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THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, September 13, 2000, the Federal
debt stood at $5,685,088,778,465.03 (five
trillion, six hundred eighty-five billion,
eighty-eight million, seven hundred
seventy-eight thousand, four hundred
sixty-five dollars and three cents).

One year ago, September 13, 1999, the
Federal debt stood at $5,654,838,000,000
(five trillion, six hundred fifty-four bil-
lion, eight hundred thirty-eight mil-

lion).

Five years ago, September 13, 1995,
the Federal debt stood at
$4,967,411,000,000 (four trillion, nine

hundred sixty-seven billion, four hun-
dred eleven million).

Ten years ago, September 13, 1990,
the Federal debt stood at
$3,234,805,000,000 (three trillion, two
hundred thirty-four billion, eight hun-
dred five million).

Fifteen years ago, September 13, 1985,
the Federal debt stood at
$1,823,101,000,000 (one trillion, eight
hundred twenty-three billion, one hun-
dred one million) which reflects a debt
increase of almost $4 trillion—
$3,861,987,778,465.03 (three trillion, eight
hundred sixty-one billion, nine hundred
eighty-seven million, seven hundred
seventy-eight thousand, four hundred
sixty-five dollars and three cents) dur-
ing the past 15 years.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

POW-MIA DAY

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay my respects and to ac-
knowledge our prisoners of war (POW)
and those still missing in action (MIA).

In the year 2000, fewer and fewer
Americans understand the meaning of
POW/MIA Day, Memorial Day, or Vet-
erans Day. I feel it is important that I
and my fellow veterans help our Nation
understand that freedom is not free. It
is paid for by the service and sacrifices
of those who served our country.

The United States of America has
been honored and blessed with the serv-
ice and sacrifice of our men and women
in uniform. Our Nation has been Kkept
strong and safe by these great Ameri-
cans and for this we owe a debt we can
never fully repay. Nobody knows this
more than the friends and families of
those souls who became prisoners of
war or are still listed as missing in ac-
tion. Their anguish and pain is un-
imaginable. I believe it is important to
acknowledge those friends and family
members on this day as well.

On September 15, 2000, we acknowl-
edge with upmost respect and gratitude
those who have given their freedom to
preserve ours. Those who have been
prisoners of war have demonstrated
steadfastly the beliefs of duty, honor,
and country. They never gave up on
these beliefs and the United States
must never give up on them. We must
take care of those who have taken care
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of us and this includes making every
effort to account for those patriots who
are missing in action. Our Nation must
bring them home to their loved ones.

To those who paid the ultimate sac-
rifice by giving their lives for our coun-
try, we must always be thankful. We
must never take for granted the free-
doms we have due to the men and
women who have faithfully served our
country in times of war and peace.

May God bless all these American he-
roes and their families on this and ev-
eryday.e

——
TEENS FAVOR SENSIBLE GUN
LAWS
e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, a new

study conducted by researchers at
Hamilton College reveals that students
across the country are strongly in
favor of sensible gun laws. According
to the report, approximately ninety
percent of high school students sur-
veyed support proposals such as the
registration of handguns and licensing
of handgun owners, criminal back-
ground checks for prospective gun pur-
chasers, and five-day ‘‘cooling off peri-
ods.” In addition, eighty to ninety per-
cent of the teens surveyed in the poll
support laws that would require all
guns to be sold with trigger locks, re-
quire all gun buyers to pass a safety
course, and hold adults criminally re-
sponsible for keeping a loaded firearm
where it could be reasonably accessed
by a child and that child harms himself
or others.

Here are some of the other findings
from the report: ‘“‘High school students
back handgun regulation at higher lev-
els than respondents in recent adult
surveys; High school students believe
that the Constitution protects the
right of citizens to own guns. But they
reject the idea that government regula-
tion of the sale and use of handguns
violates this right; Almost half of high
school students say it would be easy
for a teenager to obtain a handgun in
their neighborhood. A third report that
they know of someone at their school
who has been threatened with a gun or
shot at.”

