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Restore SSI eligibility for legal im-
migrants who arrived here after Au-
gust 1996 and become disabled after en-
tering the country; and

Restore food stamp eligibility for all
pre-August 1996 legal immigrants.

This is a vital bill, but the majority
has declined even to hold a hearing on
it since it was introduced in April 1999.
It is difficult to tell whether this inac-
tion results from indifference to the
plight of these legal immigrants, or
from a belief on the majority’s part
that immigrants come here to take ad-
vantage of the social safety net that
our country offers. If it is the latter, I
would recommend to my colleagues to
remarks made by former Housing and
Urban Development Secretary and Re-
publican Vice-Presidential candidate
Jack Kemp at a recent press conference
designed to highlight the need for Con-
gress to take action on a variety of im-
migration legislation. Mr. Kemp said
that immigrants do not come to the
United States because of its welfare
system—they come here because they
want to make a better life for them-
selves through hard work. I would add,
and I'm sure that Jack Kemp would
agree, that they often come here to ex-
perience political freedom they cannot
obtain in their own countries.

Detention: The ITRIRA made the de-
tention of asylum seekers who arrive
without proper documents mandatory
until they establish a credible fear of
persecution. It allowed the INS no dis-
cretion, even where asylum applicants
had relatives willing to take them in
and spare the government the cost of
detaining them, or even where the asy-
lum applicants were children. It took
this step even though the INS had al-
ready issued regulations that pre-
vented asylum applicants from work-
ing while their applications were pend-
ing—a step that had drastically re-
duced the filing of frivolous applica-
tions.

This detention mandate has created
serious strains for the INS and has led
to often inhumane conditions for peo-
ple who are fleeing persecution. For ex-
ample, in October 1998, the Miami Her-
ald reported that the INS—under the
pressures created by the 1996 law—had
Warehoused some of its detainees to a
local jail in the Florida Panhandle.
The jailers there constructed an ‘‘elec-
tric blanket’ that it ‘“‘placed over de-
tainees, who [were] then subjected to
intense electric shocks.”” These asylum
seekers were forced to remain under
the blanket ‘‘for hours, worried about
repeated shocks, and when refused
bathroom privileges, they often soiled
themselves. They [also] endured
broken bones, racial slurs, and attacks
with Mace and pepper spray.”’

The Refugee Protection Act, which I
talked about earlier, also addresses the
detention issue. It clarifies that the
Attorney General is not obligated to
detain asylum seekers while their
claims are being procesed—the bill pre-
serves the Attorney General’s ability
to do so, but does not encourage deten-
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tion. Asylum seekers are not criminals
and they do not deserve to be impris-
oned or detained without cause. Deten-
tion may be appropriate in rare cases,
but it should be used sparingly. Deten-
tion is also extraordinarily costly for
the taxpayers; indeed, the Department
of Justice has projected that by the
year 2001 it will need bed space for
24,000 INS detainees. The current pol-
icy is a humanitarian and fiscal fail-
ure, and we must reform it.

Conclusion: Although I am proud of
the legislation we pass today, we have
equally necessary and more chal-
lenging tasks ahead of us if we truly
want to address the damage done by
the laws passed in 1996. I urge my col-
leagues to focus on these issues and to
work during the time we have remain-
ing in this Congress to create sensible
immigration laws. Let us not leave it
to another Congress to fix the mistakes
the majority made 4 years ago.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read a
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating to the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4489) was read the third
time and passed.

—————

HONORING SENIOR JUDGE DANIEL
H. THOMAS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 316, submitted earlier
by Senators SESSIONS and SHELBY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 316) honoring Senior
Judge Daniel H. Thomas of the United States
District Court of the Southern District of
Alabama.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I am famil-
iar with this particular judge. He was
from Mobile, AL, 40 miles from my
hometown of Pascagoula, MS. He
served long and honorably, having
reached a grand old age of 94. He was
known particularly for his expertise in
admiralty. He will be sincerely missed
by those who have known him over the
years as a Federal judge.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
and any statements relating to the res-
olution be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 316

Whereas Daniel H. Thomas devoted his life
to the dedicated and principled service of his
country, his State, and his community;
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Whereas Daniel H. Thomas, a native of
Prattville, Alabama, was born August 25,
1906, to Judge C.E. Thomas and Augusta
Pratt.

