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With a career that has spanned a cen-

tury, there isn’t much that Coach Van 
Meter hasn’t accomplished. Known af-
fectionately as just Coach to his many 
students, he led the Beckley Flying Ea-
gles to three state championships in 
football, and six more in basketball. A 
member of the National High School 
Sports Hall of Fame, Coach was both a 
beloved teacher and principal and 
served on the faculty of Beckley Col-
lege. In addition to the numerous hon-
ors and awards he has received, Coach 
Van Meter holds the great distinction 
of being a surviving veteran of both 
World Wars. 

Today, however, the countless lives 
touched by Coach are his greatest leg-
acy. The lessons he taught on the bas-
ketball court and football field brought 
many victories, but the lessons of life 
he taught his players and students 
shaped their destinies in more profound 
ways. Dedication, hard work, compas-
sion and dignity are the touchstones of 
Coach Van Meter’s career, and his ex-
ample continues to inspire us. 

Thank you, Coach, for the invaluable 
contributions you have made to the 
families and communities of West Vir-
ginia. As you celebrate this very spe-
cial birthday, you have my deepest ad-
miration and gratitude.∑ 

f 

A GREAT LADY DEPARTS 

∑ Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, on July 
1, Mrs. Eusebia Ortiz Vera passed away 
in North Carolina. Born in 1912, she ar-
rived in the United States from Cuba, 
appropriately, on the Fourth of July, 
1954, poor and with young children to 
support. 

In America, she promptly seized the 
opportunity to build a new life, as all 
immigrants to the U.S. hope they can 
do. Eusebia worked very hard to ensure 
that her children prospered. She made 
certain, above all, that all of them re-
ceived good educations. 

And those children who came to the 
United States did prosper, and become 
good citizens of the United States, 
going on to be a U.S. Ambassador to 
Honduras, a high school teacher, and a 
professor at the University of North 
Carolina. 

Among her grandchildren, Mr. Presi-
dent, are two U.S. naval officers, a 
medical student studying to be a Navy 
doctor, two lawyers and an elementary 
school principal—college graduates all. 
Each of them is a testament to a good 
life. 

When I read about her in The Char-
lotte Observer, I felt a sense of pride in 
her story. It is not merely a testimony 
to her own character, discipline and 
strength. No, it is also a reflection of 
what America is all about for so 
many—a land of opportunity and of 
hope. 

Mr. President, I ask that the July 3 
article published by The Charlotte Ob-
server be printed in the RECORD at the 
conclusion of my remarks. 

The article follows: 

[From the Charlotte Observer, July 3, 2000] 
FOR IMMIGRANT, JULY 4 WAS SPECIAL— 

WOMAN FROM CUBA ACHIEVED HER DREAM 
(By Christopher Windham) 

Eusebia Ortiz Vera of Charlotte came from 
Cuba on July 4, 1954, in search of the Amer-
ican dream. 

Like millions of immigrants who arrived 
before her, she was poor, but optimistic 
about the future. She had only one wish: for 
her children to become educated and success-
ful Americans. 

When Vera, 87, died of natural causes Fri-
day—just days before Independence Day and 
the anniversary of her arrival in this coun-
try—it marked an end of a life that some say 
epitomized American patriotism. 

‘‘She was the original liberated woman,’’ 
said Vera’s daughter Miriam Leiva, after 
Vera’s burial Sunday. ‘‘She really wanted a 
better life for herself and her children.’’ 

And Vera did attain that American dream. 
Born in Ponce, Puerto Rico, in 1912, Vera 

moved to Cuba with her father and six sib-
lings when she was just 4 months old. Her 
mother had died moments after she was 
born. Vera married a Cuban schoolteacher at 
22. She was a housewife during her years in 
Cuba. The marriage that brought Vera three 
children ended in 1952. 

After the divorce, Vera was determined to 
give her children a better life than she had, 
family members said. 

