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RECOGNITION OF STEPHEN AND

LAURA ERDEL
∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize a couple that has
had a tremendous impact on my home-
town of Mexico, Missouri; my good
friends Stephen and Laura Erdel. Mr.
President, these two have served the
community in a variety of roles and on
January 22 they were the recipients of
the Mexico Area Chamber of Commerce
1999 Community Service Award.

Steve has served as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Handishop,
Inc. the Handi-Shop Endowment Fund,
the Mexico Rotary Club, The Mexico
Country Club, The Arthur Center Advi-
sory Board, Mexico/Audrain County
Community Development, Enterprise
Development Corporation, Audrain
Medical Center Charitable Foundation,
the Advanced Technology Center Foun-
dation, the Westminister College Board
of Trustees, Missouri Military Acad-
emy, the Alan Woods Scholarship
Foundation, the Roy Creasey Scholar-
ship Foundation and the Ross D. Ferris
Scholarship.

He has served as president of the
Mexico Area Chamber of Commerce
and as vice president of Economic De-
velopment. He was also president of the
following organizations: Handishop,
Inc., Mexico Country Club, Arthur Cen-
ter Advisory Board and as chairman of
the Audrain Medical Center Charitable
Foundation, the Advanced Technology
Center Foundation and as their fund-
raising chairman. He is currently on
the Westminster College Executive
Committee.

Mr. President, Laura Erdel also has
an outstanding record of community
service. Laura served as a member of
the Mexico Board of Education for 61⁄2
years. In 1996 she was the first woman
to be elected president of the school
board. She was vice president of the
board for four years and is certified by
the Missouri School Board Association.
For seven years she also served as a
weekly volunteer at Eugene Field
School.

Laura was co-founder of the A+ for
Mexico Education, Inc. and president
for two years. She has served as a
board member of the Methodist Pre-
school and on various committees of
the Eugene Field PTO, Mexico Junior
High School PTA, and Mexico High
School PTA.

As a member of the White family,
long-time publishers of the Mexico
Ledger, Laura has supported the
Audrain Historical Society as publicity
chairman for five years, ans was co-
chairman of the Audrain County Fair
in 1990. She is currently a member of
the Presser Hall Restoration Society
and has served on their board of direc-
tors. She has been a strong supporter of
the YMCA as a board member and has
worked on numerous fund drives.

Laura is a former member of the
Mexico Women’s Club, a past president
of the Wednesday Club and served as
president of P.E.O. Chapter MB from
1989 to 1991 and again in 1998–99. Fur-

thermore, Laura was also the physician
recruiter for Audrain Medical Center
for ten years and has been a freelance
reporter for the Mid-Missouri Business
Journal.

Mr. President, it is people like this,
who are willing to serve, that make our
communities better places to live. I
ask that my colleagues join me in rec-
ognition of Steve and Laura Erdel, who
serve as an example to us all.∑
f

A TRIBUTE TO U.S. ATTORNEY
MICHAEL SKINNER

∑ Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President, I wish
to note the departure from public life
of one of our state’s most gifted public
servants. Michael Skinner, who has
served for the past six years as U.S. At-
torney for the Western District of Lou-
isiana, the largest geographical dis-
trict in my home state, left office on
January 15 and has returned to the pri-
vate practice of law in Lafayette.

It is no exaggeration to say that Mi-
chael Skinner will be remembered as
the most effective and successful U.S.
Attorney in the history of the Western
District of Louisiana. From almost his
first day in office, he set about to make
it clear to the people of his district
that the U.S. Attorney’s office was
their office, administering justice on
their behalf and for their benefit. In
short order, he threw open the doors of
his office, demystified the work of the
U.S. Attorney and instilled a renewed
sense of confidence and enthusiasm for
the administration of justice in the
Western District of Louisiana. Judges,
attorneys, citizens and scores of public
officials from Lafayette to Lake
Charles to Alexandria to Shreveport to
Monroe agreed that Michael Skinner’s
appointment was a true breath of fresh
air.

