefly explain the efforts that the
Secretary made to obtain those records; and

‘‘(C) describe any further action to be
taken by the Secretary with respect to the
claim.

‘‘(3) Whenever the Secretary attempts to
obtain records from a Federal department or
agency under this subsection or subsection
(c), the efforts to obtain those records shall
continue until the records are obtained un-
less it is reasonably certain that such
records do not exist or that further efforts to
obtain those records would be futile.

‘‘(c) OBTAINING RECORDS FOR COMPENSATION
CLAIMS.—In the case of a claim for disability
compensation, the assistance provided by the
Secretary under subsection (b) shall include
obtaining the following records if relevant to
the claim:

‘‘(1) The claimant’s service medical records
and, if the claimant has furnished the Sec-
retary information sufficient to locate such
records, other relevant records pertaining to
the claimant’s active military, naval, or air
service that are held or maintained by a gov-
ernmental entity.

‘‘(2) Records of relevant medical treatment
or examination of the claimant at Depart-
ment health-care facilities or at the expense
of the Department, if the claimant furnishes
information sufficient to locate those
records.

‘‘(3) Any other relevant records held by
any Federal department or agency that the
claimant adequately identifies and author-
izes the Secretary to obtain.

‘‘(d) MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR COM-
PENSATION CLAIMS.—(1) In the case of a claim
for disability compensation, the assistance
provided by the Secretary under subsection
(a) shall include providing a medical exam-
ination or obtaining a medical opinion when
such an examination or opinion is necessary
to make a decision on the claim.

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall treat an examina-
tion or opinion as being necessary to make a
decision on a claim for purposes of paragraph
(1) if the evidence of record before the Sec-
retary, taking into consideration all infor-
mation and lay or medical evidence (includ-
ing statements of the claimant)—

‘‘(A) contains competent evidence that the
claimant has a current disability, or per-
sistent or recurrent symptoms of disability;
and

‘‘(B) indicates that the disability or symp-
toms may be associated with the claimant’s
active military, naval, or air service; but

‘‘(C) does not contain sufficient medical
evidence for the Secretary to make a deci-
sion on the claim.

‘‘(e) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
prescribe regulations to carry out this sec-
tion.

‘‘(f) RULE WITH RESPECT TO DISALLOWED
CLAIMS.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to require the Secretary to reopen
a claim that has been disallowed except
when new and material evidence is presented
or secured, as described in section 5108 of
this title.

‘‘(g) OTHER ASSISTANCE NOT PRECLUDED.—
Nothing in this section shall be construed as
precluding the Secretary from providing
such other assistance under subsection (a) to
a claimant in substantiating a claim as the
Secretary considers appropriate.’’.

(b) REENACTMENT OF RULE FOR CLAIMANT’S
LACKING A MAILING ADDRESS.—Chapter 51 of
such title is further amended by adding at
the end the following new section:
‘‘§ 5126. Benefits not to be denied based on

lack of mailing address
‘‘Benefits under laws administered by the

Secretary may not be denied a claimant on
the basis that the claimant does not have a
mailing address.’’.
SEC. 4. DECISION ON CLAIM.

Section 5107 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended to read as follows:
‘‘§ 5107. Claimant responsibility; benefit of the

doubt
‘‘(a) CLAIMANT RESPONSIBILITY.—Except as

otherwise provided by law, a claimant has
the responsibility to present and support a
claim for benefits under laws administered
by the Secretary.

‘‘(b) BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT.—The Sec-
retary shall consider all information and lay
and medical evidence of record in a case be-
fore the Secretary with respect to benefits
under laws administered by the Secretary.
When there is an approximate balance of
positive and negative evidence regarding any
issue material to the determination of a
matter, the Secretary shall give the benefit
of the doubt to the claimant.’’.
SEC. 5. PROHIBITION OF CHARGES FOR RECORDS

FURNISHED BY OTHER FEDERAL DE-
PARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.

Section 5106 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new sentence: ‘‘The cost of providing
information to the Secretary under this sec-
tion shall be borne by the department or
agency providing the information.’’.
SEC. 6. CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.

The table of sections at the beginning of
chapter 51 of title 38, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by inserting before the item relating to
section 5101 the following new item:
‘‘5100. Definition of ‘claimant’.’’;

(2) by striking the items relating to sec-
tions 5102 and 5103 and inserting the fol-
lowing:
‘‘5102. Application forms furnished upon re-

quest; notice to claimants of in-
complete applications.

