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to improve their handling of crime vic-
tims as well. However, instead of pass-
ing this important piece of legislation
that would have an immediate impact
on state and local efforts to improve
crime victims services, some in Con-
gress prefer to focus their attention on
proposals to amend the United States
Constitution. I have reservations about
amending the constitution while Con-
gress has the ability to enact legisla-
tion instead to accomplish the same
goal. I am more concerned that this
focus on a constitutional amendment
has slowed the pace of crime victim
legislation over the past several years.
It is critical that Congress pass and the
President sign into law the Crime Vic-
tims Assistance Act this year.

In addition to the Crime Victims As-
sistance Act, Congress must pass this
year the Violence Against Women Re-
authorization Act (VAWA II). Since en-
actment of the Violence Against
Women Act in 1994, the number of forc-
ible rapes of women have declined, and
the number of sexual assaults nation-
wide have gone down as well. South
Dakota organizations have received
$6.7 million in federal funding for do-
mestic abuse programs and $1.6 million
in federal funding for battered women’s
shelters.

Despite the success of the Violence
Against Women Act, domestic abuse
and violence against women continue
to plague our communities. Consider
the fact that a woman is raped every
five minutes in this country and more
women are injured by domestic vio-
lence each year than by automobile ac-
cidents and cancer deaths combined.
Local and state officials should have
access to more—not fewer—resources
to address domestic violence, and it is
critical that programs authorized
through VAWA II receive stable levels
of funding for the next five years.

Supporters of a constitutional
amendment for crime victims have
withdrawn their proposal from consid-
eration on the Senate floor this year. I
am hopeful that my colleagues will
seize this opportunity to continue the
very valuable discussion on crime vic-
tims’ rights and work to pass the
Crime Victims Assistance Act and
VAWA II as soon as possible.

————

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, May 10, 2000, the Federal debt
stood at $5,664,193,479,449.87 (Five tril-
lion, six hundred sixty-four billion, one
hundred ninety-three million, four
hundred seventy-nine thousand, four
hundred forty-nine dollars and eighty-
seven cents).

One year ago, April 26, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,571,920,000,000
(Five trillion, five hundred seventy-one
billion, nine hundred twenty million).

Five years ago, May 10, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,856,767,000,000
(Four trillion, eight hundred fifty-six
billion, seven hundred sixty-seven mil-
lion).
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Ten years ago, May 10, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,075,637,000,000
(Three trillion, seventy-five billion, six
hundred thirty-seven million).

Fifteen years ago, May 10, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,739,232,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred thirty-
nine billion, two hundred thirty-two
million) which reflects a debt increase
of almost $4 trillion—
$3,924,961,479,449.87 (Three trillion, nine
hundred twenty-four billion, nine hun-
dred sixty-one million, four hundred
seventy-nine thousand, four hundred
forty-nine dollars and eighty-seven
cents) during the past 15 years.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

ON THE RETIREMENT OF GORDON
C. KERR

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to a member of
my staff, an advisor, and a man I feel
honored to call my friend, Gordon
Kerr.

Gordon, who has served as my Chief
of Staff since 1982, has retired from
government service to join the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation
as the Director of Congressional Af-
fairs. His 17 years as my top aide made
him the dean of Senate Chiefs of Staff.

Gordon has served me for these many
years in a variety of ways. He has been
an invaluable advisor on issues of pub-
lic policy and legislative strategy, as
well as on personal and political mat-
ters. He has a clear-eyed, straight-
forward, right-in-your-face way of eval-
uating issues and events, and express-
ing his opinion about them which
makes it nearly impossible to walk a
bad idea past him. At least not without
his calling you on it.

And yet, the first thing that anyone
who knows Gordon immediately says
is, ‘““what a wonderful human being”’.
How does a plain-speaking, realist like
Gordon, come to be so uniformly re-
garded with such warmth and affec-
tion? It’s simple when you think about
it. Gordon is so open, principled, eth-
ical and kind-hearted in his approach
to the people he comes in contact with
that it is nearly impossible to take of-
fense at his candid advice. I'm re-
minded of what I've read about Robert
Kennedy who also was known both for
his brusque, sometimes harsh candor,
but also for his high principles, and
thoughtful consideration of others.
“My, he is unassimilated, isn’t he?”
poet Robert Lowell was reported to
have said when he first met him.

In all, Gordon spent more than 30
years on Capitol Hill, beginning as a
Legislative Assistant for former-Con-
gressman James Scheuer of New York
in 1970, joining former-Congresswoman
Barbara Jordan of Texas in 1973, and
then working for former-Congressman
Jonathan Bingham of New York from
1973 until 1982, when he joined my staff
as Chief of Staff. Gordon is a graduate
of Yale University with a B.A. degree
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in Political Science and he holds a
Masters degree in Public Administra-
tion with Distinction from American
University, awarded in 1980. He served
in the United States Navy as an Intel-
ligence Officer for three years.

