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Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate my colleague from Wash-
ington State on very eloquent com-
ments about our dear friend, Paul
Coverdell. I had the chance a few days
ago to make some more extensive com-
ments than I will tonight about Sen-
ator Coverdell. But I just want to add,
I had the opportunity, as many Mem-
bers of the Senate did, to travel to At-
lanta this past weekend to participate
in that very wonderful service for our
dear friend. I don’t think it really hit
me that he was really gone until I got
back this week to Washington and
started contemplating this Senate
body without Paul Coverdell and all
that he meant to each and every one of
us. He was our friend. We loved him
very much. This body, this institution,
is a poorer place because he is gone.

BEach one of us is richer because we
were privileged to know this very
gentle, this very kind, this very sweet,
this very good man.

———

HONORING VIRGINIA “GINNY™
GANO

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, on a
happy note, I rise this evening to honor
someone who has spent the last 30
years of her life serving the people of
this country, of this Congress, of the
State of Ohio; specifically, of the Sev-
enth Congressional District in Ohio.

I am talking about a dear friend of
mine, Virginia ‘“‘Ginny’”’ Gano. I had
the great pleasure and honor to work
with her during my years as Congress-
man from the Seventh Congressional
District in Ohio. Ginny is now in her
31st year of service to the people. She
is truly an ambassador for the Seventh
district and for the entire State of
Ohio.

Ginny grew up in Springfield, OH.
She started working for Congressman
Bud Brown at a very young age in 1969.
In 1982, when I was elected to the House
of Representatives, I asked Ginny if
she would come work with me. I be-
came the Congressman. Ginny agreed
to stay on and work in our office. Dur-
ing that time, Ginny Gano was really
invaluable to me and invaluable to our
office and to the people of the district.
She had and has an unbelievable
wealth of knowledge and institutional
memory. If you want something done,
if you want to know something, you
ask Ginny Gano.

In 1991, she joined current Seventh
District Congressman DAVID HOBSON’s
team. This evening—I am sure at this
very moment—knowing Ginny, she is
still at work in the Longworth Build-
ing serving the people in the district.

Ginny is one of the hardest working
people whom I have ever met. With her
resources, her experience, and her
knowledge, she can answer any ques-
tion or just about any request made of
her. She never says no. She is that
good. She gets the job done. She just
knows how to get it done. Whatever
you want, Ginny will figure out a way
of getting it done.
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One of the many things that Ginny
has done over the years has been to
work with interns in a Congressman’s
office. She goes to great lengths to
make sure these young people who
come out from Ohio to serve the people
and to learn have meaningful experi-
ences in Washington, that they feel at
home, that they have someone to look
out for them.

Ginny has spent the last 30 years
helping people in our district and has
truly gotten to know the people of the
Seventh District, and they know that
she cares about them. She is the one
constant in the office of the Congress-
man from the Seventh Congressional
District. Whether it was Bud Brown,
MIKE DEWINE, or DAVE HOBSON, Ginny
Gano has been there. Ginny Gano is
making a difference.

One of the things I appreciate about
Ginny so much is that she has a way
about her that makes everyone feel at
ease. Whether it is a group of school-
children from Greene County or maybe
someone whom she bumps into in the
Rotunda of the Capitol, a total strang-
er, it does not matter; Ginny is there
to help them and she makes everyone
feel welcome in our Nation’s Capitol.
Ginny is a caring and compassionate
human being. Being around Ginny
Gano just makes you happy. She is
that type of person. Her smile, her spir-
it, her energy—you just feel good when
you are around Ginny Gano.

Ginny has dedicated some of her free
time—the little free time she has—to
something she loves: music. For years
she has participated with a great deal
of enthusiasm in the Capitol Hill Cho-
ral Society. She also has been a driving
force behind the Ohio State society’s
selection of the cherry blossom prin-
cess every spring.

My wife Fran and I are just so proud
to call Ginny Gano a friend. I thank
her for over 30 years of dedicated serv-
ice to the people of the Seventh Con-
gressional District of the State of Ohio.

Ginny, thank you.

————
P.L. 480 ASSISTANCE IN HAITI

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I want
to talk this evening about an issue
about which I have spoken before on
the floor of the Senate, and that is the
situation with the children in the poor
country of Haiti. I rise tonight to re-
mind my colleagues of a very impor-
tant feeding program that is crucial to
these children. The program I am talk-
ing about, of course, is the Public Law
480 title II Food Assistance Program
which, according to the USAID mission
in Port au Prince in Haiti, helps feed
roughly 500,000 Haitian schoolchildren
and almost 10,000 orphaned children
through its Orphan Feeding Program.