‘‘5103. Notice to claimants of required infor-
mation and evidence.

‘‘5103A. Duty to assist claimants.’’;

(3) by striking the item relating to section
5107 and inserting the following:

‘‘5107. Claimant responsibility; benefit of the
doubt.’’;

and
(4) by adding at the end the following new

item:

‘‘5126. Benefits not to be denied based on
lack of mailing address.’’.

SEC. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as specifically

provided otherwise, the provisions of section
5107 of title 38, United States Code, as
amended by section 4 of this Act, apply to
any claim—

(1) filed on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act; or

(2) filed before the date of the enactment of
this Act and not final as of that date.

(b) RULE FOR CLAIMS THE DENIAL OF WHICH
BECAME FINAL AFTER THE COURT OF APPEALS
FOR VETERANS CLAIMS DECISION IN THE MOR-
TON CASE.—(1) In the case of a claim for ben-
efits denied or dismissed as described in
paragraph (2), the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall, upon the request of the claimant
or on the Secretary’s own motion, order the
claim readjudicated under chapter 51 of such
title, as amended by this Act, as if the denial
or dismissal had not been made.

(2) A denial or dismissal described in this
paragraph is a denial or dismissal of a claim
for a benefit under the laws administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs that—

(A) became final during the period begin-
ning on July 14, 1999, and ending on the date
of the enactment of this Act; and

(B) was issued by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs or a court because the claim
was not well grounded (as that term was
used in section 5107(a) of title 38, United
States Code, as in effect during that period).

(3) A claim may not be readjudicated under
this subsection unless a request for readjudi-
cation is filed by the claimant, or a motion
is made by the Secretary, not later than two
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(4) In the absence of a timely request of a
claimant under paragraph (3), nothing in this
Act shall be construed as establishing a duty
on the part of the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to locate and readjudicate a claim de-
scribed in this subsection.

f

NOTICE OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I wish to
announce that the Committee on Small
Business will hold a hearing entitled
‘‘The U.S. Forest Service: Taking a
Chain Saw to Small Business.’’ The
hearing will be held on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 4, 2000 9:30 a.m. in 428A Russell
Senate Office Building.

The hearing will be broadcast live
over the Internet from our homepage
address: http://www.senate.gov/sbc

For further information, please con-
tact Mark Warren at 224–5175.

f

KENAI MOUNTAINS-TURNAGAIN
ARM NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA
ACT OF 2000

On September 22, 2000, the Senate
amended and passed S. 2511, as follows:

S. 2511

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kenai Moun-
tains-Turnagain Arm National Heritage Area
Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—
(1) the Kenai Mountains-Turnagain Arm

transportation corridor is a major gateway
to Alaska and includes a range of transpor-
tation routes used first by indigenous people
who were followed by pioneers who settled
the Nation’s last frontier;

(2) the natural history and scenic splendor
of the region are equally outstanding; vistas
of nature’s power include evidence of earth-
quake subsidence, recent avalanches, re-
treating glaciers, and tidal action along
Turnagain Arm, which has the world’s sec-
ond greatest tidal range;

(3) the cultural landscape formed by indig-
enous people and then by settlement, trans-
portation, and modern resource development
in this rugged and often treacherous natural
setting stands as powerful testimony to the
human fortitude, perseverance, and resource-
fulness that is America’s proudest heritage
from the people who settled the frontier;

(4) there is a national interest in recog-
nizing, preserving, promoting, and inter-
preting these resources;

(5) the Kenai Mountains-Turnagain Arm
region is geographically and culturally cohe-
sive because it is defined by a corridor of his-
torical routes—trail, water, railroad, and
roadways through a distinct landscape of
mountains, lakes, and fjords;

(6) national significance of separate ele-
ments of the region include, but are not lim-
ited to, the Iditarod National Historic Trail,
the Seward Highway National Scenic Byway,
and the Alaska Railroad National Scenic
Railroad;

(7) national heritage area designation pro-
vides for the interpretation of these routes,
as well as the national historic districts and
numerous historic routes in the region as
part of the whole picture of human history
in the wider transportation corridor includ-
ing early Native trade routes, connections by
waterway, mining trail, and other routes;

(8) national heritage area designation also
provides communities within the region with
the motivation and means for ‘‘grassroots’’
regional coordination and partnerships with
each other and with borough, State, and Fed-
eral agencies; and