Mr. Skinner’s record as U.S. Attor-
ney is an impressive one. He success-
fully prosecuted scores of cases involv-
ing public corruption, violent crime,
drugs, health care and other types of
program fraud, environmental crime
and civil rights violations. Some of his
most successful cases included: Food
stamp and Medicaid/Medicare indict-
ments and convictions that uncovered
millions in fraud; a child pornography
investigation that broke a child pros-
titution ring in South Louisiana; an
environmental investigation that re-
sulted in the cleanups of several south
Louisiana toxic waste dumps; and the
prosecution of literally hundreds of
drug dealers who admitted or were con-
victed of selling drugs in Louisiana.

Mr. President, I am proud to have
recommended Michael Skinner’s nomi-
nation to President Clinton in 1993. In
the years since his confirmation by
this body, I have watched with a mix-
ture of pride and admiration as he per-
formed the duties of his office with a
rare combination of skill, integrity,
compassion and determination. Mike
Skinner represents the best that our
country has to offer in its public serv-
ants and I believe that he will serve as

the model for every person who follows
him in that office. I know that I speak
for the citizens of Louisiana and for
every member of this body in thanking
him for a job well done and in wishing
he and his family all the best in this
new phase of their lives.∑
f

IN MEMORY OF EMILY ANN JORDT
∑ Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the memory of an ex-
traordinary and courageous young
lady. Emily Ann Jordt, daughter of Bill
and Deb Jordt of Hinton, Iowa, passed
away on March 15, 1999, after fighting
cancer for three years. My heart is
heavy for the Jordt family. No one
would disagree that cancer is a dev-
astating illness. However, when cancer
touches the life of a child, it seems an
especially harsh reality. I know from
personal experience the difficulties
that follow a cancer diagnosis. My
wife, Barbara, is a breast cancer sur-
vivor and we believe early detection
saved her life. I have long supported
biomedical research, and Emily’s story
reminds all of us the importance of re-
maining vigilant in providing funding
for cancer research. To quote Emily,
‘‘We can do this together.’’ It is my
hope that by sharing Emily’s story
with my colleagues in the Senate,
Emily’s memory may be truly honored.

EMILY’S STORY—A LIFE OF STRENGTH AND
COURAGE

Emily was diagnosed with rhabdomyosar-
coma, an aggressive childhood cancer, in 1996
when she was only nine years old. While this
cancer is usually found in muscle tissue in
an extremity, Emily’s was in her jaw and
neck. Emily was frightened. Her grandfather
had died of lung cancer. Emily came to un-
derstand that there were many kinds of can-
cers, and that not everyone dies of this dis-
ease. Emily joined her family and doctors in
what was to become a three-year fight for
her life.

Emily had surgery to remove a tumor
below her lower right jaw. Her best chance
for remission was simultaneous radiation
and chemotherapy treatment. Even though
interruptions in the harsh protocol were
needed for her body to recover, radiation was
completed, and chemotherapy resumed.

After radiation Emily had difficulty with
muscles of her tongue and throat. A feeding
tube was surgically implanted and she used a
suction machine to clear her throat and air-
ways. She bravely adjusted to this life-style.

Emily dearly loved school. She maintained
an A–B average throughout her illness. She
played trumpet in the school band. When a
facial nerve was impaired because of surgery,
she switched to percussion and continued on.
She served as a customer representative of
the Westerner Bank in her school. She was
an ardent fundraiser for school projects. Her
classmates regarded her as a peacemaker.

Emily played soccer in a YMCA league
throughout her treatment. She loved the
sport. She was back on the soccer field and
played most of a full game only 11 days after
having major surgery to remove the tumor a
second time.

Emily planned and presented a writer’s
workshop entitled ‘‘Getting through the
Tough Stuff’’ where she encouraged young
people her age to use writing as a vehicle to
deal with the difficult challenges of life and
be sensitive and caring to others.