As we know, funding for the P.L. 480
title II program was included in the
Senate fiscal year 2001 Agriculture ap-
propriations bill, which we in the Sen-
ate recently passed. I commend and
thank the chairman and ranking mem-
ber on the subcommittee, Senator
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COCHRAN and Senator KOHL, and also
the chairman and ranking member on
the full committee, Senator STEVENS
and Senator BYRD, for their continuing
ongoing support of Public Law 480.

I am very pleased the committee in-
cluded language in the Agriculture ap-
propriations bill that will maintain the
same level of USAID resources for the
Orphan Feeding Program in Haiti as
were provided for our current year. I
urge my colleagues in conference to
continue this language and continue
this program.

The reality is that the country of
Haiti is a great human tragedy. The
nation is in turmoil on a political, eco-
nomic, and humanitarian level. Though
the small island nation finally did hold
its parliamentary elections in May
after three previous postponements,
and though voter turnout was certainly
acceptable and the citizens were vot-
ing, the openness of these elections re-
mains in serious question. The violence
against opposition party members and
supporters leading up to the May elec-
tion cast serious doubt on the legit-
imacy of this election.

Leon Manus, the president of the
electoral council, resigned after the
first round of elections and had to flee
the country fearing for his life after
having accused the Haitian Govern-
ment of pressuring him to approve the
questionable election results.

The international community has se-
verely and justifiably criticized both
rounds of elections, with the European
Union threatening economic sanctions.
In spite of widespread criticism, in
spite of OAS refusal to recognize the
contested election results, Haitian offi-
cials proceeded with the runoff elec-
tions on July 9, and, as expected, a
handful of Haitians turned out to vote,
just a handful of people for the few leg-
islative and local offices that were not
already won by the ruling Lavalas
Party.

Prior to these elections, I spoke on
the Senate floor about Haiti’s dis-
tressing political and economic situa-
tion. I talked at that time about how it
was incumbent upon the political elite
and the ruling party in Haiti, the
Fanmi Lavalas Party, to make and to
take reforms seriously. As I said then,
and I have said many times before,
Haiti simply will not progress until its
political leaders and the elite in that
country take responsibility for their
situation and commit to true demo-
cratic reform.

Regardless of the recent election out-
come, Haiti can succeed as a democ-
racy if and only if the leaders of the
nation, the political elite, the ruling
elite, the economic elite, resolve to de-
velop a free market system, resolve to
reduce corruption, resolve to improve
Haiti’s judicial system and its election
process, resolve to respect human
rights and develop a sustainable agri-
cultural system that can feed its peo-
ple, and especially the poor children of
Haiti.

Despite the success—I have seen it;
and there has been success—of some
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USAID programs to promote growth in
Haiti’s agricultural sector, past defor-
estation and a lack of education about
how best to use the land for both short-
term and long-term economic gain
have slowed, almost to a standstill,
any improvement in the agricultural
sector.

Because of that, I firmly believe that
the United States should continue ef-
forts aimed at teaching Haitian farm-
ers viable ways to farm—agriculture
that produces food for the Haitian peo-
ple now and conserves the land for pro-
duction in the future by generations to
come—agriculture that shows farmers
how sustainable agriculture is really in
their best economic interest, both in
the short run and in the long run.

Efforts to work directly with farmers
provide the greatest hope of preventing
Haitians from abandoning agriculture
for urban areas, such as Port-au-
Prince. One of the biggest problems in
Haiti is that so many people who are
not making it in agriculture at all,
who can’t feed their family, under-
standably flee the countryside and go
into one of Haiti’s big cities, only to
face worse poverty and create a more
dire situation for their family. The
only way that will stop is if Haiti can
develop, with our assistance, with the
assistance of the international commu-
nity, a viable, sustainable agricultural
program.

As I have said, I have visited Haiti
eight or nine times. My wife and I have
seen many of these programs and have
seen that they do, in fact, work. But
until sustainable improvements are
made in the Haitian agricultural sec-
tor, I believe we have a responsibility—
I believe we have an obligation—to en-
sure that humanitarian and food as-
sistance continues to reach this tiny
island nation and most particularly,
most importantly, continues to reach
these children.

That is why it is vital that we main-
tain current funding levels for the Pub-
lic Law 480 title II assistance program
for Haiti and other parts of the world
as well. The simple fact is, this pro-
gram is essential to the survival—lit-
erally the survival—of many thousands
of Haitian children, especially those
living in overcrowded orphanages.

There are currently 114 orphanages
throughout Haiti receiving TUSAID
funds and caring for a vast number of
children. Quite candidly, these rep-
resent just a small fraction of the total
number of orphanages on this island.

My wife Fran and I have traveled to
Haiti repeatedly—eight times in the
past 5 years. We visited many of these
orphanages. We have seen the dire and
dismal conditions. We have held the
children and felt their malnourished
bodies. But we have also seen what can
happen with these children, and how so
many dedicated people working in
these orphanages can literally nurse
these children back to life.