Whereas Daniel H. Thomas obtained his
law degree from the University of Alabama
in 1928, where his uncle, Daniel H. Pratt,
served as President pro tem of the Board of
Trustees of the University;

Whereas Daniel H. Thomas, having served
his country with distinction for 3 years as a
Navy Lieutenant during World War II, re-
turned to Mobile, Alabama and continued in
the practice of law with Mr. Joseph C. Lyons
and Sam Pipes in the law firm of Lyons,
Thomas and Pipes until he was elevated to
the Federal bench;

Whereas Daniel H. Thomas was appointed a
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of Alabama by President Tru-
man in 1951, joining in distinguished judicial
service his father, C.E. Thomas, who was a
probate judge of Augusta County, Alabama,
his uncle, William Thomas, who served the
State of Alabama as a Supreme Court Jus-
tice, and his uncle, J. Render Thomas, who
served many years as the Clerk of the Su-
preme Court of Alabama;

Whereas 49 years of judicial service made
Judge Thomas one of the longest serving
Federal judges in American history;

Whereas the years of distinguished judicial
service by Judge Thomas were characterized
by unflinching integrity and unquestioned
legal ability;

Whereas in a time of great political and so-
cial turmoil, Judge Thomas inspired contin-
ued respect for the rule of law established
under the Constitution of the United States,
and for the propositions that ‘‘all men are
created equal’ and deserve ‘‘equal protection
of the laws’ by faithfully adhering to the
precedents of the United States Supreme
Court, even when such actions were not pop-
ular;

Whereas the depth of legal scholarship ex-
hibited by Judge Thomas led him to become
one of the most respected experts in the na-
tion in the important field of Admiralty
Law;

Whereas the reach of service by Judge
Thomas to his country extended beyond his
courtroom to his community through his ac-
tive leadership as a founding trustee of the
Ashland Place Methodist Church in Mobile,
Alabama, and to America’s youth through
his efforts in support of the Boy Scouts of
America;

Whereas Judge Thomas, a man who en-
joyed the outdoors, being an accomplished
fisherman and quail hunter, exhibited great
common sense, had a vibrant sense of humor,
and was extremely friendly and thoughtful of
others, thereby truly fitting the description
of a true ‘‘southern gentleman’’;

Whereas Judge Thomas truly was a great
judge whose life was the law, and who was
loved and respected by members of the bar
and community to a degree seldom reached
and never surpassed;

Whereas Judge Thomas passed away at his
home in Mobile, Alabama, on Thursday,
April 13, 2000;

Whereas the members of the Senate extend
our deepest sympathies to the wife of Judge
Thomas, Catherine Miller Thomas, his 2
sons, Daniel H. Thomas, Jr. and Merrill P.
Thomas, other family members, and a host
of friends that he had across the country;
and

Whereas in the example of Judge Daniel H.
Thomas, the American people have an endur-
ing symbol of moral courage, judicial re-
straint, and public service: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate honors the memory of Judge
Daniel H. Thomas for his exemplary service
to his country; and
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(2) the Secretary of the Senate is directed
to transmit a copy of this resolution to the
family of the deceased.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session to consider the fol-
lowing nominations reported by the
Armed Services Committee: Calendar
Nos. 526 and 527.

I further ask unanimous consent that
the nominations be confirmed, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, any statements relating to the
nominations be printed in the RECORD,
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

ARMY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army as Dean of
the Academic Board, United States Military
Academy, and for appointment to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 4335:

To be brigadier general
Col. Daniel J. Kaufman, 0000.
NAVY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be admiral
Vice Adm. Robert J. Natter, 0000.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, Senator
REED, who is in the Chamber, has per-
sonal knowledge of one of these nomi-
nees. He wants to make a statement at
this time.

Mr. REED. I thank the majority
leader for his kindness.

Mr. President, I am fortunate enough
to know both of these gentlemen: Adm.
Bob Natter, an extraordinary naval of-
ficer who has been confirmed as a four-
star admiral; and, most particularly, I
am Dpleased that my colleagues have
confirmed the nomination of Col. Dan-
iel Kaufman to be a brigadier general
in the U.S. Army and dean of the Aca-
demic Board at West Point.

I have known Dan Kaufman for over
30 years. I was a plebe at West Point in
Company C-2 when he was a first
classman in the summer 1967. He is an
extraordinary individual, a great sol-
dier, a distinguished scholar.

I also recognize the gentleman whom
he is succeeding, Gen. Fletcher
LamkKkin, who is the current dean. Gen-
eral Lamkin has done an outstanding
job at West Point. I thank him for his
service.

But I am delighted to be able to
stand here in the well of the Senate to
commend Dan Kaufman. He is a soldier
first, a soldier of war above everything
else.

After graduating from West Point in
1968, he volunteered for training as an

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Army ranger. He sought an assignment
as an armor officer. He was a platoon
leader with the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment in Vietnam.

He received a Bronze Star for valor in
action and received two Purple Hearts
leading his platoon in Vietnam.

