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The Supreme Court has already sig-
naled the constitutionality of hate
crime statutes. In Wisconsin v. Mitch-
ell, the Supreme Court unanimously
upheld the constitutional right of
states to enact hate crimes statutes. |
believe that it is now time for Congress
to act.

Mr. President, | cosponsored the Hate
Crimes Prevention Act because it was
the right thing to do. The issue here is
civil rights, and as a nation we went a
long way in the last century toward as-
suring that the civil rights of ALL
Americans were not infringed upon.
Let’s start this new century with an-
other step in the right direction.

LEAHY AMENDMENT ON FUNDING
FOR TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, | want to
be sure there is no misunderstanding
about my purpose in offering this
amendment, which would reduce fund-
ing in the bill by a total of $21 million
for programs to combat tuberculosis
and malaria. The funding for these ac-
tivities was included at my request,
and | want to express my appreciation
to Chairman McCoNNELL for that.

Like every Senator, | would like to
see the highest possible levels of fund-
ing to combat these two dreaded dis-
eases, which cause immeasurable suf-
fering in developing countries. | have
worked to do that for several years,
and | fully intend to continue doing so.
If our FYO0l budget allocation would
permit it, 1 would recommend higher
funding for global health programs, in-
cluding to combat TB and malaria.

However, we are forced to make ex-
cruciating choices. | want to be sure
that we allocate our resources wisely,
and that we also have sufficient re-
sources to support vital programs to
combat anti-microbial resistance,
which is a worldwide problem of great
urgency and immense proportions, and
to strengthen disease surveillance in
developing countries.

The purpose of this amendment is to
ensure that in addition to providing in-
creased funding above the current lev-
els for programs to combat TB and ma-
laria, we are also able to at least main-
tain, and preferable increase funding
for anti-microbial resistance and sur-
veillance. My hope is that effects of
this amendment will only be tem-
porary, that we will receive a higher
allocation in the Conference, and that
we will then be able to provide higher
levels of funding for all of these criti-
cally important health activities.

PLACING CHECHNYA ON THE
AGENDA OF THE G-7 SUMMIT

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, 1
rise today to once again draw attention
to the continuing war in Chechnya and
to urge the Administration to include
Chechnya high on the agenda at next
months G-7 summit.

Colleagues, last Wednesday | met
with Mr. ll-yas AK-ma-dov who was
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here to present a peace proposal on be-
half of the Chechen people. This peace
proposal calls for the immediate intro-
duction of a formal cease-fire, the for-
mation of an international commission
to investigate allegations of war
crimes on both sides of the conflict,
and the start of political negotiations
through the mediation of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in
Europe. Mr. Ak-ma-dov relayed to me
his serious concern at the desperation
of the people in Chechnya, and noted
that many of the recent suicide at-
tacks we have heard about are a direct
result of that desperation.

Mr. President, colleagues, we must
seize every opportunity, including the
upcoming G-7 summit, to continue to
relay our serious concerns with the in-
transigence of the Russian Federation
to acknowledge the concerns of the
international community. The G-7
summit, which became the G-8 with
the inclusion of the Russian Federa-
tion, is an association of democratic
societies with advanced economies. Al-
though Russia is not yet a liberal de-
mocracy or an advanced economy, it
was invited to take part in this summit
in encourage its democratic evolution.
Today as | watch Russia continue to
deny international human rights mon-
itors access to Chechnya in defiance of
the international community, | must
question that evoluation.

In February this body passed
Rsolution 262 which called on President
Putin to allow international monitors
immediate, full, and unimpeded access
into and around Chechnya to report on
the situation there and to investigate
alleged atrocities and war crimes. In
March, the Council of Europe Par-
liamentary Assembly suspended the
voting rights of Russia due to the large
number of reports of human rights vio-
lations in Chechnya. And Mr. Presi-
dent, at the 56th Session of the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights last
April, the Commission harshly criti-
cized the Russian military’s behavior
in Chechnya. The Commission ap-
proved a Resolution calling on the Rus-
sian government to establish a com-
mission of inquiry into human rights
abuses in Chechnya and mandating vis-
its to Chechnya by U.N. special envoys
on torture, political Killings, and vio-
lence against women. Yet, despite all
this condemnation, Russia continues to
ignore our requests.

The war in Chechnya from 1994-1996
left over 80,000 civilians dead. The num-
ber of deaths of innocent civilians rises
daily as the current war continues.
This is due not only to fighting, but to
the inability of international organiza-
tions to easily distribute much needed
humanitarian aid. A recent report from
the U.N. High Commission on Refugees
noted that elderly and sick people in
the capital Grozny have difficulty
reaching soup kitchens which are scat-
tered throughout the city due to con-
tinued fighting. Russia has closed in-
vestigations into alleged human rights
abuses by Russian soldiers citing a
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lack of evidence, and none of the U.N.
mandated special envoys to Chechnya
have been given access to the area.
Just three weeks ago customs officials
in Moscow confiscated an Amnesty
International report on human rights
violations in Chechnya.