In 1990, Gordon served as my cam-
paign manager. Former Senator Eu-
gene McCarthy, with his wonderful ir-
reverent sense of humor, once re-
marked that practicing politics is a lit-
tle ‘“‘like being a football coach; you
have to be smart enough to understand
the game, but dumb enough to think
it’s important.” Well, Gordon is a bril-
liant strategist, an outstanding
“coach”, and although his acute sense
of humor would appreciate Senator
McCarthy’s self-deprecating quip,
nonetheless he’s always known the im-
portance of the game. He’s proud of the
work he’s done in the Senate as a pub-
lic servant, and rightly so. And, he’s
proud of his work in the world of cam-
paigns and politics, doing his part on
that tough battleground. He was ever-
conscious of the role of politics, which
we sometimes tend to forget, in the ac-
countability which is at the heart of
the democratic system.

Characteristic of Gordon is his abil-
ity to see things from a new, fresh,
sometimes unique angle. In a time
when even the public policy debate is
increasingly driven by political polls,
television sound-bites, and oversim-
plified sloganeering, it was particu-
larly valuable to me to have his con-
tributions. Even when I did not ulti-
mately adopt his viewpoint or accept
his recommendation, having the ben-
efit of Gordon’s input nearly always in-
formed my decisions.

While Gordon has been a dedicated
public servant and loyal and hard-
working employee, his first priority
has always been his wonderful family.
His love of his wife Suzy, his son Char-
lie and daughter Sarah were evident in
his voice whenever he spoke of them
and in the special sparkle in his eyes
when he was with them. I know I speak
not only for myself and the Levin fam-
ily, but for the entire Levin staff and
many in the Senate family, when I say
we will miss Gordon and the Kerr fam-
ily. Fortunately, in his new role at the
National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion he won’t be too far away.

Mr. President, I owe Gordon Kerr a
great debt for the loyal service which
he has performed; and I believe that all
of us here in the Senate, in my home
state of Michigan, and in the nation,
owe a debt of gratitude to him and the
many like him who serve us here. This
tribute to Gordon Kerr, in a small way,
is an effort to recognize that role.®

———
TRIBUTE TO EDWARD KEHORE
e Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President,

today I rise to pay tribute to an ex-
traordinary Vermonter and a deter-
mined leader, Edward Kehoe. Ed Kehoe
was born in Rutland, my hometown, to
the late James and Grace Kehoe and
graduated from Rutland High School
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before serving in the U.S. Army with
the 26th Infantry Regiment during
World War II. As a decorated war hero,
Ed Kehoe returned to Vermont to own
and operate Kehoe’s Diner in Hydeville.

Ed Kehoe served as the town man-
ager of Castleton from 1955 to 1965 be-
fore being elected the Vermont House
for a single term. In August 1965, Ed
Kehoe was appointed to head the Fish
and Game Department where he served
as the Vermont fish and wildlife com-
missioner under four governors until
he retired in August 1982. He was an
avid sportsman and member of an
many Vermont sportsmen organiza-
tions until his death in late April. At
the time of his appointment Ed Kehoe
was initially troubled by his lack of a
“‘professional’” background in biology
or wildlife management. However, his
experience as a hunter and angler gave
him the needed edge.

Led by his ability to draw on experi-
ence and heed the advise of biologists,
Ed Kehoe led the Vermont crusade to
resist development pressures. During
his 17-year tenure as commissioner, Ed
Kehoe established two Green Mountain
Conservation camps to help teach
younger Vermonters how to fish and
camp, helped to improve the state war-
den force, expanded the statewide Hun-
ter Safety Program, and worked to re-
store Connecticut River salmon and
wild turkeys throughout Vermont. Per-
haps Ed Kehoe’s greatest contribution
to the state was his ability to push, ac-
quire, and protect lands with signifi-
cant wildlife and recreation value.

Ed Kehoe’s most recent award speaks
to his accomplishments. Last year the
Rutland Herald honored his visionary
concerns about nongame species and
protection of important property by
naming him, ‘“‘Outdoorsman of the Cen-
tury.” John Hall, spokesman with Fish
and Wildlife Department, recently al-
luded to Ed Kehoe’s achievement, “Ed
wanted to make sure we were passing
on the hunting and fishing traditions
to future generations of Vermonter to
enjoy. He always had the everyday
Vermonter in mind, the average person
of average means. He was the supreme
steward of fish and wildlife resources.”

I pay tribute today to a man who
paid tribute every day, to the values
the everyday Vermonter holds dear. We
have lost an extraordinary man, but
his contributions to Vermont wildlife
policy will live on.e

———

TAIWANESE AMERICAN WEEK

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, this
month I join Americans throughout
Wisconsin and across the nation in
celebrating Taiwanese American Herit-
age Week, honoring the many impor-
tant contributions to American society
of the more than half a million Tai-
wanese Americans in the TUnited
States. Without the contributions of
Taiwanese Americans, we would lack
the important AIDS research of Dr.
David Ho. We would be denied the work
of Nobel Laureate chemist Dr. Lee
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Yuan-Tse and that of the many Amer-
ican scientists he inspired. We would
not be able to search for information
on the internet by using Yahoo, co-
founded by Jerry Yang. Thousands of
Taiwanese Americans throughout the
country have made important achieve-
ments in a wide range of sectors, in-
cluding doctors, teachers, lawyers, and
computer technology experts. They
have improved the lives of their fellow
American citizens, and they will play
an integral role in our future.