The Hamilton College researchers
were the first to nationally survey high
school students about their feelings to-
ward gun issues. I am not surprised
that the results show overwhelming
support for the gun safety proposals
that many of us in Congress have been
trying to enact into law. Students are
well-versed on the dangers of guns in
their homes and schools. In this sur-
vey, more than twenty-five percent of
students reported that they or someone
close to them has been ‘‘shot by a
gun.”

Mr. President, with just a few weeks
remaining until the Senate’s target ad-
journment date, it’s long past time to
act. Let’s listen to our young people
and enact the sensible gun laws they
want and need to keep American
schools safer from gun violence.®
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TRIBUTE TO DR. MILO FRITZ

e Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, Alaska
lost one of its true pioneers when Dr.
Milo Fritz died at his home in Anchor
Point at the age of 91.

One of America’s pre-eminent eye,
ear, nose, and throat surgeons, Milo
treated patients throughout Alaska.
Dr. Fritz came to Alaska 60 years ago.
With his wife Betsy, a nurse by his
side, he began a practice that took him
into almost every remote community
of our State—to areas where there were
no doctors, no clinics, no health care
facilities of any kind.

The area he served covered almost a
quarter of our State’s 586,000 square
miles, from Anchorage northeast to the
Canadian border near Fort Yukon, west
to Bettles and Huslia, south to Anvik
and Shageluk, and east again over the
Chugach Mountains to Anchorage.

Dozens of villages in that vast ex-
panse would never have seen a doctor if
Milo Fritz had not traveled by dog sled
or small boat, or piloted his own sin-
gle-engine airplane, because in that re-
gion there were no health-care facili-
ties.

A command surgeon for the 11th Air
force in World War II, Milo spent much
of his service time in Alaska. After the
war, and a brief sojourn in New York,
he and Betsy returned to Alaska at the
request of our then-territory’s commis-
sioner of health to investigate prob-
lems of blindness and deafness among
children in Alaska Native commu-
nities.

Sterilizing his surgical instruments
in boiling water heated on a portable
stove he carried with him, Dr. Fritz
performed tonsillectomies and some-
times, in the absence of a dentist, even
had to extract infected teeth.

He specialized in treating otitis-
media, a terrible and common disease
among Alaskan rural children.

He wrote this brief account of one of
his typical visits, this one in the vil-
lage of Allakaket, which rests on the
Arctic Circle in the foothills of the
Brooks Range:

In Allakaket, we operated in a log commu-
nity hall and slept in the schoolteacher’s
quarters. In this village we did 22 T and A’s
(combined removal of tonsils and adenoids),
five tonsillectomies, extracted a few teeth,
and prescribed two pairs of glasses.

We took one night off and in my airplane
went into the wilderness into a heavenly
spot called Selby Lake, where we fished for
grayling and lake trout amid majestic sur-
roundings that were as simple and beautiful
and unspoiled as they must have been on the
seventh day (a reference to the biblical ac-
count of creation).

After our territory of Alaska became
the 49th State, Dr. Fritz took advan-
tage of an opportunity to bring the
health problems he encountered to the
attention of State government, and ran
successfully for the Alaska State legis-
lature. in the 1960s and early in the
1970s he represented Anchorage in our
State house. In 1982 he represented the
Kenai Peninsula. I had the privilege to
serve with him from 1966 to 1968.

Just as he was a perfectionist in the
practice of medicine, Dr. Fritz was a
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stickler for fair and thorough legisla-
tive practices. I remember Milo came
to the Alaska House of Representatives
at 5:30 a.m.—so he could read and ana-
lyze each bill before the regular session
started. Milo had a commitment to the
processes of democracy that few people
share or understand.

At the time of his death, a family
member said:

He was a skilled practitioner of the healing
arts; a patron of the arts; humanitarian;
solon; diligent inquirer into the mysteries of
jurisprudence and its philosophy; a student
of the legislative process; stern foe or hypoc-
risy and deceit; physician in the true tradi-
tion of Hippocrates and Saint Luke; and
friend. Milo would want people to know that
he tried.

Mr. President, Milo Fritz’s contribu-
tions to Alaska and Alaskans over al-
most three generations are far more
than those of a man who just ‘“‘tried.”
He left a legacy of caring and hard
work and love of people and of his pro-
fession that will be hard to match.