Mr. President, this body and the
international community has consist-
ently spoken out demanding the Rus-
sian government allow into Chechnya
international human rights monitors.
It is important that we not turn silent
now.

In her address to the U.N. Human
Rights Commission in March, Sec-
retary Albright said that no nation
should feel threatened by the Commis-
sion’s work since its task is to support
the right of people everywhere to con-
trol their own destinies, and that the
Commission asks only that its mem-
bers play by global rules. Mr. Presi-
dent, colleagues, the United States
must seize the opportunity of next
month’s G-7 summit in Japan to once
again demand that Russia play by
these rules. Our leadership within the
G-7 and in the international commu-
nity deserves no less. The people of
Chechnya deserve no less.

Mr. President, | had a chance to meet
with the Foreign Minister from
Chechnya last week. | promised him
that, as a Senator, | would speak out
on the floor about what is happening in
Chechnya. Just to summarize, the For-
eign Minister came here with a pro-
posal. It is a proposal that really calls
for a cease-fire, calls for a political set-
tlement, calls for international observ-
ers to be there.

What | want to say on the floor of the
Senate is that this is a brutal war.
Many innocent people have been Killed.
Certainly, some of the Chechans are re-
sponsible for the murder of Russians;
but, overall, what we have seen is a
tremendous loss of life, the decimation
of a country. | have sent letters to
Putin. | have spoken out about this. |
think it is a human rights question. |
call upon our Government, in par-
ticular, to be much more actively in-
volved in trying to bring about some
resolution to this conflict.

There are entirely too many innocent
people paying the price. Entirely too
many innocent people are losing their
lives. | think it is a role for our Gov-
ernment to push for some kind of a
peaceful settlement. I know we need to
negotiate with Putin and be in contact
with the Russian Government and
work with them. | am all for that. | am
not at all interested in rekindling a
cold war. My father is a Jewish immi-
grant who fled Russia. But | also be-
lieve we should not turn our gaze away
from what is happening in Chechnya.

We ought to make it crystal clear to
the Russian Government that the
wholesale violation of human rights
and torture and murder of innocent
people is simply not acceptable. The
sooner there is some kind of a political
settlement, the better off the people in
Chechnya and Russia and the world
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will be. | don’t believe there is any evi-
dence at all that this military cam-
paign is going to work. Violence begets
violence. Violence is met with vio-
lence.

I think our Government can play a
more positive role than we have
played. For the Senate today, | call on
the Secretary of State and President
Clinton to be much more actively in-
volved in trying to bring about a reso-
lution to this conflict.

NECESSARILY ABSENT

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, last
Friday | was necessarily absent from
the Senate to survey recent flood dam-
age in North Dakota. For a period of
three days, rain, hail and tornadoes in-
undated northeast North Dakota and,
sadly, four people lost their lives. My
duty was to my constituents who were
in the middle of another devastating
natural disaster. As a result, | missed
one vote Friday morning.

For the record, had | been present, |
would have voted yes on adoption of
the conference report to S. 761, the
Electronic Signatures Act. The legisla-
tion will have an important impact on
the electronic marketplace and how
business is conducted via the Internet.
My vote would not have changed the
outcome of this vote.

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
June 20, 2000, the Federal debt stood at
$5,653,559,850,881.99 (Five trillion, six
hundred fifty-three billion, five hun-
dred fifty-nine million, eight hundred
fifty thousand, eight hundred eighty-
one dollars and ninety-nine cents).

Five years ago, June 20, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,895,341,000,000
(Four trillion, eight hundred ninety-
five billion, three hundred forty-one
million).

Ten years ago, June 20, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,121,083,000,000
(Three trillion, one hundred twenty-
one billion, eighty-three million).

Fifteen years ago, June 20, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,761,499,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred sixty-one
billion, four hundred ninety-nine mil-

lion).
Twenty-five years ago, June 20, 1975,
the Federal debt stood at

$525,258,000,000 (Five hundred twenty-
five billion, two hundred fifty-eight
million) which reflects a debt increase

of more than $5 trillion—
$5,128,301,850,881.99 (Five trillion, one
hundred twenty-eight billion, three

hundred one million, eight hundred
fifty thousand, eight hundred eighty-
one dollars and ninety-nine cents) dur-
ing the past 25 years.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER
AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
PROGRAM

® Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, it is my

pleasure to talk to you today about the
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Career and Technical Education Pro-
gram in Walla Walla, Washington. Stu-
dents in this program are learning
skills that are highly important in the
working world and will give them a leg
up on the competition as they enter
the workforce. This program has made
a tremendous impact on the school’s
learning environment and also gives
students an incentive to stay in school.

