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have served their country. They are
the greatest generation ever. But this
action comes on top of eliminating the
earnings test, which was a $22 billion
proposal over 10. | voted for that. There
were 100 of us on this floor who voted
for that. It was a reasonable thing to
do. But if you look at the diminishing
amount of money we invest every sin-
gle year through our appropriations ac-
counts, and you look at that trend con-
tinuing to go further and further down,
it gets harder and harder to say we are
endowing our future the way our par-
ents endowed the future for us.

Mr. President, | did not want any-
body to suffer the illusion that | do not
care about our military retirees. | do.
There were good fiscal reasons why not
to support the amendment, but | hope
as we go into conference we do not get
lulled into thinking the only thing we
have to do to recruit and retain people
in our Armed Forces is to provide some
pecuniary reimbursement that enables
them to feel they are getting rewarded
in some way that is competitive with
what they can get in the marketplace.
I yield the floor.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I am
glad to hear the Senator’s statement. |
inform my friend, | spent a substantial
portion of the day discussing how to
meet the problems associated with the
feelings of so many people in the mili-
tary that there were, in fact, substan-
tial commitments made that lead on
into the future as enormous costs as
compared to the costs of the past.

We need to have a commission of
some kind. | hope after the Senator
steps down from this body that he
might see fit to be one who will help
take on the task of defining the com-
mitments that were made and how we
fulfill them. | say that because in the
past, many of those benefits were paid
out of the Veterans Affairs Department
from veterans benefits. They are now
coming from the Defense funds, and if
they grow at the rate it appears they
are going to grow, they are going to se-
riously hamper our ability to mod-
ernize our force and our systems and
defend our country as it must be in
this century.

Mr. KERREY. Mr. President, | appre-
ciate the comments. There is no ques-
tion that should be a very big concern
of the conferees because Senator WAR-
NER yesterday, when we were debating
this issue, expressed his understanding
that this would increase the require-
ment to build additional military hos-
pitals and military health care facili-
ties. This will shift the burden of pay-
ing for health care from Medicare over
to the Defense budget.

There is no question that is the case.
| say to the Senator, | remember talk-
ing to my recruiter very well. | remem-
ber the day | sat in front of a Navy re-
cruiter and he said to me: Join the
Navy; see the world. He made all kinds
of promises to me. | have not sued my
Government because they did not give
me a chance to see the world.

I believe the Senator is right. There
were some legitimate written promises
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made, and if there were legitimate
written promises that were made, then
we ought to make certain we keep
those commitments.

Sometimes it becomes much more a
political rhetoric than it becomes re-
ality. |1 do think, whether it is a vet-
eran or whether it is some other Amer-
ican, one of the hardest things for us to
do when somebody asks us for some-
thing is to say no. The Senator from
Alaska has had to do that many times
in his career in the Senate. ‘“‘I want
some of the taxpayers’ money to do
something’ and the Senator has had to
repeatedly say no.

It is not easy to do that. It is too
easy for us to get caught up, when we
talk about making sure we take care of
our retirees, in the feeling that you
just cannot say no.

I argue that the answer is you can
say no, and there are times you need to
say no. If you do not say no, it is going
to be difficult for us to keep our force
modernized and weapons systems mod-
ernized and our people who are in the
services well paid.

Again, | say to my friend, the thing I
fear—and | will say it directly—is we
have a declining number of people who
have been in the services in the Con-
gress. | am very much aware it is easy
to say: Gee, | have to do this; | wasn’t
in the service, | have to do this.

I had to say | did not join the Navy
because they promised me health care
benefits, retirement benefits, and
promised me | could go to school on
the GI bill. That was not the contract.
It was all there.

People say: We owe you. No. | have a
bigger debt to my country than my
country has to me. It is a very impor-
tant attitude for us to instill not just
in our young people but retirees as
well. We have to be very careful that in
doing something we do not undercut
the most important reason men and
women come into the Armed Forces.
We ought to praise them. We ought to
recognize that and not forget it is still
a very big reason people serve.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, again |
thank the Senator. His statement re-
flects the comments | made in the
meetings today. | do hope we can ad-
dress this subject. I find it odd that
many of the people who are raising the
issues and talking about the commit-
ments that were made in the war in
which Senator INOUYE and | served
were not alive then, but they are tell-
ing us what the commitments were. We
ought to make certain we fulfill all of
those commitments, but we have to
have a definition of what they really
were.