He gave his all, over and over again,
whether in a distant village or in his
office in Anchorage, and Juneau and
Anchor Point. I was not only fortunate
to serve with him in our legislature, 1
was also one of his patients. so I know
first had of the excellence with which
he accomplished whatever task was be-
fore him.

Flags in Alaska flew at half staff last
week to honor the memory of Dr. Milo
Fritz, a great Alaska physician, legis-
lator, and pioneer. A great man.

To Betsy, his wife of 63 years, and his
son Jonathan, we extend our deepest
sympathy. I, too, Mr. President, have
lost a friend.

Mr. President, I ask that the articles
about Dr. Fritz’s life and death which
appeared in the Kenai Peninsula Clar-
ion, and the Anchorage Daily News on
September 8th and 9th respectively,
and editor Bill Tobin’s tribute in the
““voice of the times” column on Sep-
tember 10th, be printed in the RECORD.

The material follows:

[From the Anchorage Daily News, Sept. 8,

2000]
DOCTOR, 91, A PIONEER
FRITZ WORKED WITH DEAF, BLIND IN ALASKA’S
BUSH
(By Jon Little)

SOLDOTNA.—Milo Fritz, a former state
legislator and pioneering physician who
dedicated much of his life to healing deaf
and blind children in the Alaska Bush, died
Aug. 31 at his home in Anchor Point. He was
91.

Gracious, direct and with a razor wit, Fritz
was an institution on the Southern Kenai
Peninsula.

He was an eye, ear and throat specialist
who treated thousands of Alaskans over the
years, among them Sen. Ted Stevens, friends
and family say. He briefly set up practices on
Park Avenue in New York, said Elizabeth
Fritz, has wife of 63 years.

But Fritz’s career path took a more mean-
ing route, following his heart to villages
across Alaska.

“So many of the Native children were
going blind and deaf for lack of medical
care,”’ she said.

Gov. Tony Knowles ordered state flags low-
ered through the end of the workday today
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in Fritz’s memory. The governor’s office re-
counted Fritz’s career in detail:

He was born in Pittsfield, Mass., on Aug. 5,
1909, and came to Alaska in 1940 to set up a
practice in Ketchikan. He was soon drawn
away by World War II, serving in the Army
Air Corps beginning in 1941.

When asked where he wanted to serve,
Fritz replied Alaska and was sent back to
the state where he’d already set up a prac-
tice. He went across the state, helping sol-
diers. He rose to the rank of command sur-
geon for the 11th Air force.

According to the governor’s office, Fritz
won commendations for rescuing a pilot
from a plane crash on Mount Redoubt and
another pilot from a burning plane at Elmen-
dorf Air Base.

After the war; Fritz went to New York, but
in 1947 he was called back by the then Alaska
commissioner of health to investigate blind-
ness among Alaska Native children.

Fritz was elected to the Legislature in 1966
and again in 1972 to represent Anchorage in
the state House. After moving to Anchor
Point, he was elected to a third term in 1982.

Janet Helen Gamble, has long-time recep-
tionist, described Fritz as a missionary.
‘“Sometimes he got paid, sometimes he
didn’t, because he really was not interested
in money. He was interested in people’s
health, how he could make people see bet-
ter.”

Fritz and his wife retired to the house they
bought in 1949, where the scenery hasn’t
changed much over the decades. ‘“We see
nothing man-made from our windows in the
summer unless a ship goes by,” Elizabeth
Fritz said. ‘It was the perfect place to end
our lives and do things we’d put aside all
these years.”

He is remembered by his family as, ‘‘a
skilled practitioner of the healing arts’ as
well as a humanitarian and a ‘‘diligent in-
quirer into the mysteries of jurisprudence
and its philosophy” and a ‘‘stern foe of hy-
pocrisy and deceit.”

In addition to his wife of 63 years, Fritz is
survived by his son Jonathan, also of Anchor
Point. No memorial service is planned, in ac-
cordance with his wishes.