Vera decided to move the family to Amer-
ica, where she hoped her children would have 
greater opportunities. Leiva, 59, was 13 when 
her mother told her—at a moment’s notice— 
to pack a suitcase of her belongings. 

Leiva said she boarded a plane along with 
her mother, brother and two aunts en route 
to Miami. Her sister, Beatriz Manduley, 17 at 
the time, stayed in Cuba because she was 
married. 

‘‘We came to America for the same reasons 
as all immigrants, to better our family,’’ 
said Leiva, a consulting professor at UNC 
Charlotte. 

The family could not speak English when 
they arrived, family members said. 

‘‘It was hard,’’ Leiva said. ‘‘The most dif-
ficult part was all things we didn’t under-
stand.’’ She said her mother did not learn 
the language until 10 years later when she 
took English classes at a local high school. 

The entire family shared a tiny one-room 
apartment, Leiva said. To make ends meet, 
Vera took a job as seamstress in the garment 
district of Miami. She never made more than 
75 cents an hour, family members said. 

Despite the limited income and food, Vera 
still strived for her children to be successful. 

‘‘From the moment we came to the United 
States, she told us we were going to suc-
ceed,’’ said Frank Almaguer, Vera’s son. 
Almaguer is now the U.S. ambassador to 
Honduras. 

Leiva said her mother prevented her from 
using a needle and thread because she didn’t 
want her daughter to become a seamstress. 

‘‘Women would come to the house and ask, 
‘When is Miriam coming to the factory?’ and 
mother will say ‘No, Miriam is going to the 
university,’ ’’ Leiva said. 

Vera’s dream came true in 1957 when Leiva 
enrolled at Guilford College in Greensboro. 
With scholarships, loans and help from local 
Quakers, Leiva was able to graduate in 1961 
with a degree in mathematics. 

Almaguer graduated from the University 
of Florida in 1967. Manduley came to Miami 
in 1960. She received her master’s degree 
from UNC Greensboro in 1973. All seven of 
Vera’s grandchildren are college graduates. 
Vera lived in Miami until 1997, when health 
conditions caused her to move to a nursing 
home in Charlotte, close to Leiva. 

‘‘This is her legacy,’’ said Leiva. ‘‘Failure 
was simply not an option for us.’’∑ 

HONORING JUDGE QUILLEN 
∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor one of Delaware’s most 
brilliant legal minds and genuinely al-
truistic public servants—the Honorable 
William T. Quillen. 

I have known Judge Quillen for 33 
years, since I was an attorney fresh out 
of law school and looking for a job. As 
a 32-year old Delaware Superior Court 
judge he met with me and on blind 
faith recommended me for my first 
legal job. He has been a dear friend and 
confidant ever since. Over the past 
three decades, I have watched Judge 
Quillen with pride and admiration at-
tain the greatest judicial heights any 
lawyer could ever strive for in Dela-
ware, which is universally recognized— 
nationally and internationally—as hav-
ing one of the most reputable, intellec-
tual benches bar none. 

He is known in my state affection-
ately and respectfully as ‘‘Judge,’’ 
‘‘Chancellor,’’ ‘‘Justice,’’ and ‘‘Mr. Sec-
retary of State.’’ He nearly became 
Governor and was my recommendation 
to President Clinton in June, 1999 to 
serve on the United States Third Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. It was during a 
medical examination required for this 
position that his physician detected 
prostate cancer. For health reasons, we 
withdrew his name from consideration. 
I am happy to report that following 
treatment for prostate cancer, he is as 
healthy as ever, running 5K races like 
a man half his age. 

Now, in classic Bill Quillen altru-
ism—he says it’s time to retire from 
the bench and make way for younger 
lawyers to serve as judges. 

Early in his career, Bill Quillen 
served in the United States Air Force 
as a judge advocate, then as a top aide 
for Delaware’s Governor. His judicial 
career began in 1966 on the Superior 
Court, which is Delaware’s primary 
trial court. In 1973, he was elevated and 
confirmed as Chancellor of Delaware’s 
renowned Court of Chancery. 