Besides their many contributions
here at home, Taiwanese Americans
have also played a vital role in the po-
litical transformation of Taiwan. For
many years, they organized letter-writ-
ing campaigns, planned marches and
demonstrations, and talked to any U.S.
policy-maker who would listen about
their dreams for Taiwan’s future as
free and democratic. Many risked ar-
rest in—or exile from—their homeland
as a result of their activities. The tire-
less work of Taiwanese Americans
helped ensure the success of Taiwan’s
democratic evolution, beginning with
the lifting of martial law in 1987 and
culminating with the first fully demo-
cratic presidential election in 1996.
These are achievements that all Ameri-
cans can celebrate. I join Taiwanese
Americans in congratulating the win-
ners of the March presidential elec-
tions in Taiwan.

Mr. President, Taiwanese American
Heritage Week recognizes the long-
standing friendship between the people
of the United States and Taiwan, and
celebrates our shared values. I com-
mend the great accomplishments and
contributions of the Taiwanese Amer-
ican community.e

——
BE KIND TO ANIMALS WEEK

e Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition of ‘“Be Kind to
Animals Week.” This week is a time to
draw attention to how important ani-
mals are to our lives and to make sure
they receive the treatment and protec-
tion they deserve.

The American Humane Association
was founded in 1877 with a goal to unite
a few groups to give a national voice to
those who could not speak for them-
selves: animals. The Association estab-
lished Be Kind to Animals Week in
1915, the first national week specifi-
cally for animals and now the oldest
week of its kind in existence in this
country.

This is the 85th year ‘“‘Be Kind to
Animals Week” will be celebrated. The
leader of the American Humane Asso-
ciation in 1915 was Dr. William O.
Stillman, who foresaw this week con-
tinuing on ‘‘as annual events to stimu-
late and revive human thought.”

The three main goals of the first Be
Kind to Animals Week were to encour-
age the clergy to spread the message
about kindness to animals by observing
Humane Sunday, to visit schools and
teach children the message of being hu-
mane, and to publicize the good works
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of our nation’s humane societies. These
noble goals continue on today through
the American Humane Association.

Mr. President, I would like to recog-
nize the many Humane Societies in my
home state of Minnesota. These organi-
zations are on the front lines of stand-
ing up for and protecting animals
across Minnesota. By visiting a local
animal shelter, I know many citizens
have bettered not only the lives of
countless animals through adoption,
but surely their own lives in the proc-
ess. The staffs and volunteers of Min-
nesota Humane Societies continue to
make this possible for all citizens—and
their efforts to teach people the impor-
tance of spay-neuter programs have
also been extremely helpful.

Animals certainly have a tremendous
effect on our lives. Domesticated ani-
mals are considered family members to
many of us. Farm animals provide
nourishment to families here at home
and around the world. And wild ani-
mals provide a balance to our overall
ecosystem.

I am sure Dr. Stillman would be ex-
tremely pleased to see his plan of hav-
ing an annual week to remember the
important role of animals continuing
on in its 85th year. I want to urge ev-
eryone to use this week to take a
minute and reflect on what animals
mean to our lives, and how we can con-
tinue to give animals the protection
and care they deserve every day.e

———

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD BUNKER

e Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to honor a distinguished Nevadan, a
good man, and a good friend, Mr. Rich-
ard Bunker. Richard will be receiving
the National Jewish Medical and Re-
search Center’s Humanitarian Award
on June 3, 2000. The Humanitarian
Award recognizes individuals who have
made significant civic and charitable
contributions, and whose concern is
not personal, but for the greater com-
munity. There is no one more deserv-
ing of this honor than Richard Bunker.

Richard’s legacy of service to the
state of Nevada is long and remark-
able. He has served as Assistant City
Manager of Las Vegas and Clark Coun-
ty Manager, before being appointed
Chairman of the prestigious State
Gaming Control Board, and is now a
member of the Colorado River Commis-
sion while being a member of the Board
of Trustees for the Hotel Employees
and Restaurant Employees Inter-
national Union Welfare/Pension Funds.
I was Chairman of the Gaming Com-
mission when Richard was Chairman of
the Gaming Control Board. We were
partners then and still are.

As Chairman of the Colorado River
Commission of Nevada, Richard is Ne-
vada’s ambassador on the Colorado
River. With shrewdness and finesse, he
has developed positive relations with
officials of the Colorado River basin
states. His political skill has firmly re-
established Nevada as a player on the
important issues of the Colorado River
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