Mr. President, | suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, for the
leader, 1 ask unanimous consent that
the Senate now proceed to a period of
morning business, with Senators being
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BACKGROUND CHECKS IN 1999

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, last week-
end, a new report was released by the
Justice Department about the suc-
cesses of the Brady Law. The Brady
Law requires that a prospective gun
purchaser undergo a criminal back-
ground check before obtaining any fire-
arm from a federal firearms licensee.
The law is intended to prevent felons,
fugitives, domestic abusers, and other
prohibited persons from gaining access
to guns. The new information brought
the number of purchase rejections up
to more than half a million since en-
actment of the Brady Law in 1994.

According to the report, the number
one reason for rejection was because
the applicant either had a felony con-
viction or was under felony indictment.
Of the approximately 200,000 purchase
rejections in 1999, almost three-quar-
ters, or 150,000 were denied for this rea-
son. The second most common cause
for rejection was a domestic violence
misdemeanor conviction or restraining
order, accounting for approximately
13% of rejections or 27,000 applications.
Other applicants were denied the abil-
ity to purchase guns because of fugi-

tive status, mental illness or dis-
ability, drug addiction, or state or
local prohibition. In total, in 1999

alone, the Brady Law kept more than
200,000 guns off the streets and out of
the hands of prohibited purchasers.

The Brady Act has been effective but
its success has been undermined by a
loophole in the law that allows crimi-
nals to purchase guns from non-li-
censed sellers. That loophole allows
felons, fugitives or other prohibited
persons to purchase guns at gun shows
without undergoing background
checks. It is a loophole often exploited
by those with objectionable back-
grounds, some of whose applications
have already been rejected by federal,
state, or local law enforcement agen-
cies.

Congress made significant strides to
reduce the level of gun violence by en-
acting the Brady Act, but now it’s time
to finish the job. Congress must close
the gunshow loophole, otherwise the
successes of Brady are weakened. As a
reporter in my home state of Michigan
said yesterday, ‘‘the same statistics
that demonstrate the usefulness of the
background checks that have been in
place since passage of the Brady bill
cry out for closure of the loopholes
that allow criminals turned away by li-
censed dealers to purchase guns with
impunity elsewhere.”

I urge Congress to close the gun show
loophole and stop undermining law en-
forcement’s ability to keep guns off the
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streets and out of the hands of dan-
gerous criminals.

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it has been
more than a year since the Columbine
tragedy, but still this Republican Con-
gress refuses to act on sensible gun leg-
islation.

Since Columbine, thousands of Amer-
icans have been killed by gunfire. Until
we act, Democrats in the Senate will
read some of the names of those who
lost their lives to gun violence in the
past year, and we will continue to do so
every day that the Senate is session.

In the name of those who died, we
will continue this fight. Following are
the names of some of the people who
were Kkilled by gunfire one year ago
today.

(These names come from a report pre-
pared by the United States Conference
of Mayors. The report includes data
from 100 U.S. cities between April 20,
1999, and March 20, 2000. The 100 cities
covered range in size from Chicago, II-
linois, which has a population of more
than 2.7 million to Bedford Heights,
Ohio, with a population of about 11,800)
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Clarence Dorsey, 31, Oakland, CA

Daniel Estrada, 18, Houston, TX

James Holston, 32, Dallas, TX

Cesaley Howard, 25, Philadelphia, PA

Artis Ingram, 24, Seattle, WA

Larone Jackson, Pine Bluff, AR

Michael A. Jones, 25, Memphis, TN

Corwin Mathews, San Francisco, CA

Bennie McRae, 59, Miami-Dade Coun-
ty, FL

Cornelius McCurry, 19, Chicago, IL

Edwin Medina, 21, Miami-Dade Coun-
ty, FL

Bayardo Monterrey, 38, Miami-Dade
County, FL

Rowland Patrick, 25, Nashville, TN

John Sandifer, 20, Chicago, IL

Patricia Whitfield, 50, Seattle, WA

Champagne Younger, 6, Seattle, WA

Unidentified male, 74, Bellingham,
WA

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, June 7, 2000, the Federal debt
stood at $5,645,678,929,300.91 (Five tril-
lion, six hundred forty-five billion, six
hundred seventy-eight million, nine
hundred twenty-nine thousand, three
hundred dollars and ninety-one cents).

One year ago, June 7, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,606,739,000,000
(Five trillion, six hundred six billion,
seven hundred thirty-nine million).

Five years ago, June 7, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,902,044,000,000
(Four trillion, nine hundred two bil-
lion, forty-four million).