Following a two-year experience as a 
private attorney with the Wilmington 
Trust Company, he again heeded the 
call for public service. In 1978, the Gen-
eral Assembly had expanded Delaware’s 
Supreme Court from three to five 
members, and the Governor called on 
Bill Quillen. He was confirmed unani-
mously as a Delaware Supreme Court 
Justice. He served on the State’s High-
est Court for five years, before stepping 
down to run for Governor on the Demo-
cratic ticket. In one of the rare in-
stances when he did not achieve his 
goal, Bill Quillen was not bitter or dis-
couraged. In 1993, he accepted Governor 
Tom Carper’s call for continued public 
service to become Secretary of State. 
In a state that more than half of the 
Fortune 500 companies call home, Sec-
retary Quillen made his mark on this 
prestigious office. 

But his heart remained in the law. In 
November, 1994, Governor Carper nomi-
nated and the General Assembly unani-
mously confirmed him to the Court 
where his storied career began—the 
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Delaware Superior Court. As I said ear-
lier, I believe our federal bench would 
have been enlightened by his experi-
ence and brilliance, but for health rea-
sons, this was not meant to be. 

What’s even more striking than his 
distinguished legal career is Judge 
Quillen’s love for history. He is a true 
Delaware historian, with long-time 
family roots in historic New Castle. His 
love and respect for the law, democracy 
and justice for all are unparalleled. 

Judge Quillen is recognized nation-
ally for his extensive writings on Dela-
ware’s Court of Chancery, the history 
of Equity Jurisdiction in Delaware and 
the Federal-State Corporate Law Rela-
tionship. His colleagues nationwide 
also have awarded him numerous pres-
tigious awards, including the First 
Place Award for the 1980 Judge Edward 
R. Finch Law Day U.S.A. Speech, spon-
sored by the American Bar Associa-
tion, on the topic of ‘‘Seven Percep-
tions of Freedom.’’ In June, 1998, he 
also received the ‘‘American Judica-
ture Society’s Herbert Harley Award.’’ 

Judge Quillen will continue to serve 
as a professor at the Widener Univer-
sity School of Law and plans to spend 
more time with his wife of 41 years, 
two daughters and three grandchildren. 
I have no doubt his legal legacy, 
knowledge of Delaware, writing and 
speaking ability will continue to serve 
our State for many years to come. 

Judge Quillen is a proud graduate of 
Harvard Law School, and it was the 
Dean Emeritus of Harvard Law 
School—Roscoe Pound—who said: 

‘‘Law is experience developed by rea-
son and applied continually to further 
experience.’’ 

Judge Quillen’s vast experience and 
reasoned principles applied as a mem-
ber of Delaware’s top three courts will 
forever leave its marks on our body of 
law in Delaware. Our State and our 
citizens are so much better for his serv-
ice. So, Your Honor, May It Please The 
Court, respectfully accept this state-
ment of profound gratitude and admi-
ration.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RON GIST 

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to my friend 
and Phi Kappa Tau fraternity brother 
Ron Gist, as founder of Gist Piano 
Services, on the occasion of his success 
with his Louisville piano dealership. 

After attending the University of 
Louisville, Ron started his piano deal-
ership with only $1000 and two used pi-
anos in 1971. Many years later, after 
persevering through a tornado in 1974, 
a devastating fire that nearly de-
stroyed his business, and the hardship 
of an unfortunate economic downturn, 
Gist Piano Services has grown to be-
come one of Louisville’s most highly 
regarded piano dealerships, restorers, 
and consultants in the region. 