[From the Voice of the Times, Anchorage,

AK, Sept. 10, 2000]
PASSING PARADE
(By Bill Tobin)

The death of Dr. Milo Fritz at his Anchor
Point home a week ago Thursday took from
the Alaska scene a pioneer eye doctor and
bush pilot who was part of another era—a
time in Alaska when the Legislature was
populated by people who had lives outside of
politics. Service in Juneau, back in those
days, was a part-time affair. Fishermen
served and went back to their boats. Physi-
cians served, and went back to practices.
Druggists served, and went back to their
stores. Real estate agents served and went
back to the job of selling houses. Dr. Fritz,
a long-time Anchorage eye surgeon who was
91 at the time of his death, was a Republican
member of both the House and the Senate
during his years in politics. He won inter-
national fame for the many years of service
he provided as a medical circuit rider on
countless trips to remote villages through-
out rural Alaska. He learned to fly on the
G.I. Bill, after service as a major in World
War II, and piloted his own plane on his med-
ical missionary work.

[From the Kenai Peninsula Clarion, Sept. 8,
2000]
MiLo H. FrRITZ, M.D.

Dr. Milo H. Fritz died at his home in An-
chor Point on Thursday, Aug. 31, 2000, after
a brief illness. He was 91.
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No memorial service is planned in accord-
ance with his wishes.

Born in Pittsfield, Mass., on Aug. 25, 1909,
Fritz studied medicine and became a spe-
cialist in eyes, ears, nose and throat medi-
cine. He came to Alaska in 1940 to set up a
practice in Ketchikan, but was soon drawn
away by the war. He served in the Army Air
Corps beginning in 1941 and rose to the rank
of command surgeon for the 11th Air Force.
He spent many of his war years in Alaska,
including service in Anchorage and Adak,
and received commendations for rescuing a
pilot from a plane crash on Mount Redoubt
and another pilot from a burning plane at El-
mendorf Air Base.

After the war, Fritz set up a practice in
New York, but in 1947 he was called back by
the then-Alaska Commissioner of Health to
investigate blindness among Alaska Native
children. Fritz again made Alaska his home,
and his desire to address health problems in
Alaska eventually drew him to the Alaska
Legislature. Fritz was elected in 1966 and
again in 1972 to represent Anchorage in the
state House, and, after moving to Anchor
Point, he was elected to a third term in 1982,
representing the Kenai Peninsula.

‘“(He was) a skilled practitioner of the
healing arts; patron of the arts; humani-
tarian; solon; diligent inquirer into the mys-
teries of jurisprudence and its philosophy; a
student of the legislative process; stern foe
of hypocrisy and deceit; physician in the
true tradition of Hippocrates and St. Luke;
and friend,” his family said. ‘“‘Milo would
want people to know that he tried.”

He was preceded in death by his son,
Pieter, in 1977.

Fritz is survived by his wife of 63 years,
Elizabeth, and son, Jonathan, both of Anchor
Point.

In recognition of his services to the people
of Alaska, Gov. Tony Knowles has ordered
state flags lowered through the end of the
workday today in memory of the former leg-
islator and pioneer.e

———

HONORING DR. JOHN DIBIAGGIO,
PRESIDENT OF TUFTS UNIVER-
SITY

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would
like to take a few minutes to pay trib-
ute to someone who has been a good
friend to those of us in Massachusetts
who are committed to quality higher
education, Dr. John DiBiaggio, for his
service, his vision, and the academic
leadership the he has shown—not just
in Massachusetts, but nationwide. Dr.
DiBiaggio has been the president of
Tufts University, in Medford, Massa-
chusetts, since 1993. Yesterday he an-
nounced that he will be retiring in
June 2002 and I know that he will be
sorely missed.

I think anyone who has spent time at
Tufts in the last several years has seen
Dr. DiBiaggio, or his wife, Nancy,
walking their dogs on campus. When
the DiBiaggio’s moved to Medford in
1993, they moved into Gifford House, an
on-campus residence. I think that that
decision to live on campus, just like an
incoming freshman, to have an sincere
open-door policy, and to create a real
sense of community, is an enormous
testimony to his dedication to service.

Dr. DiBiaggio’s tenure at Tufts has
been an extremely successful one.
Since Dr. DiBiaggio arrived at Tufts,
the university has shored up its fiscal
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