Fifteen years ago, the faculty at
Walla Walla High School wanted to
create a program in which students
would gain practical knowledge to sup-
plement what is learned in the tradi-
tional classroom setting. The Career
and Technical Education Program, cre-
ated with the help of grant money,
gives students the opportunity to gain
technical skills along with the school’s
curriculum.

For example, students enrolled in
anatomy or physiology class can put
their knowledge to work by taking
Sports Medicine where they learn
about treating sports injuries, CPR and
other first aid skills. In addition, tech-
nology labs have been interwoven into
the curriculum to teach robotics, flight
simulation, and bridge analysis to en-
hance math and physics classes.
Through this programs, students can
see a direct link between their work in
the classroom to a potential job.

Gerald Cummins, Director of Career
and Technical Education, says the Ca-
reer and Technical Education Program
has drastically improved the college
bound population in Walla Walla over
the last fifteen years. ‘“‘Fifteen years
ago, there were barely any kids con-
tinuing on to the college level. Now
most Kkids are achieving college credits
through our program before even being
accepted into college.”

The faculty at Walla Walla High
School also has established strong
communication between parents, the
school and community members, giv-
ing students a sense of support that
will encourage them to continue in
their academic pursuits.

Much credit should be given to the
vision of the Walla Walla School Board
and staff who have worked to ensure
high standards of teaching. They have
found new ways to improve upon their
curriculum and provided excellent op-
portunities for each student to expand
his or her horizons.e

TRIBUTE TO RONALD L. FREE-
LAND, NEWLY ELECTED PRESI-
DENT OF THE CONFERENCE OF
MINORITY TRANSPORTATION OF-
FICIALS

® Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, | rise
today to pay tribute to a dedicated and
respected leader in public transpor-
tation, Ronald L. Freeland, Adminis-
trator for the Mass Transit Adminis-
tration of the Maryland Department of
Transportation. Ron has recently been
chosen to be President of the Board of
the National Conference of Minority
Transportation Officials, COMTO, and |
would like to express my appreciation
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for the work he has done for Maryland,
and my congratulations and best wish-
es as he assumes his new leadership re-
sponsibilities.

Throughout his career, Ron Freeland
has demonstrated an unwavering com-
mitment to ensuring quality transpor-
tation in Maryland. Since 1997, Ron has
overseen the Mass Transit Administra-
tion, MTA, which operates the bus,
light rail, Metro, and MARC systems
throughout the Baltimore-Washington
area—systems that provide transpor-
tation services to 355,000 people every
day. Prior to his service at MTA, Ron
was Administrator of the Motor Vehi-
cle Administration, where he made key
reforms in that agency’s operations, in-
cluding improvements in the operation
of the Vehicle Emissions Inspection
Program. His public service also in-
cludes tenure as Director of Operations
at MTA, membership on the Board of
Directors for the Maryland Transpor-
tation Authority, and membership on
the Board of the Canton Railroad.
Well-maintained highways and reliable
transit systems provide safe travel
daily for millions of Americans, and |
want to commend Ron for his dedica-
tion to improving transportation serv-
ices in Maryland. | have known Ron for
many years and have had the oppor-
tunity to work closely with him on
many issues affecting transportation in
Maryland. 1 have found him to be a
dedicated public servant and a stead-
fast ally to the friends of public trans-
portation.

In addition to his work for the people
of Maryland, Ron has fought tirelessly
for equality within the transportation
community. He is about to assume
leadership of the Conference of Minor-
ity Transportation Officials, a national
organization founded in 1971, which
now boasts over 2,000 members and
over 25 local chapters throughout the
United States. Ron has been working
with COMTO for almost twenty years,
and has demonstrated unyielding devo-
tion to COMTO’s dual mission of
achieving inclusion and upward mobil-
ity for minorities and women within
the industry, and advocating for citi-
zens and groups who are underserved
by existing transportation services. His
leadership and integrity in this pursuit
inspired the members of COMTO to
choose Ron as National President—and
they could not have made a better
choice. | am confident that, as Presi-
dent, Ron will inspire his colleagues
across the country to dedicate them-
selves to ensuring minorities and
women equal access to transportation
jobs and services. It is the courage and
hard work of people like Ron Freeland
that will make certain no one is left
behind as the transportation industry
evolves to meet America’s growing
needs in the 21st century.e
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