(9) national heritage area designation is
supported by the Kenai Peninsula Historical
Association, the Seward Historical Commis-
sion, the Seward City Council, the Hope and
Sunrise Historical Society, the Hope Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Alaska Association for
Historic Preservation, the Cooper Landing
Community Club, the Alaska Wilderness
Recreation and Tourism Association, An-
chorage Historic Properties, the Anchorage
Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Cook
Inlet Historical Society, the Moose Pass
Sportsman’s Club, the Alaska Historical
Commission, the Gridwood Board of Super-
visors, the Kenai River Special Management
Area Advisory Board, the Bird/Indian Com-
munity Council, the Kenai Peninsula Bor-
ough Trails Commission, the Alaska Division
of Parks and Recreation, the Kenai Penin-
sula Borough, the Kenai Peninsula Tourism
Marketing Council, and the Anchorage Mu-
nicipal Assembly.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

(1) to recognize, preserve, and interpret the
historic and modern resource development
and cultural landscapes of the Kenai Moun-
tains-Turnagain Arm historic transportation
corridor, and to promote and facilitate the
public enjoyment of these resources; and

(2) to foster, through financial and tech-
nical assistance, the development of coopera-

tive planning and partnerships among the
communities and borough, State, and Fed-
eral Government entities.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) HERITAGE AREA.—The term ‘‘Heritage

Area’’ means the Kenai Mountains-
Turnagain Arm National Heritage Area es-
tablished by section 4(a) of this Act.

(2) MANAGEMENT ENTITY.—The term ‘‘man-
agement entity’’ means the 11-member Board
of Directors of the Kenai Mountains-
Turnagain Arm National Heritage Corridor
Communities Association.

(3) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The term ‘‘man-
agement plan’’ means the management plan
for the Heritage Area.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.
SEC. 4. KENAI MOUNTAINS-TURNAGAIN ARM NA-

TIONAL HERITAGE AREA.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established

the Kenai Mountains-Turnagain Arm Na-
tional Heritage Area.

(b) BOUNDARIES.—The Heritage Area shall
comprise the lands in the Kenai Mountains
and upper Turnagain Arm region generally
depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Kenai Penin-
sula/Turnagain Arm National Heritage Cor-
ridor’’, numbered ‘‘Map #KMTA–1’’, and
dated ‘‘August 1999’’. The map shall be on
file and available for public inspection in the
offices of the Alaska Regional Office of the
National Park Service and in the offices of
the Alaska State Heritage Preservation Offi-
cer.
SEC. 5. MANAGEMENT ENTITY.

(a) The Secretary shall enter into a cooper-
ative agreement with the management enti-
ty to carry out the purposes of this Act. The
cooperative agreement shall include infor-
mation relating to the objectives and man-
agement of the Heritage Area, including the
following:

(1) A discussion of the goals and objectives
of the Heritage Area.

(2) An explanation of the proposed ap-
proach to conservation and interpretation of
the Heritage Area.

(3) A general outline of the protection
measures, to which the management entity
commits.

(b) Nothing in this Act authorizes the man-
agement entity to assume any management
authorities or responsibilities on Federal
lands.

(c) Representatives of other organizations
shall be invited and encouraged to partici-
pate with the management entity and in the
development and implementation of the
management plan, including but not limited
to: The State Division of Parks and Outdoor
Recreation; the State Division of Mining,
Land and Water; the Forest Service; the
State Historic Preservation Office; the Kenai
Peninsula Borough; the Municipality of An-
chorage; the Alaska Railroad; the Alaska De-
partment of Transportation; and the Na-
tional Park Service.

(d) Representation of ex officio members in
the nonprofit corporation shall be estab-
lished under the bylaws of the management
entity.
SEC. 6. AUTHORITIES AND DUTIES OF MANAGE-

MENT ENTITY.
(a) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years

after the Secretary enters into a cooperative
agreement with the management entity, the
management entity shall develop a manage-
ment plan for the Heritage Area, taking into
consideration existing Federal, State, bor-
ough, and local plans.

