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of computers by pedophiles who access child
pornography, and then seek to molest chil-
dren. We are pleased that your bill, unlike
some other Internet filtering bills intro-
duced in Congress, requires that child por-
nography be blocked for all users, adults and
children.

American needs the Children’s Internet
Protection Act. Thank you for your leader-
ship on this important matter.

American Family Association, Family Re-
search Council, Republican Jewish Coalition,
Traditional Values Coalition, Morality in
Media, National Law Cntr. for Children &
Families, Family Friendly Libraries, Family
Association of Minnesota, Family Policy
Network, VA, Christian Action League, NC,
Citizens for Community Values, OH, Amer-
ican Family Assoc., IN, American Family
Assoc., MS, American Family Assoc., NY,
American Family Assoc., PA, American
Family Assoc., TX, American Family Assoc.,
AR, American Family Assoc., AL, American
Family Assoc., KY, American Family Assoc.,
GA, American Family Assoc., MO, American
Family Assoc., CO, American Family Assoc.,
OR, American Family Assoc., IA, American
Family Assoc., MI, American Family Assoc.,
OH, American Family Assoc., NJ.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, this is
from Houston Reuters, Thursday, June
15:

A Georgia man has been arrested in Texas
and charged with trying to buy two elemen-
tary school boys for sex after FBI agents
monitoring the Internet identified him as a
pedophile, the agency said on Thursday.

Jonathan Christopher Wood was arrested
on June 3 after traveling to Houston from
Perry, Georgia, with the intention of buying
the boys and taking them back to Georgia
for illegal sex, the FBI said in a statement.

Wood, 53, was arrested after arriving in an
agreed-upon meeting place with $12,000 in
cash for the purchase, the FBI said.

Brian Loader, assistant special agent in
charge of the FBI's Houston field office, told
Reuters the arrest came as a result of FBI
monitoring of Internet chatrooms.

‘““‘He was identified by our Crimes against
Children task force as a person who was ac-
tively seeking to purchase children for sex-
ual exploitation. He was using the Internet,”
Loader said.

Loader declined to say whether an FBI
agent had posed as a seller but he said that
no other arrests had been made.

A Federal criminal complaint filed against
Wood alleges that he traveled across States
lines with intent to engage in prohibited sex-
ual relations with a minor. Woods had re-
cently moved to Georgia from Alabama,
where he had owned a company that pro-
vided Internet access.

Also on Thursday, Texas Attorney General
John Cornyn announced the arrest of five
men charged with aggravated sexual assault
for allegedly having sex with a 12-year-old
girl they contacted through an Internet
chatroom.

Mr. President, I will have a longer
statement when we pursue this amend-
ment later on. I hope we can have an
up-or-down vote. Anyone who uses the
Internet knows of this problem.

I am not advocating censorship. The
fact is that when Federal dollars are
used to wire schools and libraries in
America, then it seems to me the
schools and libraries have an obliga-
tion to provide Internet filters and use
them according to community stand-
ards—only according to community
standards, in the same fashion that a
school or library filters printed mate-
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rial that comes into a school or 1li-
brary. Occasionally, a wrong book may
be taken off the shelf in a library. But
I know of no school board or library
board that does not filter printed mate-
rial.

How in the world can we sit still and
have all of this stuff coming into our
schools and libraries without the kind
of filtering that is done with printed
materials? A few years ago, a 13-year-
old boy in the Phoenix library was
viewing pornography on the Internet,
and he walked out and sexually mo-
lested another young boy. This is
rampant throughout this country.

Some argue that I can’t stop every-
thing over the Internet, nor do I wish
to try that or to enter anybody’s home;
that is their private business. But
schools and libraries in this country
should exercise their responsibilities to
screen this kind of material according
to community standards.

Why in the world the American Li-
brary Association opposes this legisla-
tion is one of the great curiosities of
my political career. I hope we can over-
come that opposition. The over-
whelming number of parents in Amer-
ica want their children protected in
schools and libraries as they view the
Internet.

Mr. President, I look forward to an
overwhelming vote in favor of this
amendment. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama is recognized.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 15 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROTECTING CHILDREN ON THE
INTERNET

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate Senator MCcCCAIN for raising
this important issue. I agree with him
that is difficult to conceive that any-
one would think that material that
comes through the Internet which
would not be allowed in the library in
a book should be allowed to be in there
electronically. It is frustrating to see
the National Library Association, who
I have observed over the years have a
very radical view of absolutely no one
telling a librarian what can be brought
into a library. I don’t think that is le-
gitimate. Their salaries are paid by the
taxpayers, and they receive money
from the Federal Government. They
don’t have an absolute, unprotected
right to select whatever they want in
the library. It is not a healthy matter.