The orphanages of Haiti feed and
take care of thousands upon thousands
upon thousands of orphaned and aban-
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doned children. The flow of desperate
children into these orphanages is con-
stant, and these facilities face the in-
creasing challenge of accommodating
these children.

It is these children who need our help
the most. It is these children who are
not capable of providing for them-
selves. That is why I am convinced
that the Public Law 480 title II feeding
program is absolutely essential. This
low-cost program guarantees one meal
per day to orphan children who other-
wise would not receive any food at all.

The school feeding program is also
essential because the title II assistance
program—the offer of a free meal to
these children, and the parents who
send their children to school—helps
keep Haitian children in school.

I again thank the committee for its
support for and its commitment to
Public Law 480 title II assistance for
these children in Haiti.

I urge my colleagues on the con-
ference committee—and throughout
this year, and into the next—to con-
tinue their support for this program.

—————

COMMENDING AMBASSADOR TIM
CARNEY

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, on an-
other matter related to Haiti, I take
this opportunity this evening to com-
mend and thank my friend, Ambas-
sador Tim Carney, for his 2-year serv-
ice as U.S. Ambassador to Haiti. Tim
and his wife Vicki proudly represented
the United States. Day in and day out,
they were committed to helping the
people of Haiti overcome their dismal
surroundings and their dire cir-
cumstances. Tim and Vicki worked to
alleviate hunger and poverty through-
out the island and encouraged practical
economic reforms.

Through the support and cooperation
of Ambassador Carney and Vicki, the
conditions of several Haitian orphan-
ages continue to improve. Although
the Carneys’ assignment in Haiti has
concluded, their commitment con-
tinues today.

My wife Fran and I appreciate their
friendship. We appreciate the support
and help they have given to the chil-
dren of Haiti. We look forward to con-
tinuing our work with them to help the
children of Haiti.

————
TRIBUTE TO ERV NUTTER

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise
this evening to celebrate the life of a
great man from my home State of
Ohio, a true renaissance man. I am
talking about Erv Nutter, who died on
January 6 of this year at the age of 85.

I am honored to have known Erv and
am humbled to have the chance this
evening to say just a few words about
what his friendship has meant to me
and my family, to my community, and
to my State.

Ervin John Nutter was born in Ham-
ilton, OH, on June 26, 1914, to parents
he described as ‘‘a Kentucky school-
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teacher and a Wyoming cowboy.”” He
was a running guard on the State
championship Hamilton High School
football team and later graduated from
there. He attended Miami University in
Oxford, OH, and then transferred to the
University of Kentucky where, at the
age of 21, he dropped out to take the
Ohio examination for stationary engi-
neers. Following that test, he became
the youngest licensed engineer in Ohio,
and then took a job at Proctor & Gam-
ble in Cincinnati.

In 1943, Erv returned to the Univer-
sity of Kentucky to earn his degree in
mechanical engineering. After gradua-
tion, he took a job in the engineering
division of the Air Force at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, where he
was put in charge of aircraft environ-
mental testing.

Then in 1951, Erv Nutter founded the
Elano Corporation, which fabricates
metal parts for jet engines. He started
the business in a Greene County, OH,
garage. Elano grew and grew, and it
grew ultimately into a multimillion-
dollar business that has influenced
aviation worldwide, through precision
forming and bending of tubular assem-
blies for fuel, and lubrication and hy-
draulic systems for jet aircraft and
missiles.

I met Erv Nutter for the first time in
1973. I was right out of law school, on
my first job, as an assistant county
prosecutor in Greene County. I remem-
ber Sheriff Russell Bradley and then-
county prosecutor Nick Carrera, and I
were conducting a major drug inves-
tigation. It was going well. The only
problem was, we had run out of money.

So we went to some people in the
community. One of the first people we
went to was Erv Nutter. To keep that
investigation going, we simply had to
have some financial assistance. So we
asked Erv if he would help. Without
any hesitation, as Erv would always
do—he didn’t ask anything—he just
said: Sure. If you boys think it’s a good
idea, if you think we need to do it, I'll
do it.

When it came to his community, Erv
was always ready to lend a hand,
whether with his financial resources or
his time and energy. That was just Erv
Nutter.

Erv has been a role model for so
many people throughout the years.
Through his kindness and extreme gen-
erosity, he has taught invaluable les-
sons, such as the importance of giving
back to our communities, the impor-
tance of building and trusting our
neighbors, and the economic future of
our villages and our cities.

Through the years, he donated mil-
lions of dollars to the University of
Kentucky and Wright State University.
Today, two buildings at the Lexington
campus bear Erv’s name, as does
Wright State University’s indoor ath-
letic complex.

Erv Nutter was a blunt man. He was
an open man. He was a man who would
tell you what he thought, never afraid
in any way to express his convictions
or his strong beliefs.
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