(2) CONTENTS.—The management plan shall
include, but not be limited to—

(A) comprehensive recommendations for
conservation, funding, management, and de-
velopment of the Heritage Area;

(B) a description of agreements on actions
to be carried out by Government and private
organizations to protect the resources of the
Heritage Area;

(C) a list of specific and potential sources
of funding to protect, manage, and develop
the Heritage Area;

(D) an inventory of resources contained in
the Heritage Area; and

(E) a description of the role and participa-
tion of other Federal, State and local agen-
cies that have jurisdiction on lands within
the Heritage Area.

(b) PRIORITIES.—The management entity
shall give priority to the implementation of
actions, goals, and policies set forth in the
cooperative agreement with the Secretary
and the heritage plan, including assisting
communities within the region in—

(1) carrying out programs which recognize
important resource values in the Heritage
Area;

(2) encouraging economic viability in the
affected communities;

(3) establishing and maintaining interpre-
tive exhibits in the Heritage Area;

(4) improving and interpreting heritage
trails;

(5) increasing public awareness and appre-
ciation for the natural, historical, and cul-
tural resources and modern resource develop-
ment of the Heritage Area;

(6) restoring historic buildings and struc-
tures that are located within the boundaries
of the Heritage Area; and

(7) ensuring that clear, consistent, and ap-
propriate signs identifying public access
points and sites of interest are placed
throughout the Heritage Area.

(c) PUBLIC MEETINGS.—The management
entity shall conduct 2 or more public meet-
ings each year regarding the initiation and
implementation of the management plan for
the Heritage Area. The management entity
shall place a notice of each such meeting in
a newspaper of general circulation in the
Heritage Area and shall make the minutes of
the meeting available to the public.
SEC. 7. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.

(a) The Secretary, in consultation with the
Governor of Alaska, or his designee, is au-
thorized to enter into a cooperative agree-
ment with the management entity. The co-
operative agreement shall be prepared with
public participation.

(b) In accordance with the terms and con-
ditions of the cooperative agreement and
upon the request of the management entity,
and subject to the availability of funds, the
Secretary may provide administrative, tech-
nical, financial, design, development, and op-
erations assistance to carry out the purposes
of this Act.
SEC. 8. SAVINGS PROVISIONS.

(a) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to grant powers
of zoning or management of land use to the
management entity of the Heritage Area.

(b) EFFECT ON AUTHORITY OF GOVERN-
MENTS.—Nothing in this Act shall be con-
strued to modify, enlarge, or diminish any
authority of the Federal, State, or local gov-
ernments to manage or regulate any use of
land as provided for by law or regulation.

(c) EFFECT ON BUSINESS.—Nothing in this
Act shall be construed to obstruct or limit
business activity on private development or
resource development activities.
SEC. 9. PROHIBITION ON THE ACQUISITION OF

REAL PROPERTY.
The management entity may not use funds

appropriated to carry out the purposes of
this Act to acquire real property or interest
in real property.
SEC. 10. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) FIRST YEAR.—For the first year $350,000
is authorized to be appropriated to carry out
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the purposes of this Act, and is made avail-
able upon the Secretary and the manage-
ment entity completing a cooperative agree-
ment.

(b) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated not more than $1,000,000 to
carry out the purposes of this Act for any fis-
cal year after the first year. Not more than
$10,000,000, in the aggregate, may be appro-
priated for the Heritage Area.

(c) MATCHING FUNDS.—Federal funding pro-
vided under this Act shall be matched at
least 25 percent by other funds or in-kind
services.

(d) SUNSET PROVISION.—The Secretary may
not make any grant or provide any assist-
ance under this Act beyond 15 years from the
date that the Secretary and management en-
tity complete a cooperative agreement.

f

NATIONAL VETERANS AWARENESS
WEEK

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of S. Res. 304, which was re-
ported by the Judiciary Committee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. FITZ-
GERALD). The clerk will report the reso-
lution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 304) expressing the

sense of the Senate regarding the develop-
ment of educational programs on veterans’
contributions to the country and the des-
ignation of the week that includes Veterans
Day as ‘‘National Veterans Awareness
Week’’ for the presentation of such edu-
cational programs.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed,
the amendment to the title be agreed,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and any statement relating
to this resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 304) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,

reads as follows:
S. RES. 304

Whereas tens of millions of Americans
have served in the Armed Forces of the
United States during the past century;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans have given their lives while serving in
the Armed Forces during the past century;

Whereas the contributions and sacrifices of
the men and women who served in the Armed
Forces have been vital in maintaining our
freedoms and way of life;