Picture a nine-year-old presenting her con-
cerns about and suggestions for pediatric

VerDate 27-JAN-2000 01:40 Feb 04, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00034 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G03FE6.034 pfrm06 PsN: S03PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S339February 3, 2000
care to the Board of Directors of the hospital
where she spent a great deal of time. Emily
did it. She believed that one person can
make a difference. And Emily did make a
difference.

Emily was active in 4–H, serving as vice-
president of her club. She chose many cat-
egories in which to participate, everything
from showing her 4-month old filly to play-
ing the piano in Share the Fun. She pre-
sented a written and visual display of items
used throughout her surgeries and treat-
ment. For this she was awarded an Out-
standing Junior Achievement Ribbon.

Emily took an active part in Relay for Life
in her county. She served as Junior Chair-
person, giving a speech the night of the
event. She enlisted the help of her class-
mates and teachers to help publicize events.

As only a child can, Emily leaned on her
faith to see her through. Church was impor-
tant to Emily. She took communion instruc-
tion, participated in youth group activities,
sang and provided special music for worship.
She willingly served church dinners. She
helped to organize a basketball team and en-
listed a neighbor to be their coach. This
team won the Good Sportsmanship trophy.

Emily maintained a positive and deter-
mined attitude. When traditional treatments
became ineffective, she willingly tried non-
traditional methods. She clung to the hope
that she would again be as normal as the
other kids. While the disease took her life on
March 15, 1999, it could not crush her spirit.
It was that very same spirit that caused her
to fight to the very end.

Emily fought this illness for three long
years, showing that with strength, deter-
mination, and courage, life is to be lived.
Emily strongly believed the scripture verses
that say, ‘‘Let the children come to me for
such is the kingdom of God,’’ and ‘‘A Child
Shall Lead.’’ Let us capture the essence of
Emily’s spirit, follow her lead, and make a
difference.

IN MEMORY AND CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF
EMILY ANN JORDT, FEBRUARY 15, 1987–
MARCH 15, 1999

Emily’s life is meant to be more than just
one more sad account of how a child, a per-
son, died from cancer. It is meant to make us
uncomfortable. It is meant to make us weep.
Then, it is meant to make us determined to
act—to do something.

Finding a cure for cancer is a very difficult
but not impossible task. What is needed to
do that? An open mind. When we keep our
minds open, ideas and possibilities can flow.
One of Emily’s favorite movies as a young
child was Cinderella. In that movie we hear
the line, ‘‘Impossible things are happening
every day.’’

As lawmakers, do not tie the hands of re-
searchers because dollars are limited. Do not
tie the hands of researchers from exploring
avenues that may be out of the ordinary.

Emily did not care about the insurance
companies and the drug companies playing
the games that they play to control what
happens to people’s lives. What she cared
about was playing soccer, learning, sharing
her talents, having birthday parties, being a
friend, all the things that children do best.

We must listen to her story with renewed
commitment of why most of you were elect-
ed, to make a difference.

Emily continues to make a difference each
time her story is told. Her video continues to
play at fundraisers for Children’s Miracle
Network. Each time ‘‘Em’s Environmental
Mobile Lab’’ (that was purchased through
memorials and a grant) is taken on site to
provide hands on learning for the students at
Akron-Westfield Community School, Emily
continues to make a difference. When the

CEO of the hospital where Emily spent so
much times says, ‘‘I am a different person
because of what Emily has taught me and
that will make me a better CEO,’’ you know
that Emily has truly made a difference!

Have you made that kind of difference?
Emily sacrificed her life so that we, you and
I, might see more clearly what our job is.

A phrase that Emily and her family adopt-
ed as their motto is, ‘‘We can do this to-
gether.’’ We as her family and friends are
making a difference by addressing you as our
representatives. Now, It is your chance to
make a difference, to vote for additional
funding for cancer research, and to clear the
way for the impossible to happen.

‘‘Let us capture the essence of Emily’s
spirit, follow her lead, and make a dif-
ference.’’