——
ELLSWORTH WOULD BE THE BEST
HOME FOR THE NEW GLOBAL
HAWK AIRCRAFT

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, the
Air Force is currently evaluating five
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military bases to see which would be
the best home for its new unmanned
surveillance craft, known as Global
Hawk. Accordingly, the Air Force is
using the final 2 weeks of June to send
a team out to each of the five can-
didates to solicit public opinion on po-
tential environmental impacts. The
next such meeting occurs Friday in
Rapid City, SD and focuses on Ells-
worth Air Force Base.

For the past year or so, I have been
making the case for Ellsworth to sen-
ior officials in the Department of De-
fense and the Air Force. Perhaps not
surprisingly, I firmly believe Ellsworth
represents the best choice for the Air
Force to host this important new mis-
sion. As we approach the date of the
Air Force’s meeting in South Dakota, 1
thought I would say a few words here
in the Senate about why I feel as
strongly as I do. Although I am con-
fident none of my colleagues will be
surprised by this position, they may
find some of what I have to say about
Ellsworth surprising.

Friday’s meeting moves the Air
Force one step closer to a deployment
decision on the Global Hawk system. I
and the scores of other supporters of
Ellsworth welcome a careful, objective
review. We are confident that at the
end of such a process the Air Force will
conclude that Ellsworth is the most ap-
propriate home for the Air Force’s next
generation of surveillance aircraft.

We hold this view for three very im-
portant reasons. First, geography. Ells-
worth offers uncrowded airspace and
largely open spaces. Such a setting is
ideal for conducting the kinds of train-
ing missions necessary to ensure the
Air Force maximizes the technological
possibilities offered by Global Hawk.

The second reason Ellsworth has an
edge over its competitors is base infra-
structure. Many people who have never
visited Ellsworth or who have not vis-
ited recently will be surprised to see
the modern facilities at this base.
Many people perceive Ellsworth as a
sleepy, rundown former Strategic Air
Command Base. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. As a result of
years of effort, it now has the facilities
to match the fine personnel it has al-
ways had.

The final advantage Ellsworth enjoys
is community support that is as deep
as it is widespread. From elected offi-
cials, to business owners, to hard-
working South Dakotan families living
in the surrounding area, all stand com-
pletely behind what Ellsworth does for
South Dakota and our national secu-
rity. The Air Force will be hard pressed
to find a community more supportive
of its mission.

For all of these reasons, I stand be-
hind Ellsworth and welcome the Air
Force to my state so they can see first
hand what I have been talking about in
meetings with defense officials and
here today on the Senate floor.
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HATE CRIMES

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I rise
to commend the passage of the bipar-
tisan Kennedy-Smith Amendment—the
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2000.
The Senate’s consideration of this im-
portant measure was long overdue and
its passage is one of the major civil
rights victories of this century.

We are all aware of the tragic deaths
of James Byrd in Texas and Matthew
Shepard in Wyoming. James Byrd was
murdered because of the color of his
skin. Matthew Shepard was murdered
because of his sexual orientation.

In the Byrd Kkilling, the federal gov-
ernment could help.

In the Shepard killing, the federal
government could not help local law
enforcement. Why? Because our cur-
rent hate crimes statute is full of holes
and desperately needs to be updated.

Right now the federal hate crimes
law does not cover disability, gender or
sexual orientation. In addition, the fed-
eral government can prosecute only
those crimes where the victim was cho-
sen because he or she was engaged in a
“federally protected activity,” such as
attending public school or serving as a
juror. That is a very narrow basis on
which to bring a lawsuit.

Because Matthew Shepard was killed
because he was gay, the federal govern-
ment could not provide the resources
Laramie, Wyoming’s law enforcement
so desperately needed. This is why our
federal hate crimes law ought to apply
whenever a hate crime occurs.

Last year Dennis and Judy Shepard,
Matthew’s parents, came to Capitol
Hill to plead with us to broaden the
hate crimes law. I suspect that no Sen-
ator who met them will ever forget
their words or the anguish in their
eyes. It was an anguish that probably
only a parent who has lost a child can
possibly understand.

During their visit to Capitol Hill, and
all across America, the Shepards have
found the strength to talk about their
own tragic experience to help prevent
other parents from experiencing their
nightmare. Had we not passed the Ken-
nedy-Smith Amendment we would have
been ignoring their pleas, and the pleas
of so many others.

The Kennedy-Smith Amendment will
end, once and for all, the contortions
that federal prosecutors must under-
take to exercise jurisdiction over hate
crimes. The Hatch Amendment will
not.

The Kennedy-Smith Amendment will
allow federal authorities to assist in
state and local prosecutions of hate
crimes on the basis of disability, gen-
der and sexual orientation. The Hatch
Amendment will not.

We don’t need to collect more data
on hate crimes. We don’t need to ana-
lyze the problem. We need to solve it.

We already collect information on
hate crimes and the statistics are grim.
In the last year for which we have sta-
tistics, 1998, almost 8,000 hate crime in-
cidents were reported.