Whereas the advent of the all-volunteer
Armed Forces has resulted in a sharp decline
in the number of individuals and families
who have had any personal connection with
the Armed Forces;

Whereas this reduction in familiarity with
the Armed Forces has resulted in a marked
decrease in the awareness by young people of
the nature and importance of the accom-
plishments of those who have served in our
Armed Forces, despite the current edu-
cational efforts of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the veterans service orga-
nizations; and

Whereas our system of civilian control of
the Armed Forces makes it essential that

the country’s future leaders understand the
history of military action and the contribu-
tions and sacrifices of those who conduct
such actions: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the Secretary of Education should work
with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the
Veterans Day National Committee, and the
veterans service organizations to encourage,
prepare, and disseminate educational mate-
rials and activities for elementary and sec-
ondary school students aimed at increasing
awareness of the contributions of veterans to
the prosperity and freedoms enjoyed by
United States citizens;

(2) the week that includes Veterans Day be
designated as ‘‘National Veterans Awareness
Week’’ for the purpose of presenting such
materials and activities; and

(3) the President should issue a proclama-
tion calling on the people of the United
States to observe such week with appro-
priate educational activities.

The title was amended so as to read:
Resolution Expressing the sense of the

Senate regarding the development of edu-
cational programs on veterans’ contributions
to the country and the designation of the
week of November 5, 2000, as ‘‘National Vet-
erans Awareness Week’’ for the presentation
of such educational programs.

f

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 26, 2000

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it re-
cess until the hour of 9:30 in the morn-
ing on Tuesday, September 26. I further
ask unanimous consent that on Tues-
day, immediately following the prayer,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate then begin consider-
ation of the H–1B visa bill as under the
previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROBERTS. Further, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate stand in
recess from the hours of 12:30 p.m. to
2:15 p.m. for the weekly policy con-
ferences to meet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the scheduled
cloture vote occur at 10:15 on Tuesday
morning with the time prior to the
vote divided as ordered previously.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROBERTS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that second-degree amendments
may be filed at the desk up to 10:15 in
the morning under the terms of rule
XXII.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

PROGRAM

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, for the
information of all Senators, the Senate
will begin 45 minutes of debate on the
H–1B visa bill at 9:30 tomorrow morn-
ing. Following that debate, at 10:15

a.m., the Senate will proceed to a clo-
ture vote on the pending amendment to
the H–1B legislation. If cloture is in-
voked, the Senate will continue debate
on the amendment. If cloture is not in-
voked, the Senate is expected to re-
sume debate on the motion to proceed
to S. 2557, the National Energy Secu-
rity Act of 2000.

Also this week, the Senate is ex-
pected to take up any appropriations
conference reports available for action.

Mr. SESSIONS addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama.
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business for approximately 10 to 15
minutes.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I yield
the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Alabama is recog-
nized for 10 to 15 minutes.

f

ENERGY PRICES

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, we are
now dealing with a very important
issue to the future of our country; and
that is the price of energy; oil and gas,
gasoline, and home heating fuel prices.
They have been going up at a dramatic
rate.

This is not a surprise. This is an
event predicted and warned about by
Members of this Congress for years, in-
cluding Senator MURKOWSKI, who
chairs the Energy Committee. I have
talked about it for the last 3 or 4 years
that I have been in this Senate.

This is what the issue is about. By al-
lowing our domestic energy production
to decline steadily, we have less and
less ability to control prices in the
world market, and, in fact, we become
more and more vulnerable to price in-
creases and production reductions by
the OPEC oil cartel—that group of na-
tions centered in the Middle East that
get together to fix prices by manipu-
lating production levels.

We now find ourselves in a very seri-
ous predicament. It is not a predica-
ment that a simple release of a little
oil from the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve is going to help. It threatens our
economy in the long term.

Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the
U.N., just wrote an editorial that I saw
over the weekend. He has predicted
that the poorer nations, the developing
nations, will be hurt more by rising en-
ergy prices than the wealthy nations,
but he does not dispute that wealthy
nations will also be damaged.

This increase in fuel costs amounts
to a tax on the American people. It
comes right out of their pocket every
time they go to the gas station.

Now we have this ‘‘bold’’ plan of the
Gore-Clinton administration to release
30 million barrels of oil from the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve. This is sup-
posed to be a solution to this problem,
it is supposed to really help. But what
this recent action really amounts to, is
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