DEBRA L. JORDT.
WILLIAM G. JORDT.
BETTY V. JORDT.∑

f

BRIGADIER GENERAL BETTYE H.
SIMMONS

∑ Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to honor Briga-
dier General Bettye H. Simmons as she
retires after twenty-nine years of ac-
tive duty service in the United States
Army. General Simmons culminates
her distinguished career as Chief, Army
Nurse Corps and Commander, United
States Army Center for Health Pro-
motion and Preventive Medicine.

General Simmons’ distinguished ca-
reer began in 1971 when she entered the
Army nurse Corps through the Army
Student Nurse Program. Her numerous
military assignments have been di-
verse, including leadership roles in
clinical services, staff education and
development, and Army Medical Serv-
ice administration and policy. As the
Chief, Army Nurse Corps, General Sim-
mons demanded the highest standards
for military nursing. With other mili-
tary nursing leaders, General Simmons
ensured that a Bachelor of Science edu-
cation is the minimum qualification
for entry on to active duty for any
military nurse. She was the driving
force behind the multi-million dollar
Triservice Nursing Research Program,
a program focused on research that de-
velops best practices for nursing care.
General Simmons initiated a post-de-
ployment program for injured Army
Reserve soldiers that determined the
appropriate level of medical care before
the soldier returns home. This program
saved countless dollars in civilian
health care costs and honored the com-
mitment to care for our Reserve
Forces. As Command Surgeon for
Forces Command, General Simmons
improved unit medical readiness by 20
percent. She redesigned the battlefield
evacuation process, providing a light-
weight, robust capability to ensure the
right medical care is provided to the
soldier at the right time and at the
right place. Her contributions are far-
reaching, and will impact military
nursing and health care for years to
come.

Mr. President, more than fifty years
ago, as I was recovering in a military
hospital, I began to understand the

critical role of military nurses. Gen-
eral Simmons embodies what I know
military nurses to be—strong, profes-
sional leaders who are committed to
serving their fellow comrades in arms
and their country. General Simmons’
many meritorious awards and decora-
tions demonstrate her contributions in
a tangible way, but it is the legacy she
leaves behind for the Army Nurse
Corps for which we are most appre-
ciative. It is with pride that I con-
gratulate General Simmons on her out-
standing career of exemplary service.∑
f

RECOGNITION OF BRENT
STANGHELLE

∑ Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Brent Stanghelle
who has been an integral asset to Mon-
tana’s agricultural scene.

Brent Stanghelle has been the voice
of agriculture for North Central Mon-
tana for several years. Broadcasting
from Great Falls, Montana at KMON,
Brent has brought the agricultural
news to producers faithfully. Brent has
proven himself to be a true friend of
Montana’s natural resource-based
economy.

Brent Stanghelle has made the deci-
sion to move on and pursue other agri-
culturally related interests in his life.
With his parting, there will be a quiet
spot on the air for many listeners.

I extend my thanks to Brent
Stanghelle for a job well done. He was
trusted and relied upon by many pro-
ducers. He has dedicated many years to
keeping the voice of agriculture alive
and ‘‘on the air’’ in North Central Mon-
tana. His work and dedication have not
gone unnoticed.∑
f

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

∑ Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. President,
today is the fifth day of the 26th an-
nual Catholic Schools Week, and to-
morrow, we will observe National Ap-
preciation Day for Catholic School
Teachers. I want to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize the 167,000 teachers
in our nation’s Catholic schools for
their valuable contributions to the
education of many of America’s chil-
dren.

There are over 2 million students en-
rolled in the nation’s 8,217 Catholic ele-
mentary and secondary schools today.
These schools are attractive to many
parents because they combine an intel-
lectually stimulating environment
with an emphasis on the spiritual and
moral development of their students.

Catholic school teachers are widely
recognized for offering an excellent
scholastic education, which may ex-
plain why 41 percent of these schools
have a waiting list for admission. Ac-
cording to the National Catholic Edu-
cational Association, the student-
teacher ratio in Catholic schools is 17
to 1, and the graduation rate of Catho-
lic school students is an extraordinary
95 percent. Only 3 percent of Catholic
high school students drop out of
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