And we already know that state and
local law enforcement needs our help
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because they have told us so. The Na-
tional Sheriff’s Association has told us
so. The International Association of
Police Chiefs has told us so. Both the
Sheriff and Police Commander of Lar-
amie, Wyoming have urged us to pass
the Kennedy-Smith Amendment. The
Laramie Sheriff and Police Commander
came with Dennis and Judy Shepard to
Capitol Hill. They told us what it
meant for their departments to be
without the assistance of the federal
government in investigating and pros-
ecuting Matthew Shepard’s murder. It
meant that they had to lay off 5 law
enforcement officials as a result of the
financial strain of the prosecution of
Matthew Shepard’s killers.

If the Kennedy-Smith Amendment
had been law, those officers would not
have been laid off.

We all know that only the Kennedy-
Smith Amendment will bring about
substantial change. We all know that
only the Kennedy-Smith Amendment
will provide law enforcement, in places
like Laramie, Wyoming, the tools they
need to investigate and prosecute hate
crimes wherever they occur. We all
know that only the Kennedy-Smith
Amendment will send a strong message
that the federal government will pros-
ecute every hate crime with vigor.

I am proud that this Senate has now
stood with Dennis and Judy Shepard. I
am proud this Senate did not let the
politics of misunderstanding keep us
from enacting a bill that would enable
prosecutions of crimes motivated by
hatred of gays and lesbians—the moti-
vation for some of the most vicious
hate crimes.

There are those who argued that this
amendment was not needed because it
only affects a small percentage of
Americans. I am troubled by this sug-
gestion. Hate crimes diminish us all.
Did this Congress say, in 1965, that we
didn’t need a Civil Rights Act because
racial discrimination ‘‘only”’ affected a
small percentage of Americans? No. We
are talking about basic protections
that all Americans should be afforded.
If they are denied to any of us, we are
all affected.

We must make sure that the federal
government leaves no American unpro-
tected. The Kennedy-Smith Amend-
ment is a bipartisan, reasonable, meas-
ured response to a serious problem.
Now we must ensure that it becomes
law.

————

FLOOD DISASTER

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I rise
today to alert my colleagues that an-
other series of national disasters have
hit my home State of North Dakota.
This newspaper headline from the larg-
est paper in our State says it best with
the headline on the front page,
“Swamped.”” The newspaper goes on to
say NDSU, the State university, suf-
fered millions in damage. In fact, I
talked to the president of the univer-
sity hours ago. He believes the damage
is in excess of $20 million just at North
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Dakota State University. This news-
paper indicated that the flood filled the
Fargo dome where NDSU plays the
football games. The dome was filled
with over 8 feet of water.

This monsoon that hit Fargo, ND, on
the night of June 19, absolutely flooded
the entire town. It was an incredible
series of circumstances. This is a pic-
ture that shows cars under water. We
saw this all over the city of Fargo.
Basements are flooded. Every kind of
structure is flooded with 2 to 3 feet of
water in the streets of the city of
Fargo, the biggest city in my State.

We also saw massive flooding on the
outskirts of town. This is the inter-
state. This is I-94 that connects Fargo
to the rest of North Dakota. It is a
major east-west highway in North Da-
kota. It was under water. Every part of
town saw massive flooding. Homes and
trailers are under water all across the
city of Fargo.

North Dakota State University is one
of the two major universities in our
State. They suffered millions in dam-
age, with very little flood insurance.
The president of the university told me
their insurance carrier tells them for
this kind of event they only had $10,000
of insurance coverage—with losses of
over $20 million. Even the president’s
house was wet. The newspaper says the
president of the university was among
many people dealing with the soggy
conditions after fighting battles
throughout the night, with 2 inches of
sewage that entered the basement of
the president’s house through the fail-
ure of the sewer system.

This disaster was not confined to the
city of Fargo, unfortunately. It spread
throughout the area. Probably one of
the great ironies is that until June 11
we were in a drought in much of east-
ern North Dakota. On June 12, 13, and
14, we had heavy rains in the north-
eastern part of the State.

I was there last week with FEMA of-
ficials assessing the damage. In that
part of the State, they received 20
inches of rain in 2 days—absolutely
Biblical. T have never seen anything
like it—20 inches of rain in 2 days. The
entire annual precipitation we receive
in the State of North Dakota came in
2 days.

Over 150,000 acres of prime farmland
flooded in that series of incidents. Of
course, that was followed a week later,
last Monday night, by this devastation
hitting Fargo, ND, the largest city in
the State. The mayor of Fargo said it
perhaps best: “It’s the worst rain flood
we’ve ever had.”

This is an event unparalleled in
North Dakota history. There is some-
thing very odd going on with the
weather pattern. I can only say in my
State we have had eight Presidential
disaster declarations in the last 7
years. We fully anticipate we will have
number nine as a result of this series of
incidents in northeastern North Da-
kota and then in southeastern North
Dakota. Hundreds of thousands of acres
of farmland were flooded. The major
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