As a natural salesman, Ron’s success 
has led to profitable relationships with 
the Louisville Orchestra, Kentucky 
Center for the Arts, and Kentucky Fair 

& Exposition Center. Also, Ron is one 
of few in the country selected for the 
honor to represent Steinway pianos. 
Ron has also provided piano services to 
other prestigious performance venues 
and for popular entertainers like 
James Taylor and Carol King. 

Ron should not only be congratulated 
for his success with Gist Piano Serv-
ices, but he should be recognized for his 
service to the community. He has dedi-
cated himself to making a difference in 
people’s lives through music. By cre-
ating more avenues for young people to 
express themselves, like through play-
ing the piano, children can learn how 
to imagine, create, and organize the 
power of music. These skills can later 
be used as key tools to succeed in the 
future as they enter adulthood. Thank 
you, Ron, for ensuring a better future 
for this state as the younger genera-
tions are better equipped to lead Ken-
tucky. 

Your hard work continues to display 
an unswerving commitment to the peo-
ple of Kentucky and possesses the re-
spect and gratitude of many in the 
community. The significant work 
which you and your wife Amanda have 
accomplished is appreciated by myself 
and the many others whose lives you 
have touched throughout your career. 

Ron, thank you and best wishes for 
many more years of success. Know that 
your efforts to better the lives of those 
in the region will be felt for years to 
come. On behalf of myself and my col-
leagues in the United States Senate, 
thank you for giving so much of your-
self for so many others in Louisville, 
the state of Kentucky, and the entire 
music industry.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

THE TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL RE-
PORT OF THE FEDERAL LABOR 
RELATIONS AUTHORITY FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 1999—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT—PM #122. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with section 701 of the 

Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 (Pub-
lic Law 95–454, 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I have 

the pleasure of transmitting to you the 
Twenty-first Annual Report of the Fed-
eral Labor Relations Authority for Fis-
cal Year 1999. 

The report includes information on 
the cases heard and decisions rendered 
by the Federal Labor Relations Au-
thority, the General Counsel of the Au-
thority, and the Federal Service Im-
passes Panel. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 26, 2000. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:59 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the bill (S. 768) to establish court-mar-
ital jurisdiction over civilians serving 
with the Armed Forces during contin-
gency operations, and to establish Fed-
eral jurisdiction over crimes com-
mitted outside the United States by 
former members of the Armed Forces 
and civilians accompanying the Armed 
Forces outside the United States, with 
an amendment, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

The message also announced that the 
House disagreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4578) mak-
ing appropriations for the Department 
of the Interior and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2001, and for other purposes, and agree 
to the conference asked by the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses, and appoints Mr. REGULA, Mr. 
KOLBE, Mr. SKEEN, Mr. TAYLOR of 
North Carolina, Mr. NETHERCUTT, Mr. 
WAMP, Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. PETERSON of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. YOUNG of Florida, 
Mr. DICKS, Mr. MURTHA, Mr. MORAN of 
Virginia, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. HINCHEY, 
and Mr. OBEY, as the managers of the 
conference on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2348. An act to authorize the Bureau 
of Reclamation to provide cost sharing for 
the endangered fish recovery implementa-
tion programs for the Upper Colorado and 
San Juan River Basins. 

H.R. 2462. An act to amend the Organic Act 
of Guam, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2919. An act to promote preservation 
and public awareness of the history of the 
Underground Railroad by providing financial 
assistance to the Freedom Center in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. 

H.R. 3236. An act to auhorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to enter into contracts with 
the Weber Basin Water Conservancy District, 
Utah, to use Weber Basin Project facilities 
for the impounding, storage, and carriage of 
noproject water for domestic, municipal, in-
dustrial, and other beneficial purposes. 

H.R. 3291. An act to provide for the settle-
ment of the water rights claims of the 
Shivwits Band of the Paiute Indian Tribe of 
Utah, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3468. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to convey certain water rights 
to Duchesne City, Utah. 

H.R. 3485. An act to modify the enforce-
ment of certain anti-terrorism judgments, 
and for other purposes. 
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