Ten years ago, June 7, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,124,978,000,000
(Three trillion, one hundred twenty-
four billion, nine hundred seventy-
eight million).
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Fifteen years ago, June 7, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,769,118,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred sixty-nine
billion, one hundred eighteen million)
which reflects a debt increase of al-
most $4  trillion—$3,876,560,929,300.91
(Three trillion, eight hundred seventy-
six billion, five hundred sixty million,
nine hundred twenty-nine thousand,
three hundred dollars and ninety-one
cents) during the past 15 years.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF
COMMUNITY AWARDS

® Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, | re-
cently had the honor to serve as na-
tional co-chair, along with Senator
Byron Dorgan, of the National Selec-
tion Committee for the Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards. This
wonderful program, sponsored in part-
nership by The Prudential Insurance
Company of America and the National
Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals, recognizes outstanding young
volunteers at the state and national
level. Two state winners, one high
school student and one middle school
student, receive a $1,000 scholarship, a
silver medallion, and a 4-day all ex-
pense paid trip to Washington, D.C. for
themselves and their parents.

Chairing the National Selection
Committee was both an eye-opening
and a heart-warming experience. Read-
ing about these young people’s volun-
teer efforts, the remarkable sacrifices
they made for the benefit of their com-
munities, and the lessons they learned
reaffirmed my faith in the generosity
of the American spirit and in our fu-
ture. | would like to commend Maine’s
two Spirit of Community award win-
ners, Desirae Plourde of Fort Kent and
Zachary Growe of Hampden, for being
real American heroes.

Desirae, a senior at Fort Kent Com-
munity High School, has spent over
1,500 hours serving as a sign language
interpreter for a hearing-impaired
classmate who plays on her school’s
basketball, baseball, and soccer teams.
Desirae, the only other student who
knows sign language, attended a game
one day and noticed how her friend
struggled to understand her coach and
fellow players, and how frustrated the
team became when trying to commu-
nicate. She offered to interpret for him
so that he could continue to play
sports, and the school could benefit
from his athletic talent. *‘I was in-
spired to help because | saw my friend
was in need and how much he loved
playing the game,” Desirae said. “‘I
share in his joy when he makes a great
play and when the team wins.”’

Zachary, an eighth grader at Reeds
Brook Middle School in Hampden,
helped coordinate a campaign that col-
lected 800 used books for needy chil-
dren. Zach says he enjoys reading so
much that he can’t imagine not owning
a book. When his class decided to plan
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a service project, he pushed for a book
drive. Zach and his fellow students
wrote a plan and a time line, contacted
school officials, designed promotional
signs, and decorated book drop boxes.
In the end, the drive yielded more than
four times its original goal of 200
books. Zach and the group delivered
the books to many area organizations
including a local pediatric ward, and
the local chapter of United Cerebral
Palsy.

I am very proud of Maine’s two hon-
orees, Desirae and Zach, and congratu-
late them for answering the call of
service and making a real difference in
their communities.®
e Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I'd like
to take a moment to tell you about
some wonderful kids. Recently, two
youth volunteers from each state, in-
cluding the District of Columbia and
Puerto Rico, came to Washington, D.C.
with their parents. They were being
recognized at the Fifth Annual Pruden-
tial Spirit of Community Awards for
their outstanding acts of community
service.

These Kkids are heroes. They set the
example of selflessness and caring for
others to follow and it was truly inspir-
ing to hear their stories of service to
the public and their communities. |
was honored to serve as co-chair of the
National Selection Committee along
with Senator SUSAN COLLINS.

Ten students were chosen as National
Honorees—five high school and five
middle school students—and each re-
ceived $5,000, a gold medallion and a
crystal trophy for their school. The ten
honorees will also have a total of
$250,000 in toys and clothing dedicated
to needy children in their names.

I'd especially like to congratulate
the two volunteers chosen as finalists
from my state of North Dakota: Jason
Koth of Grand Forks and Scot Miller of
Fargo.

Jason, a senior at Grand Forks Red
River High School, wrote, produced and
directed a play to raise funds for the
Make-A-Wish Foundation. It was called
“The Sun in My Eyes” and he wrote
this play in memory of his handicapped
brother. Jason said, ‘“‘I wanted to tell
people to stop fighting over unimpor-
tant things and start opening their
eyes to the beautiful people that sur-
round them.” His play raised over
$1,300 for the foundation and helped
send a terminally ill child on his dream
trip to Disney World.

Scot, a ninth grader at Discovery
Junior High in Fargo, became involved
in several volunteer projects to help
his community. When he learned that
the public library needed donations to
complete its expansion plan, Scot led a
recycling drive to raise money and cre-
ated an ongoing recycling program in
his neighborhood. He is also president
of his school’s Builder’s Club, a student
organization dedicated to promoting
volunteer efforts within his commu-
nity. During his summer months, Scot
spends four hours a day volunteering as
a junior recreation leader for the local
parks department.
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