He returned to the Army in the
United States and pursued his graduate
education at the Kennedy School at
Harvard, and once again Dan Kaufman
and I were together. After he received
his master’s degree at Harvard, and
subsequent service with the 82nd Air-
borne Division, he received a Ph.D. in
political science at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.

He combines these two virtues and
values: A soldier’s soldier and a schol-
ar’s scholar.

He is the ideal choice for the dean-
ship at West Point today, for a school
in transformation, for an Army in
transformation. As a soldier, he has
seen war. He understands that one of
the greatest privileges an American
can ever have is the privilege of lead-
ing American soldiers. Also, one of the
greatest honors an American can have
is to lead those soldiers well. He has
won such an honor.

He is also someone who is in touch
with the greater Army. He is someone
that has been actively involved in nu-
merous issues that deal with the Army,
not just academically but very much in
its day-to-day activities.

He is not an ivory tower scholar. He
is an actively engaged soldier. He will
instill in the cadets vital skills: the
ability to analyze a changing world;
and a zest to learn throughout their ca-
reers, and to help the Army and move
it forward.

He is also a family man. His wife
Kathryn, his son David, his daughter
Emily—they all serve too, and serve
the Army extraordinarily well.

The mission at West Point is to train
young men and women of character for
a career of selfless service to the Army
and the Nation.

Dan Kaufman will expand that mis-
sion and move it forward for a genera-
tion of West Point cadets who will
enter our Army and will do so better
prepared, as soldiers who are able to
lead as thoughtful members of our
military forces.

And something else. Because of his
example, because of the choices he will
make, their hearts and their lives will
march to a very simple but profound
cadence: Duty, honor, country.

I thank the majority leader and yield
back my time.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.

———————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 6,
2000

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate

S4505

completes its business today it stand in
adjournment, under the provisions of
House Concurrent Resolution 336, until
10 a.m. on Tuesday, June 6. I further
ask consent that on Tuesday, imme-
diately following the prayer, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
and the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day. I
further ask consent that the Senate
then proceed to a period of morning
business until 12:30 p.m., with Senators
speaking for up to 5 minutes each, with
the following exceptions: Senator DUR-
BIN, or his designee, from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m.; and Senator THOMAS, or his des-
ignee, from 11 a.m. until 12 noon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. I further ask unanimous
consent that the Senate stand in recess
from the hours of 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.
for the weekly policy conferences to
meet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2000

Mr. LOTT. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I now
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate stand in adjournment under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 5:20 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
June 6, 2000, at 10 a.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate May 25, 2000:
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE II, SECTION 2, CLAUSE 2,
OF THE CONSTITUTION:

To be rear admiral (lower half)
CAPT. ELEANOR C. MARTANO, 0000

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral (lower half)

CAPT. NANCY E. BROWN, 0000

CAPT. DONALD K. BULLARD, 0000
CAPT. ALBERT M. CALLAND, III, 0000
CAPT. ROBERT T. CONWAY, JR., 0000
CAPT. JOHN P. CRYER, III, 0000

CAPT. THOMAS Q. DONALDSON, V, 0000
CAPT. JOHN J. DONNELLY, 0000

CAPT. STEVEN L. ENEWOLD, 0000
CAPT. JAY C. GAUDIO, 0000

CAPT. CHARLES S. HAMILTON, II, 0000
CAPT. JOHN C. HARVEY, JR., 0000
CAPT. TIMOTHY L. HEELY, 0000

CAPT. CARLTON B. JEWETT, 0000
CAPT. ROSANNE M. LEVITRE, 0000
CAPT. SAMUEL J. LOCKLEAR, III, 0000
CAPT. RICHARD J. MAULDIN, 0000
CAPT. ALEXANDER A. MILLER, 0000
CAPT. MARK R. MILLIKEN, 0000

CAPT. CHRISTOPHER M. MOE, 0000
CAPT. MATTHEW G. MOFFIT, 0000
CAPT. MICHAEL P. NOWAKOWSKI, 0000
CAPT. STEPHEN R. PIETROPAOLI, 0000
CAPT. PAUL J. RYAN, 0000

CAPT. MICHAEL A. SHARP, 0000

CAPT. VINSON E. SMITH, 0000

CAPT. HAROLD D. STARLING, II, 0000
CAPT. JAMES STAVRIDIS, 0000

CAPT. PAUL E. SULLIVAN, 0000

CAPT. MICHAEL C. TRACY, 0000

CAPT. MILES B. WACHENDORF, 0000
CAPT. JOHN J. WAICKWICZ, 0000
CAPT. ANTHONY L. WINNS, 0000

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

ROBERT S. LARUSSA, OF MARYLAND, TO BE UNDER
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
VICE DAVID L. AARON, RESIGNED.
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